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CL HE Worth Carolina general aflembly meet, p, 1. The 
effets of the Lexington engagement, p.2. ‘The expedition 
againft Tyconderoga, p. 10. “The proceedings of the Adajfachu- 
fetts congre/s, p. 17+ Tranfactions in and about Bo/fon, p. 23, 
Governor Hutchinfon’s letter books difcovered, p. 28. ‘The 
acts of the general congre/s, p. 31. George WV afhington elq; 
elected commander in chief of the continental forces, p. 34. 
The battle at Breed’s-hill erroneoufly called Bunker’ s-hill, p. 41- 
A. fpeech of the Oneida Indians, p. 54. An anfwer of the 
Stockbridge Indians, p. 56. ‘The reply of the AZeffachufetts con~ 
erefs, p. 58. The acts of the general congrefs, p.60. General 
Wafbington’s arrival at the American camp, and the affairs of 
the army, p. 63. The acts of the general congrefs to the time 
of their adjourning, p. 69. Georgia accedes to the union, p. 
73. The proceedings of the South Carolinians, p. 81—of the 
North Carolinians, p. 84—of the Virginians, p. 85-—of the 
Maryland conyention, p,. 92. The affairs.of Penn/ylvania,. 
Philadelphia, New York, and other places, p. 93. 


Letrer Il. | P: 98—168. 


The TuHirreen Unirep Coronies, p. 98. ‘The pro- 
ceedings of the South Carolinians, p. gg. The nature of the 
oppofition to popular meafures in their colony, p. ror. They 
fend troops into the fettlements of the royalifts, p. 106. The 
meafures taken by the North Carolinians, p. 107—by the Vir- 
ginians, p. 108—in regard to lord Dunmore, p. 110—his lord~ 
fhip difappointed at Norfolk, p. 112—Iin his expectation of being 
joined by a confiderable force under Connelly, p. 114. “The 
orders of the Penn/ylvania aflembly to their delegates in con- 


grefs, p. 116. ‘The fentiments of the ‘Ferfey aflembly, p. 117. ~ 


‘The Afia man of war fires upon New York, p. 118. Governor 
Tryon’s influence alarms congrefs, p. 11g. Letters between 
generals Va/hington and Gage, p.125. Colonel Arnoid’s expe- 
dition into Canada, p.128. Dr. Church’s correfpondence with 
a Britifh officer difcovered, p. 134. Falmouth deftroyed, p. 138. 
The old fouth meeting-boufe in Lofton turned into a horfe riding 
{chool, p. 139. “The Mdaeffachufetts aflembly refolve to fit out 
armed veflels, p. 144. ‘The fteps taken to introduce indepen- 
dency, p- 149. Acts of congrefs, p.153. General’ Montgomery 
is fent to Canada, p. 158—appears before Quebec, p. 167: 


A 2 LETs 


= ——— ee 


eh eae 


aa ee 


ae heme 
_— * 


ee 


~~ 


CoO WN TEN oo 


Sp ere i pA Ge 318: 


New Hampfhire convention take up civil government, p. 168, 
The critical fituation of the American army before Bo/fon, p. 
172. General Lee is fent on to New York, p» 174. ‘The in- 
habitants of Tryon county difarmed, p. 176. General Adont- 
gomery killed in an attack upon Quebec, p. 185. Preparations 
for taking pofleffion of Dorchefer-heights, p. 190. The Ame- 
ricans pofiefs themfelves of the fame, p. 192. General Afowe 
refolves upon evacuating Boffo, p. 1g6—evacuates it, p. 198. 
The hardfhips experienced by the inhabitants of the town, p. 
204. Norfolk in Virginia burnt, p. 206. ‘The North Caroline 
infurgents fubdued, p. 208. “The acts of congrefs, P. 2126 
Commodore Hopkins’s naval expedition, p. 214. 


Letrer IV.  P.218—248. 


The general voice of the Europeans rather favorable to the 
Americans, p. 259. A dreadful tempeft on the coafts of Mew- 
foundland, p. 222. General Conway oppotes adminiftration, p. 
225. Lhe duke of Grafton unexpectedly quits it, p. 226. 
Governor Penn examined before the houfe of lords, p. 231. 
The addrefs of the reprefentatives of Nova Scotia to the king 
and parliament, p. 234. Phe bill for prohibiting all inter- 
courfe with the Thirteen United Colonies {trenuoufly oppofed, 
p- 235.. Sit Peter Parker and earl Cornwallis {ail for America, 
p- 240. ‘The Britifh king’s treaties with the German princes, 
p- 241—protefted againft, p..243. Lord Howe and cen. Howe 
conftituted his majefty’s comiffioners for reftoring peace to the 
colonies, p. 245. ‘The fentiments of the french relative to the 
American conteft, p. 247. | 
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The blockade of Quebec continued, p. 249. The Ainericans 
conclude upon retreating from before it, p. 252. “Phe Ameri- 
can fort at the Cedars furrendered, p. 254. General Thompfon 
goes againft, the Briti/h at Three Rivers; is defeated and taken, 
p. 256. The Americans retreat from Canada, p. 259. Capt. 
Mugford takes the Hope ordnance ftore fhip, p. 264. The 
Brityfh thips of war are driven from Nantafket, p. 266, A 
number of highlanders with heut. colonel Campbell taken in 
Bofion bay, p- 268. Meafures taken to draw the New Yorkers 
into independency, p. 269. ACs of congrefs, p. 271. Refo- 
lutions refpeéting independency moved and teconded in congrefs, 
p. 274. Mr. Payne’s pamphlet ftiled Common Senjfe, p. 275- 
A fcheme for deftroying general Wa/bington’s army at New 
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LETTER V.  P. 248—2098. 
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York, p. 276. Sir Peter Parker and general Clinton’s defign 
againit Charleflown in South Carolina, p. 279. Pennflvama 
and Maryland agree to independence, p. 289. The Declaration. 
of Independence, p. 2.90- cu | | . 


Lerrer VL P, 298—320. 


Lord Howe arrives off Staten Ifland, and fends a letter to 
Gearge Vafbington efq; p. 301. General Howe lands the royal 
~ army on Long Ifland, p. 306—furprifes and defeats the Ameri- 
cans, p, 308. ‘Phe Americans conclude upon evacuating the 
ifland, p. 313. The wretched ftate of the armies under gente 
rals Wa/bington and Gates, p. 316, 


Lerrer VII. P. 321389. 


Some members of congrefs have a conference with lord 
Flowe, p. 322. General Wa/hington’s diftreffing fituation, p. 
323. The Americans evacuate New York, p. 228. A terrible 
hre at New York, p. 330. Great animofities in the American 
army, p. 331. Cougrefs adopt a new cade for the government 
of the army, p. 332. General Howe lands on Frog’s Neck, p. 
336. Phe Americans, by the advice of general Lee, evacuate 
New York illand, p. 338. The battle of the Brunx, or White 

Plains, p. 340. General Howe advances toward King/bridge, 
p- 344. General Wafhington croffes the North river, p. 347. 
The royal army takes fort Wa/bington, p. 343. Fort Lee 
abandoned by general Greene, p. 353. General Waj/bington 
retreats to Newark, and through the Ferfeys acrofs the Dela- 
ware into Pennfyluania, p. 353. General Lee taken, p. 358. 
A fummary of the captures made by general Howe during the 
campaign, p. 360. General Zee’s letter to the French mi- 
nifter, p. 362. The Carolinians engage in a fuccefsful war 
with the Cherckees, p. 364. Acts of congrefs, p. 370. They 
appoint commiffioners to the court of France, p. 372—agree 
upon a {cheme of a lottery, p. 377. General Gates fixes upon 
general Arnold to command the American fleet on lake Cham- 
plain, p. 379. Arnold engages the Britifh fleet and is defeated, 
p. 383. ‘Uhe wind keeps back Sir Guy Carleton from improving 
his victory, p. 385—his humanity to the American prifoners, 
Pe 38 : MF : 4 4 : 
Lerrer VU. (P. 390—~—435. 


The infatuation of the enemy faved the Americans, when 
they retreated acrofs the Delaware, p. 390. ‘General Vafing- 
ton crofles into the Ferfeys, defeats a body of Heffiaris ac Tren- 
ton, and returns to Pennfyluania, p. 395. Returns to Trenieon, 


government, p- 437- Lhe anfwer of m1 
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p32 g-deceives lord Cornwallis ; marches for Princeton ; and 
chere vattacks the fourth Briti/h brigade, p. 4.00——proceeds to 


‘Morrifiown, while Cornwallis hattens back to Brunfwick with all 


fpeed, p. 403. Acts of congrels, and their inftructions to 
their minifters, p. 405—their refolve for fupporting the credit 
of their paper emiflions, and making the fame a lawful tenders 
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Alor. GWE enormities of the royal troops in the Ferfeys and 


at New,.York, p- 414- The whole country of the ‘erfeys ren- 
“dered hoftile by means of them, p. 416. “The American troops 


guilty of great plundering, p. 420. The American ftores at 
Poeks_hill deftroyed by the Briti/h, p. 423. The {tates attempt 


“the regulating of prices, p- 425- The treatment of the 4me- 


rican prifoners at New York, p.427—the confequences of it, 
p. 431. The American cruifers make confiderable captures, 


Pp. 433° 


LE T.T.ER im P. 435-453: 


The naval preparations of the houfe of Bourban, p- 436. 
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“Lord Hohn Cavendifh's pointed {peech againit the meafures of 


iniftry, p. 440. The 
bill for empowering the crown to fecure perfons accufed 
or fufpeCted of high treaton, or of piracy, meets with oppofi- 
tion, p. 443-5 ohn the Painter, alias fames Aithen, p. 4456 
Mr. Arthur Lee’s correfponcence with Mr. Beaumarchais, p- 
aa8.. “Lhe general aliembly of the church of Scotland addreis 


his majeily, p- 452- 
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"The committee of congrefs appointed to inquire into. the 


conduat of the enemy, make their report, p. 457. Gayernor 
Fryon fent upon an expedition to Danbury, p- 462. Colonel 


raw 


. Meis’s. expedition to Sagg harbour, p. 469. General Howe 
stakes the field, but foon returns to Brunfwick, p. 46g—removes 
to Amboy, p. 472-7advances unexpectedly from Ambay toward 
_ general WVafington, p- 4.7 3--embarks his army from Staten 


ifland, p. 474+ General Schuyler fuperfedes Gates in the com- 


‘mand of the northern army, p. 475° “General Burgoyne pro- 


ceeds with the royal troops trom ‘Canada to Crown Patnt, and 
jflues out a fingular proclamation, p- 477-—invefts the Ameri- 
can potts, p. 460. General St. Clair concludes upon evacu- 
ating “Tyconderoga and Mount Independence, p. 481—his rear 
guard attacked by general Frazer, p.» 483——he joins Schuyler at 
fort Edward, p. 480. The (kate of Schuyler’s army, p. 488. 
General Prefcot furprtifed and carried off from Khode Ifand, 
by lieut. colonel Bartomy p. 491+ Sit William Howe fails trom 
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Sandy Hook ; while Wa/hington is greatly perplexed about his 
deftination, p. 492—lands his troops at £/é ferry in Maryland, 
while Wa/hington marches with his troops toward the Srandy- 
wine, p. 494. Acts of congrefs, p. 495. Some account of 
the marquis de Ja Fayette, p. 500. General Gates elected to 
command the northern army, and to relieve Schuyler, p. 502. 
General Sullivan’s expedition to Staten [fland, p. 503. “The 
report of the committee of congrefls refpecting the quakers, p, 
505. Sir W. Howe attacks the Americans at the Brandywine, 
and defeats them, p. 510. General Va/bingion having retreated 
to Philadelphia, quits the city, with a full refolution of pafling 
the Schuylkill and giving Sir Viiliam battle, p..514—recrolles 
the Schuylkill, p. 516. General Wayne attacked by general 
Grey, p. 517. Sir William Howe deceives the American com- 
mander, crofles the Schuwyléill unexpeCtedly, and enters Phiia- 
delphiq, p. 517. Lord Howe conducts the fleet to the De/a- 
ware, p. 519. General Wa/bingtou furprifes the Britifh troops 
at German-town, p. 523. St. Leger invefts fort Stanwix, p. 529 
——the militia marching to relieve it are furprifed and beaten, 
p- 530. Arnold undertakes to relieve it, and fucceeds, p. 532. 
Burgoyne fends a body of Germans to furprife the American 
ftores at Bennington, p. 538—they. are defeated by Starz, who 
commands the New Hampfbire militia, p. 540. Letters be- 
tween Burgoyne and Gates, p. 543. An account of Milfs 
MCrea’s.death, p. 544. Lincoln fends colonel Brown to lake 
George to releafe the American prifoners, and deftroy the 
Britifo. ftores, p. 546. The Americans under Gates engage 
the Britifh under Burgoyne, p. 548. Sir A. Clinton attacks and 
takes forts AZgutgomery and Clinton, p. 555. A fecond engage- 
ment between Burgoyne and Gates, p. 558. ‘Lhe difrefs and 
calamity of-the royal army, p. 563. Lhe funeral of general 
Frazer, p. 565. “Che Americans accidentally prevented, when 
about attacking the royal troops under great difadvantages, p. 
568. Burgoyne is bafiled in his delign of gaining fort Adward, 
p. 57I—enters upon a treaty with Gaves, p. §73—ligns the con~ 
Wention, p. 574. ALfopus burnt by the troops under Vaughan, 
p. 579. The convention troops pais through the centre of the 
Americans, as they begin their march to Le/fon, without mect- 
ing withthe leaft infult, p. 581. 
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ERRATA befide thofe at the End of the Volume. 


Page os, line 14, ead clear off by the friends of congrefs.  P. 1275 
1.28, read which laft. P. 193; 1. 5, read foasto carry. P. 209; 
i. 4, read American. P. 260, 1}. 10, 11, read crofied from the 
ifland to Longueil on the continent, in his ways Ps 397s lezs 
vead took in all gr8. 
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NORTH AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 


yoy Taina Conall Swell tgiee Seagal I 


Roxbury, Auguft t§, 1775. 
My DEAR SIR, 


Q prevent an omiffion, let me utes with 1 men- 
tioning, that when governor Martin met the ge- 17756 

neral aflembly of North Carolina at Newbern, he made Vii 
a fpeech to them in a high governmental ftrain; and 
_exprefied his expectation, that they would oppofe fo 
dangerous a ftep, as the unwarrantable meafure of ap- 

pointing delegates to attend a congrefs in Philadelphia. 

He alfo told them, that they were moft peculiarly called 
upon to oppofe a meeting of delegates, which the people 
had been invited to choofe, and who were appointed 
to affemble at that very time and place, in the face of 
the legiflature. The aflembly in their anfwer juftified 

the meeting of the people, and faid, “ Be it far from 
-. us even to wifh to prevent the operations of the conven- 
tion, now held at Newbern.” ‘They alfo took the op- 
portunity, the firft that had been given them, to exprefs 

Vou. IL Be their 


Wares US TORY (OF THE 


their warm attachment:to their fifter colonies in general, 
and their heart-felt compaffion for the deplorable ftate 
of ‘the town of Bofton p:and to declare the fixed refo- 
jution of the colony, to unite with the other colonies in 
every effort to retain their juft rights and liberties. 

Let me now enter upon the narration of the effects 
of the Lexington engagément.out of the Maffachufetts 
colony: ;‘The news of it-flew with the utmoft rapidity 3 
and- influenced thé minds of all people, anfwerable to 
their various apprehenfions and attachments. 

Col. Putnam ferved with the Conneéticut troops, under 
gen. Amherft the laft war. By his courage and conduét he 
fecured to himfelf a good fhare of reputation. When 
peace commenced, he returned to the civil line of life. 
Of late he has occupied a tavern with a farm annexed 
to it, Such a junétion is frequent in New England, 
and the occupation not at all inconfiftent with a Roman 
character. The Lexington news was brought him while 
working in a Jeathern frock and apron, at a {tone wall, 
with which to fence inhis land, This was about eleven 
o’clock- in the morning. After giving his men fome 
direction how to proceed, he went home, got his. horfe, 
and. rode to the ‘neighbouring towns, to acquaint the 
militia officers and others with what had taken place. 
As he was returning, he found fome hundreds muttered, 
who informed him that they had appointed him their 
general, and were determined to march off immedi- 
ately. He faid that he was not ready, had no money 
about him, and muft goand get fome. They fupplied 
him from among themfelves; on which he gave proper 
orders for their marching after him, and went forward 


in his check fhirt, upon the fame beaft, and got to 


Concord. 
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Concord the next morning by fun rife, having rode, as — 


he fuppofed, from eleven o’clock of the preceding 
morning, not ‘lefs than a hundred miles, within the 
eighteen hours. The militia that followed himy marched 
with a quick ftep till they reached the place of deftina- 
tion. 

Mr. Benedi& Arnold of Behe Haven, had been chofen 
captain of a volunteer company, by the inhabitants, 
when they began to prepare for whatever might happen. 
No fooner did the Lexington news reach him, than he 
called his company together, and afked them whether 
they would march off with him the next morning for 
the neighbourhood of Bofton, diftant 150 miles. They 
agreed; and at the proper time paraded before the tavern 
where a committee was fitting. He applied to the gen- 
tlemen for powder and ball; they demurred fupplying 
him, as he was not duly authorized. ‘The captain, in 
hafte to fly to the help of his fuffering brethren, pro- 
pofed procuring the fupply by force if needful, to which 
the volunteers confented. He then fent to the com- 


mittee, and informed them what he was determined 


upon. Colonel Woofter came out, and would have per- 
fuaded him to wait till he had received proper orders ; 
to which capt. Arnold anfwered, “ None but God Almighty 
“¢ foall prevent my marching.” ‘The committee perceiving 
his fixed refolution, fupplied him; and he marghed off 
inftantly, and with his company reached the American 
head quarters by the 29th of April. 


The news reached New York on the Lord’s ay. 236 


On hearing it, capt. Sears conceived the defign of 
- ftopping all vefiels going to Quebec, Newfoundland, 
Georgia and Bofton; feveral were about to. fail. He 
| B 2 confulted 


&S 


THE HISTORY OF THE 


confulted Mr. Lamb, who joined in the meafure. They 
then wrote a letter to the committee of Philadelphia, 
affuring them that all veffels would be ftopt at New 


York, and figned»it with their names, that fo the af- 
farance mightibe relied upon: The exprefs being fent 


off, they contrived to affemble the people, without: its 
being Egan upon what bufinefs; and when they were 
met, it was concluded upon to fhut up the cuftom houfe. 
The officer was waited on, who, confidering the,expe- 
diency of a compliance, ordered the keys to be deli- 


-vered up to capt. Sears. "Che merchants whole veffels 


were cleared-out, dared not to admit of their failing, 
The Philadelphia committee, relying upon the affurance 


that had been given them, fo managed as that it was 


agreed, to {hut up their ioe alfo againft all veflels going 


to the beforementioned places. 


The hoftilities in the Mal fachufetts threw the city of 


New York into fiich a ftate of tumult, that it was judged 
expedient; with a view of reftoring tranquillity and good 
order, to appoint a general committee of a hundred for 
the: city and county of New York, which aniwered. 
‘This committee addreffed a letter to the lord-mayor, 


aldermen and common-council of the city of London, 


swhich was fiened by feventy-feven of them. In it they 
declare ed, that,“ The difpofal of their own. property, 
“with perfect f fpontaniety, and in a manner wholly divefted” 
of every appearance of conftraint, is their indefeafible 


birth-right. ‘This exalted bleffing they are refolutely 
determined to defend with their blood, and to transfer 
uncontaminated to their pofterity.” They profefied their 
readinefs to fubmit. cheerfully to a regulation of com- 


merce, by the legiflature of the parent ftate, excluding, 


in 
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‘In its nature, every idea of taxation; but reprobated 
the minifter’s conciliatory plan. ‘They gave affurance, 
“ That America is grown fo irritable by oppreffion, 
that the leaft fhock in any part is, by the moft powerful 
and fympathetic affection, inftantaneoufly felt through 
‘the whole continent—-T hat while the whole continent are 
ardently wifhing for peace on fuch terms as can be ac- 
ceded to by Enelifhmen, they are indefatigable in pre- 
“paring for the laft appeal.” Near the clofe they faid, 
«¢ We fpeak the real fentiments of the confederated co- 
Jonies on the continent, from Nova Scotia to Georgia, 
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when we declare, that all the horrors of a civil war will 
never compel America to fubmit to taxation by autho- 
rity of parliament.” They concluded with expreffing 
their confidence of the moft vigorous exertions of the 
city of London to reftore union and mutual peace to 
‘the whole empire. | 
The next day an affociation was figned by upward of 6. 
a thoufand of the principal inhabitants of the city and 
“county. “They in the moft folemn manner declared, 
that they affociated to endeavour carrying into execution 
whatever meafures might be recommended by the con- 
tinental congrefs, or be refolved upon by their own pro- 
yincial convention, for the purpofe of preferving their 
-conftitution, and oppofing the execution of the oppref- 
five acts of the Britifh parliament, until a reconciliation 
between Great Britain and America, on conftitutional 
principles, can be obtained; and that they would in all 
things follow the advice of their general committee, 
- refpecting the purpofes aforefaid, the prefervation of 
peace and good order, and the fafety of individuals and 
private property, | | 3 
B 3 The 
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The inhabitants armed themfelves alfo with great dili- 
gence and induftry. But it is not to be inferred, from 
thefe ftrong appearances, that there is a real and general 
union in fentiment among the New Yorkers. They are 
much divided; though each party has thus coalefced 
with a view of ferving its own particular intereft. The 
tories have joined, to prevent the violences which might 
otherwife exift, and to check the progrefs of the fons of 
liberty. The whigs have joined, in hope of drawing 
the others into fuch lengths in oppofing minifterial mea- 
fures, as are reprobated by them at prefent. 

The New Jerfey people, on receiving the Lexington 
news, took pofleffion of the province treafury, in which 
there was about 20,0001. part of it 1s appropriated to 
the payment of the troops they are now raifing for the 
defence of the liberties of America. 

The citizens of Philadelphia, befide {topping the veffels 
as before related, were {pirited up to attempt perfecting 
their preparations for the moft ferious and painful conteft. 

The governor of the province laid before the affembly 
the minifter’s coneiliatory plan; and obferved to them, 
that they were the firf aflembly on the continent to 
whom it had been communicated. After confidering it, 
they faid, “ If no other objection to the plan propofed 
occurred to us, we fhould efteem it a difhonorable de- 
fertion of fifter colonies, connected by an union, founded 
on juft motives and mutual faith, and conducted by 
general councils, for a fingle colony to adopt a meafure 
fo extenfive in confequence, without the advice and con- 
fent of thofe colonies engaged with us by folemn ties in 
the fame common caufe.” The complexion of the af- 
fembly has been changed. In the choice of deputies 

ae is | for 
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. for the approaching congrefs, made laft December, Mr. 
Galloway was left out; and on the fixth of May, the 
houfe added three more to the number of their deputies, 
and the firft on the lift was Dr. Franklin. Thus have 
they, fince his arrival, expreffed their approbation of his 
-conduét, and their confidence in his abilities. The plan 
has been fince propofed to other colony-afiemblies, but 
with no better fuccefs than in Pennfylvania. 

The account of the action arrived at Baltimore in 
Maryland, in fix days; the inhabitants immediately feized 
upon the provincial magazine, containing 1 50 ftand of 
arms, &c. They alfo ftopped all exports to the fifhing 
iflands, and thofe colonies which have refufed to unite 
with their brethren in the common caufe; and all fup- 
= plies to the navy and army at Bofton. 

In Virginia, a provincial congrefs met in March, for 
- want of a’legal affembly, and took meafures for array- 
ing the militia, the militia laws being expired; and re- 
commended to each county’ the raifing of a volunteer 
~ company for the better defence of the country. On the 
noth of April the governor employed the captain of an 
armed veffel to convey by night, on board his fhip, from 
the public magazine, out of about one and twenty, fifteen 
half barrels of powder, ¢ontaining solb. each, The 
- citizens of Williamfburgh were greatly alarmed, fo that 
the mayor and corporation addrefied his lordfhip upon 
the occafion, who in his anfwer informed them, that 
hearing of an infurrection in a neighbouring county, he 
had removed the powder from the magazine to a place 
of perfe& fecurity; and that whenever it was wanted 
on any infurrection, it fhould be delivered in half. an 
hour. The news of the feizure foon reached Hanover 

| Bd a county, 
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county, upon which capt. Patrick Henry, and the other 
volunteers of the county, marched for Williamfburgh, 
with a view of fecuring the public treafury from the like 
cataftrophe, and of obtaining a return of the powder, 
or a compenfation for it. More than a hundred and 
fifty, all well accoutred, and making a martial appear- 
ance, advanced within 15 miles of the capital; but a 
fufficient fum of money being paid by the receiver- 
general to compenfate for the powder, and the citizens 


“engaging to guard the public trealury and magazine, 


they difperfed and returned to their refpeCtive homes. 

The value of the whole magazine was very inade- 
quate to the alarm and difturbance which the governor’s 
meafure excited. Neither powder nor mufkets were 
fufficient to anfwer any eflential purpofe, or even to 
juttify apprehenfion. 

His lordfhip was exceedingly irritated at the behaviour 

of the people, and threw out threats. ‘Thofe of fetting 

up the royal ftandard, of enfranchifing the negroes, and 
arming them againft their mafters, and of deftroying 
the city, with other expreffions of a fimilar tendency, 
not only {pread a general alarm’ through the colony, but 
excited a kind of abhorrence of government, and an 
incurable fufpicion of its defigns. Mean while, feveral 
public meetings were held in different counties, in all of 
which the feizing of the powder, and the governor’s 
threats, were reprobated in the ftrongeft terms. © The 
news of Lexington engagement arriving when the minds 
of the Virginians were in fuch 4ferment, tended to in- 
creafe their apprehenfions, and of courfe attention to the 
militia and volunteer companies, 


eh 
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It was not longere the fame news reached Charleftown 
in South Carolina. The hopes of the inhabitants, that’ 
the ‘hon-importation and non-exportation agreements 
would induce thé parent ftate to recede from her de- 
mands, were blafted on the arrival of a packet from: 
London, ‘the toth of April: but when the Lexington 
news was received, they concluded that the colonies’ 
were to be dragooned into flavery. ©The thought ex-: 
cited the greateft indignation: but they paufed, upon 
confidering their fituation. -The province, for near two 
hundred miles coaftways, was acceffible to the Britifh 
fleets and armies. It had but a few trifling fortifications, 
and thefe held by Britifh officers. The weftern frontiers 
were expofed to the favages ; and the negroes might be 
prevailed upon, by infinuations, to flay their mafters. | 
The governor had the command of the militia; and all 
the officers had their commiffions from him. ~The in- 
habitants were quite defencelefs, without arms, ammu- 
nition, clothing, fhips, money, or men {killed in the 
arts of war. The ftores of the merchants afforded no 
fupplies of a warlike nature; no exception having been 
made in the general fcheme of non-importation. They 
could not however brook a mean fubmiffion to the dic- 
tates of Britain; and therefore determined upon a manly 
and virtuous refiftance.. Accordingly, on the night after — 
intelligence of aCtual hoftilities was received, a number 
of the principal gentlemen of the town poflefled them- 
felves of twelve hundred ftand of arms with the accou- 
trements; removed them directly from the royal arfenal, 
and afterward diftributed them- among the men inlifted 

in the public fervice, | we nil 
Let 
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Let us return to notice an expedition planned in Con- 
necticut. 

The neceffity of fecuring Tyconderoga, was early at- 
tended to by many in New England: but fome Con- 
necticut gentlemen were firft in attempting the meafure. 
Secrecy was effential to fuccefs; and delay might be 
dangerous. There was no waiting to confult the conti- 
nental congrefs; befide, it would not have been fafe 
to have communicated the fcheme to that body, as it 


was known there would be individuals in it, on whofe 


fidelity the Americans could not rely. Mefirs. Deane, 
Woofter, Parfons and others, undertook the affair, 


"They applied to the affembly for a loan, which was fur- 


nifhed, to the amount of about eighteen hundred dol- 
lars, and for which they gave bonds to be accountable. 
General Gage had fet the example of attempting to 
{eize wpon military ftores, and by fo doing had com- 
menced hoftilities: fo that retaliation appeared more 
than warrantable, even an att of felf-defence. The ex- 
pedition went on with rapidity. Several militia captains 
puthed forward to Salifbury to acquaint Mefirs. Blag- 
den’s (nephews to your former acquaintance, the car- 
penter;-of the fame name) with the defign, and to pro- 
cure their affittance. One was ill, the other * joined in 
the propofed manceuvre. After a little deliberation, 
they concluded upon fpending no time in obtaining 
men; but, having provided a fufficient quantity of pow- 
der and ball, fet off on horfeback for Bennington to 
engage colonel Allen. They conferred with him upon 


_their arrival; and then tarried with others to bake bread, 


#* Afterward a lieutenant colonel in Sheldon’s light horfe. 


and 
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and prepare other neceflaries, while the colonel went on 
to raife the men who ‘were wanting, and who were te 
meet the managers at Caftleton. While thefe were on 
their way to the place of rendezvous, they were met by 
_a countryman, apparently an undefighing honeft travel- 
Jer, but who was either himfelf well-fkuled and a prin- 
cipal, or had been well-tutored by fome one or other, 
that had either fufpected or gained knowledge of the ex- 
pedition, and meant to render it abortive. ‘They ad- 
dreffed him, “ From whence came you ?—T'rom Ty *, 
left it yefterday, at fuch an hour.—Has the garrifon re~ 
ceived any reinforcement P—Yes; I faw them; there 
were a number of artillery men and other foldiers.— 
What are they doing? Are they making faicines ?>— 
Don’t know what fafcines are. They are tying up flicks 
and brufh in bundles, and putting them where the walls 
are down.” Mr. Samuel Blagden put many infnaring 


queftions about the drefs and trimmings of the men, 


&c. The anfwers tended to confirm the man’s ftory. 


The company was ftaggered; and it being debated in 


council, whether they inould not return as they had no 
cannon, it was determined, by a majority of one only, 
to proceed. At Caftleton they met colonel Allen with 


his men, and altogether made two hundred and feventy 


_perfens; two hundred and thirty of them were green 
mountain boys, fo called from their refiding within the 
limits of the Green Mountains; as the Hamphhire 


Grants are denominated, from the range of green moun- | 


tains that runs through them. They are a brave hardy 
generation, chiefly fettlers from New Hampfhire, Mafia- 
* So Tyconderoga is frequently called for the fake of brevity, 

_ efpecially by the people dwelling in its neighbourhood, 
a i i chufetts 
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chufetts and Conneéticut *. Sentries were placed im- 
mediately on all the roads, to prevent any intelligence 
being carried to Tyconderoga. After the junétion at 
Caftleton, colonel Arnold arrived, with only a fingle 
fervant. The day after his getting to Cambridge with 
his volunteer company, he attended on the Maffachu- 
fetts committee of fafety, and reported that there were 
at Tyconderoga, 80 pieces of heavy cannon, 20 of brafs 
from 4 to 18 pounders, 10 or a dozen mortars, a number 
of fmall arms, and-confiderable ftores; and that the 
fort was in a ruinous‘condition, and as he fuppefed gar- 
rifoned by about forty men. Upon this the committee, 
on the third of May,-appointed him a colonel of four 
hundred men, whom he was to inlift and march for the 


reduction of Tyconderoga. The colonel was known 


only to Mr. Blagden. A council was called; his powers 


“were examined; and at length it was agreed, that he 


fhould be admitted to join and act with them, that fo 
the public might be benefited. It was fettled, how- 
ever, that colonel Allen fhould have the fupreme com- 
mand, and colonel Arnold was to be his affiftant; with 
which the latter appeared fatisfied, as he had no right 
by his commiffion, either to command or interfere with 
the others, who were not only out of the Maflachufetts 
line, but the fubjects of another colony. ‘The names 


-of the leaders, befides what have been mentioned, were 
- Mefits. Motte; Phelps’s (two brothers) Biggelow, Bull 
-and Nichols, befide colonels Eafton, Brown and War- 


ner, and captain Dickinfon. 
After it had been determined in a council to fet off 


the next morning early for Ty, and fomé of the ma- 


* "The territory has now the name of Vermozt. 
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magers had retired, a fecond council was held, andit 
was concludéd to proceed that very night, leaving Mefits. 
Blagden, Biegelow and Nichols, with a party of men, 
thirty in all, officers included, to march early in the 
morning for Skeenfborough, and fecure major Skeen, 
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his négroes and tenants. . This council might have been 
eccafioned by the return of captain Noah Phelps, who the 
day before, having difpuifed himfelf, entered the fort 
in thé character of a countryman wanting to be fhaved. 
In hunting for a barber, he obferved every thing. criti- 
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cally, afked a number of ruftic queftions, affected, great 
ignorance, and paffed unfufpected. Before might. he 
withdrew, came and joined his party, and in the morn- 
ing guided them to the place of deftination. | 
Colonel Allen, with his 230 green mountain boys, ars 
rived, at Lake Champlain, and oppofite to Tyconderogay 
on the ninth at night. Boats were procured with diffi- 
culty ;. when he and colonel, Arnold croffed over with 
83 men, and landed near the garrifon. Here a difpute 
took place between the colonels, the latter became af- 
fuming and fwore he would go in firft, the other fwore 
he fhould not.. The gentlemen prefent interpofed, and 
ahe matter was accommodated upon the footing that 
both fhould go in together. They advanced a long 
fide of each other, colonel Allen on the right hand of 
colonel Arnold, and entered the port leading to the fort, 

in the gray of the morning. A fentry fnapped his fufee yo, 

at colonel Allen, and then retreated through the covered | 
way to the parade; the main body of the Americans fol- 
lowed, and immediately drew up. Captain De-la Place, 
the commander, was furprifed a bed in his room. He was 
ordered to give up the fort; upon his afking by what 
| -~ authority, 
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authority, colonel Allen replied, I demand it in the 
name of the great Jehovah and the continental con- 
refs.” The conerefs knew nothing of the matter, and 
did not commence their exiftence till fome hours after ; 
when they began their feffion, they chofe the honorable 
Peyton Randolph prefident, and Mr. Charles Thomfon {e- 
cretary, each with a unanimous voice; and having agreed 
«: That the reverend Mr. Duché be requefted to open 
the congrefs with prayers to-morrow morning,” and 
appointed a committee to acquaint him with their re- 
queft, adjourned till the next day. Had captain De le 
Place been upon the parade with his men, he could 
have made ‘no effectual refiftance. The fort was out of 
repair, and he had but about thirty effectives. Could 
he have gained timely intelligence, he might have pro- 
cured a reenforcement from St. John’s. You have the 
particulars of the military ftores taken at Tycanderoga 
below *. After colonel Allen had landed, the- boats 
were fent back for the remainder of the men under co- 
Jonel Seth Warren, but the place was furprifed before 
he could get over. Immediately upon his joining the 
fuccefsful party, he was fent off to take poffefion of 
Crown Point, where a fergeant and twelve men performed 
garrifon duty; but the greateft acquifition was that of 


* Between 112 and 120 iron cannon from 6 to 24 pounders—re 
{wivels of different fizes——z ten inch mortars—1 howitzer—1 cohorn— 
10 tons of mufket balls—3 cart load of flints—30 new carriages—a 
confiderable quantity of fhells—a warehoufe full of materials to catry 
on boat building-—100 fland of {mall arms——ro cafks of very indif- 
ferent powder——2 brafs cannon-—3o0 barrels of flour—18 barrels of 
pork, and fome beans and peas. ~ 

The prifoners were the captain, a lieutenant, a gunner, 2 fergeants, 
and -44rank and file; befide women and children, 2 

; more 
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more than a hundred pieces of cannon. ‘The complete 
command of Lake Champlain was of high importance 
to the Americans, and could not be effected without 
their getting poffeffion of a floop of war lying at St. 
John’s, at the bottom of the lake. It was determined 
to man and arm a fchooner lying at South Bay, and that 
colonel Arnold fhould command her, and that colonel 
Allen fhould command the batteaus, a name generally 
affixed to boats of a particular conftruétion, calculated 
for navigating the lakes and rivers, and drawing but 
lictle water, though heavily laden. The wind being 
frefh in the fouth, the {chooner out failed the batteaus, 
and colonel Arnold furprifed the floop. The wind fhift- 
ing fuddenly to the north, and blowing frefh, in about 
an hour’s time colonel Arnold failed with the prize and 
ichooner for seb rcmpnsiai and met colonel Allen with 
his party. 

The furprife of Skeenfborough was fo conducted, that 
the negroes were all fecured, and major Skeen, the fon, 


iS ; 


taken while out a fhooting, and his ftrong ftone houfe — 


pofiefled, and the pafs completely gained, without any 


bioodfhed, the fame as at Tyconderoga. Had the ma. 


jor received the leaft intimation, the attempt muft have 
mifcarried; for he had about fifty tenants nigh at hand, 
belides eight negroes and twelve workmen. 


“Colonel Allen foon left Tyconderoga, under hi. : 
command of colonel Arnold, with a number of men, - 


who agreed to remain in garrifon. — ! 
When the news of Tyconderoga’s being taken reached 
the continental congrefs, they earneftly recommended it 
to the committees of the cities and counties of New 
York and Albany, immediately to caufe the cannon 
. and 
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and ftores to be removed from thence to the fouth end 
of Liake George ; but that an exact inventory fhould be 
taken of them, “ in order that they may be fafely re- 
turned, when the reftoration of the former harmony be- 
tween Great Britain, and thefe colonies, {fo ardently 
wifhed for by the latter, fhall render it prudent and con- 
fittent with. the ovet-ruling law’ of felf-prefervation.” 
Whatever may be the drift of a few in congrefs, the 
body with to keep the door open for. an.accommodation. 
This-was-apparent, in the advice they, gave the New 
Yorkers, three days before. the preceding recommenda- 
tion. The city and county of New York applied to 
them for information how to conduct toward the troops 
expected there. The congrefs refolved,.“ That. it. be 
recommended, forthe prefent, to the inhabitants of 
New York, that if the troops which are expected, fhould 
arrive, the faid colony act on the defenfive, fo long as 
may be confiftent with, their fafety and fecurity ; that the 
troops be permitted to remain in the barracks, fo long 
as they behave peaceably and quietly, but. that they be 
not fuffered to erec& fortifications, ortake any fleps for 
cutting off the communication between the town and 
country; and that if they commit hoftilities or invade 
private. property, the inhabitants, fhould defend them- 
felves and their property, and repel force by force; that 
the warlike ftores be removed from the town ; that places 
of retreat, in cafe of neceffity; be provided for the wo- 
men and children of New York; and that a fufficient 
number of men be imbodied, and kept in conftant rea- 
dinefs for protecting, the inhabitants from infult and in- 
jury.” . 
Let us come to the Maffachuletts,. . 


Mr, 
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Mr. Hancock having been chofen at the laft eleGion, 
on December 5, 1774, one of the delegates to the ge- 
neral congrefs; and the time approaching when it be- 
came neceflary for him to prepare for his journey, Dr. 
jofeph Warren was chofen i age of the provincial 
congrels pro tempore. 
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The inhabitants of Bofton lodged bleh the felectmen, April 
according to agreement with general Gage, 1778 fie ck 


arms, 634 piftols, 273 bayonets, and 38 blunderbuffes. 
The fame day the provincial congrefs recommended to 
the inhabitants of the aloe the removal of their 
effects, &c. ; 


OA circular letter was written to the feveral towns 238. 


of the colony, wherein after noting the affair of the 
nineteenth, it was faid, “ We conjure you, by all that 
1s dear, by all that is facred, that you give all affiftance 
poffible in forming the army. Our all is at ftake. Dea 


and devaftation are the certain confequences of delay 


E.very moment is infinitely precious. An hour loft may 
deluge your country in blood, and entail perpetual fla- 
very upon the few of your pofterity, who may furvive 
the carnage. We beg and entreat, as you will anfwer. 
it to your country, to your confciences, and above all 
as you will anfwer it to God himfelf, that you will haften 
and encourage, by all poffible means, the inliftment of 
men to form the army; and fend them forward to head 
quarters at Cambridge, with that expedition which the 


-vatt ni and inftant urgency of the affair de- 


mand,” ‘This addrefs was attended to, the men difco- 


-vered a readinefs to turn out for the falvation of their 


country, and the women applied themfelves with cheer- 


fulnefs to the fitring out of their hufbands, fathers and 


Voz. IT.’ Cc - brothers, 


18 


THE HISTORY OF THE 


brothers, for the important expedition, while the dan- 
gers of it were overlooked or difregarded. After a few 
days continuance before Bofton, great numbers returned 
home; fome to follow their bufinefs, and others to pro- 
cure neceflaries for the time they had inliftted, or meant 
to inlift for. During the interval between this return, 
and the provincials reforting afrefh to the place of ren- 
dezvous, the land entrance into and out of the town by 
the neck, was next to unguarded. Not more than be- 
tween fix and feven hundred men, under colonel Le- 
muel Robinfon of Dorchefter, were engaged in defend- 
ing fo important a pafs, for feveral days together. For 
nine days and nights the colonel never fhifted his clothes, 
nor lay down to fleep; as he had the whole duty upon 
him even down to the adjutant, and as there was no 
officer of the day to aflift. The ofticers, in general, had 
ieft the camp, in order to raife the wanted number of 
men. The colonel was obliged therefore, for the time 
mentioned, to patrole the guards every night, which 
gave him a round of nine miles to qraverkcay 4 

The Maflachufetts congrefs allotted to the different 
towns, the five thoufand poor expected out of Bofton. 
Rhode Ifland and Conne¢ticut had made paper money, 


with which to furnifh a plentiful fubftitute for cafh, and- 


to anfwer prefent exigencies. The men repairing from 
thefe colonies, for the defence of the Maflachufetts, were 
{applied with this money ; the Maffachufetts therefore 
refolved, that it fhould pafs in all payments. 

The general afiembly of Conneéticut appointed Dr. 


Johnfon, and Oliver Wolcot efg. a committee from 


cheir body, to wait upon general Gage, and defired the 


governor to write in their name to the general, relative - 
to 


\ 
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to the fituation of public affairs, and the late unfortunate 
tranfactions in the Maflachufetts. “He wrote on the 
twenty-eighth of April; and the committee repaired to 
Bofton with the' letter. Both the provincial congrefs 
and the committee of fafety were greatly alarmed at the 
tranfaction. The firft wrote to the delegates, whom 2. 
they had fent to the colony, reprefenting to them the 
fatal confequences that might follow, upon any one co- 
lony’s undertaking, to negotiate feparately, either with 
parliament, miniftry, or their agent here. The laft 
wrote to the colony itfelf, entreating it to afford imme- 
diately all poffible aid. Governor Trumbull acquainted 
them, in his anfwer of May the 4th, that they need not 
fear their firrmnefs, deliberation and unanimity, to pur- 
fue meafures which may appear beft for common defence 
and fafety; and that Connecticut will be cautious of 
trufting promifes, which it may be in the power of any 
to evade. | : 

On the fame day, on which general Gage fent a fen- 3. 
fible and refpeétful anfwer to governor ‘Trumbull, the | 
Maffachufetts congrefs empowered the receiver general 
to borrow 75,0001. fterling upon notes, bearing an in- 
tereft of fix per cent. that fo they might fupport their 
forces ; they alfo forwarded difpatches to the general con- 
erefs, containing accounts of their proceedings. In 
their letter they mentioned, “ The fudden exigency of 
our public affairs, precluded the poffibility of waiting 
for your direction in thefe important meafures, more 
efpecially as a confiderable reinforcement from Great 
Britain is daily expected in this colony, and we are now 
reduced to the fad alternative of defending ourfelves by 


arms, OF fubmitting to be flaughtered.” “They modeftly 
| Geo fugcefted 


ing office:s of ten neighbouring towns, to march one 
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fuggefted the necelflity of a powerful army on the fide 
of America. ‘Phey took notice, that the inhabitants of 
many of their fea-ports, had removed, and were remoy- 
ing their families and effects, to avoid deftruction from 
the fhips of war; and exprefied their confidence in the 
wifdom and ability of the continent to fupport them, 
{> far as it fhould appear neceflary for the common 
caufe of the American colonies. 7 

The committee of fafety wrote to the governor an 
company of Connecticut, moft earneftly preffing them 
to fend immediately three or four thoufand men, that fo 
an important. poft might be fecured, which otherwife 
the enemy would be likely to pofleds themfelves of, as 
foon as their reinforcement arrived. ‘The troops were 
defired to be forwarded in companies as faft as they. 
could be got ready. They fent alfo to Rhode Ifland, 
and urged their marching a body of troops to affift on 
the like occafion. They proceeded to refolve, “ That 
the public good requires that government in full form 
ought to be taken up immediately.” Advice was receiv- 
ed, that a number of tranfports with troops were jut 
arrived at Bofton from England. : 

The provincial congrets refolved, ‘* That general 
Gage has, by the late tranfactions, and many other 
means, utterly difqualified himfelf from ferving this co- 
lony as a governor, or in any other capacity ; and that 
eherefore ho obedience is in future due to him; but that. 
on the contrary, he ought to be confidered and guarded 
againft, as an unnatural and inveterate enemy to the 
country.” 1, 

The committee of fafety ordered the command- 


half. 
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half of the militia, and all the minute men under 
their command, forthwith to Roxbury, that fo the Bri- 
tifh troops might not come and _poflets themfelves of 
that poft. Before it was properly ftrengthened, general 
Gage entertained fuch defign. General Thomas who 
commands there, gained information of what was in- 
tended, on the day it was to be executed. His whole 
force confifted only of feven hundred men, The pott 
comprehended a large broad high hill. A road leads to 
the top of it, vifible in fome parts, to perfons at the 
entrance into Bofton; it paffes over the hill and de- 
fcends into a hollow, from whence you can turn off, 
and paffing circuitoufly enter again upon. the faid road. 
The general took advantage of this circumftance, and 
continued marching his feven hundred men round and 
sound the hill, by which he multiplied their appearance, 
to any one who was reconnoitring them at Bofton. The 
drefs of the militia was extremely various, and confifted 
of their common clothing, which prevented the dif- 
covery of a deception, big might otherwile have been 
foon deteéted, had they worn a henitoerd and poflefled 
regimental enfigns. This warlike impofition moft pro- 
bably prevented general Gage’s attacking and carrying 
the poft, by the poffeffion of which he would have had 
it in his power to direét his march to any part of the 
country he pleafed. The colonels of the feveral regi- 
‘ments were ordered. to repair immediately to Cambridge, 
with the men they had inlifted ; and part of the cannon 
and ftores to be removed to fome diftance for fecurity ; 
--and breaft works to be erected at different places, to 
prevent the enemy’s paffing into the’country from Bof- 


ton neck, and to annoy them if they croffed the river 
Ong and 


at 
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ba || and advanced through Charleftown, or if they attempted 
going by water to Medford. The Maffachufetts congrefs 
i concluded on difarming the difaffected inhabitants ; and 
that no perfon fhould move with his effects out of the 
colony, unlefs leave was granted. 
i, 1 They refolved upon a letter to the eaftern tribe of In- 
dians, to fecure their friendfhip, and engage them. on 
the fide of the colonies, and propofed to raife a com- 
pany of them to ferve in the war. Four days after, the 
committee of fafety voted, that captain John Lane have 
inlifting papers for raifing fuch company. The pro- 
vincials reprobate in the bittereft terms, the idea’ of the 
{ndians being employed by the miniftry againft them- 
felves; fo that there is a feeming inconfiftency in their 
attempting to engage them againft the Britifh troops. 
But let it be remembered, that the Indians will proba- 
bly take part with the one fide or the other; for through 
a reftlefs warlike temper, they are not in common dif- 
pofed to obferve a neutrality; and that there 1s a wide 
difference between employing them againft armed fel- 
diers,°and letting them loofe upon deferiesiek fettlers, 
men, women and children. 

Skirmifhes were occafioned at different” times and 
places, by the attempts of each party to carry off ftock 
from the fmall iflands, with which the bay of Bof- 
ton is agreeably interfperfed, and afforded the mixt 
fpectacle of ships boats and men engaged by land 7 


pe | and water,  Thefe {mall engagements were not 
oN trifling in their confequences, The advantage was 
ia | generally on the fide of the Americans, which elated 
“a | —— sheir fpirits. They alfo learnt from them to face ” 


, | wi danger, and to. run naeares and it is by being habi- 
oie | tuated 
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tuated to thefe, that probably the greateft quantum of 
courage is acquired. Frequent {kirmifhes are good pre- 
paratives, by which to qualify raw foldiers to fight as 
veterans in fet battles. 

Two floops, and an armed {chooner with foldiers, 21. 
failed to Grape Ifland to get hay. The provincials fol- 
lowed them as foon as the tude admitted, drove them 
off by their approach, burnt all the hay, about eighty 

‘ton, and brought off the cattle from the ifland. | 
A committee having been appointed to inquire what 24 
was the ftock of powder in certain towns, reported, that. 
in thirty-nine towns in Suffolk, Effex, Middlefex, Ply- 
mouth and Worcefter, there were 672 barrels. ‘The reft of 
the towns in the colony had none worth mentioning. How 
“painful a circumftance, the fmall quantity of powder, 
to thofe Americans, who have any idea of the great 
confumption which war oceafions ! The want of it had 
been fenfibly felt for fome time ; and therefore, befide 
the adoption of other meatures, orders were given 
for the importation of that, and other military ftores ; 
but it muft be long before they can be procured in this 
way, fhould they come {afe. 

The Cerberus atrived at Bofton with the three gene- 25. 
rals, Howe, Clinton, and Burgoyne. They were fo 
affared in their own miftaken apprehenfions, that there 
would be no occafion to draw the fword in fupport of 
mninifterial meafures, that they had prepared to amufe 
themfelves with fifhing and other diverfions, inftead of 
expecting to be engaged in military fervice. They 
were aftonifhed at the fituation of affairs, and when in 
company with generals Gage and Haldiman, afked how 
the fortié happened, General Haldiman anfwered, “ I 
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knew nothing about it, till the barber came in to fhave. 
me, and faid, that the troops were gone out and that they 
had been fighting. I did not choofe that he fhould’ 
know I got my information from him. I therefore 
called my footman, and fent him out upon a frivolous 
errand, well knowing, that if there was any truth in 
what the barber reported, he would bring me word of 
it, which he did. In this way. I became acquainted 
with what had happened.” The newly arrived generals 
declared their furprife in the fignificant looks which fol- 
lowed this relation from the fecond in command. 

- About fix hundred of the Maffachufetts and New 
Hampfhire forces were employed to bring off the ftock 
from Hog Ifland and Noddles Ifland, which hie conti- 
guous: the intervening paflage is fordable at certain 
times of the tide. A party went on and fired the hay 
and barn on Noddles Ifland,. on which a number of 
marines croffed from. Befton; and, upon the pro- 
vincials retreating to Hog Ifand, were decoyed down 
to the water fide, when a hot action commenced, which 
did not clofe with the day. The king’s troops amount- 
ed to fome hundreds, and were fupported by an armed 
fchooner. of four fix pounders and twelve fwivels, an 
armed floop, and the barges all fixed with {wivels. The 
provincials were commanded by general Putnam. Dr, 
Warren’s zeal and courage would not admit of his re- 
maining at a diftance: upon hearing what was going 
forward, he repaired to the fpot to encourage the men, 
They had. two pieces of artillery, which were well ferv- 
ed, and did confiderable execution. The night was 
very dark, but the-action continued all through it. To- 
ward morning the {chooner got aground upon Winni- 

| fimmet 
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fimmet ferry ways; the Britifh were obliged to aban- 
don her, and the provincials boarded, and after 
{tripping her of every thing valuable, fet her on fire. 
They loft not a man, and had only three wounded, not 
one mortally. The regulars were faid to have fuffered 


very much, not to have had lefs than two hundred killed 


and. wounded. , The lofs was, probably, greatly exag- 


gerated: that, however, had a good effect on the 


provincials: The affair was matter of no {mall triumph 
to them, and they felt, upon the occafion, more cou- 
‘rageous than ever. 

“The provincials went afrefh on Noddles Ifland, and 
burnt the manfion houfe, which anfwered no good. pur- 
pofe whatever, But there are too many, who deftroy 
property merely becaute of its having belonged, or being 


25 


30. 


fuppofed to belong to thofe Americans, who have taken ~ 


the oppofite fide of the queftion in the prefent contro- 
yerfy. -The ftock,. confifling of between five and fix 
hundred fheep and lambs, twenty head of cattle, befides 
horfes, was ‘taken off by them in the courfe of the day. 
“The-next day five hundred fheep and thirty head of cattle 
were removed off Pettick’s Ifland by a party under co- 


lonel Robinfon, On the night of June the fecond, June 


eight hundred fheep and lambs, together with a number * 
of cattle, were carried off Deer Ifand isi a rope of pro- 
vincials under major Greaton, 

~The agreement with general Gage, relative to the 
inhabitants leaving the town of Bofton, was well obferved 
in the beginning; and their requeft was granted, with 
_ the approbation of all. © But after a fhort time, they 
were detained upon the plea, that perfons going from 
thence for the goods of thofe who chofe to abide there were 
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not properly treated. The embarraffments and delays which 
the inhabitants had to contend with, induced the provin- 
cial congrefs to order the fending of a letter to general 
Gage, to remonttrate with him upon the fubje&t. The 
letter however did not anfwer. The truth is, after a 
number were allowed to depart, great clamors were 
raifed. Such perfons as were, or pretended to be well 
affected to the Britifh government, alleged that none 
but the ill-inclined were for removing, and that when 
they were fafe with their effeéts, the town would be fet 
on fire. A demur foon afterward arofe about the mean- 
ing of the word effects, whether merchandife was in- 
cluded; and the general, being fenfible, that the per- 
mitting articles of that kind to be carried out, might 
ftrengthen the Americans in their refiftance, would not 
admit of their removal. This proved a hardfhip 
to many who quitted the town, as it deprived them 
of the refource for living in their accuftomed at- 
fluence. In a variety of inftances, the paffports were 
fo conduéted, that families were cruelly divided ; 
wives were feparated from their hufbands; children 
from their parents; the aged and the fick from their 
relations and friends, who wifhed to attend and 
comfort them. The general was very averfe to the. 
allowing of women and children to leave Bofton, think- 


ing they contributed to the fafety of the place, and pre- 


vented his being attacked; but of that no real danger 


_exifted, notwithftanding the hich tone of the people 
without, and the intimations of fome within the town, 


Numbers of the poor and helplefs were however 
fent out, and feveral of them infected with, or not fully 
recovered 


AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 


recovered from the fmall-pox, by which mean the pro- 
vincials were greatly endangered. 

Thefe were employed in collecting their force, from every 
quarter, with all poffible difpatch, which could not be dif- 
penfed with, confidering the reinforcements which had 
arrived, and were arriving at Bofton. But they were 
diftreffed for want of money; and a letter was difpatched, 
by the Maffachufetts congrefs, to their receiver general, 
upon the abfolute neceffity of paying the colony forces 
immediately, and direCting his attendance forthwith; 
and alfo acquainting him, that a gentleman at Salem 
had 3751. fterling, which he was willing to lend the pro- 
vince, and which would be of the utmoft importance to 
pay direétly to the foldiers, and might prevent the greateit 
mifchiefs. The want of cafh obliged them to have a 
recourfe to province notes, which they ftruck off night 
and day, for the advance pay of the men who had in- 
lifted. 

They were better off as to provifion, and eftablifhed 

a too plentiful allowance, beyond what the troops could 
expend. By the general return of the army at Cam- 
bridge, it amounted on the ninth to 1581 officers, com- 
miffioned and non-commiffioned, fergeants, &c. and 
606 3 privates, in all 7644, But fuch was the want of 
regularity, that no dependence could be had upon its ex- 
aétnefs, [he number of privates was probably much 
ageravated. "Too many, of the officers did not fcruple 
to make falfe returns for their ewn emolument. © The 
large proportion of them fhows that the regiments were 
far from being full, or were much over-officered. Seve- 
ral of the Maffachufetts officers are miferable tools, and 
muft be difcarded fyoner or later. it is owing to their 
having 
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‘having been elected by the very privates they command ; 


and to the refignations of a number who had govern- 
mental commiffions, but have thrown them up, from 
an apprehenfion that the Americans. will not fucceed 5 
this gave an opening for a fet of fellows totally def- 
titute of both courage and honor, 


to pufh themfelves 
forwar | 


and get chofen. 

General Gage iffued a proclamation offering a par- 
don in the king’s name, to all Te fhould forthwith 
lay down their arms, and return to their peaceable oc- 
cupations, except Samuel Adams and John Hancock. 
All, who did not accept of the proffered mercy, who 
fhould protect, affifl, conceal or correfpond with fuch, 
were to be treated as rebels and traitors. It alfo declared, 
that as a {top was put to the due courfe of juftice, martial 
law fhould take place till the laws were reftored to their 
due efficacy. The proclamation had no other effect than 
to put the provincials upon looking out for the opera- 
tions which were to fucceed. The Maffachufetts con- 
erefs chofe their prefident, Dr, Warren, fecond major 
general in their own forces; the firft having been chofen 
the day before. 


A difcovery has been made, -which will deliver down — 
‘to pofterity the name of governor Hutchinfon, loaded 


with infamy. An accident has thrown into the hands 
of the Americans, the books of his copied letters to the 
miniftry and others, in his own hand writing. By means 
of them, the feveral charges brought againft him, of 
his enmity to his own colony, of his confummate du- 
plicity, of his advifing miniftry to alter the charter, and 
to ufe force for the eftablifhment of their plans, and of 
his affuring them that they would meet with no effectual 
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refiftance from the boafting fons of liberty, whofe ‘cou- 
rage would certainly fail them when put to the trial, have 
been authenticated beyond the poffibility of a denial. 
When he quitted the province, all his furniture was 
‘left behind in his feat at Milton. After the Lexington 
engagement, the committee of the town removed it, in 
_ order to fave it from being totally ruined. Mr. Samuel 
Henfhaw *, defirous of feeing how the houfe looked, 
when fript of all the furniture, repaired thither with the; » 
~ gentleman who had the key. He went at length up 
into a dark garret, where he difcovered an old trunk, 
which he was told was left behind, as it contained 
nothing but a parcel of ufelefs papers. Curiofity led 
him to examine them, when he foon difcovered a letter. 
book of Mr. Hutchinfon’s, which he fecured, and 
then pofted away to Dr. Warren, to whom he related 
what had happened; on which an order was foon fent 
to general Thomas at Roxbury, to poftefs himfelf of - 
the trunk. It was brought to his quarters: and there, 
through the irnprudent exultations of fome about the 
general, the contents were too often expofed to perfons 
reforting thither, and fome fingle letters conveyed away : | 
one for the public good, it being thought that if the 
fame was generally known, it might be of differvice in the 
prefent moment, as it had not a favorable afpect upon 
the ftaunch patriotifm of Mr. Hancock. T he letter 
books and other papers were afterward taken proper care: 
of; and have been fubmitted to my infpection. Many 
of his letters, befide what have already appeared, will 
be printed : thofe you meet with as his, in the Bofton 


* Since colletor of impoft and excife for the county of Suffolk 
in the Maflachufetts, 


8 _. Gazette, 
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Gazette, or actually taken from it, you may ana 
upon as genuine, and faithfully copied. 

Mr. Hutchinfon behaved much to the fatisfaction of 
the public as judge of probates. He was ready to afhift, 
in a moft obliging manner, the widow and the orphan 
with his advice, whenever their bufinefs called them be- 
fore him. As chief juftice he was not exceptionable, 
only when he fupported the caufe of government againft 
the claims of the people. When inthe chair of the firft 
magiftrate, his appointments to different offices were 
generally of men well qualified for difcharging the duties 
of the fame, though moftly fupporters of government: 
he was advifed by a Britifh naval officer to fecure Meff. 
Hancock and S. Adams by promoting them; but re- 
plied, that though fuch a fcheme might anfwer in regard 
to Mr. H. it would not as to Mr. A. for it would be 
only giving him more power to aid him in his oppofi- 
tion, and that he fhould not be able afterward to remove 
him. Under the charter the governor cannot remove 
from offices without the confent of the council; and 
Mr. Hutchinfon knew that Mr. S. Adams’s intereft in 
the council would be greater than his own. He was 
ufed to profefs the warmeft attachment to the good of 
his native colony, and that he was ever aiming to pro- 
mote its happinefs ; and would frequently fhow the let- 
ters he had written about the time of the ftamp-aét, in 
oppolition to that meafure. He ingratiated himfelf by 
his free, familiar, and condefcending intercourfe with the 
common people, whom he would join, walk and con- 
verfe with, in his way, from the meeting to his feat. 
On thefe accounts he had a number of friends and advo- 


cates, who thought highly of him; but fince the difeo- 
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very 
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very of his letters, they begin to own that they were 
deceived in the man, and soba miftaken in the good 
opinion they entertained of him. He will be Mies 
in America if not in Great Britain. . 

The difpatches forwarded to the general congrefs from 
the Maffachufetts the beginning of May, led on to their 
refolving themfelves into 2 committee of the whole to 
take into confideration the ftate of America. Before 
they finithed this great bufinefs, they refolved unani- 
-moufly “ That allexportations to Quebec, Nova Scotia, 
the ifland of St. John’s, Newfoundland, Georgia, except 
the parith of St. John’s, and to Eaft and Weft Florida, 
immediately ceafe, and that no provifion of any kind, 
or other neceffaries, be furnifhed to the Britifh fifhertes, 
on the American coafts, until it be otherwife determined 
by the congrefs.’ The parifh of St. John’s was ex- 
cepted, as it had fent a delegate to congrels. “They 
continued to #t in committee from day to day till the 
aath, when the honorable Peyton Randolph, being un- 
der a neceffity of returning home, and the chair being 
thereby vacated, they unanimoufly chofe the honorable 
John Hancock efq; prefident. 

_ A report from the committee being read, the congrels May 
came unanimoufly into certain refolutions; and among 7° 
other matters they refolved, ‘* That the colonies be 
immediately put into a ftate of defence: but that, as 
hey moft ardently with for a reftoration of the harmony 
formerly fubfifting between the mother country and thefe 
colonies, for the promotion of this moft defirable Toy: 
conciliation, an humble and dutiful petition be prefented 
to his majefty.” It was then refolved, but not unani- 
-moufly, “« That meafures be entered into for opening 
| a nego- 
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a hegotiation, in order to accommodate the unhappy 
difputes fubfitting between Great Britain and thefe colo- 
nies, and that this be- made a part of the petition to 
the king.”—Afterward “ That the militia of New York 
be armed and trained, and in conftant readinefs to act 
at a moment’s warning.” 

Mr. Dickinfon, the author of the farmer’s letters, is 


.now a member of conerefs for Pennfylvania. His heart 


was much engaged in bringing about a reconciliation, 
and he labored hard in procuring a fecond petition to 
the king ; but it was oppofed by feveral, and occafioned 
{trong debates for fome days. However for the fake of 
conereffional harmony it was at length unanimoufly agreed 
to; as they that oppofed it had not the leaft idea of its 
proving effectual, from a full perfuafion that the Britifh 
miniftry would be fo irritated, by what had happened 
on April the nineteenth, as to reject all tenders fhort of 
full fubmiffion. ‘Thefe neverthelefs declined voting, that 
meafures for a negotiation fhould make a part of the 
petition. Since the Lexington engagement, many of ~ 
the New Englanders believe, that the conteft muift end 
in abfolute flavery or real independence. 

Congrefs wrote a letter to the Canadians, ftiling them 
the cpprefjed inhabitants of Canada, and themfelves friends 
and countrymen. twas defigned to perfuade them; that 
their prefent form of government is a form of tyranny, 
and'that they, their wives and children, are made flaves; 
to prevent their taking a part againft the colonies in the 
prefent conteft; and to procure’a union of all in defence 
of common liberty. 7 


It 
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It was refolved, “ That no provifions of any Bias be Jone 


furnifhed or fupplied to or for the ufe of the Britifh 
army or navy, in the Maflachufetts-bay, or of any 
tran{port.” 

Congrefs, for th e firft time, filed. the bes THE 
TWELVE UNITED COLONIES, in a refolve, 
« That Thurfday the 20th of July, be obferved through- 
out the twelve united colonies, as a day of humiliation, 
fafting and prayer. From henceforward the united colo- 
nies will come into ufe. © | 

Major Skeen (the father) of Skeenfborough, with 
other officers, upon their arriving the evening before at 
Philadelphia, in a veffel from London, were taken into 
cuftody. Congrefs being informed of it, and that the 
faid Skeen had been lately appointed governor of the 
forts of Tyconderoga and Crown Point, and had de- 
clared that he was authorized to raife a regiment in 
America ; they appointed a committee to examine his 
papers, as alfo thofe of a lieutenant in the regulars. 

‘They, having been applied to, bya letter of May 16th, 
from the Maflachufetts convention, for their explicit ad- 
vice, refolved, “ That no obedience being due to the 
act of parliament for altering the charter of the colony 


of Maffachufetts-bay, nor to a governor or lieutenant 


governor. who will not obferve the directions of, but 
endeayour to fubvert that charter, the governor and 
lieutenant governor of that colony are to be confidered 
as abfent, and their offices vacant 5 and as there ig .no 
council there, and the inconveniencies arifing from the 
| fufpenfion of the powers of government are intolerable; 
that, in order to conform as near as may be to the fpirit 
and fubftance of the charter, it be recommended to the 
| provincial convention to write letters to the inhabitants 
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of the feveral places, entitled to rep srefentation in affem-— 


bly, requefting them to choofe fuch reprefentatives ; ; and 
that the afflembly, when chofen, do elect countellors ; 
and that fuch afflembly or council exercife the powers of 
government, until a governor of his majefty’s appoint- 
ment will confent to govern the colony according to its 
charter.”’ 

It was recommended to the united colonies to collect 
falt-petre and fulphur, and to manufacture the fame into 
eun-powder for the ufe of the continent. 

Congrefs agreed to the refolutions of the committee of 
the whole houfe, “ That fix companies of expert rifle- 
men be immediately raifed in Pennfylvania, two in 
Maryland, and two in Virginia; and that each com- 
pany, confifting of fixty-eight privates, befide officers, 
march as foon as aisha and an the ating near 
Bofton, to-be there employed as light infantry.” 

They proceeded to choofe by bailot a gene ral to com- 
mand-all the continental forces, and George Wa/bington 
eq; was unanimoufly elected. 

The prefident informed him of the ch oice which the 
congrefs had made, and of their requefting his accept- 
ance of that employment. Colonel Washington, ftand~ 
ing in his place, anfwered, 

«< Mr. Pr efident, 
«Though I am truly fenfible of the high honor done 


me in this appointment, yet I feel great diftrefs from a 
confcioufnefs, that my abilities and military experience 
ray not be equal to the extenfive and important truft. 
However, as the congrefs defire it, I will enter upon 
the momentous duty, and exert every power I poffefs in 
their fervice, and for the fupport of the glorious caufe. 
“ I beg 
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« Tobeg they will accept my moft cordial thanks for this 


diftinguifhed teftimony of their approbation. 

«© But, left fome unlucky event fhould happen un- 
favorable to my reputation, I beg it may be remem- 
bered by every gentleman in the room, that I this day 
declare, with the utmoft fincerity, I do not think my- 
felf equal to the command I am honored with. 

« As to pay, Sir, I beg leave to affure the congrefs, 
that as no pecuniary confideration could have tempted 
me to accept this arduous employment, at the expence 
of my domeftic eafe and happinefs, I do not with to 
make any profit from it. I will keep an exact account 
of my expences. Thofe, I doubt not, Cie will ae 
charge, and that is all I defire.” 


The colonel did not afpire to the honor of com-~ 


manding the army; he was even folicitous to avoid it, 
upon an apprehenfion of his inadequacy to the import- 
ance of the fervice. ‘The partiality of congrefs how- 


ever, affifted by a political motive, rendered his reafons 


unavailing ; and led him to “ launch into a wide and ex- 
tenfive field, too boundlefs for his abilities, and far, very 
far beyond bis experience,” as his prevailing modefty in- 
duced him to exprefs himfelf. He is dauntlefs, active, 
attentive to bufinefs, temperate, humane, formed for 
gaining and fecuring the affections of officers and foldi- 


ers, far from haughty and fupercilious, though natu-~ 


| rally referved ; which is a quality that may fecure him 
from anfwering, without offending, many improper 


queftions, that the New Englanders will be likely to afk, 


for they are amazingly addicted to inquifitivenefs: this 
is greatly owing to the equality that prevails among 
them, and leads them into thofe mutual freedoms, which 
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are cenfured in places where diftinétion in fortune and 
rank are far more prevalent and difproportioned, The 
perfonal appearance of the colonel is noble and en- 
gaging, He certainly poffeffes {trong powers of mind, 
which will tend much to fupply, in a fhort feafon, any ~ 
prefent deficiencies, that the want of more extenfive 
reading, and of more practical knowledge in military 
matters, may inevitably occafion. His days have been 
fpent in America, and he has had little opportunity 
of feeing fervice. As you have already been informed, 
in £755 he prevented the total ruin of the Britith troops 
after general Braddock’s defeat, by covering their retreat 
with his rangers: but he has never been accuftomed to 
the command of a regular regiment, to which is to be im- 
puted his faying to the volunteers he lately commanded in 
Virginia, that a gun and a good fword or hanger was all 
the foldier wanted, without mentioning a word of the 
bayonet—it was all that the ranger wanted. When the 
lat French war was clofed, the ceffions made to Britain 
in thefe American regions, cut off all expectation of 
future hoftile armies in the country ; and made the pro- 
feffed ftudy of the arts of war fuperfluous to a perfon 
inclined to the pleafures of a plantation. 

Though the late Rev. Mr. Davis, whom you well 
remember when at London, inferted the following note 
in a fermon of his on fome fpecial occafion, ** I may 
point out to the public that heroic youth colonel Walh- 
ington, whom I cannot but hope Providence has hitherto 
preferved in fo fignal a manner for fome irnportant fer- 
vice to his country :” yet as no human knowledge could, 
at that period, fathom the events of the prefent day, 
and as there was no evidence of its being in any degree 
prophetic, 
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prophetic, it can be afcribed only to the admiration the 
author felt while contemplating the character of the 
colonel. But his being a perfon ‘of ftri¢t honor and 
probity, was undoubtedly a main reafon with congrefs 


for electing him to the chief command of the American 


army. They are fully perfuaded of his patriotifm, that 
itis not pretended; that he will not betray the caufe 
of the united colonies; that he will rot: lath away 
thofe fcanty fupplies, which call for the preateft occo- 
nomy; that he will never prey upon the vitals of his 
country to enrich himfel§ nor countenance others in 
doing it; that while he is intrufted with the power of 
the fword, he will pay a facred regard to the civil rights 
of his fellow fubjects; and that he will not add need- 
lefs barbarity to the unavoidable horrors and calamities 
of war. He does not underftand French; the know- 
ledge of which many will view as an important accom- 


plifhmeént, efpecially fhould the continuance of the pre-_ 


fent rupture make the aid of France hereafter a de- 
firable acquifition. But fhould the times ever induce 
French adventurers to repair in fhoals to head quarters, 
he may blefs his ignorance for fecuring him from many 
impertinent, long, and tirefome applications of military 
men, of no eminence and little worth, mete foldiers of 
fortune, who are after rank and riches, both of which 


the united colonies fhould deal out with a parfimonious : 


hand, in accommodation to their own circumftances. 
He entered on the forty-fourth year of his age the rith 
of laft February. You will with to know the political 
motive, which may have fwayed colonel Washington; 
You mutt not look for it in any fuppofed neglect on the 
part of the Britifh government, after he had done 0 
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fuch eminent fervice in covering the retreat of their 
troops in 1755. This may be infinuated to leffen his 
character. But did he even think himfelf flighted at 
the time, he would fcarce have remembered it, much 
lefs have harboured any refentment upon the occafion, 
for twenty years together. The political motive mutt 
certainly have been of another nature. It was probably 
complex. A common danger has united the colonies; 
but has not eradicated all the jealoufies that before ex- 
ifted among them. New York, Pennfylvania, and the 
colonies to the fouthward, have not fuch confidence in 
the Maffachufetts-bay, as to admit that’ one of their 
own natives fhould be the commander in chief. There 
is too great a nationality among the Bay-men: fuch a 
one might be unduly prejudiced in favor of his own 
colony. ° Befide, colonel Wafhington and the other co- 
jonifts were in purfuit of an honorable accommodation, 
and had not the moft diftant thought of feparating from 
Great Britain. They could not be certain, whatever 
was the cafe at prefent, that the Maffachufetts would not 
fhortly aim at a feparation: it was then a matter of 
confequence whe headed the army. Whatever fome of 
the Maflachufetts delegates might wifh in their hearts, 
they perceived the neceffity of accommodating them- 
felves to the inclinations of others, at fuch a crifis; and 
hence the unanimity with which colonel Wafhington has 
been eleéted ; for though it was by ballot, it was not 
without pre-concerted countel. 

A draught of general Wafhington’s commiuffion was 
agreed to, and ordered to be fairly tranfcribed, figned 
and delivered to him. After which the congrefs de- 
clared, that they would maintain, and affift, and adhere 
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to him, with their lives and fortunes, in the maintenance 
and prefervation of American liberty. ‘hey then pro- 
‘ceeded to choofe by ballot Artemas Ward efq; firft major 
general, Horatio Gates adjutant general, and Charles 
Lee efg; fecond major general. ‘Two days after, they 
chofe Philip Schuyler efq; third major general, and Hrael 
Putnam efq; unanimoufly fourth : major general. 
Having attended to the proceedings of the general 
conerefs, down to the choice of their firft officers to 


command the continental army, let us return to the 
Maffachufetts. " 


SS 
OD 


The committee of fafety, having received various June 
15e 
accounts of the movements of general Gage’s army, and ° 


of his intention foon to make an attempt to penetrate 
into the country, recommended to the congrefs the or- 
dering of all the militia to hold themfelves in readinefs 
to march on the fhorteft notice; and to the council of 


war, the maintaining of Bunker’s hill by a fufficient — 


force pofted thereon, and the taking of fuch fteps re- 
{pefting Dorcheiter neck as to them fhould appear to 
be for the fecurity of the colony. Bunker’s hill 1s juft 
at the entrance of the peninfula of Charleftown, spikant 1S 
confiderably high and large. 

Orders were iffued, that a detachment of a thoufand 
men, under colonel William Prefcott, do march at 
evening and intrench. upon the hill. By fome miftake 
Breed’s hill, high and large like the other, but fituated 
on the furtheft part of the peninfula next to Bofton, 
was marked out for the intrenchment inftead of Bunker’s, 
The provincials proceeded therefore to Breed’s hill; but 
were prevented going to work till near twelve o’clock at 

night, when they purfued their bufineis with. the utmoft 
D> | - diligence 
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diligence and alacrity, fo that by the dawn of day they 
ai had thrown up a fmall redoubt, about eight rods fquare. 
No Such was the extraordinary filence which reigned among 
Lt them, that they were not heard by the Britifh on board 
Hi their veffels in the neighbouring waters. The fight of 
i the works was the firft notice that the Lively man of war 
had of them, when the captain began firing upon them 
about four in the morning. The guns called the town of 
Bofton, the camp and the fleet to behold a novelty which 
was little expected. The profpeét obliged the Britith gene- 
_Yals to alter the plan which they meant to execute the next 
day. They grew weary of being cooped up in Bofton; and 
had refolved upon making thernfelves mafters of Dor- 
chefter heights, and fecuring the e/bow room which ‘gene- 
ral Burgoyne propofed enjoying. But the prefent pro- 
vincial movement prevented the expedition. They were 
now called to attempt poffefling themfelves of Breed’s 
hill: on which the provincials continued working, not- 
with{tanding a heavy fire from the enemy’s fhips, a 
number of floating batteries, and a fortification upon 
Cop’s hill in Botton, directly oppofite to the little Ame- 
rican redoubt. It is called Cop’s hill, though the ori- 
ginal name was Cope’s hill, from the name of the firft . 
owner, An incefflant fhower of fhot and bombs was 
rained by the batteries upon the American works, and 
i yet but.one man was killed. The Americans continued 
: laboring indefatigably till they had thrown up a {mall 
| breaft-work, extending from the eaft fide of the redoubt 
to the bottom of the hill, but were prevented com- 
pleting it by the intolerable fre of the enemy. By fome 
unaccountable error, the detachment which had been 
working for hours, was neither relieved, nor fupplied 


with 
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with refrefhment, but was left to engage under thefe 

difadvantages. | 
Between twelve and one o’clock, and the day exceed- 
ing hot, a number of boats and barges, filled with re- 
gular troops from Bofton, approach Charleftown. ‘T’he 
men are landed at Moreton’s point. They confift of 
four battalions, ten companies of the grenadiers, and 
ten of light infantry, with a proportion of field artillery, 
but by fome overfight their fpare cartridges are much 
too big for them, fo that when the Americans are at 
length eae from their lines, there is not a round of 
artillery cartridges. remaining. Major general Howe 
and brigadier general Pigot, have the command. The 
troops form, and remain in that pofition, till joined by 
a fecond detachment of light infantry and grenadier 
companies, a battalion of the land forces, and a batta- 
lion of marines, making in the whole near upon 3000 
men. Generals Clinton and Burgoyne take their ftand 
upon Cop’ s hill to obferve and contemplate the bloody 
and deftructive operations that are now commencing. The 
regulars form in two lines, and advance deliberately, fre- 
quently halting to give time for the artillery to fire, but 
it is not well ferved. The light infantry are directed to 
force the left point of the breail-work, and to take the 
American line in flank. ‘The grenadiers advance to at- 
tack in front, fupported by two battalions, while. the 
left, under general Pigot, inclines to the right of the 
American line. One or two of the continental regi- 
ments had been pofted in Charleftown; but afterward 
removed to prevent their being cut off by a fudden at- 
tack; fo that the Britifh are not hurt in the leaft by-any 
mufketry from thence, whatever may hereafter be pre- 
tended ; 
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tended; neither do generals Clinton and Burgoyne 
perceive any*, though properly ftationed for obferving all 
that paffes. General Gage had for fome time refolved 
upon burning the town, when once any. works were 
raifed by the Americans upon the hills belonging to ity: 
and while the Britifh are advancing nearer and nearer to 
the attack, orders come to Cop’s hill for executing the re- 
folution; foon after a carcafs is difcharged, which fets fire 
to an old houfe near the ferry way; the fire fpreads,.and 
moft of the place is inftantly in flames. The houtfes at 
the eaftern end of Charleftown are fired by men landed 
from the boats. ‘The regulars derive no advantage from 
the fmoke of the conflagration, for the wind fuddenly 
fhifting, carries it another way, fo that they have not 
the cover of it in their approach. The provincials have 
not a rifleman among them, not one being yet arrived 
from the fouthward; nor have they any rifle guns; they 
have only common mufkets, nor are thefe in general fur- 
nifhed with bayonets; but then they are almoft all 
markfmen, being accuftomed to fporting of one kind 
or other from their youth. A number of the Maffa- 
chufetts troops are in the redoubt, and the part of the 
brea{t-work neareft it. The left of the breaft-work, and 
the open ground ftretching beyond its point to the water 
fide, through which there has not been the opportunity of 
carrying the work, is occupied partly by the Maffachufetts 


* General Burgoyne’s Letter. + This refolution was fend 
by a near female relation of the general, to a gentlewoman with whom 
fhe had been acquainted at fchool, as a reafon why the other, upon 
obtaining a pafs to quit Bofton, fhould not tarry at her father’s (Mr. 
Cary’s) houfe in Charleftown, 
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forces, and partly by the Connecticut, under capt. Noiten 
of Afhford, and the New Hampthire under colonelStark. 

By the direction of the officers, the troops upon 
the open ground pull up the poft and rail fence, 
and carrying it forward to another of the fame kind, 
and putting fome newly mowed grafs between them, 
form a flight defence in fome parts. General War- 
ren joins the Maffachufetts forces in one place, and 
general Pomeroy in another. General Putnam is bufily 
engaged in aiding and encouraging, here and there as 
the cafe requires. The provincials are impatiently wait— 
ing the attack of the enemy. What fcenes now offer to 


our view! Here, a large and noble town, confifting of 


about 300 dwelling houfes, and near upon 200 other 
buildings, in one great blaze, burning with amazing 
fury, being chiefly timber, with but httle exception. 
The only place of worfhip, a large commodious meeting 
houfe, by its afpiring fteeple, forms a pyramid of fire 
above the reft. There, in Bofton, the fteeples, houfes, 
and heights, are covered with the inhabitants, and thofe 
of the military, whofe duty does not call them elfewhere. 
Yonder, the hills around the country, and the fields, 
that afford a fafe and diftincét view of the momentous 
conteft, are occupied by Americans of all ages and or- 
ders. The Britifh move on fteadily, but flowly, inftead 
of ufing a quick ftep ; which gives the provincials the 
advantage of taking furer and cooler aim. Thefe re- 


ferve their fire, till the regulars come within ten or 


twelve rods, when they begin a furious difcharge of {mall 
arms, by which the enemy is arrefted, and which they 


return for fome time without advancing a flep. ‘The 


ftream of American fire is fo inceflant, and does fuch 
execution, 
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execution, that the regulars retreat in diforder, and with 
Sreat precipitation toward the place of landing, and 
fome feek refuge even in their boats. The officers are 
feen by the fpeétators on the oppofite fhore, running 
down to them, ufing the moft paffionate geftures, and 
pufhing them forward with their fwords. At length 
they are rallied; but march with apparent reluctance up 
to the intrenchment. The Americans again referve 
their fire, till the enemy come within five or fix rods; 
then difcharge their well-directed pieces, and put them 
a fecond time to flight. Such is the lofs already 
fuftained, that feveral of the officers fay, “ It is down- 
right butchery to Jead the men on.afrefh againft the 
lines.’ But Britifh honor is at ftake: thefe muft 
therefore be carried. General Howe and the officers 
double their exertions.. General Clinton perceiving how 
the army is ftaggered, pafles over, without waiting for 
orders, and joins them in time to be of fervice. The 
united and ftrenuous efforts of the different officers are 
again fuccefsful, notwithftanding the men difcover an 
almoft infuperable averfion to renewing the attack. The 
Americans are in want of powder, fend for a fupply, 
but can procure none; for there 1s but a barrel and a 
half in the magazine. This deficiency difables them 
from making the fame defence as before; while the 
Britifh reap a further advantage by bringing fome cannon 
to bear fo as to rake the infide of the breaft-work from. 
end to end; upon which the provincials retreat within. 
their fort. The regular army now makes a decifive pufh. 
‘The fire from the fhips and batteries and field artillery 
is redoubled. . The officers in the rear goad on the fol- 
diers, and the redaubt is attacked on three fides at once. 
The 
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‘The provincials are of neceffity ordered to retreat; but 
they delay, and keep the enemy at bay for fome time with 
the butt ends of their mufkets, till the redoubt is half 
filled with regulars; the works of which are eafily 
mounted, a few hours only having been employed in 
throwing them up. 

While thefe operations are going forward at the breaft- 
work and redoubt, the light afin are engaged in at- 
tempting to force the left point of the former, through 
the fpace between that and the water, that they may 
take the American line in flank. ‘They exhibit repeated 
proofs of undaunted courage ; but the refiftance they 
meet with is as formidable and fatal as what their fellow 
foldiers experience in the other quarter. Here the pro- 
vincials alfo, by command, referve their fire till the 
enemy is near, and then pour in their fhot upon the 
infantry with fuch a true direction and amazing fuccefs, 
as to mow them down in ranks. Some of them are 
flightly ¢ cuarded. by the rail fences abovementioned ; but 
others are quite expofed, and more than is needful; and 
the regulars will have no reafon in future to charge 
them with fighting unfairly, becaufe of their ufing de- 
fences, not formed by military rules, and workmen. 


The engagement between the two parties is kept up 


with great refolution; but the well-aimed fire of the 
Americans does aftonifhing execution ; and the ftrenu- 
ous exertions of the regulars cannot compel them to re- 
treat, till they obferve that their main body has left the 
hill: when they give way, but with more regularity than 
could be expected from troops who have been no longer 
under difcipline, and in general never before faw an 
engagement, 

The 
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The courage and conduct of the provincials that op- 
pofed the light infantry, faved their co-patriots, who 
were overpowered and obliged to retreat from the fort; 
and who muft otherwife have been cut off, as the ene- 
my, but for fuch oppofition, would have been inftantly 
upon the back of the redoubt. While thefe brave men 
were retreating, general Warren was fhot in the back. 
part of his head, on the right fide *: having mechani- 
cally clapt his hand to the wound, he dropt down 
dead. 

The retreat of the Americans lay over the neck, 
which joined the peninfula of Charleftown to the main 
land; and as the Glafgow man of war and two floating 
batteries were fo ftationed as to rake every part of it 
with their fhot, it was feared that they would be cut off 
after all, but they retired with very little lofs. The in- 
ceflant fire kept up by the fhip and batteries acrofs the 
neck from the beginning of the engagement, prevented 
any confiderable rics te getting to the hill; but 
this was owing more to the cowardice of fome provin- 
cial officers than to the execution of the fhot, 

The number of Americans engaged, including thofe 
who dared to crofs the neck and join them, amounted 

only to fifteen hundred; but the unengaged, who ap- 
peared. in various parts, did, by their different move- 
ments, lead many of the Bofton pesto to apprehend, 
at that diftance, that they confifted of fome thoufands. 


* Mr. afterward major Winflow, of the American artillery, (who 
was perfonally acquainted with the general, and groffed over from 
Bofton to the place of action, after the battle, and narrowly furveyed 
the body) related his being fo hee and the hand’s being bloody as if 
by the wound, 
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_ It was feared by the Americans, that the Britifh troops 
would pufh the advantage they had gained, and march 
immediately to head quarters at Cambridge, about two 
miles diftant, and in no ftate of defence. But they ad 
vanced no further than to Bunker’s-hill,. of helo 1ey 
pofieffed themfelves the night of their retreat from Teeny 


ington; and here they threw up works for thefr own fe- | 


curity. The provincials did the fame upon Profpect- 
hill in front of them, about half way to Cambridge. 
The apprehenfions of each fide in regard to the other 
appeared to be fimilar. Both were guarding againft an 
attack, and in hopes of preventing it. Had the refolu- 
tion of either led on immediately to a frefh engagement,- 
the day would probably have been far more decifive. 
But the lofs of the peninfula damped the courage of the 
Americans, and the lofs of men depreffed the fpirits of 
the Britifh. A veteran officer, who was at the battles 
of Dettingen and Minden, and at feveral others in Ger- 
many, has faid, that for the time the engagement Jafted, 

and the number of men in it, he never knew any thing 
equal it. There was a continued fheet of fire from the 
provincials for near half an hour, and the action was hot 
for about double that period. In this fhort fpace, the 
lofs of the Britifh, according to general Gage, amounted 


to 1054, of whom 226 were killed, of thefe 19 were | 


‘commiffioned officers, including a lieutenant colonel, 
2, majors, and 7 captains; 70 other officers were wound- 
ed. Among thofe more’ generally regretted, were lieu- 
tenant colonel Abercromby, and major Pitcairn, who 
-occafioned the firft fhedding of blood at Lexington. ‘The 
battle of Quebec in the late war, with all its glory, and 

the vaftnefs of the confequences it produced, was not 
fo, 
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fo deftructive to the Britith officers as this affair of an 
American intrenchment, the work of only a few hours. 
Even at the battle of Minden, where the Britifh regr- 
ments futtained the force of the whole French army for 
a confiderable time, the number of officers killed, in- 
cluding two who foon died of their wounds, was only 
3, and the wounded remaining 66: their whole lofs in 
killed was 291, in wounded 1037, together 1328 *. 
That the officers fuffered fo, muft be imputed partly to 
their being aimed at by the Americans ; and this may 
account for moft of thofe, who were near the perfon of 
general Howe, being flain or difabled. It was a won- 
der, that the general himfelf efcaped. The men, ha- 
bituated to take fight, would naturally aim at the offi- 
cers, without expecting or waiting for orders, from an 
apprehenfion that much confufion would follow upon 
their dropping. Gage’s account of the killed and wound- 
ed is large; but does not equal by much what has been 
given to one of the fele€tmen of Bofton, remaining in 
town, by a fergeant who declared he had feen the re- 
turns from the proper perfons, the total of which was: 
1325. The light infantry and grenadicrs, the moment 
they prefented themfelves, loft three-fourths of their men, 
and in a few inftances more. Of one company only 
three or five, and of another only fourteen efcaped. A 
number of tories ferved as volunteers, feveral of whom 
were killed. The unexpected refiftance of the Ameri- 
cans called forth all the courage and exertions of the 
Britith officers, which did not fail upon the occafion : 
but whatever commendations they ‘are entitled to upon 
that account, the Americans are certainly entitled to 2 
* Entick’s Hiftory of the War from 1755, Vol. IV. p, zo. printed 
for Mr. Dilly. 
proper 
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proper portion of the like for having made the fame necef- 
fary. Thefe have now wiped away the reproaches un juftly 
caft upon them by their enemies in Britain. Let fuch 
praife the fpirited condué of general Howe and of ge- 
neral Clinton; and attribute in a great meafure the fuc- 
cefs of the day to the firmnefs and gallantry of general 
Pigot ; but let them no more pronounce the colonitts 
cowards, who will fly at the very fight of a grenadier’s 
cap. The Britifh, befide gaining the peninfula, took 
thirty wounded prifoners, and five pieces of cannon out 
of fix. | 

The lofs of the provincials has been trifling. The 
killed and dead of their wounds are 139, the wounded 
living 278, and the miffing 36, in all 453. They deeply 
regret the deaths of major general Warren, of colonel 


Gases of Cambr idge, of lieutenant colonel Parker of | 


Chelmsford, who was wounded, taken prifoner, and 
perithed in Bofton jail; of major Moore and major 
M<Clany, who were the only officers of diftindtion that 
they loft. But the death of general Warren will be moft 
feverely felt, and occafions the greateft forrow. His 
enemies bear teftimony to his importance, by triumph- 
ing at his’ fall, and rating it as better to them than 500 
men. Neither refentment, nor interefted views, but a 


regard to the liberties of his country, induced him to. 


oppofe the meafures of government. He ftepped for- 
ward into public view, not that he might be noted and 
admiréd for a patriotic fpirit, but becaufe he was a pa- 
triot. He was a gentleman of integrity, in whom the 
friends of liberty could confide, The foundnefs of his 
judgment enabled him to give g cood advice in private 
confultations. His powers of fpeech and reafoning com- 

Ver. I. i manded 
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tmanded refpe€ and gained him influence in the provin- 


a coalition with Britain, upon a full redrefs of grievances, 
and a reciprocal intercourfe of interefts and affection. 
He was valued in private life for his engaging manners, 
and as a phyfician for his profeffional abilities. ‘T’he 
death of an amiable confort had made his life of the 
greateft importance to his children; he was willing how- 
ever to rifk it in the fervice of the public. His intre- 
pidity and zeal for the caufe he had efpoufed, together 
with the eleéting voice of the provincial conerefs, induced 
him to enter upon the military line. Within four days 
after his appointment to a major-generalfhip, he fell a 
noble facrifice to the natural rights of mankind. He 
was of a middling fize, and of a lowifh ftature. The 
jadies pronounced him handiome. 

The tories exulted upon the acquifition of the penin- 


fala of Charleftown ; but the experienced officers in the 


Britith fervice thought the advantage too dearly pur- 
chafed, and their countenances became gloomy ‘upon 
the occafion. The reafon for it has been imcreafing 
from the frequent and multiplied deaths of the wounded. 


Thefe have fuffered greatly for want of frefhy provifions _ 


and other fupplies, which the country alone could fur- 
sifh ; many would have furvived, had they been as well 


surfed as the wounded Americans out of Bofton, of 


whom but few have died; with regard to the wounded 
prifoners in town, there are complaints of their having 
been ill-treated. 


‘he burning of Charieftown, now a heap of ruins, . 


though before the prefent troubles a place of great trade, 
has not had the leaft tendency toward difcouraging the 
, provin- 
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provincials from profecuting their oppofition to minifte- 
rial meafures, whatever might have been the intention 
of general Gage. It has not excited fear, but refent- 
ment, wrath and execration. Such military executions 
may diftrefs and impoverith, but will not fubdue the 
colonifts. They might anfwer in the old world ; but are 
not calculated for the new. ) 

_ In the opinion of many, general Howe was stiarries 
able with a capital error in landing and attacking as he 
did. It might originate from too great a confidence in 
the forces he commanded, and in too contemptuous an 
opinion of the enemy he had to encounter. He certainly 
might have entrapped the provincials by landing on the 


narroweft part of Charleftown neck, under the fire of 


the floating batteries and fhips of war. Here he might 
have ftationed and fortified his army, and kept up an 
open communication with Bofton by a water-carriage, 
which he would have commanded through the aid of the 
navy, on each fide of the peninfula, Had he attempted 
this manoeuvre, the provincials on obferving it, muit 
have made a rapid retreat from Breed’s-hill, to have ef- 
caped having his troops in their rear, and being enclofed. 
It is faid, that géneral Clinton propofed it. The rejec- 
tion of the propofal, if really made, has greatly weak- 
ened the Britifh army, and probably prevented the ruin 
of the American. | 
‘The colonifts may reeret, that genetal Howe con- 
quered at Breed’s-hill; but had the provincials driven 
him back into Bofton, it might have been of far greater 
detriment to the common caufe, than the prefent fitua- 
tion of affairs. The Maffachufetts colony would {earce 


have been ealy under the appointment of general Wath- 
ova | ington 
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| 7 : ’ 
a ington to the chief command, had general Ward been  ® 
atl $6 1 . ; a 
iA crowned with the laurels of victory. ‘The victory, as 


ft now ftands, will make the appointment go down 
i) eafily, and prevent objeCtions. Not only fo, but it has 

| eccafioned Gate’s dividing his army to fecure the con- 
we queft he has made. He has another poft to maintain, 
which will eniploy fo great a force, as to cramp his fu- 
ture operations. Befides, had the Britifh been driven 
back into Bofton, they might have removed to New 
| York, which would have anfwered their general defign 
eal | better than remaining cooped up in their prefent pofi- 
| fion. In that city and colony they would have had 
many more friends. ‘There it is that the miniftry have 
| their ereateft influence. That would have been the fe- 
i cureft place for the troops, and where they might have 
: i procured thoie fupples from the country which they are 
now deprived of. By early reinforcements from Great 


i 2 


Britain, it might have been made.fo ftrong a poft, as 


to have commanded the North River, and cut off the 
communication between the colonies which that fepa- 
rates. | 
The provincials have been indefatigable in throwing 
up works, and fecuring the moft expofed parts of their 
lines with ftrong redoubts covered with artillery, “Uhey 
had ftrangely neglected fortifying the paflage from the 
a neck to the poft of Roxbury, and even the pott itfelf; 
ia ‘ but fince the Breed’s-hill battle they have compenfated 
it for the defect; anc to make their defence the more per- 


feet, have pulled down a very good houfe, (on a point 


_ ae ee 


where the road coming from Bofton divides) which was 
built by-governor Dudley, and to whofe falfe politics 
many are ready to afcribe the early origin of thofe de- 
ae | figns 
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figns which the miniftry are now endeavouring to accom- 
plifh. The minifterial army abound in military ftores 
and artillery; and are not {paring in throwing fhells, and 
fupporting a great cannonade upon the provincial works, 
efpecially at Roxbury. It was terrifying at firft to raw 
troops, who not being accuftomed to, expected to fuffer 
greatly by it. Some damage has been done among the 
houfes in the ftreet, one or two have been burnt, 
and aman or two killed. But the provincials {tati- 
oned there have found by experience, that though 
the noife is great, the damage is trifling, and therefore 
defpife it. They are fo hardened by repeated firing, 
that a cannonading is no more minded than a common 
thunder fhower. a 
Breed’s-hill engagement excited frefh defires in th 
inhabitants of Bofton toleave the town. ‘The felectmen 
had given repeated affurances to general Gage, that they 


had delivered up their arms according to agreement: 


$3 


in order to juftify his detaining them, he iffued a pro- June 
clamation, in which he declared, that he had full proof '9 


of the contrary, and that many had been perfidious in 
that refpeét, and had fecreted great numbers. Some 
few might fecrete their fporting guns, or curious arms. 
No doubt however is to be made, but that the greateft 
part, or nearly all the training arms were delivered up. 
The impartial world will fearcely acquit him of having 
‘been guilty of a notorious breach of faith, even admit- 
ting his own plea... If individuals had not complied with 
the propofal of delivering up their arms; yet as the 
community had done it, the innocent were entitled to 
all the benefits of the agreement. Numbers were af 
terward allowed to quit the town, but not to take their 
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effects, though that was ftipulated in the beginning; the 
allowance however was thought to be owing to a defire 
of reducing-the confumption of provifions, when a 
{carcity was approaching. 

The day the proclamation appeared, the chiefs and 
warriors of the Oxcida tribe of Indians, directed the fol- 
lowing fpeech to governor Trumbull, to be communi- 
eated by him to the four New England provinces : 

«¢ As my younger brothers of the New England 
Indians, who have fettled in our vicinity, are now going 
down to vifit their friends, and to move up parts of 
their families that were left behind—with this belt by 
them, I open the road wide, clearing it of all obftacles, 
that they may vifit their friends, and return to their fet- 
tlements here in peace, 

«© We Oneidas are induced to this meafure on ac- 
count of the difagreeable fituation of affairs that way 5 
and we hope by the help of God, they may return in 
peace. We earneftly recommend them to your charity 
through their long journey. 

«© Now we more immediately addrefs you our bro- 
ther, the governor, and the chiefs of New England. 

«© Brothers!—We have heard of the unhappy diffe- 
rences, and great contention between you and Old Eng- 
land.—We wonder greatly, and are troubled in our 
minds. 

«© Brothers !—-Poffefs your minds in peace refpecting 
us Indians—We cannot intermeddle in this difpute 
between two brothers.—-The quarrel feems to be unna- 
tural—-You are two brothers of one blood.—We are un- 
willing to join on either fide in fuch a conteft, for we 
bear an equal affection to both you Old and New Eng- 

| land. 
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lJand.—Should the great king of England apply to us 
for aid—we fhall deny him.—If the colonies apply —we 
will refufe.—The prefent fituation of you two brothers 
is new and {ftrange to us. We Indians cannot find, nor 
recollect in the traditions of our anceftors, the like cafe, 
or a fimilar inftance. : 

« Brothers !—For thefe reafons poflefs your minds in 
peace, and take no umbrage, that we Indians refuie 
joining in the conteft.—We are for peace. | 

« Brothers |—Was it an alien, a foreign nation, who 
had ftruck you, we fhould look into the matter.— We ; 
hope, through the wife government and good pleafure 
of God, your diftrefles may be foon removed, and. the 
dark clouds be difperfed. | Mei 

« Brothers!—As we have declared for peace, we 
defire you will not apply to our Indian brethren in New 
England. for their affiftance.—Let us Indians be all of 
one mind, and live with one another; and you white 
people fettle your own dilputes betwixt yourfelves. __ 

« Brothers!—We have now declared our minds— 
pleafe to write to us, that we may know yours. We 
the Sachems and warriors, and female governeffes of 
Oneida, fend our love to you brother, governor, and all 
the other chiefs in New England.” 

Signed by William Sunoghfis, Nicklafha Wat/baleagh, 
William Kanaghquaefea, Peter Thayebeare, ‘Jimmy T ekay- 
aheare, Nickhis Aghfenbare, i.e. garter; Thomas Yogh- 
fanowea, i. & fpreading of the dew; dam Obonwano, 
—— Quedellis Agwerondongwas, i. e. breaking of the twigs ; 
 Handereheks Tegahfweahdyen, 1. ¢. a belt (of wampum) 
extended ; Yobnko’ Skeanendon, Thomas Teondeatha, 1: 
a fallen tree. Above a hundred years back a Sachem 
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of family, which was becoming extinét, adopted @ nu 
merous family, and to commemorate theit own decay 


‘and extinction, called the adopted Yeordeatha, which 


name is perpetuated, as are feveral of their family names. 

The fpeech was dated from Kanonwarobare, i. ea 
head erected on a pole. 

My friend, the Rev. Mr. Samuel Kirkland, a mif 
fionary among the Oneidas, and who underftands the 
language, interpreted and wrote the above. He tells 
me, that the Indian names of men, rivers and places, 
have often fpecial meanings, alluding to events or qua- 
lities, as is much the cafe in the Hebrew language, 
The Indians are very deliberate in their fpeeches, eften 
fing, to engage a clofer attention to what they de- 
liver, They have a prevailing fpecies of politenefs, fre- 
quently wanting in the converfation of the civilized 
Europeans, too apt to pronounce them, favages and 


+ 


‘barbarians. ‘They give clofe attention to the perfon ad- 


drefling them. ‘Fhey do not interrupt him while fpeak- 


‘ing, but wait till he has finifhed; and confider it 
‘as great rudenefs to be interrupted. In their councils 


every one is heard with patience in all that he hasta 
fay : profound filence reigns among the audience to the 


Slay 


pCa RE te ae 
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all difturbance, and there are no private 


The above Indian fpeech feems to refer to one which 


an 
‘had been delivered to the provincial conerefs eleven 


days before, the Stockbridge delegate, being the 
anfwer of the Indians dwelling there to a meflage of the 


“former conerefs. ‘This anfwer was, “ Brothers! we 
have heard you fpeak by your letter—-we thank you for 
itr—-we now make anfwer. “ Brothers |..you remem- 


ber 
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ber when you firft came over the great waters, T was 
great and you was little, very fall, 1 then took you 
in fora friend, and kept you under my arms, fo that 
no one might injure you: fince that time we have. ever 
been true friends; there has never been any quarrel be- 
tween us. But now our conditions are.changed.— You 
are become great and tall—You reach to the clouds. — 
You are feen all round the world, and I am become 
fmall, very little. Iam not fo high as your heel. Now 
you take care of me, and I look to you for protection. 
« Brothers! I am forry to hear of this great quarrel 
between you and Old England.—It appears that blood 
mutt foon be thed to end this quarrel. We never: till 
this day underftood the foundation of this quarrel be- 
tween you and the country you came from. Brothers ! 
Whenever I fee your blood running, you will foon find 
me about you to revenge my brother’s blood. Although 
J am low and very fmall, I will gripe hold of your 
-enemy’s heel, that he cannot run fo faft, and fo light, 

as if he had nothing at his heels, | 
-« Brothers! You know I am not fo wife as you are, 
therefore I afk your advice in what I am now going to 
fay—I have been thinking before you come to aciion to 
take a run to the weftward, and feel the mind of my 
Indian brethren the fix nations, and know how they 
ftand, whether they are on your fide, or for your ene- 
mies.—If I find they are againft you, I will try to turn 
their minds. I think they will liften to me, for they 
have always looked this way for advice concerning all 
important news that comes from the rifine of the fun, 
If they hearken to’ me, you will not be afraid of any 
danger from behind you. However their minds are 
affected, 
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affected, you fhall foon know by me. Now I think [ 
can do you more fervice in this way than by marching 
off immediately to Bofton, and ftaying there, it may be 
a great while before blood runs. Now as I faid you are 
wifer than I, I leave this for your confideration, whether 
I come down immediately, or wait till I hear fome 
blood is fpilled. 

<< Brothers! I would not have you think by this, that 
we are falling back from our engagements. We are 
ready to do any: thing for your -relief, and fhall be 
euided by your counfel. 

« Brothers! One thing I afk of you, if you fend for 
me to fight, that you will let me fight in my own In- 
dian way. I am not ufed to fight Englifh fathion, 
therefore you muft not expect I can train like your men. 
Only point out to me where your enemies keep, and 
that 1s all I fhall want to know.” 

This {peech was delivered the eleventh of April 1775, 
by the chief Sachem of the Mohbeakounuck tribe of In=" 
dians, refiding at Stockbridge, after fitting near two 
days in council. The provincial congrefs ordered the 
following reply on the eighth of June, viz. ait 

«« Brothers! We this day, by the delegate from” 


“Stockbridge, firft heard of your friendly anfwer to our 


fpeech to you by captain William Goodrich, which an- 
fwer we are told you made tous immediately by a let- 

ter, which we have not yet received. —We now reply. 
“ Brothers!» You fay that you was once great, but 
that you are now little; and that we were once little, 
but are now great. The fupreme Spirit orders thefe 
things.—-Whether we are little or great, let us keep the 
path of friendfhip clear, which our fathers made, and 
in 
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in which we have both travelled to this time.—The 
friends of the wicked counfellors of our king, fell upon 
us, and fhed fome blood, foon after we fpake to you 
laft by our letter.—But. we with a- {mall twig killed fo 
many, and frightened them fo much, that they have 
fhut themfelves up in our great town, called Bofton, 
which they have made ftrong. We have now made our 
hatchets, and all our inftruments of war, fharp and 
bright.—All the chief counfellors, who live on this fide 
the great water, are fitting in the erand council-houfe 
in Philadelphia, when they give the word, we fhall all 
as one man fall on, and drive our enemies out of their 
{trong fort, and follow them till they fhall take their 
hands out of our pouches, and let us fit in our council- 
houfe, as we ufed to do, and as our fathers did in old 
times. — . | 

« Brothers! Though you are fmall, yet you are wife. 
Ufe your wifdom to help us.—If you think it beft, go 


and fmoke your pipe with your Indian brothers toward 


the fetting of the fun, and tell them of all you hear and 
all you fee; and let us know what their wife men fay.— 
If fome of your young men fhould have a mind to fee 
what we are doing here, let them come down and tarry 
among our warriors.—We will provide for them while 
they are here. , | 


«© Brothers ! When you have any trouble, come and. 


tell it to us, and we will help you.” - 
To captain Solomon Abbaunnauwaumut, chief Sachem 
of the Mobeakounuck Indians. 
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The Maffachufetts congrefs wrote to the feveral towns, June 


that the continental congrefs refolvyed on the gth inftant, 
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«* that no obedience being due to the act of parliament 
for altering the charter of the colony, &c. (as in page 33) 
and directed them to elect one or more frecholders to re- 
prefent them in a great and general court, to be held upon 
the 19th of July at Watertown. They alfo chofe colonel 
Heath major general, in the place of the late general 
Warren. 

Before general Wafhington left Philadelphia, the con- 

tinental congrefs chofe by ballot eight brigadier generals, - 
Seth Pomeroy efq; of the Maffachufetts colony, the firft; 
Richard Montgomery efg; of New York, the fecond ; 
David Woofter efq; of Connecticut, the third ; William 
Heath efq; of the Maffachufetts, the fourth; Jofeph 
Spencer efq; of Connecticut, the fifth; John Thomas 
efq; of the Maffachufetts, the fixth; John Sullivan efq; 
sf Hampfhire, the feventh; and Nathaniel Greene efq; 
of Rhode Ifland, the eighth; and refolved, that the 
officers in the army fhould receive their new commiuf- 
fions through the hands of the general. 

The fame day they refolved, “ That a fum not ex- 
ceeding 2,000,000 of ipl milled dollars be emitted 
by the congrefs in bills of credit, for the defence of Ame- 
rica; andthat THE TWELVE CONFEDERATED 
COLONIES (thus they are termed) be pledged for the 
redemption of the bills.” This is an expedient, without 
which they are not able to profecute the defence of Ame- 
rica, as they have neither money nor revenues to recur to. 
Some few of the delegates know, from what has happened 
in the northern colonies, that the effects of a paper emif- 


- fion will be bad, when it becomes plentiful; has no ftable 


fund for the fpeedy redemption of it; and cannot be 
8 ~~ exchanged 
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exchanged in the common intercourle of bufinefs for 
fpecie or fpecie value. But the rifk of fmaller and per- 
fonal evils mutt take place, rather than the total fub- 
verfion of the rights of the united colonies be endan- 
gered. No one delegate therefore oppofed the prefent 
expedient. As the news of Breed’s-hill battle had 
reached them, by means of a quick conveyance, they 
refolved, “ That Pennfylvania raife two more compa- 
nies of riflemen, and that the whole eight be formed 
‘nto a battalion, to be commanded by fuch officers as 
fhall be recommended by the affembly or convention of 
faid colony.” | 
Meafures being purfued in North Carolina to defeat 
the American affociation, they refolved, “ That it be 
recommended to all in that colony, who with well to 
the liberties ‘of America, to affociate for the defence of 
American liberty, and to imbody themfelves as militia, 
under proper officers ; and ‘That in cafe the affembly or 
convention of that colony fhall think it abfolutely ne- 
ceflary for the fupport of the American affociation and 
fafety of the colony, to raife a thoufand men, this con- 
erefs will confider them as an American army, and pro- 
vide for their pay.” They have gone too far to recede 
from the ufe of force, and fo mutt employ it wherever 
wanted to fecure their friends, till the point in difpute 
with Great Britain is fettled. The zeal, activity, and 


unanimity of thole Pennfylvanians in general, whofe 


principles admit of hoftile refiftance, have fuperfeded 
the neceffity of fuch like refolutions in refpect to them. 
The Philadelphia militia have been formed into three 
battalions for fome time: and in the beginning-of the 
month, thefe confifting of 1500 men, an artillery com- 

pany 


6x 


abe 


La 
; 
ey 
, 
: 
fe 


—— = 


as pe EEA EEE EE GE SET aR DE Ra ad CLAN NE MN ee PY a es 


ee 


mie 


THE HISTORY OF THE 


pany of 150, with two twelve and four fix pound brafs 
field pieces; a troop of light horfe, feveral companies 
of light infantry, rangers, and riflemen, in the whole | 
about 2000, marched to the common, and having 
joined in brigade, went through the manual exercife, 
firing, and manceuvres (with a dexterity {carcely to be 
expected from fo fhort a practice) in the prefence of the 
members of the continental congrefs, and feveral thou- 
fand fpectators. A  confiderable number even of the 
quakers have joined in the military affociation of the 
city. There is one company compoled entirely of gen- 
tlemen belonging to that religious denomination of peo- 
ple. They are convinced that weapons of war may be 
lawfully employed in defending their national rights and 
liberties, though they are averfe to all offenfive opera- 
tions to gratify ambition, covetoufnels or revenge. The 
Pennfylvanians are careful to order the militia of the 
counties to be frequently exercifed. The colony has. 
put on the moft martial appearance. 

About the beginning of June a committee of con- 
orefs drew up a declaration, containing an offer to 
Great Britain, “« That the colonies would not only con- 
tinue: to grant extraordinary aids in time of war, but 
alfo, if allowed a free commerce, pay into the finking- 
fund fach a fum annually for one hundred years, as 
fhould be more than fufficient in that time, if faithfully 
applied, to extinguifh all the prefent debts of Britain. 
Or, provided this was not accepted, that to remove the 
groundlefs jealoufy of Britain, that the colonies aimed 
at independence, and an abolition of the navigation act, 
which, in truth, they had never intended ; and alfo, ta 
avoid all future difputes about the right of making that 
aad 
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and other aéts for regulating their commerce for the 
general benefit, they would enter into a covenant with 
Britain, that fhe fhould fully poffefs and exercife that 
right for one hundred years to come.” ‘This declara- 
tion was never entered upon the minutes of congrefs, 
for ere that could be done, they received the account 
of the two reftraining aéts, which proved it’s ruin *. 

_ They refolved, “ That in cafe any agent of the mi- 
niftry fhall induce the Indian tribes, or any of them, to 
commit aétual hoftilities againft thefe colonies, or to 
enter into an offenfive alliance with the Britifh troops, 
thereupon the colonies ought to avail themfelves of an 


alliance with fuch Indian nations as will enter into the 


fame, to oppofe fuch Britith troops and their Indian 
allies.” 3 


General .Wafhington, accompanied by ceneral Lee July 


and other gentlemen, arrived at Cambridge. A com- 
mittee from the Maffachufetts congrefs repaired to 
Springfield, about a hundred miles from Bofton, on the 
way to Conneticut, there to receive them, and provide 
_ proper efcorts for them from thence to the army. They 
had been treated with the higheft honors in every place 
through which they pafled; a been efcorted by large 
detachments of volunteers, compofed of gentlemen. 


The general was addreffed by the provincial congrefs of 
New York as he came along... They expreffed their joy 


in his appointment ; and toward the clofe aise ‘We 


@ Dr. Price’ s two tracts on Civ il Liberty, Part lL. ps. 114 and if % 
i 778. The firft reftraining a€t was paffed March the 3oth, the fecond 
_. April the 13th. The news of them was undoubtedly carried by the 


veffel from London, which arrived at Philadelphia the evening of tae 
the 7th, and had on board major Skeen, 
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have the fulleft affurances, that whenever this impor- 
tant conteft fhall be decided by that fondeft with of each 
American foul, an accommodation with our mother 
country, you will cheerfully refign the important depofit 
committed into your hands, and reaffume the character 
a of our worthieft citizen.” The general, after declaring 
his gratitude for the regard fhown him, added, “ Be 
i affured, that every exertion of my worthy colleagues 

| and myfelf, will be extended to the re-eftablifhment of 
i , peace and harmony, between the mother country and 
! thefe colonies: as to the fatal but neceflary operations 
of war, when we affumed the foldier, we did not lay 


o afide the citizen, and we {hall moft fincerely rejoice with 
ao you, in that happy hour, when the eftablifhment of 
a American liberty, on the moft firm and folid founda-_ 


tions, fhall enable us to return to our private ari 
in the bofom of a free, peaceful and happy country.” 

Since his arrival he has been addreffed in the moft affec- 
tionate and refpeétful manner by the Mafiachufetts con- 
grefs. You muft have a recourfe to the public prints 
for his whole anfwer, but take the beginning for a {pe- 
cimen, “ Gentlemen, your kind congratulations on my: 


appointment and arrival, demand my warmeft acknow- 
ledgments, and will ever be retained in grateful remem~ 


brance. In exchanging the enjoyments of domettie 
life for the duties of my prefent honorable but arduous 
ftation, I only emulate the virtue and public fpirit of 
the whole province of Maffachufetts-bay, which, with 
a firmnefs, and patriotifm without example in modern 
hiftory, has facrificed all the comforts of focial and po- 
litical life, in fupport of the rights of mankind, and 
the welfare of our common country. My highett am 


bition 
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bition is, to be the happy inftrument of vindicating 
thofe rights, and to fee this devoted province again 
reftored to peace, liberty, arid fafety.” This paragraph 
was extremely gratifying to the perforis to whom it was 
directed. | . 

- The general began to give out the congreflional com- 
miffions, but fufpended all further delivery when general 
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Putnam had received -his, upon learning that the ap-,_ 
pointments fo degraded general Thomas by ranking him 


far below his juniors in office, that he could not with 
any propriety continue in the army on that footing, but 
rnuft decline ferving the country in a military capacity. 
The feveral generals regretted the miftake, and withed 
to have the difficulty removed. Wathington acquainted 
the congrefs with it; upon which they appointed him 
firft Be aie general in the room of Pomeroy, who 
had. never acted under. his commiffion, and was too far 
advanced in life. 
General Greene teftified his regard for the commander 
in chief, by addreffing him on his appointment and ara 
rival, and by declaring the fatisfa€tion he fhould feel in 
ferving under his command. He was joined in the ad- 
dref§ by the officers of his brigade. If other generals 
and officers have done the like, it has not come to my 
knowledge. This fingular inftance of refpect muft make 
a favorable and lafting impreffion on the mind of general 
Wathington. The general; after a careful infpection; 
could not eftimaté the continental army at more than 
14,500 men capable of duty, who had to defend an ex- 
tent of at leaft twelve miles. But fuch has been the pre- 
caution and guard exercifed on every fide of Bofton, 
that the regiment of light cavalry arrived there, has 
Vor, H. F , not 
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not fet foot beyond the garrifon, and ferves only to 
‘create new wants, and to increafe the inconvenienciés 
of the people as well as of the Britihh army. The hay 
growing upon the iflands, together with the fheep and 


i 


be " cattle remaining upon them, proved an object of ne- 
eeflary attention: but the continentals pofiefling a num- 
ber of whale boats, and being mafters of the fhore 
and inlets, were fuccefsful in burning, deftroying, or 
carrying off thofe effential articles of fupply, notwith- 
ftanding the number of Britifh fhips of war and armed 
veffels. 

July A party of 500 continentals went at night from the 

Is Roxbury camp, and getting into 65 whale boats, pro- 


ceeded to Long Ifland, and brought off 15 of the 

enemy, about 20 head of cattle, and a 100 fheep. The 
yz, next day they went again, and burnt the hay, 8c. when 
there was'confiderable fighting between them, and the 
Britifh boats and {chooners. About fix days after, a 
number burnt the light houfe on an ifland, nine miles 
below Bofton, at the entrance of the harbour, though 
-a man of war lay within a mile of the place. 


Sincé the arrival of the continestal generals, the ree. 


gulations of the camp have been greatly for the better. 
‘Before, there was little emulation among the officers ; 
and the foldiers were lazy, diforderly, and dirty. The 
freedom to which the New Englanders have alway been 
accuftomed, makes them impatient of control, and ren- 
ders it extremely difficult to eftablifh that difcipline fo 
efential to troops, in order to fuccefs.. Difcipline will 
not infpire cowards with courage, but it will make them | 
ficht. ‘The army has been thrown into three: grand. 
divifions: general Ward commands the nght wing at 
eae Roxbury’; 
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| Roxbury ; ; general Lee the left at Profpect hill; and the 
centre, in which i is included a corps de referve, is com~ 


-manded by general Wafhington. Adjutant general >: 


|) Gates has been of f{pecial fervice in arranging the army. 
| His military ficill in thofe matters has fupplied the want 


of it in others. The public cannot bé too thankful for. 
| this benefit. Every officer and private begins to know: 
| his place and duty. Method and punétuality are grow-. 
| ing into ufe, and becoming habitual. The rae will. 


fhortly-have the mechanifm and movements, as well as. 


the name of an army. | 

The continental lines are fo ae billed the number 
of redoubts and mounted cannon fo many, as to make 
an attack upon Cambridge, or a penetration into the 
country that way impracticable. The Britifh, accord + 


) ing to the intelligence obtained. from Befton, have loft 
by death, including the flain, and thofe who have died 
of their wounds, near upom 2s00, fince the 1gth of 
| April | | . ; 

- Géneral Wafhington acquainted congrefs, that the al- 
lowance of provifion to the traops, and the mode of 
delivering it out, are different from what has fallen 


expenfive. The high pay of the foldiexs *, which greatly 
exceeds that of the Britifh, will make a more cecono- 
mical plan neceflary. But the moft painful information 
he had to communicate, was that of the want of pow- 


at Roxbury, Cambridge, and the adjacent places, con- 
were no more than thirty-fix in the Maflachufetts maga- 


* A fhilling a day. 
F 2 Zine, 


}within his experience, and muft prove hts waftetul and. 


fitted but of ninety barrels or thereabout: that there. 


3, 


der. He difcovered, that the whole ftock of the army , by 
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zine, which with the ftock’ of New Hampfhire, Rhode 


Ifland, and Connecticut, made but 9937 lb. not more 
than nine rounds a man. The continentals remained in 


i this deftitute condition for about a fortnight or mere 


till the Jerfey committee of Elizabeth town, upon re-_ 
i ceiving the alarming news, fent on a few tons, which 


a, they were obliged to do with the greateft privacy, left 
ul ‘ 5 
i the fears of their own people, had it been known, fhould: 
| : have ftopt it for their own ule, in cafe of an emergency. 


a During this interval, the great fcarcity of powder be- 
i came a camp talk; and a deferter carried the ac- 


au count of it to Bofton. The Britifh dared not to rely 


upon the intelligence, having been fo often deceived. 
Belide, though they had met with unexpected proofs of 
American courage, yet they could not believe the colo- 
nifts poffefled of fuch confummate affurance, as to con- 


tinue invefting thera, while fo deftitute of ammunition. 
"Ehey rather fufpeéted a deep laid plot to infnare them. 
Al} the riflemen are arrived in camp. ‘The coneref- 


fional refolve, for ratfing eight hundred, pafféd on the 


fourteenth of June, and on the twenty-fecond they acreed 
upon two additional companies of Pennfylvanians. No 
orders were difpatched before the 14th, and the exprefies 
had to ride three or four hundred miles to the perfons di- 
rected to raifethem. The mento the amount of 1430, 
were raifed, completely armed, moft with their own rifles, 
and accoutred for the field with fuch expedition, as to 
join the army at Cambridge, one company on the twen- 
Aus. ty-fifth of July, the reft on the fifth and feventh of 
7 © Augutt ;. all ad marched from four to feven hundred 
miles. ‘The whole. bufinefs was performed in lefs than 
| 3 me | twe 
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two months, without a farthing advanced from the con- 
tinental tréafury. | 

The prefent is a good time for relating what the 
congrefs have been doing. | 

They agreed to a Declaration, in. behalf of the colo- 


nies, jetting forth the caufes and neceffi ity of their taking up =e 


arms. After enumerating the 1 injuries they had fuffered, 


they reprobated the principles of lord North’s concila- 
| tory plan, without naming it, and faid, “ Parliament 
H adopted an infidious manoeuvre calculated to divide us, 
to eftablifh a perpetual auction of taxations, where co- 
lony. fhould bid againft colony, all of them uninformed 
what ranfom would redeem their lives.” _ They went 
on to mention, the perfidy of general Gage in break- 


ing his agreement with the inhabitants of Bofton—the 
wanton burning of Charleftown, and a confiderable 
number of houfes in other places—the feizure of their 
fhips and veffels—the inftigating of the Canadians and 
Indians to fall upon them. ‘They then faid, “« We are 
'. reduced to the alternative of choofing an unconditional 
fubmiffion to the tyranny of irritated minifters, or re- 
Giftance by force.—The latter is our choice.-We have 
counted the coft ‘of this .conteft,, and find nothing fo 
dreadful as voluntary flavery.—Honor, juftice and hu- 
manity, forbid us tamely to furrender that freedom 
which we received from our gallant anceftors, and which 
our innocent pofterity have a right to receive from us. _ 
We cannot endure the infamy and guilt of refigning | 
fucceeding generations to that wretchednels which ine- 
/-yitably awaits them, - if we palely. entail hereditary bon- 
dage upon them,” 

rae Ou 
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¢ Our caufe is juft. Our union is perfect: Our inter- 
nal refources are great, and if neceflary, foreign affiftance 
bene is undoubtedly attainable.” This intimation of foreign 
a '  affiftance, was not founded upon any private informa- 
tion, but flowed folely fidm the perfuafion, that one or 


more foreign powers will readily embrace the opportu- 
nity of a fixed breach between Great Britain and the 
colonies, to weaken the power of the firft by affifting 
| the laft. But that they might not by their declaration, 
ih difquiet the minds of their friends and fellow fubjects, 
sh congrefs affured them, that they. meant not to diflolve 
i" ‘that union, which had fo long and fo happily fubfifted 
between them and. Britain. They concluded thus, 
« With an humble confidence in the mercies of the fu- 
‘preitie and impartial Judge and Ruler of the univerfe, 
we moft devoutly implore his divine goodnefs to pro- 
tect us happily through this great conflict, to difpofe our 
adverfaries to reconciliation on reafonable terms, and 
thereby to relieve the empire from the calamities of 
civil war.” 3 


The declaration of congrefs has been read with reli- 
gious folemnity by the chaplains, to the different bodies 
of the American army about Bofton, and received with 

‘loud acclamations by the troops, and the numerous 


fpectators ia were prefent upon the occafion. The 
fame day that congrels agreed upon the declaration, 
they refolved upon a letter a thanks to the lord. mayor, 
aldermen, and livery of the city of London, for their-vir- 
tuous and fpirited oppofition to the oppreffive and ruin- 
ous fyftem of colony adminiftration adopted by the Bii- 
tifh miniftry. 
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The petition to the king being ready, it was figned July 


by the members prefent. It is a decent, dutiful, and 
truly filial petition, and deferves to be written in letters 
of gold, for the fentiments it breathes toward the parent 
ftate. Had money been wanting to have purchafed it, 
it would have been wifdom to have bought it at any 
price. If properly received, it may be made the bafis 
of an eternal compact, between Great Britam and her 
American colonies, which may to all ages bid defiance 
to the intrieues of France, and | «he murmurs of rotten- 
hearted men either in Britain or Ametica.. The fince- 
rity of it may be called into queftion by the miniftry. 
Let them then put the fincerity of it to the teft, by pro- 
motinge a compliance with the contents; and fo over- 
reach thofe individual delegates, who may with a conti- 
nuance of the prefent quarrel. ‘The colonies as yet de- 
fire no more than a redrefs of grievances, and fecurity 
againft a repetition of them. They moft ardently long 
fora firm and indiffoluble union with the parent ftate 
upon thefe erounds. Thus is it with the army. It is 
the with sea general Wafhington particularly; and fuch 
is its ScuOniRets,. that he hopes and expects, that the 
conteft will be thortly terminated, fo as to admit of his 
eating his next Chriftmas dinner, at his own delichtful 
refidence on Mount Vernon. | 
The fame day the congrefs agreed to an Hédrels 1 
the inbabitants of Great Britain, ‘Th it they faid, «“ cid 
have again prefented an humble and dutiful petition to 
our fovereign ; and to remove every imputation of ob 
- ftinacy, have réquefted his majefty to direct fome mode 
by which the united applications of his faithful colonifts 
nee be inner into a happy and permanent reconci- 
“ol ewes liation. 
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hation. We are willing to treat on fuch terms as cart 


alone render an accommodation lafting; and we flatter’ 


ourfelves, that our pacific endeavours will be attended 
with a removal of minifterial troops, and a repeal of 
thofe laws, of the operation of which we complain, on 
the one part, and a difbanding of our-army, and a dif- 
folution of our commercial affociations on the other.” 
They, after that, infinuated the danger the inhabitants 
of Britain would be in of lofing their freedom, in cafe 
their American’ brethren were fubdued. The addrefs 


is intended to conciliate the minds of the inhabitants of _ 


Britain, to the meafures that the colonifts have already 
taken, or may be obliged further to take, and to obtain 
the countenance of the former, 


The petition to the king, the addrefs to the inhabi- 


tants of Great Britain, and the letter to the lord mayor, 
ézc. were otdered to be fent under cover to Richard 
Penn, efq; whom the prefident was to requeft, in behalf 
of the congrefS, to join with the colony agents in pre- 
fenting the petition to the king. Mr, Penn failed four 
days after this order for England, 
The congrefs agreed upon appointing commffioners 
to fuperintend Indian affairs in behalf of the colonies, 
-roper talks to the Indians were ordered to be prepared, 
which were reported the next day, and accepted, 


The congrefs refolved to recommend to all able-bo- 


died effeftiye men in each colony, between fixteen and 
fifty, immediately to form themfelves into regular com- 
panies of militia; to acquire military fkill, and to be 
well prepared for defence; and that a fourth part of the 
militia in every colony be felected for minute men, and 
he ready to march wherever their affiftance may be re- 


quired, 
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quired. It was earneftly recommended to thofe, wha 
could not con{cientioufly bear arms in any cafe, to con- 
tribute liberally to the relief of their diftrefied brethren, 
and to do all other fervices to their oppreffed country, 
which they could confiftently with their religious prin- 
ciples. They allo propofed that each colony fhould 
appoint a committee of fafety, to direct all matters ne- 
ceflary for the fecurity of their refpective colonies, in the 
recefs of their affemblies and conventions ; and fhould 
make fuch provifion by armed veffels or otherwife, as 
might be judged expedient, for the protection of their 
harbours and navigation on their fea coafts, againft all 
hoftile cutters and fhips of war, - A 
This being the day appointed for the continental faft, 
_congrefs agreed to meet, and go in a body to divine 
fervice, both parts of the day. They requefted Mr. 
Duché to preach before them in the morning, and Dr, 
Allifon in. the afternoon, But before fervice, they met 
time enough to read fome difpatches brought by exprefs 
from general Schuyler ; and. a, letter from the conven- 
tion of Georgia, {etting forth that that colony had ac- 
ceded to the general affociation, and appointed dele- 
gates to attend the congrefs. i 
The day was kept at Philadelphia, as the moft fo- 
~ Jemn faft ever held in that city. It was religioufly ob- 
ferved throughout the united colonies. The united 
fynod of New York and Philadelphia, had publifhed a 
paftoral letter fome time before : it was read on that 
day, in the churches under their care, which are very 
numerous, They faid in it, “As the whole con- 
tinent, with hardly any exception, feem determined td 
defend their rights by force of arms, it becomes the pe- 
! -culiar 
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» culiar duty of thofe, who profefs a willingnefs to hazard ' 
"their lives in the caufe of liberty, to be prepared for 
death, which to many muft be a certain, and to every 
one 1s a poflible or probable event. It is well known to 


you (otherwiie it*would be imprudent thus publicly to 
profefs) that we have not been inftrumental in inflam- 
ing the minds of the people, cr urging them to acts of 
violence and diforder. Perhaps no inftance can be given 
on fo interefting a fubject, in which political fentiments 
have been fo long and fo fully kept from the pulpit, - 
and even malice itfelf has not charged us with laboring 
from the prefs; but things are now come to fuch a 
height, that we do not wifh to conceal our opinions as 
men. Suffer us therefore to exhort you, by affuring 
you, that there is no army fo formidable as thofe who 


are fuperior to the fear of death. Let therefore every 

one who, from generofity of fpirit, or benevolence of - 

heart, offers himfelf as a champion in his country’s 
’ y 


caufe, be perfuaded to reverence the Lord of Hoffs, and 

walk in the fear of the Prince of the kings of the earth, 
and then he may, with the moft unfhaken firmnefs, ex- 
pect the iffue either in death or victory.” 

After feveral other exhortations, they offered fix ad 
vices, in fubitance as follows: « rft. Let every oppor- 
tunity be taken to exprefs your attachment to king 
George and the revolution principles. We recommend ' 
efteem and reverence for the perfon of the prince, who 
has probably been mifled into the late and prefent mea- 
fures by thofe about him; neither have we any doubt, 
that they themfelves have been in a great degree de- 
ceived by falfe information from interefted perfons refid- 
ingin America.—2dly. Be careful to maintain the union 

which 
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which at prefent fubfitts in all the colonies, on which the 
_ faccefs of every meafure depends.—jdiy. We earneftly 


befeech all focieties to watch over their members, and 


difeourage luxury of living, public diverfions, and 
gaming of all kinds.—athly. We- recommend a regard 
to public order and peace; that all perfons confcrenti- 
oufly pay their debts, and to the utmoft of their power 
- ferye one another, fo that the evils infeparable from a 
civil war may not be augmented by wantonnels and ir- 
regularity.—sthly. We recommend to all ranks, but 
particularly to thof who may be called to. action, a 
fpirit of humanity and mercy. We recommend. that 
meckneis and gentlenefs of fpirit which is the nobleft 
attendant on true valor. ‘That man will fight moft 
bravely, who never fights but when it is necefiary, and 
who ‘ceafes to fight as foon as the neceflity.is over.— 
Laftly, We would recommend to all focieties, not to 
content themfelves with attending devoutly on fafts, ‘but 
to continue habitually in prayer, and to have frequent 
voluntary meetings for folemn interceffion with God on 


the important trial.” 


The acceflion of Georgia, was owing much to the. 


exertions of the reverend Dr. Zubly ; who roufed the 


‘attention of rnany in the province to the alarming fitu- 


ation of American affairs; fo that at length a general 
eleGtion was held for delegates to fit in provincial con- 
prefs. They met on the fourth of July in Savannah ; 
and requefted the governor to appoint a day-of fafting 
and prayer through the province, that a happy reconct- 
Yiation might foon take place between America and the 
_ parent ftate, and that, under the aufpicious reign of his 
majefty and his defcendants, both countries might re- 
| main 
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main united, virtuous, free and happy, till time fhould 
be no more. His excellency James Wright confented, 
as the requeft was expreffled in fuch loyal and dutiful 
terms, and the ends propofed fuch as every good man 

moft ardently wihhed. They chofe the reverend Dr. 
Zubly, and four others, delegates to reprefent the pro- 
vince in the continental congrefs; and at once entered 


into all the fpirit of the refolutions formed by the other 
colonies, and adopted fimilar. They declared, that, 
though thejr province was not included.in the late re- 
{training bill, they confidered that circumftance rather 
as an infult than a favor, as being meant to break the 
union of the provinces, and as fee grounded on the 
fuppofition, that the inhabitants of the excepted pro- 
vince could be bafe enough to turn the oppreffion of 


America into a mean advantage. They alfo agreed 
upon an humble addrefs and reprefentation to his ma- 
jefty, which, as it was not deficient in a certain frefhnef§ 
of colouring, had the appearance of novelty. 

July | The congrefs agreed in an addrefs to the affembly of 


#5- Jamaica; and in it faid, “ We receive uncommon plea- 
fure from obferving the principles of our righteous op- 
pofition diftinguifhed by your approbation. We feel 


the warmeft gratitude for your pathetic mediation in our 


behalf with the crown, The peculiar-fituation of your 
ifland forbids your affiftance. . But we have your good 
wifhes. From the good wifhes of the friends of liber ty 
and mankind, we {hall always derive confolation.”’ 

They alfo refolved, That a body of forces, not, ex- 
ceeding five thoufand, be kept up in the New York de- 
partment ;—-and that a further fum of one million Spa- 

nith 
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‘nif: milled dollars, be ftruck in bills of thirty dollars 
each sili " | | 
_ They eftablifhed a poft-office, to reach from Fal- 26. 
mouth in New England to Savannah in Georgia; and 
then unanimouily elected Benjamin Franklin efq; poft- 
matter general. | Aas 

They proceeded to the eftablifhment of an hofpital 2+. 
for an army of 20,000 men; and elected Benjamin 
Church to be direétor of and phyfician in it. 


. They agreed to an addrefs to the people of {reland, 2%. 
and in it furnifhed them with a true fate of the colonial 


motives and objeéts, the better to enable them to judge of 
the conduct of the colonifts with accuracy, and to determine 
the merits of the controverfy with impartiality and preci- 
fon. ‘They then anticipated the golden period, when 
liberty, with all the gentle arts of peace and humanity, 
thould eftablifh her mild dominion in this weftern world, 
and ereét eternal monuments to the memory of thofe 
virtuous patriots and martyrs, who fhall have fought and 
bled, and fuffered in her caufe. . Toward the clofe, the 
language is, “ Accept our moft grateful acknowledg- _ 

ments for the friendly difpofition you have alway fhown 
toward us.—We know that you are not without your 
grievances.—-We fyrmmpathize with you in your diftrefs, 
and are pleafed to find that the defign of fubjugating 
us, has perfuaded adminiftration to difpenfe to Lreland 
fore vagrant rays of minifterial funfhine.-Even, the 
tender mercies of government have long been cruel to- 
ward you.—In the rich paftures of Ireland, many hun- 
gty parricides have fed, and grown ftrong to Jabor in 
its deftru€tion.” In the body of it, a shaft is elegantly 
pointed at one of the Britith generals.—~« America is 
amazed 
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amazed to find the name of Howe in the catalogue of 
her enemies :—fhe loved his brother.” The former lord 
lowe fell by a fhot from a French Indian, after landing 
om the left toward the bottom of Lake George, and 
while heading his corps’ and marching under the com- 
mand of general Abercrombie, to attack Tyconderoga., 
‘The Maflachufetts affembly, to exprefs their affe@tion 
and ftrong fenfe of his worthy charaéter, had a monu- 
ment erected to his memory in W eftminiter-abbey. 
he quotas of the feveral colonies toward the common 
expence was fettled, for the prefent, fubject to a future 
revifion and correction. 

The afflemblies of New Jerfey, Pennfylvania and 
Virginia, having referred to the congrefs the refolution 
of the houfe of commons, comprehending lord North’s 
conciliatory plan, they expreffed their opinion upon it, 
to the following purpofe, viz. ‘* The colonies are entitled 
to the fole and exclufive privilege of giving and grant- 
ing their own money. As they pofeis a right of ap- 
propriating their gifts, fo are they entitled at all times 
to inquire into their application. This privilege of giv- 
ing or withholding their monies, is an important bar- 
rier againft the undue exertion of prerogative, : 

“The propofition contained in the refolutios. is tine 
reafonable and infidious < unreafonable, becaufle, if we 
declare we accede to it, we declare without refervation, 
we will purchafe the favor of parliament, not knowing 
at the fame time at what price they will pleafe to efti- 


mate their favor; it is ixfidiows, becaufe, individual co- 
lonies, having bid and bidden again, till they find ‘the 
avidity of the feller too great for all their powers to fa= 
tisfy, are then to return into oppofition, divided fron 
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their filter colonies, whom the minifter will have previ- 
oufly detached by a grant of eafier terms, or by an art- 
ful procraftination of a definitive anfwer. ‘The fufpen- 
fion of the exercife of their pretended power. of taxa- 
tion, being exprefsly made commenfurate with the con- 
tinuance of our gifts, thefe muft be perpetual to make 
that fo. The propofition is altogether unfatisfactory, 
becaufe it imports only a fufpenfion of the mode, not 
4 renunciation of the pretended right to tax us; be- 
caufe too, it does not propofe to repeal the feveral acts 
of parliament complained of as grievances. 

«* Upon the whole, this propofition feems to have 
been held up to the world, to deceive it into a belief 
that there was nothing in difpute between us, but the 
mode of levying taxes; and that the parliament having 
now been fo good as to give up this, the colonies are 
nnreafonable if not perfectly fatisfied; whereas, in truth, 
our adverfaries ftill claim a right of demanding ad 4a1- 
tum, and of taxing us thernfelves to the full amount of 

“their demand, if -we do not comply with it. This 
leaves us without any thing we can call property.” 

Congrefs had reprobated. the conciliatory plan in their 
addrefs to the Britifh inhabitants; but now they dif- 
cuffed it fully, and expoled its futility. The next day, 
Augutt the firft, they adjourned to Tuefday the fifth. of 

_ September. / 

The declaration of congrefs, their petition to the 
king, their addrefs to the. inhabitants of Great Britain, 
the other to the people of Ireland, and their opinion 
upon the refolution of the houfe ef commons, mutt evi- 
dence to. the world, that they have men of the firft abi- 
lities among them, whofe writings will vie with the pub- 

lic 
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lic declarations and acts of any powers, on the greatelt 
occafions, in refpect to art, addrefs, and execution. 

When you confider the variety of climates, foils, re~ 
ligions, civil governments, commercial interefts, &c. 
which were reprefented in the former congrefs, and the 
late feffion of the prefent; and the various occupations, 
educations and characters of the gentlemen who com-= 
pofed them; you will judge, that the general harmony 
and unanimity which prevailed in them, 1s {carcely to 
be paralleled. At the revolution, fuch mighty queftions 
as, “© Whether is the throne vacant or not? Whether 
fhall the prince of Orange be king or not?” were de- 
termined in the convention parliament, by {mail majo- 
rities—the laft queftion by two only. The great majo- 
rities, the almoft unanimity, with which moft capital 
queftions have been decided in the continental congrefs, 
will be confidered by numbers in no other light than as 
the happieft omens; or rather as providential difpen- 
fations in favor of the colonies; as well as the cleareft 
demonftrations of their cordial, firm, radical, and indif 
foluble union. 

The adjournment of congrefs affords the delegates, 
the beft means of confulting with their conftituents, as 
to what further meafures it may be neceflary to adopt: 
as alfo certain individuals, who may look forward te 
independency, a much more favorable opportunity of 
ripening their defigns by private, perfonal, intercourfe 
with fpecial confidants, than can be enjoyed by an epifto- 
lary cotrefpondence. By well-timed hints, they may 
fcatter thofe fentimental feeds, which fhall at length pro- 
duice events, not at prefent fuipecied even by the perforis 
attending to fuch hints, 
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‘The Georgia delegates did not come on, and join the 
conerefs before the feffion was clofed. 


The inhabitants of South Carolina were fo zealous, 
and the alarm fpread by the Lexington engagement fo 


extenfive through the colony, that 172 members met in June 


provincial congrefs, agreeable to the fummons iffued 
three and twenty days ee by the general committee. 

They unanimoufly refolved, that an affociation was 
neceflary, which was drawn up and figned by their pre- 
fident Henry Laurens ef; and all the members prefent. 
Init they declared —* Thoroughly convinced that, un- 
der our prefent diftreffed circumftances, ‘we fhall be jut 
tified before God and man, in refifting force by force, 
we do unite ourfelves under every tie of religion and ho- 
nor, and affociate as a band in the defence of an in- 
jured country againft every foe—hereby folemnly en- 
gaging that, whenever our continental or provincial 
councils fhall decree it neceffary, we will go forth, and 
be ready to facrifice our lives and fortunes to fecure 
her freedom and fafety. This obligation to continue 
in full force until a reconciliation fhall take © place between 
Great Britain and America, upon conftitutional princi- 
~ ples—an event which we moft heartily defire. And we 
- will hold all thofe perfons inimical to the liberty of the 
colonies who fhall refufe to fubfcribe this affociation.” 
This was afterward pretty generally fubfcribed by the 
inhabitants, 

It was refolved to raife two -eETtentoe foot, and a 
| regiment of rangers; and to put the town and province 
in a refpectable pofture of defence. | 
congrefs were fenfible, that the expences would be 
great. But it was the language there, as well as in the 
RVoL. LU, G Ke aar other 
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other colonies, among the friends to freedom, “ We 
will freely give up balf, or even the whole of our fortunes 
to fecure our liberties.” Bills of credit were ftruck, which, 
through the confent and enthufiafm of the people, fup- 
‘plied the prefent emergency. . 

So great was the military ardor among the gentle- 
men, that candidates for commiffions were four times 
more than could be employed; and in the number 
were many of the firft families and fortunes. The mi- 
litia officers refigned their commiffions under the go- 
vernor, and by their own confent were fubjected to the 
orders of the provincial congrefs. 

Thus the popular leaders, in a few weeks, had an 
army. and treafury at their command, T hirteen gen- 
tlemen were chofen a council of fafety. 

While this congrefs was fitting, lord William Camp- 
bell, governor of the province, arrived, and was recelv- 
ed with all the demonftrations of joy ufual on fimular 
eccafions. 

The congrefs waited on him with an addrefs, in which 
they difclofed to him the true caufes of their prefent 
proceedings ; and declared, that no love of innovation, 
no defire of altering the conftitution of government, no 
lu(t of independence, had the leaft influence upon their 
counfels; but that they had been impelled to affociate 
and take up arms, folely for the prefervation and in de- 
fence of their lives, liberties and properties. They en- 
treated his excellency to make fuch a reprefentation of 
the ftate of the colony, and of their true motives, as té 
affure his majefty, that he had no fubjects, who more 
fincerely defired to teftify their loyalty and affection, or 
would be more willing to devote their lives and fortunes 

was if, 
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in his real fervice. His lordfhip rine a yey mild 


‘and prudent anfwer. 


They adjourned, having firft elegant a oreat part of 
their authority to the council of fafety and “the general 
committee; the former of which is in the nature of an 
executive, and the latter of a legiflative authority, It 
was particularly recommended to the general committee, 
to take effe€tual methods to have the affociation figned 


through the province, and to demand from the non- 


fubfcribers the reafons of their refufal. 

The non-fubfcribers have been advertifed as inimical 
to the liberties of America, and all intercourfe between 
them and the aflociators interdicted, An oath of neutra- 
lity has been required of all, to which fome have agreed ; 
others refufing, have been difarmed; and a few, who 
would not enter into any engagements for the public fecu- 
rity, have been confined to their houfes and plantations. 

In thefe kinds of interefting civil broils, matters are 
generally carried to an excefs, and policy often tramples 


‘upon truth and juftice, Among ‘the non-fub{cribers, 


there may have’ been feveral real friends to the liberties 


of America, who could not in confcience fub{cribe the 


affociation. - 

‘The South Carolinians, haying agreed upon 4 military 
oppofition, ‘were refolved to defend Charleftown to the 
laft extremity ; and yet the whole quantity of powder in, 
the colony did not exceed three thoufand pounds. A. 
military oppofition, not being originally defigned or ex- 


y pected by them any more than by the people of the other 


colonies, there was the like inattention as elfewhere, in 
regard to the providing of ftores. Reduced now to the 


| alternative of fighting or fubmitting, ‘they took extra- 
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ordinary methods to obtain a fupply. The inhabitants 
of Eaft Florida, having never joined in meafures of op- 
pofition to Britain, the ports of that province were open 
for the purpofes of trade. 

Twelve perfons, therefore, authorized by the council 
of fafety, failed from Charleftown for that coaft; and 
by furprife, boarded a veffel near the bar of St. Auguf- 
tine, though twelve Britifh grenadiers, of the 14th re- 
giment, were on board. They took out fifteen thou- 
{and pounds of powder, for which they gave a bill of 
exchange to the captain; and having fecured a fafere- 
treat to themfelves, fteered for Beaufort, and from thence 
by an inland navigation efcaped their purfuers, and got 
fafe to Charleftown. | 

North Carolina was no lefs fpirited than South. The 
militia were arrayed and exercifed, and other meafures 
taken to fupport whatever oppofition they might be called 
to make againft the Britifh adherents. Governor Martin 
was equally vigorous, though not equally fuccefsful. 
He expected, by means of the back fettlers, Scotch 
inhabitants, and Highland emigrants, to have made a 
ftand againft the patriotic party, and therefore took 
pains to fortify his palace at Newbern; but before it 
could be effected, his attempting to move the palace 
guns, alarmed the committee of the place ; who, at the 
head of a body of armed men, interpofed, feized and 
carried’ off fix pieces of artillery, which lay behind the 
palace. This occafioned the governor’s making a pre- 
cipitate flight to Fort Johnfon on Cape Fear river. The 
people, apprehenfive that he would ftrengthen, and pre- 
pare it for the reception of a force to be employed in 
reducing the colony; and concluding, that he would 

encourage 
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encourage the flaves to. revolt, in cafe of the failure of 
all other means to maintain the king’s government; 


collected at Wilmington under colonel Afhe, who had ibaa 


refigned his governmental commiffion, and accepted one 

from popular authority. The colonel defigned removing 

the king’s artillery from the fort; but the cannon and 

ftores were fecured in time, by order of the governor, 

who retired on board the king’s floop the Cruifer. 

-. Colonel Afhe, in the dead of the night, entered the | 
fort, fired it, and reduced the houfes and buildings to 

afhes. The next day he, completed the deftruction of 
its wooden defences, to which the fire had not extended ; 
and burnt the houfes, and defolated every thing in the 


neighbourhood of the place, that fo they might prove 


‘of no benefit to the governor. 

The Newbern committee apprehending he means to 
erect the king’s ftandard, and to commence hoftilities, 
have refolved, “ That no perfon or perfons whatfoever 
have any, correfpondence with him, on pain of being 
‘deemed enemies to the’ liberties of America, and dealt 
with accordingly.” , Perfons, throughout the united co- 
Jonies, dread being advertifed for enemies to the liberties 
of America, ._ | 
pe ly treating of Virginia, we muft go back to captain 
Henry’s advancing w4 h his volunteers toward W illiamf- 
burgh. 
‘upon converting his palace into 4 garrifon, fortifying iC 
in the beft manner he could, and furrounding it with 
artillery.” From thence he iflued a proclamation, chare- 
-ing Mr, Henry and his followers with rebellious prac- 
tices, and- attributing the prefent commotions to dif- 
affection in the people, and a defire of changing the 
| , | G3 eftablifhed 
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eftablifhed form of government; which fetved only to 
increafe the difcontent. On the other hand, the Virgi- 
nians, in their county meetings, applauded Mr. Henry’s 
conduct ;. and infifted, that they wanted nothing but to 
preferve their ancient conftitution, and only oppofed in- 
novations.— The difturbances they charged to the gover- 
nor’s late conduct. ‘The difcontents of the people were 


increafed by fome procured copies of letters from his 
lordfhip to:the -minifter of the American department, 
and which were feverely cenfured as containing not only 
unfavorable, but unfair and unjuft reprefentations, as 
-well of facts, as- of the ae and ee of the 
‘colony. » 

In this ftate of diforder, on the arrival of. difpatches 
from Great Britain, the houfe of burgeffes was fuddenly 
Jane and unexpectedly convened by the governor. The 
grand motive for it was to procure their approbation of 
Lord North’s conciliatory plan, accordingly in his fpeech 
he ufed his utmoft addrefs to carry this point. 

The firft aét however of the houfe, was the appoint- 
ment of a committee to inquire into the caufes of. the 
fate difturbances, and particularly to examine the ftate 
of the magazine, that meafures might be taken for its 
replenifhment. Means having been contrived by -his 
lordfhip’s order for fecuring the magazine, and no no- 
tice having been given of fpring guns being’ prepared, 
fome inconfiderate young men attempted to furnith 
‘themfelves with arms out of it, and-one of them was 
wounded. The mode of defending the magazine by 
fpring guns, and the unfortunate accident, irritated the 
minds of many, who were joined by others, A great 
OBECTR of people, from different parts, affembled, 

and 
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and though the houfe was fitting, broke open the’ maga- 
zine, and took away many of the arms. Some of the 
members, hearing what was going forward, repaired to 
the magazine, and though not in time to prevent its 
being forced open, by remonftrating with all the -people 
they met againft fuch proceedings, prevailed with them 
to return the arms. The keys of the magazine were 
afterward delivered to the committee of the houfe, by 
his lordfhip’s order ; who, upon examination, found 
moft of the remaining powder buried in the magaziné 


_ yard, where it fuffered confiderable damage by the rain: 


the mufkets were deprived of their locks ; and the ma 


- gazine was naked and infufficient in all refpects. 


An account was brought into Williamfburgh, that 
capt. Collins of the Magdalen, had fitpped his cables, 
and was come up the river with a number of boats, con- 
taining a hundred men at leaft, intended to be marched 
into the city. Upon this report a number of people 
affembled under arms, that they might defend the city 
and its inhabitants, in cafe any thing hoftile fhould be 
attempted. Upon hearing what his lordfhip had faid 
to the council, they retired peaceably and quietly, with- 
out any difturbance. However, their readinefs to af- 
femble under arms upon reports, without waiting to 
know whether they were true or falfe, made fuch an 1m- 
preffion upon the governor’s mind, that he with his lady 
_and family quitted the place, early in the morning, pro- 
ceeded to York-town, and went on board the Fowey 
man of war. He has the honor of being the firft go- 
vernor *, who thinks it neceflary to quit his govern- 

* Governor Martin went not on board the Cruifer floop till the 
middle of July. | yesh : 
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ment, and take refuge on board his majefty’s fleet : 
though in his letter of May the firft, he held out to mi- 
niftry his hope, that with a fupply of arms and ammu- 
nition, he fhould be able to collect from among Indians, 
negroes and other perfons, a fufficient force to defend 
government. He left a meffage for the houfe of bur- 
gefies, acquainting them, that both himfelf and family 
were in conftant danger through the fury of the people ; 
that he hoped they would proceed in the bufinefs before 
them; and that he fhould attend as ufual to the duties 
of his office, and was difpofed to reftore the harmony, 
which had been fo unhappily interrupted. | 
The meflage produced a joint addrefs from the coun- 
cil and houfe, declaring that they would cheerfully con- 
cur in any meafure he fhould propofe for the fecurity of 
himfelf and family; obferving how impracticable it 
would be to carry on bufinefs at fuch a diftance, and 
entreating his return with his lady and family to the 
palace, as what would alfo afford great public fatisfaction, 
and be the likelieft mean of quieting the minds of the 

people. uF bese 
His lordfhip returned a written anfwer, in which he 
juftified his apprehenfions of danger, and {fpecified feve- 
ral charges again{t the houfe of burgeffes. It contained 
many other matters tending to irritate: but concluded 
with mollifying terms, by no means equal however to 
the removal of the acrimony excited by the preceding 
fevere charges and implications. It foon produced a 
reply, of an uncommon length, under the form of an 
addrefs. The addrefs comprehended the fubftance of 
the report of the committee, appointed by the houfe of 
burgefies when they firft met; and was fraught with all 
the 
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the bitternefs of recrimination, as well as with defenfive _ 
arguments, and an examination of facts. And yet the 
terms’ in which it was expreffed, were as refpectful as 
poffible, and of a nature fuited to the reprefentative of 
their fovereign, and to their own dignity. When upon 
his lordfhip’s letters to the earl of Dartmouth, they re- 
plied to his affertion, “not a few did join (in what he was: 


P 
v 


pleafed to’ call an opprobrious meofure) to avoid paying 
their debts, in which many of the principal people here are 
much involved,’ “ We can-only anfwer for ourfelves in 
the negative; and muft confider fo indifcriminate a 
. charge as extremely injurions.”) It 1s well known, that 


SS ee ee 


many not only in Virginia, but in every other colony, 
were deeply indebted to Britifh creditors ; and it may 
be admitted, that feveral of that number became pro- 
feffedly zealous patriots for American liberty, with a 
--yiew cither.of efcaping or of delaying the payment of 
their juft debts. However to infer from thence, that the 
great body of popular leaders in the prefent difpute, were 
or are a€tuated by fuch a motive would be highly cul- 
pable. <All the fupporters of a good caufe fhould be 
influenced by principles that are unexceptionable: but 
the ftate of mankind forbids the expeciation of fo de- 

firable an event. vi : 
The report of the committee afferted, that a ceneral 
tranquillity prevailed previous to the affair of the powder, 
and the governor’s declaration about freeing the flaves; 
that the people had no defign or with after an indepen- 
‘dency of Great Britain; that they had a moft eager de- 
‘fire for fuch a connection as exifted before the late acts 
of parliament; and that a redrefs of grievances would 
imme- 
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immediately eftablifh tranquillity, and be productive of 
a@ reconciliation with the parent ftate. 
~The houfe of burgeffes prefented their addrefs in an- 
“fwer to the governor’s fpeech; in which they faid of 
Lord North’s conciliatory motion, “ We examined it 
minutely ; we viewed it in every point of light in which 
we were able to place it, and, with pain and difappoint- 
ment, we muft ultimately declare, it only changes the 
form of oppreffion, without lightening its burdén.” 
They clofed with thefe expreffive words—‘“ We have 
_ decently remonftrated with parliament : they have added 
| new injuries to the old. We have wearied our king 
with fupplications: he has not deigned to anfwer us. 
‘We have appealed to the native honor and juftice of the 
Britifh nation: their efforts in our favor have been hi- 
therto ineffectual. What then remains to be done > 
That we commit our injuries to the even-handed juftice 
of that Being who doth no wrong ; earneftly befeeching 
him ‘to illuminate the councils, and profper the endea- 
vours, of thofe to whom America hath confided her 
hopes, that, through their wife direction, we may again — 
fee, re-united, the bleffings of liberty and property, and 
the moft permanent harmony with Great Britain.” The 
body of the addrefs contains this remark, “ Lord Chas 
tham’s bill on the one hand, and the terms of the con- 
erefs on the other, would have formed: a bafis for ne- 
gotiation ; which a fpirit of accommodation, on both 
fides, might perhaps have reconciled.” 
Every day afforded new ground for bickering, and 
every incident frefh room for altercation between the 
governor and houfe of burgefies, “At cate the necefs 
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fary bills having pafied the houfe, and the advanced fea- 


fon requiring the attendance of the members in theit 
feveral counties, the council and burgeffes jointly en- 
treated the governor’s prefence to give his aflent to them 
and finifh the feffion. After meffages to and fro, his 


lordfhip declined meeting them at the Capitol, though 


they pledged their honor and every thing facred for his 


) fecurity ; but he informed them, that he would be ready 
to receive them at his prefent refidence. This anfwer 


put an end to all public correfpondence between the 


governor and the colony. The burgeffes paffed refolu- 
tions declaring, that the meffage requiring them to at- a 


tend him on‘board a fhip of war, was a high breach of 
their rights and privileges; that they had reafon to fear 
a dangerous attack might be meditated againft the un- 
happy people of the colony; and that it was therefore 
their opinion, that they fhould prepare for the preferva- 


tion of their property, and their ineftimable rights and 


privileges. They then made ftrong profeffions of loy- 
alty to the king, and amity to the mother country, and 
adjourned themfelves to October. 


A convention of delegates was appointed to fupply July 
1d0e 


the place of the houfe of burgefies, who, having an 
unlimited confidence repofed in them by the people, 
became accordingly poffeffed of, an unlimited power in 
all public affairs. They. alfo formed themfelves into 2 
committee to take into confideration the ftate of the co- 
lony; and the next day refolved, that a fufficient armed 
force be immediately raifed and imbodied, for its de- 

fence and protection. | 
Nothing more need be faid of the Delaware counties, 
‘than that they remain firm to the caufe they have efpoufed, 
The 
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‘The Maryland convention met at Annapolis, and 
unanimoufly refolved upon an affociation to be figned 
by the members, and by all other the freemen of the 
province. They faid, «*« We do unite as one band, and 
folemnly pledge ourfelves to each other, and to Ame- . 
rica, that we will, to the utmoft of our power, fupport 
the prefent oppofition, carrying on, as well by arms as 
by the continental affociation, reftraining our commerce.” 
‘They alfo refolved, “* That there be forty companies of 

» minute men enrolled as foon as may be; and that every 
~ able-bodied effective freeman within the province, be- 
.tween fixteen and fifty (clergymen of all denominations, 
practifing phyficians, the houfhold of the governor, mi- 
nute and artillery men, and perfons who from their re- 
ligious principles cannot bear arms in any cafe, except- 
ed) as foon as may be, and at furtheft before the fifteenth 
of September, fhall enroll himfelf in fome company of 

militia.” They eftablifhed a council of fafety confift- 
ing of fixteen perfons, who are to regulate the opera- 
tions of the minute men and militia, and are alfo, during 
the recefs, to do all other matters for fecuring the Pt9- 
vince, and for providing for its defence. 

They ordered committees of obfervation and of cor- 
aefpondence to be chofen; and bills of credit to the 
amount of 266,666 dollars to be ftruck with all. conve- 
nient {peed for the fervice of the province. 

The Pennfylvania affembly have eftablifhed a military 
affociation through the colony, and ordered feveral 
battalions to be raifed, clothed and armed. ‘The whole 
colony is preparing for a vigorous defence. The change 
in the affembly from a moft pacific to a martial com- 
plexion, is owing to the times. The number of Quakers 

y returned 
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returned to ferve in it, was not fo large as formerly ; 
and fome of them, being upon principle oppofed to 
prefent meafures, have refigned their feats, (which they 
have the privilege of doing) and left them to be filled 
by perfons of a different judgment. 

The Philadelphians, with a view to the fafety of the 
city, are alfo engaged in making huge machines to fink 
in the narrow part of the Delaware, and in complet- 
ing a number of large galliots, carrying at their bows 
guns from 32 to 48 pounders, fwivels, &c.. The ma- 


chines are formed of large heavy fquare pieces of tim- 


ber. Two long ones, at a proper parallel diftance from 
each other, form the horizontal bafe that is to reft on 
the bed of the river. Right over thefe are placed two 
others of fimilar fize, rifing from toward the ends of 
the horizontal bafe, in fuch an angular direCtion, as 
with their elevated ends, fortified with ftrong iron points, 
to pierce any veffels which may fail againft them. “The 
degree of elevation is fuch as to give the greateft re- 
fiftance with the leaft danger to the timbers. The four 


main pieces are joined to each other by many fhorter 
ones. The whole machine is fo contrived that, with 
its own weight, and what may be added to it when 


funk, it can neither be broken, nor forced backward, 
nor turned over. They have given the name of che- 
yaux de Frife to thefe machines. ; 
‘There is nothing in New Jerfey which requires par- 
ticular notice. _ | . | 
The New Yorkers were freed from the apprehenfions 
‘they were under, through the expectation of troops 
from Europe, foon after their arrival. The fecond em- 
barkation from Corke, confifting of four-regiments, got 
| | fafe 


a ame pS a ene 
= “~~ . mS rene ee ae - 


94 Tae SRST ORY. Oe THE 


fafe to Sandy Hook, where they received orders from 
general Gage to fail for Bofton. ‘They were wanted to 
ftrengthen the army, after the lofs it had fuftained, by 
Breed’s-hill battle. The few troops that were ftationed 

at the barracks, about fifty, went on board the Afia 

June man of war, fome time before, on the fixth of June; 
© {> that the city of New York was wholly without re- 


eulars. 


Ny others. 
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_24. | Governor Tryon shved at New York from Tarai 
ae He is in much efteem with a large number of the citi- 
| zens and others; and if any one can fucceed in draw- 
ing off that colony from the union, he will probably be 
the perfon. It is not to be thought, that he is limited 
by miniftry either as to expences or promifes; but may 
fuit himfelf to perfons and emergencies. There is ap- 
parently good policy in employing him to effec the re. 
covery of New York to the fide of adminiftration. He 
was in hope of finding the province difunited from the 


July The mayor, aldermen, and commonalty of the city, 
prefented him with a congratulatory addrefs; compli- 
mented him upon the rectitude of his former admini- 
flration, and expreffed their truft, in the aid of his in- 
terceffion with his majefty, for a fpeedy termination of 
the hoftile animofities of his contending fubjects. | 
The governor in his anfwer confeffed his difappoint- 
ment at the change of circumftances in the province. 
To palliate the treatment, which the memorial and re- , 
prefentation of the New York general affembly met 
with, and to conciliate the minds of as many as could 
confide in his expreffions, he clofed with faying, «I am 
acquainted in a difpatch from the earl of Dartmouth, 
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that the memorial and reprefentation of the general af- 
fembly of this province, were unfortunately blended with 
expreffions containing claims, which made it impoffible 
for parliament, confiftent with its juftice and dignity to 
receive them; yet the petition to the king has been pre- 
fented to his majefty, who was pleafed to receive it with 
the moft gracious expreffions of regard and attention to 
the humble requefts of his faithful fubjects in New 


York; and I am authorized to. fay; that nothing can 


give greater {atisfactionto the royal-breaft, than to fee 
us again a-happy and united people.” 

-The fame day the addrefs was prefented, all the king’s 
ftores of various kinds were taken from Turtle Bay and 
eprined. cleariOHsiec ey ssottor « 

Conneéticut and Rhode Ifland having had no occa- 
fion to change their forms-of government, proceed in’ 
their ufual modes of bufinefs, to fulfil the engagements 
they are under, to the united colonies in general, and 
the Maflachufetts in particular, and flag not in their 
ardor to fupport the caufe of America. 

Let us return to the Maffachufetts. Political necef- 


fity obliged the proyincial congrefs to refolve, “ That June 


the notes and bills of the colony of Rhode Ifland, of 
this and all the other colonies (except Nova Scotia and 
Canada) fhall be taken and received, and accounted a 
good and fufficient tender for the payment of all debts 
and damages arifing upon the non-performance of any 
promifes; and the committees of correfpondence, in- 
{fpection and fafety, in the refpective towns, are to re- 
turn the names of all perfons who fhall contravene this 
refalve,” Ante Gea 
Te 
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To procure a fupply of articles for the troops of the 
colony, a refolve paffed for the inhabitants ‘of the feve- 
ral towns to furnifh fhirts, breeches, ftockings and {hoes, 
for’ the foldiers: in a few days after, a recommenh- 


dation pafied, not to kill any fheep or lambs, except- 


ing in cafes of abfolute neceflity. 

In confequence of the letters fent to the feveral towns 
and diftriéts within the colony, for the choice of repre- 
fentatives, in order to take up a form of government, 
more than two hundred- members met at Watertown, 
and conftituted the houfe of aflembly.” The general faft 
interpofing, the counfellors were not chofen till Friday 
morning the twenty-firft. 


Aug. The houfe agreed to raife 30,0001: fterling.- The 
raifing of money will probably produce much diffatif-_ 


faction. Great numbers, who are warm for the liber- 
ties of America, and violently oppofed to being taxed 
by Great Britain, are fo inconfiderate as to imagine, 
they are to be exempted from almoft every tax upon 
their fucceeding in the prefent conteft. They are for 
enjoying all the advantage of civilized fociety, without 
paying their proportion toward the expence of fupport- 
ing it. : 

Captain Linzec, of the Falcon floop of war, chafed 
two fchooners from the Weft Indies, one of which he 
foon brought to; the other, having the advantage of a 
fair wind, put into Gloucefter harbour, at Cape Anne; 
and the captain purfued into the harbour, bringing the 
one with him. He anchored and fent two barges with 
fifteen: men each, armed with fwivels and mufkets, ‘at 


tended with a whale boat, in which was the lieutenant 
and fix privates, meaning to feize the loaded fchooner. 
The 
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fired from the fhore, and killed three men, befide wound- 
ing the lieutenant. On this the captain fent the other 
{chooner and a fmall cutter well armed, with orders to 
fire on the damn’d rebeis wherever they could fee them, 
while he engaged in cannonading the town. Not a ball. 
{truck or wounded a fingle perfon, though they pafted 
through the houfes filled with women and children, in 
almoft every direction. The party at the water-fide 
foon made themfelves mafters of both the fchooners, | 
the cutter, the two barges, the boat, and every man in 
them. The aétion lafted feveral hours. The provin- 
cials loft but one man, and had two others wounded ; 
one of whom is fince dead. They captured thirty-five 
men belonging to the Falcon, feveral of whom are 
wounded, and one of ther fince dead. Captain Linzee. 
after this warped off, having loft half his men. | 

The fearcity of ammunition is fo alarming, that the 
houfe agreed upon recommending it to the inhabitants, 
not to fire a gun at beaft, bird, or mark, without real 
neceflity, to prevent a watte of powder. 

About five weeks fince, general Gage fent two off- 
cers to New York, to procure all the men they could, 
out of . fhips expected from Scotland or elfewhere, to 
join him as volunteers ; and with orders to return to 
Bofton with all expedition. This befpeaks a want of 
men. The want of frefh provifion will be fupplied for 
a fhort fpace, by the return of a fleet of traniports, this 
day, from the Sound, bringing with them about 2000 
fheep, and 110 oxen, befide eggs, butter, oc. which 
they have taken off from Gardner's and other iflands. 
VoL Tho | ak | Gover- 
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The militia and inhabitants took the alarm, collected, *775° 
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Governor Wentworth ftill continues in New Hamp- 
fhire ; but the influence of the popular leaders is increaf- 
ing, while his diminifhes daily. He canno longer con- 
fide, as formerly, in the attachment of the people for 
fafety ; and has for thefe two months taken up his refi- 
dence at Fort William and Mary. 

- The bulk of the colonifts have certainly been much 
encouraged in their ftruggles againft the claims of par- 
Hament and adminiftration, from the multiplied’ affu- 
rances they have received that the body of the people 
in England with them fuccefs; and from their knowing: 
that many of the moft virtuous and independent of the 
nobility and gentry are for them; and among this or- 
der, in their eftimation, the beft bifhop that adorns the 


bench *, as great a judge as the nation can boaft +, and 


the greateft ftatefman it ever faw {. 
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Roxbury, December 30, 177 8+ 


HE acceffion of Georgia to the colonies will oc- 
cafion their being called henceforward THE 
THIRTEEN UNITED COLONIES, Te 
aid in the defence of that colony, congrefs refolved 
early in November, to keep up a battalion there at the 
continental expence. Toward the clofe of the year, 


® The bihhop of St. Afaph, + Lord Camden. tf Lord Chatham. 
Dr, 


i 


~ they expected to make an effectual refiftance. 
The governor of South Carolina, \ord William Camp- | 
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Dr. Zubly, perceiving that there was an apparent pro- i775. 


penfity to independency in feveral of the delegates, with- 
drew and returned to Georgia. His oppofition to it 
being well known, and his influence upon the Georgia 
inhabitants being feared, it was contrived, that one of 
his brother delegates, Mr. John Houtton, fhould like- 
wife return, with a defien of counteraéting him, in cafe 


he fhould fet himfelf to oppofe independency. 


f& The firlt hoftilities which happened in this colony. be- 


tween the oppofite parties, commenced about the mid- 
dle of November, when a number of royalifts attacked 
the Ametican whigs, and by their fuperiority obliged 
the latter, after three days, to furrender the fort in which 


bell, after the provincial congrefs had raifed troops, gave 
commiffions to the officers of the volunteer companies of 
militia, that were formed and trained on the recommen- 
dation of the popular leaders. His lordfhip alfo con- 
yened an aflembly, of which feveral officers in the pro- 


vincial regiments were members ; but finding them and | 
their colleagues inflexibly fet againft his fchemes, he dif- Sept. 
folved them, and never afterward iifued writs for a new 1% 


ele@ion. He was indefatigable in fecretly promoting 
oppofition to the popular meafures, and kept up 4 con- 
ftant correfpondence with the back country royalifts. 
Thefe people were told, that it would be impoffible to 


refit the power of Britain; that the whole difpute was 
about a trifling tax on tea, and that the expences of the 


new raifed provincial regiments would be infinitely more 
than the infignificant taxes impofed by the Britifh par- 


Hiament, They were therefore much difaffeéted with 
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1775. the proceedings of the provincial congrels. It beiig 
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fufpected in Charleftown, that their difaffection was 
greatly owing to the governor; in order to afcertain, if 
poffible, the connection between them, captain Adam 
M<Donald, of a new raifed provincial regiment, intro- 
duced himflf to his lordfhip, about the middle of Sep- 
tember, under the feigned name of Dick Williams, a 
fuppofed confidential mefienger from thefe royalifts. In 
this affumed charaéter he had a long converfation with 
his lordfhip, and was informed, that a letter received 
the day before fet forth, « That his majefty was deter- 
mined fpeedily to fend out troops to execute his fchemes 
from one end of the continent to the other.” T’he con- 
verfation being reported to the general committee, they 
fent a deputation, of which captain M<‘Donald was one, 
to demand a communication of his lordfhip’s late dif- 
patches from England, and a perufal of his correfpon- 
dence with the back country. Thefe requifitions being 
refufed, it was moved to take the governor into cuftody, 
but the motion was rejected by a great majority. His 
jordfhip, mortified at the deception which had been 
paffed upon him, and diftruftful of his perfonal fafety 
in Charleftown, took the provincial feal with him, and 
retired on board the Tamar floop of war. , 
‘When the new provincial congrefs met, it was thought 
by the royalifts, that the determinations of the former 

would have been reverfed ; but they were. difappointed. 
In order to obftruct the paffage of the king’s fhips to 
Charleftown, through Hog Ifland channel, a number 
of hulks were ordered to be funk, and captain Tufts 
had the charge of covering the workmen, on board a 
fe | {chooner, 


¥ 
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fchooner, armed for the fecurity of the town, and called 1775: 


the Defence: The Tamar and Cherokee warped in the 
night, within’ gun fhot of him, and began a heavy can- 
nonade; but at fun-rife dropped down to their moor- 
ings, without having done any material injury. ‘This 
was the commencement. of open hoftilities in South Ca- 
rolina.. : 

The provincial congrefs impreffed the fhip Profper, 
and ordered her to be fitted as a frigate of war. ‘hey 
voted to raife a regiment of artillery, to confift of three 
companies of a hundred men each; and that bills of 


credit amounting to 17,0001. fterling fhould be ftruck 


for their fipport.. About the fame time a new council 
of fafety was appointed, and authorized < to do all fuch 
matters and things relative to the ftrengthening and de- 
fending the ¢olony, as fhould by them be judged expe- 
dient and neceffary.” | 

That you may comprehend the. nature of the oppo- 
fition to popular meafures in this colony, you muft be 
informed of various events relating to the back coun- 
try.. About 1770, the extreme difficulty. of bringing 
criminals from remote fettlements to a legal condemna- 


tion, induced numbers, {tiled regulators, to take the 
“Jaw into their-own hands. ‘They inflited corporal pu- 


nifhment on perfons. without a regular condemnation. 
Luord Charles Greville Montague, the governor, to cor- 
yet: thefe abufes, advanced one Scovil, a man. of low 
charaéter, to the rank of colonel, and employed him to 


- enforce fettled- law among thefe regulators. He adopt- 


ed fevere meafures, which involved multitudes in great 
diftrefs, who having fuffered fo for oppofing regular go- 


--wernment, could not be perfuaded to co-operate with 
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1775. their countrymen in the fupport of congrefles and com- 
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mittees, whom they corceived to be pe MGH: to. their 
own regulating affemblies. 

A-number of Dutch inhabitants ne fettled in the 
fame part of the country, on lands granted by the go- 
vernment, They brought from Europe the monarchi- 
cal ideas of their holding their poffeffions at the king’s 
pleafure. They were therefore eafily made to believe, 
that the lofs of their freeholds would be the confequence 
af their acceding | to American meafures. After the 
peace of Paris, lands were offered upon eafy terms, to 
induce foreign Proteftants to exchange their native coun- 
try for a fettlement in South a eS The. Irifh, who 
accepted thefe offers, were generally royalifts., They 
conceived that they owed all their indulgences to the 
bounty of the king, and fo took part with his friends. 
Their countrymen,.who had emigrated from the northern 
provinces, commonly. entered with zeal into the new 
meafures, | 

The violence of fome over-zealous friends, who in- 
fifted upon their neighbours figning the affociation, pro- 
duced-in feveral a determined fpirit of oppofition. 

At an election for reprefentatives in the firft popular 
affemblies, Mofes Kirkland was an unfuccefsful candi- 
date. In wrath he exclaimed, < If this difpute becomes 
ferious, the people of South Carolina fhall feel the 
weight of my influence.’ The. provincial congrefs, 
to gain him, gave him the rank of captain in one. 
of the provincial regiments; but he was difgufted, that 
his rival was promoted.to the higher rank of major. He, 
accepted his. commiffion, and inlifted men; but foon, 

: | | | refigned, 
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-refigned, and to the utimoft encouraged oppofition to 1775. 


the meafures of congrets. 

The people in general felt themfelves fecure in their 
-perfons and property. It was therefore ealy to offer ar- 
-guments againft renouncing prefent comforts, to ward 
off future evils. It was inGnuated to them, that the 
gentlemen on the fea coaft, in order to obtain, their tea 
Gee from tax, were adopting meafures which would in- 
volve the back country in the want of falt, ofnaburgs, 
and imported neceffaries. The popular leaders could 
‘not urge the inhabitants to the dangers and expences of 
war, otherwife than on fpeculation, to prevent the more 
alarming confequences which would probably take place 
in future, if the proceedings of the Britifh parliament, 

againft Bofton and the Maffachufetts, were fuffered to 
pafs into precedent. A 
Though there were many royalifts in moft parts of the 
‘colony, the principal fettlement, in which they out- 
numbered the friends of congrefs, was in the country 
‘between the Broad and Saluda rivers. When it was de- 
termined to raife troops, the inhabitants of that part 
could not be perfuaded, that the meafure was necefiary. 
They were happy, and free from prefent oppreflion, 


and averfe to believing that any defigns, inimical to 


American liberty, had been adopted by the Britifh go- 
vernment.. The council of fatety fent the honorable 
William Henry Drayton, and the reverend William 
Tennent, to explain to them the nature of the difpute. 
They had feveral meetings, and much eloquence was 
exerted to induce them to fign the affociation. Some 
fab{cribed ; but the greater part could not be perfuaded, 
that there was any neceffity for congrefles, committees, 
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r74e, or military eftablifhments. Sufpicions prevailed. The 


friends of the royal Bar EMER doubted the authenti- 
city of all pamphlets and news-papers, which afcribed 
to the Britifh troops in Bofton, ‘or to the Britifh governs 
ment, any defigns injurious to the rights of the colo- 


“nifts. They viewed the whole as an impofition by art- 


ful men. The friends of congrefs fufpected the leading 


‘men of the royalifts to be in the pay of lord William 


Campbell. Repos were circulated by one party, that 
a plan was laid to feize the cornriffioners fent by the 
‘council of fafety: by the other, that the third provin- 
cial regiment was brought up to compel the inhabitants 
to fign the affociation. Motives and defigns were re- 


-ciprocally attributed to each other of the moft mifchiev- 


ous tendency. The royalifts imbodied for reafons fimi- 
ler to thofe which had induced the other inhabitants to 
arm themfelves againft Britain. They fufpected their 
‘idverfaries of an intention to dragoon them into a com- 


‘pliance with ‘the meafures of congrefs; and they; in 


their turn, were fufpected of adefien to commence hof- 
tilities againft the affociators, es difturbing the efta- 
blithed royal government. Camps were formed in op- 


‘pofition to each other, and great pains taken to increafe 


‘their refpective numbers. Moderate men employed 


their good ‘offices ; and after fome days, the leaders on 
both fides met in conference. Several explications 
having taken pla ce, a treaty was reeiprocally agreed to, 


. by which it was ftipulated, that the royalifts fhould re- 
main in’ a ftate of neutrality. Both parties retired ta 


their homes, and a temporary calm fueceeded. 
But Mr. Robert Cunningham, ‘a principal. leader 
among the royalifts, continued to encourage oppofitien 
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to popular. meafures, and declared that he did not-con- 1775. 
fider himfelf as bound by the treaty. This declaration 
was conftrued as an evidence of a fixed intention again 
‘to difturb the peace. ‘To prevent his attempting it, he 
‘was apprehended, brought to Charleftown, and com- 
mitted to jail. His brother, Mr. Patrick Cunningham, 
inftantly armed a party of friends and purfued, in ex- 
pectation of refcuing him. ‘The party collected on this 
~ “occafion {eized a thoufand pounds of powder, and a 
‘quantity of lead, which was paffing through their fettle- 
ment, as a prefent to the Cherokee Indians; and was 
‘intended to confrm them in their pacitic difpofition. 
‘Some perfons among the royalifts propagated a report, . 
that it was accompanied with inftructions to them, to Keil 
-every man who fhould refufe to fign the aflociation. 
“This anfwered the purpofe of inflaming the minds. of 
feveral. It was alfo confidently afferted, that private 
marks had been agreed on by the popular leaders and 
Indian chiefs, to diftinguith the affociators from the non- 
‘affociators ; the former of whom were to be fpared, and 
the latter facrificed. Great pains were moreover taken, 
to exafperate the inhabitants againft the council of fafety, 
for furnifhing the Indians with powder, at a time when 
the white people could not be fupplied with that article. 
Lord William Campbell had uniformly: recommend- 
ed to the royalifts to remain quiet till the arrival of a 
Britith force. This adyice had been providentially fruf- 
‘trated. Similar reafons of policy to thofe which induced 
the royal governor to recommend inaction to the royalifts, 
‘operated with the council of fafety to crufh their inte{- 
‘tine foes before that force fhould arrive. ‘The rifing 


occafioned by the feizing of Mr. Cunningham, was 
| | conttrued 
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2775. conftrued into a violation of the treaty, and gave eround 


to doubt the fincerity of their engagements to continue 
ina ftate of neutrality.. It was feared, that as foon as 
a proper opportunity offered, they would throw their 
weight into the royal fcale. It was therefore judged ne- 
ceflary, to march an army into their fettlements before 
that event fhould exift. But to remove prejudices, the 
provincial congrefs, firft of all circulated through their 
dettlements, a declaration affigning the reafons for the 


. prefent to the. Cherokees, and deteéting the invidious 


mifreprefentations that had been put upon the meafure. 
They folemnly declared before Almighty God, that they — 
didnot believe any order was ever iffued, or any idea 
ever entertained by the late council of fafety, or any 
member of ijt, or by any perfon under authority of con- 
grefs, to caufe the Indians to commence hoftilities upon 
the frontiers or any part thereof. They then fent for- 
ward a large body of militia and new raifed regulars, 
who were joined by feven hundred militia from North 
Carolina, and two hundred and twenty regulars. They 
foon had an army of feveral thoufand men under their 
direCtion, with inftructions ‘ to apprehend the leaders 
of the party which had feized the powder, and to do all 
other things neceffary to fupprefs the prefent and pre- 
vent future infurrections.” Affurances were publicly 
given, that no injury fhould be done to inoffenfive per- 
ions, remaining quietly on their plantations. The leaders 
of the royalifts found great difficulty in perfuading their 
followers to imbody ; and they themfelves were deftitute 
of political knowledge ard military experience. The 
unanimity of the whigs, and the numbers, which from’ 


all fides invaded the fettlements. of the royalifts, dif 


heartened 
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heartened them from facing their adverfaries in the field. 1775. 
The whigs aéted by fyftem, and in concert with their 


brethren of neighbouring colonies, and were directed by 
a council of fafety, compofed of the ereateft and wifett 
men in the province. They eafily carried every point, 
feized the leaders of the royelifts, and difperfed their fol- 
lowers, without the lofs of a fingle man: -moft of the 
royalifts returned to their plantations, while feveral re- 
tired over the mountains. = 
In North Carolina, the committees of the diftri&t of 
Wilmington alleged a number of charges againft gover- 
nor Martin, particularly thofe of fomenting a civil war 
and of exciting an infurrection among the negroes; upon 
which they declared him an enemy to America in gene- 
ral, and to that province in particular, and forbad all 
perfons holding any communication with him. pat 
When their proceedings appeared in print, the go- Auge 
vernor publifhed his remarks upon them, in a procla- 8. 
mation of uncommon length ;. which the provincial con- 
grefs, in their fubfequent meeting ‘at Hillfborough, re- 
folved unanimoufly to be.a falfe, fcandalous, {currilous, 25- 
malicious and feditious libel, and ordered to be burnt 
by the hands of the commen hangman. Four days 
before, a plan of confederation was laid before them. 
Upon mature deliberation they refolved, that “* They 
‘are of opinion, that the plan of general confederation 
between the united colonies is not at prefent eligible ; 
and that the prefent affociation ought to be further relied 
on for bringing about a reconciliation with the parent 
ftate, and a further confederacy ought only to be adopt- 
ed in cafe of the laft extremity.” Afterward Mr. Sept. 
Hooper fubmitted to them an addrefs to the inhabitants is 
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1775- ofthe Britifh empire, which was unanimoufly received. 


In anfwer to the fuggeftion, that independence was their 


object, they fay, “ We again declare, and we invoke — 


that Almighty Being who fearches the receffes of the 
human heart, and knows our moft fecret intentions, that 
it is our moft earneft wifh and prayer to be reftored, 


with the other united colonies, to the ftate in which we | 


and they were-placed before the year 1763, difpofed to 
glance over any regulations which Britain had made pre- 
‘vious to this, and which feem to be injurious and op- 
preffive to thefe colonies, hoping that, at fome future 
day, fhe will benignly interpofe, ante remove from us 
every caufe of complaint.” | 

They broke up two days after, having fat three 


weeks, During the feffion, they agreed upon raifing © 


rooo men; upon ftriking a quantity of paper money, 
for the fubfiftence of the troops; upon inlifting a con- 
fiderable body of minute men; in a word, upon putting 
the colony immediately into a ftate of defence. | 
Within a fortnight after the feffion clofed, the grand 
repofitory of the governor’s magazine was difcovered. 
In the palace garden, under a bed of cabbages, was 
found a barrel, containing about three bufhels of gun- 
powder. In the palace cellar were dug up two quarter 
cafks of the fame commodity; and in the garden about 
ro0olb. of mufket balls, about 500 weight of iron 
fwivel balls, a large quantity of fmall fhot, lead, iron, 
worms for the cannon, and the whole apparatus for his 
park of artillery. 

The Virginia convention continued to eftablifh rules 
for the defence and regulation of the colony ; and pafied 
an ordinance for imbodying a fufficient force’ for ‘its 

protection, 


ee 
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protection. It appearing to them, that only fifteen half 1775+ 
barrels of powder had been taken out of the magazine 
by Lord Dunmore’s order, they valued it fairly, and 
then dire€ted the. furplus money received by Patrick Aug- 
Henry efq; to be returned to the receiver general. | ig 
Upon a petition of fundry merchants and others, na- 
tives of Great Britain, moftly from Scotland, praying 
to be exempted from bearing arms againft the people, 
among whom they were born, and promifing to obferve 
a ftriét neutrality in cafe the colony was attacked by the 
Britifh troops, the convention unanimoufly recommended *%° 
to the committees, and others the good people of the 
colony, to treat all fuch refident natives as did not fhow 
themfelves enemies to the common caufe of America, 
with lenity and friendfhip ; to protect all perfons what- 
foever in the juft enjoyment of their civil nghts and 


liberty ; to difcountenance all national reflections ; and, 
to promote union, harmony, and mutual good will, 
among all ranks of people. : 

Before the feffion ended, the delegates in a declara- 
tion fet forth the caufe of their meeting, and the neg fe 
fity of immediately putting the country into a pofture. 
of defence, for the better protection of their livessliber- 
ties and properties. . In it they folemnly declare, << be- 
fore God and the world, we do bear faith and true alle- 
giance to his majefty ; and will, fo long as it may be in 
our power, defend him and his government, as founded. 


on the laws and well-known principles of the conftitu- 

tion : we will, to the utmoft of our power, endeavour by 

every honorable mean, to promote a reftoration of that 

friendfhip and amity, which fo long and happily fub- 

fifted between our fellow fubjects in Great Britain, and. 
; 1 
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1775- the inhabitants of America: and as, on the oné hand, 


we are detérmined to defend our lives and properties, 
and maintain our juft rights and privileges, at even the 
extremeft hazard, fo, on the other, it is our fixed and 
unalterable refolution to difband fuch forces as may be 
raifed in this colony, whenever our dangers are removed, 
and America is reftored to its former ftate of tranquillity 
and happinefs.” 

Lord Dunmore however, being joined by a number, 
who had rendered themfelves obnoxious to the country, 
as well as by a parcel of run-away negroes, and fup- 
ported by the naval force upon the ftation, endeavoured 

at eftablifh fuch a marine, as might enable him, by 
‘means of the noble rivers with which the colony abounds, 
to be always at hand, and ready to profit by every favor-— 
able occafion which fhould offer. He by degrees fitted 
and armed feveral veffels, in one of which he conftantly 
refided, never fetting his foot on fhore, but in an hoftile 
manner. The force was calculated only for depreda- 
tions; and while thefe were confined to the procuring 
of provifions or other neceffaries, refpect was fhown to 
the rank and office of the governor: but being at length 
changed into open and sree hoftility, his lordfhip 
met with refiftance. The Virginians could not brook 
his feizing perfons, and conveying them on board the 
fhips; deftroying plantations, and carrying off the ne~ 
groes; and burning houfes. They therefore fent de~ 
tachments of the new-raifed forces to protect the coafts; 
and from thence enfued a fmall mifchievous war, inca- 
pable of affording honor or benefit. 
During this ftate of hoftility, his lordfhip pr ocured # 
few foldiers, with whofe affiftance an attempt was made 
te 


to burn the port-town of Hampton. The inhabitants 1775 


‘ber of boats acrofs the channel to prevent a landing. 
‘The thips, having furmounted all obftacles in the night, 
_ drew up clofe to the town, and began a furious cannon- a 


| jefty’s ftandard, or to be looked upon as traitors; and 


to the old government, He was accordingly joined. by 
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having a previous fufpicion of the defign, funk a num- 


ade in the morning. At this critical period, a detach- * 
ment of riflemen from Williamfburgh, that had marched 
all night, arrived, and being joined by the minute-mena 
and others, who had affembled the day before, took 
fuch a pofition as enabled them, with their {mall arms, .- 
to compel the enemy precipitately to quit their {tation, iit 
with the lofs of fome men and of a tender. - RET 

In confequence of this repulfe, the governor iffued a Nov. Ea 
proclamation, declaring that martial law fhould take * “Wa 
place, and be executed through the colony; requiring 
all perfons capable of bearing arms, to refort to his ma- 


further declaring all indented fervants, negroes or others 
(appertaining to rebels) free, who were able and willing to iy 
bear arms, upon joining his majefty’s troops. The Virgini- | Ve 
ans highly refented his lordfhip’s declaring martial law; hE 
and by his fingle fiat, attempting to {trip them of ehett 
property, and to arm their negroes and fervants againit 
them to effect their deftruction. This meafure ecca+ a 
fioned to government the lofs of many friends. | a} 
The proclamation with his lordfhip’s prefence and his | 
marine, produced fome effect in the town of Norfolk 
and the adjoining country, where many were well affected 


fome hundreds of blacks and whites: but the pleafure | 
it afforded was foon interrupted by intelligence, that a 


pany of Virginians: were marching toward them with i 
¢ great 4 
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1775+ oreat expedition. To obftrucét their defigns, and 
protect the well affected, he took poffeffion of the Great- 
Bridge near Norfolk, a pafs of much confequence, being 
the only way by which the town could be approached. 
He conftruéted a fort on the Norfolk fide, and rendered 
it as defenfible as time would admit. His force con- 
fitted of about 200 regulars, including the grenadiers of 
the i4th regiment, and a body of Norfolk volunteers : 
the -reft was a motley mixture of blacks and whites. 
The Virginians, under colonel Woodford, fortified them- 
felves within lefs than cannon fhot of the royalifts, hav- 
ing a narrow caufeway in front, which was to be pafled 
to come at their works. 

In this ftate they continued quiet on both fides aa 
fome days. At length a fervant belonging to major 
Marfhall, being properly tutored, deferted to the royalifts, 
and told them, that colonel: Woodford, had not more 
than 300 fhirtmen (as they call the riflemen, on account 
of their being dreffed in their hunting fhirts) badly pro- 
vided with ammunition. The bait took, and a defign 
was formed for furprifing the Virginians in their in- 
trenchments. Capt. ee with the regulars, arrived at 
the bridge about three in the morning; and being 
joined by about 300 white and black flaves, laid planks 
upon the bridge, and crofied juft after the Virginians 
had beaten the reveille, a lucky time for the laft, 
as their men were of courfe all under arms. Capt. 
Fordyce, at the head of his grenadiers, amounting to 
about fixty, led the van, while lieutenant Batut com- 
manded the advanced party. “They paffed the caufe- 
way, which admitted only of a few men’s marching’ 

abreaft, and approached the intrenchments. with fixed 
bayonets, 


wounded. 


“folk ; but almoft all the inhabitants had fled on board 
the fhips. 
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“Payonets, and a coolnefs and’ intrepidity which excited 1775: 


aftonifhment. They were not only expofed naked to 
the fire in front, but enfiladed by another part of the 
‘The rie fell with feveral of his 
men, within a few yards of the breaft work. The heu- 
tenant with others were taken, and all the furvivors of. 
whether prifoners or not, were. 


provincial lines. 


the grenadier company, 
The royalifts were foon obliged to found a 
retreat, having fixty-two men killed and wounded. The, 


“provincials, during the whole action, did not lofe 


fingle man, and had only one flightly wounded. The 


‘fire of the artillery from the fort covered the retreat of , 


the royalifts. None of the blacks, &c. in the rear, with . 


‘capt. Leflie, advanced further than the bridge. Capt. 
‘Fordyce was buried with every military honor by the 


viGtors, who fhowed a due refpect to his former. mevit, , 
as well as to the gallantry which fignalized his laft. mo- 
ments, The Britifh prifoners were treated with great 


‘kindnefs : the American royalifts, who joined the king’s 
“ftandard, with rigor. 
“enfuing night, without other lofs than a few pieces of 
“cannon. Capt. Leflie, it 1s faid, has abfolutely refuted 
“to aé& any more on fhore, till he can be better fup-. 


The king’s forces retired the. 
< 


“ported; on the other hand, the Norfolk volunteers, and 
“the black battalions, have declined ating without the 
regulars 5 this has induced his lordfhip to abandon the 
intrenchments at Norfolk, and to go on board the fhips.. 
“Moft of the wretched negroes, sh had joined hin, 
were now left to fhift for themielves. 3 | 

Colonel Woodford with the provincials, entered Nor- Dec. 

TAs 

At night he refigned the command to colonel 


Vor, il. i Howe, 
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1775: Howe, defigning to return to his family, and attend 


on his private affairs. 

Many of the Scotch petitioners having, contrary to 
their faith, folemnly plighted, become {trict adherents to 
Lord Dunmore, and active promoters of his meafures ; 
and having excited their flaves to act againft the colony ; 


‘the convention has totally refcinded the former recom- 


mendation in their favor. But perfons of ability, de- 
élining to a& with the Virginians, and who have not 
taken up arms nor fhowed themfelves againft them, may” 
be permitted to leave the country. 

A fcheme for raifing a confiderable force, for the fer- 
vice of Lord Dunmore, has been lately difcovered in 
Maryland. 

One John Connelly, a native of Pennfylvania, waited 
on his lordhip with certain propofals, toward the latter 
end of July, which being approved of, he difpatched 
intelligence to the officers of the militia on the frontiers 
of Augufta county, with affurances from his lordfhip, 
that fuch of them as would hereafter evince their loyalty 


‘to his majefty, by putting themfelves under his com- 


mand, fhould be amply rewarded... He had before, by 
direction, prepared the Indians on the Ohio, to act 1 
concert with him againft his majefty’s enemies in that 
quarter. Hs lordfhip fent him to general Gage at 
Bofton about the fifteenth of September; and about the 
middle of October he returned with inftructions from the 
general to his lordfhip. A commiffion of lieutenant 
colonel commandant of a regiment to be raifed in the 
back parts and in Canada, was to be granted to this ad- 
venturer; who was to be affifted by the garrifons at> 
Detroit, and Fort Gage at the Illinois, with artillery 
§ | vand 
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and ammunition. 
dian chiefs to act with vigor in the execution of his or- 
ders; and to have the fupreme direction of the new 
forces. When they were in fufficient condition, he was 


to penetrate through Virginia, fo as to meet Lord Dune 


more at a fet time in next April at Alexandria on the 
Patomak ; his lordfhip was to bring fuch a naval ftrength 
and other affifttance, as might be deemed neceflary for 
the purpofe. He had fo far fucceeded, that he was oti 
his way, with two. affociates, to Detroit; where he was 
to meet his commiftion and inftructions: but when they 
had reached about five miles beyond Hagar’s-town, they 
were taken into cuftody and brought before the county 


ris: 


He was to ufe means to urge the In- 1775s 


committee at Frederick-town in Maryland, for exami- Nov, 


nation, about ten days after parting with Lord Dun- 
more. Their papers have betrayed every thine. Among 
them were the general plan of the whole bufinefs, and 
4 letter from Lord Dunmore to one of the Indian chiefs, 
and other authentic vouchers, which leave nothing to be 
doubted. His lordfhip’s letter was accommodated, as 
js ufual in all fuch cafes, to the Indian tafte, and ad- 
dreffed to Brother Captain White Eyes, who was to ac- 
quaint the Corn-Stalk, as well as the chiefs of the Min- 
goes, and the other fix nations, with the fentiments. 


contained in it. © | 
The capture of Connelly and his affociates, is afcribed 


to the feizure of an exprefs paffing between an Indian. 


- commiffary and the governor; from whofe papers fach 
intelligence was gained, as to put the provincial com- 
mittee upon keeping a good look out for the parties. 


The Indian commiffary was Known to be difaffected to 
2 J 2 the 
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1775, the American caufe by a gentleman, whofe fufpicions 


~ 


Noy, 
16. 


made him a principal in effecting the difcovery. 

The Peunfylvania general affembly, in their Novem- 
ber feffion, inftru€ted their delegates to exert their en- 
deavours at the continental congrefs, for the adoption 
of fuch meafures as might afford the beft profpect of 
obtaining a redrefs of American grievances, and of re- 
{toring the union and harmony between Great Britain 
and the colonies. They faid, “ Though the opprefiive 
meafures of the Britifh parliament and adminiftration 
have compelled us to refift their violence by force of 
arms, yet we ftri€tly enjoin you, that you, in behalf of 
this colony, diffent from, and utterly reject, any propo- 
fitions, fhould fuch be made, that may caufe or lead to 
a feparation from the mother country, or a change in 
the form of this government.” The reafon for menti- 
oning @ change in the form of this government, was con- 
erefs’s recommendation of a meafure of that kind to the 
provincial convention of New Hampfhire, which will 
be properly noticed in its place. 

Governor Franklin met the general aflembly of New 


Ferfey. In his fpeech he acquainted them, “ That the 


commanders of his majefty’s {quadrons in America, have 
orders to proceed as in the cafe of a town in actual re- 
bellion,.againft fuch of the fea-port towns and places, 
being acceffible to the king’s fhips, as fhall offer any 
violence to the king’s officers, or in which any troops 
fhall be raifed, or military works erected, or other than 
by his majefty’s authority, or any attempts made to 
feize or a any public magazine of arms or am- 
munition.” He faid, “ Sentiments of independency, 
are by fome men of prefent confequence, openly avow- 
) ) ed, 
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ed, and effays are already appearing in the public pa- 1773: 
pers, to ridicule the people’ 
fare.” The houfe of aflembly, in their anfwer declared, 

“There is nothing we defire with greater anxiety than a 29 


s fears of that horrid mea- 


t ftate, on conftitutional 


reconciliation with our paren 


principles. 


We know of no fentiments of independency 


that are by men of any conlequence openly avowed ; 
nor do we approve of any eflays tending to encourage 
fach a méafure. We have already expreffed our detef- 
tation of fuch opinions, and we have fo frequently and 
fully declared our fentiments on this fubject, that we 
fhould have thought ourfelves, as at prefent we really 
deferve to be, exempt from all fufpicion of this nature.” 
The governor in his reply mentioned, that he had not 
the moft diftant thought, while fpeaking of the fent- 
ments of independency openly avowed by fome, that 
they would confider the remark as at all meant for, or 
applicable to their houfe. He concluded with pointedly 
fayitfe, “ I fincerely with that both you and [ may ere 
long have the happinefs to fee thofe, who either openly 
or privately avow fentiments of independency, men of no 


confequence.” 


ion having refolved upon the 


The New York convent 
removal of the cannon from the battery in the city, cap- 
tain Sears was appointed to the bufinefs. Captain Van- 
deput, of the Afia man of war, was privately informed 
of the defign, and pr 
Learning when it was to be attempted, he appointed a 
boat to watch the motions of the peopie affembled for 
that purpofe about the dead of night, The failors in 
the boat giving the fignal, with a flath of powder, of 
what was going forward, the perfons on fhore. miftook 


epared to oppofe its execution. 
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of fie 
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it for ‘an attempt to fire a mufket at them, and imme- 
diately aimed a volley of fhot at the boat, by which a 
man was killed. Captain Vandeput foon after com- 
menced a firing from the Afia with grape fhot, fwivel 
fhot, 18 and 24 pounders, without killing a fingle per- 
fon, and wounded only three, two flightly, the ‘other 
loft the caif of his leg. He then ceafed for a confider- 
able time, fuppofing that the people had defifted from 
their purpofe ; while they were only changing their mode 
of operation. Captain Sears provided a deceiving party, 
intended to draw the Afia’s fire from the line of the 
working party. He fent the former behind a breaft 
work, by which they were fecured on dodging down 
upon obferving the flath of the Afia’s guns. When all 
was in readinefs, they huzzaed, and fang out their notes 
as though tugging in unifon, and fired from the walls ; 
while the working party filently got off twenty-one 
eighteen pounders, with carriages, empty cartridges, 
rammers, &c. Upon hearing the noife, and feeing the 
fire of the mufketry, the captain ordered the Afia to 
fire a whole broad-fide toward that part of the fort, 
where the deceiving party had fecured themfelves, with- 
out intending a particular injury to the city; however, 


> fome of the fhot could not but fly into it and do 


damage. ‘This affair happened at a very late hour, be- 
tween twelve and two; and threw the citizens into the 
utmoft confternation. Such was the ftillnefs of the night, 
that the report of the cannon was heard at Philadelphia, 
ninety miles of The diftrefs of the Yorkers was much 
increafed, by a painful apprehenfion, that captain Van- 
deput would renew his firing upon the city. A removat 


of men, women, children and goods commenced, and 


conti- 
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continued till Saturday. Matters were afterward fo ad- 1774- 
jufted, as to quiet the apprehenfions of the people, in 
reference to their fuffering further from the Afa. To 
prevent it, the convention permitted Abraham Lott efq; 
to fupply all his majelty’s fhips, ftationed at New peers 
with all neceffaries, as well frefh as falted, for the fole 
ufe of faid fhips. 3 | 
The art and influence of governor Tryon alarmed 
the continental congrefs, fome of the members efpecially, 
fo that it was moved, that he fhould be feized. Bur 
Mr. Duane, one of the New York delegates, {peaking ‘ wit 
in behalf of, and anfwering for him, no refolution to that a 
purpoie was taken. Mr. Duane faying, in his eager- 
“nefs to defend the governor, that he was as good a friend 
to the American caufe as any one prefent, called up cap- 
tain John Langdon from New Hampfhire, who refent- 


ing the affertion as an afperfion on the feveral members, © i 
anfwered with much acrimony, and was permitted to | ie 
go on as long as he pleated, Mr. Duane’s conduct not ) i 


having anfwered, in feveral inftances, the warm wifhes 
of the zealous delegates. Though nothing was refolved 
upon againft governor Tryon, the matter only fubfided 
for the prefent, under an apprehenfion that if the ma- 
tion was made, it would not be carried, or when carried 
would be conveyed to the governor time enough for 
him to fecure himfelf. The affair was brought on again 
after a while in another form; and congrefs refolved, O&. 
«That it be recommended to the feveral provincial ite 
femblies or conventions, and councils or committees of 
-fafety, to arreft and fecure every perfon in their refpec- 
tive colonies, whofe going at large may in their opinion 
endanger the fafety of the colony, or the liberties of 
Bao I 4 America,” 
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America.” An authentic copy of the refolve was to be 
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tranfmitted by the delegates to proper perfons in the dif. 
ferent colonies. The fathers of it aimed at governor 
“ Deg ; they had little or no expectation that the New 
ork convention would fecure him; but they hoped 
- ¥ the fons of liberty at large would effeé the bufinefs. 
Itvhas been aff lerted, that Mr. Duane was uneafy at the 
refolution, and withdrew from congrefs for near an hour 
before he returned to his feat. Be thatas it may, it is 
certain, that Mr. Duane’s footman went of to governor 
‘Tryon ee pat him information of what was 
refelved ; which occafioned his writing to the mayor of 
New York, acqu sian him that he knew from wz- 
doubied autherity, what was recommended to the pro- 
vincial congrefs, and defiring to be informed whether he 
fhould be fecure in the protection of the corporation and 
citizens, The provincial congrefs had not then received 
the recommendation. Several eee pafled upon the oc- 
cation ; but the governor not obtaining fatisfaction as to 
being fecure, went on board the Halifax packet, 
of which he informed the mayor by letter; and in that 
ge his readinefs to do fuch bufinefs of the coun- 
ry, as the fituation of the times would permit. 
a correipondent refiding at New York complains, 


7 


that the leaders of the people in that colony are incon- 


~ fiftent and perfidious, and that their councils are ftampt 


with folly, timidity and treachery. Some days before 
the governor went on board, members of the provin- 
cial convention, declared even in convention, that they 
would not receive the bills of credit to be emitted by 
themfelves ; that they would join the king’s ftandard, 


4f 


* 
if troops came, in order to fave their eftates, &c. Thefe 1445. 


o 


vy 


fpeeches were uttered without meeting with any cenfure. 
The day the governor fent his letter from on board, © 
Mefirs. Low, De Lancey, Walton, Kiflam, Verplank, 
&e. &e. labored hard in the provincial congrefs, to pre- 
clude the freemen of the city from voting for new mem- 
bers, and the mode of voting by ballot. . They were 
for polling as formerly, and expected, that if the free- 
men were excluded, the freeholders would return none, 
but fuch as would be for preferving the city though at 


_ the expence of the liberties of America. 


The New York troops are not to be depended upon 
in general. Perfons who have been pretty hearty, are 
now afraid of falling a facrifice. The detection becomes 
ereater every day in both city and country. This may 
be owing to the arts of governor Tryon, whole exer- 
tions may be as ftrenuous and fuccefsful in the fhip as in 
the city. He is not at a lofs how to intrigue with the 
people of his government. | 

Such is the importance of fecuring the North River, 
‘that the continefital congrefs have given direction for 
rendering it defenfible, by erecting fortifications in the 
-High-lands, and garrifoning the fame. They have alfo 
thofé apprehenfions of the New Yorkers, that they have 


direéted Mr. Alexander, titular lord Stirling, to collect Nov. 
the troops raifed in and for the defence of New Jerfey, 77° 


(except fix companies ordered to the forts on the North 


River) and to place them in barracks in the eaftern dis’. 
vifion of the colony, as contiguous to New York as ~ 
can be, there to remain till further orders. The city 


abounds with perfons oppofed to congreffional meafures. 
Their oppofition was much ftrengthened by Mr. Ri- 
| vington’s 
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175° vington’s prefs, which was carried off four days before 


the above order. Captam Sears obferving the mifchiev- 
ous effects of this prefs, determined upon a violent and 
effectual mode of filencing it. He procured feventy- 
five Connecticut horfemen, well armed with mufkets, 
é&c. unexpectedly entered the city at the head of them; 
repaired immediately to Mr. Rivington’s, and feized all 
his types and other printing materials, many of which 
were deftroyed. While he was thus employed, people 
collected, and the ftreet was thronged. To prevent in- 
terruption, he called out and told them, that if they at. 
tempted to oppofe him, he would order his men to fire 
upon them ; and preparation was made for doing it, in 
cafe it fhould be needful. This appearance inftantly 
cleared the ftreet, when captain Sears and his party rode 
off in triumph, with the booty they were pleafed to take 
away. 

Captain Wallace, in the Rofe man of war, and two 
tenders, began in the morning to fire upon Stonington 
in Connecticut, clofe in with the Sound; and continued 
it the whole day, with very little intermiffion, They 
killed two men, much fhattered the houfes, ftores, 8c, 
and carried off a {chooner loaded with molaffes, and 
two {mall floops, ‘The firing was brought on by a vef- 
fel (which he was in chace of) efcaping and fecuring 
itfelf in the harbour of the town. The men of war and 
tranfports at Newport, exciting a fufpicion by their 


movements, that there was an intention of taking off 


live ftock from the farms, in the fouth part of Rhode 
Ifiand, a number of perfons went down in the evening 
and brought off about 1000 fheep and 50 head of cattle. 


The next day and the following one the thips took off a 


quan- 
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quantity from two farms, where it was thought they 1775. 


were collected for the purpote of fupplying the Britifh 


troops at Bofton. Soon after 300 minute men arrived,  ¢, 


who marched to the fpot, and brought off the remain- 
ing cattle, fheep, hogs and poultry, though fired upon 
by the fhips which lay within gun fhot. The interpofi- 
Hon of the minute men fubjected the town to threats 


of being cannonaded by the men of war; fo that many — 


of the inhabitants moved their effects, while others left 
the place. On Saturday afternoon the fhips weighed 
anchor, went up the river to Briftol, and demanded three 
hundred fheep, which not being complied with, between 
eight and nine o’clock, they began a heavy fire on the 
town, and continued it upward of an hour. The wo- 
men and children, in great anxiety (dark and rainy as 
it was) were obliged to leave their habitations, and feek 
fhelter in the adjacent country. Between nine and ten 
a committee went on board, and purchafed the peace 
and fafety of the town at the expence of forty fheep. 
The firing thus upon a defencelefs town greatly irritated 
the minds of the Americans in diftant colonies, and they 
have cenfured it in their public tranfactions. 


(The general affembly of Rhode Tfand paffed an act Nov. 


for the capital punifhment of perfons who fhould be 
found guilty of holding a traiterous correfpondence with 
the miniftry of Great Britain, or any of their officers 
or agents, or of fupplying the minifterial army or navy 
employed againft the united colonies, with provifions, 
arms, 8cc. or of acting as pilots on board any of their 
veffels. They however excepted, the negotiation and 
treaty of the town council with captain Wallace, refpect- 


ing the fupplying the fhips of war {tationed in the har- 
i . bour 


vi 


Ils 
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F775-bour of pe and the regulation thereof by the 
commanding officer, which they had before permitted. 
They aifo pafied an att for fequeftering the eftates of. 
feveral perfons, whom they confidered as avowed ene- 
mies to the liberties of America. 

Noy. Capt. Wallace, about one in the morning, left the 


4 


OQ. e 
° harbour of Newport, went to Conanicut with feveral . 


vefiels, and landed about 200 marines, failors, and ne- 
who were employed in burning the houfes and 


ny 


barns ibn the iland. The men, while upon the fer- 
red to fire on one Mr. Martin, who gave 


aA 
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no asd and was ftanding unarmed at his own 
door. ae was fhot in the belly and died... Fle was an 
inoffenfive ge. and had treated capt. Wallace with 
ereat civility and friendfhip. | 
oho i Lee was at length detached with a {mall corps 
from the army in the Maffachufetts to the affiftance of 
the Rhode Ilanders; on whom, upon his arrival, he 
impofed a moft tremendous oath. This aét of the ge- 
neral’s does not meet with the approbation of the con- 
rrefs. 3 
The Mafachufetts military and naval tranfaCtions will 
‘», be related *feparate from the civil, as far as convenient. 

The American prifoners taken on the 17th of June, 

were thrown indifcriminately imto the jail at Bofton, 
without any confideration being paid to thofe of rank, 
though laneuifhing with wounds and ficknefs. ze the fick 

and wounded were put under the hands of a man, who 
had never before been employed, but in the difeafes of 
horfes *. The inhabitants of the town, who befriended 

‘the American caufe, were not allowed to afford the pri- 

* General Wafhington’s private letter, : 
foners 
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{oner§ all that relief they were entitled to upon the prin- 7773 
ciples of humanity. The fufferers had even fome of 
their books of devotion taken fom thém, and were re- 
proached for their much reading, as leading them into 
rebellion. Being accounted rebels, no cruelty was 
thought more than they deferved, while their exiftence 


was not terminated by a halter. ‘ : 
The education and reading of the colonifts have un- a 
doubtedly contributed to encourage and fupport their i) 
oppofition to meatures, deemed deftructive to the hber- Ht 
ties of their country. Every town in the Maflachufetts 
and Connecticut has a public Englith {chool for the edu- 
cation of youth, fupported by an annual tax upon the 
‘nhabitants: to which any one may fend his children, 
while the expence of their education jis nothing more | 
than his proportion of the tax. The matters are often : ra 
| young men, who have finifhed their college education ; i i 
and who fpend a year or more in this employ, till they | 
take to a different one, which often leads to their be- | 
coming fome of the firft perfons in the colony. The 
univerfal education promoted by thele {chools, fpreads 
‘a general knowledge among the loweft orders of people; 
and gives them a tafte for reading the interefting publi- 
| cations of the day; while able writers have been and 
| are employing their pens, in nourifhing the fpirit of re- 
fiftance, by arguments, hiftorical narrations, and all the | it 
| 


various arts of animated perfuafion. 
General Wafhington wrote to general Gage upon the Aug. 
fubject of the il treatment of the prifoners, and ap- oh 
prized him, that he fhould regulate his conduct toward 
thofe gentlemen who are or may be in his pofefion, 
exactly by the rule that, the other fhouid obferve toward 


the 
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vb the Americans who may be in his cuftody. General 


£Ge 


* Gage i in his anfwer afferted, that the prifoners had hitherto 
been treated with care and kindnefs, though indifcrimi- 
nately, as he acknowledged no rank that was not de- 
rived from the king. He mentioned, “ I underftand 
there are of the king’s faithful fubjects, taken by the 
rebels, laboring like negro flaves, to gain their daily 
fubfiftence, or reduced to the wretched alternative, to 
perifh by famine, or take arms againft their king and 
country.” He remarked upon the paflage relating to 


retaliation, with an appeal to God; and clofed with this ° 


charge, “* unfortunately for both countries, thofe who 
Jong fince projected the prefent crifis, and influence the 
councils of America, have views very diftant from ac- 
commodation.”” General Gage was miftaken, in charg- 
ing the party alluded to, with projeéting the prefent crifis, 
which is the cafual and unexpected confequence of per- 
nicious minifterial councils. He was no lefs far from 
the truth, while he intimated that the American leaders 
«* have views very diftant from accommodation.” Some 
few have fuch views; but the great body of them, at 
prefent, long for an accommodation. 

General Wafhington replied to general Gage, in a 
pointed manner, and told him, ‘ I have taken time, 
Sir, to make a ftrict inquiry, and find the intelligence 
you have received, has not the leaft foundation in truth. 
Not only your officers and foldiers have been treated 
with a tendernefs due to fellow citizens and brethren, but 
even thofe execrable parricides, whofe councils and aid 
have deluged their country with blood, have been pro- 
tected from the fury of a juftly enraged people. You 
affect, Sir, to defpife all rank, not derived from the 


fame 


e 
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fame fource with your own. I cannot conceive one !775* 
more honorable than that, which flows from the uncor- 
rupted choice of a brave and free people, the pureft 
fource and original fountain of all power. May that 
God to whom you appeal, judge between America and 
you ! Under his providence, thofe who influence the 
councils of America, and all the other inhabitants of 
the united colonies, at the hazard of their lives, are de- 
termined to hand down to pofterity thofe juft and inva- 
| Tuable privileges which they received from their an- 
— ceftors.” : 
At night, about two thoufand of the American troops Aug. 
sntrenched on Plow’d-hill, within point blank fhot of the ae 
Brith on Bunker’s-hill: notwithftanding a continual 
fire almoft all the day following, they had only two 
killed and two wounded. While the intrenchments were 
carrying on, parties of riflemen were employed in firing 
upon the advanced guards on Charleftown neck. One 
of the Britith officers and feveral men, were feen to fall. 
’ Two of the Britith floating batteries attempting to annoy 
the Americans at work upon the hill, were filenced in 
Myftick river, and one partly funk. More than 300 
thells were thrown at the fortrefs on Plow’d-hill, 
without a fingle perfon’s being thereby hurt; and the- 
confequent contempt they entertained of fhells, in 
duced them to omit providing a bomb-proof cover 
for the garrifon. Bunker’s-hill, Plow’d-hill, and W inter- 
hill, which the Americans have poffeffed and fortified 
for fome time, are fituated in a range from eaft to weft, 
each of them on or near Myftick river. Plow’d-hill is 
in the middle, and the loweft of the three, the fummit 
is about half a mile from the works on Buniker’s-hill 
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The Britith finding .that their, fring did not anfwerj:re- 
laxed, and after a while defifted entirely ; and the Ame- 
ricans remained quiet in their new poft. General Wath- 
ington received, in the beginning of September, a very 
acceptable remittance of ammunition from Rhode Ifland; 
even 7000]b. of powder—a great quantity, compared 


with the late amazing fcarcity.. It is probably a part of — . 


what has been brought from Africa. .The Americans 
practifed. a manoeuvre, which credits their under- 
ftanding. They fent out a quantity of New England 
rum, which was exchanged for a fiery commodity 
of a different quality, fo fuccefsfully as not to leave 
an ounce for fale in any of the Britith forts on the Afriz 
can coatft. 

The general having obtained»pleafing accounts from 
Canada, being affured that neither Indtans nor-Canadi- 
ans could be prevailed. upon. to. act againit the. Ameri- 
cans, and knowing there was a defign of penetrating 
into that province by Lake Champlain, concerted: the 
plan of detaching a body of troops fromm head quarters, 
through the: province of Main, acrofs the countfy«to 
Quebec. ie.communicated the fame to gen. Schuylery 
who approving it, all things were got in readinefs. The 
corps was to be commanded by colonel Arnold, aided 
by colonels Chriftopher Green and Roger Enos, and 
majors Meigs and Bigelow; and» was to confift of ten 
companies of mufket men, and three companies of rifle 
men, amounting to eleven hundred. crit 

In the evening the detachment marched from Cam- 
bridge for Newbury port, »where, fix days after, they 
embarked on board ten tranfports, bound to Kennebec; 
fifty leagues diftant. They entered the mouth of the Ken- 

nebec 


nebec in the morning, and being favored with wind and 1775° 


tide, proceeded up to Gardiner’s town. It was only four- 
teen days from firft giving the orders for building 200 
batteaus, for colleGting provifions, and for draughting 
the 1100 men, to their reaching this place.—Such was 
the difpatch ! | 

The troops embarked on board the batteaus, and pro- 
ceeded to Fort Weftern, on the eaft fide of the river. 
From thence, capt. Morgan, with three companies of 
riflemen, was fent forward by water, with orders to get 
on to the great carrying place in the moft expeditious 
manner, and to clear the road, while the other divifions 
came up. The fecond divifion embarked the next days 
and the third the day after. As they advanced up the 
river, the ftream grew very rapid, and the bottom and 
fhores were rocky. _ By eleven o’clock in the morning, 
major Meigs with the third divifion, arrived at Fort 
Halifax, ftanding on a point of land between the rivers 
Kennebec and Sebafticook. In their progrefs up the 
river, they met with two carrying-places, over which 
they were obliged to carry their batteausy baggage, and 


every other article, till they came again to a part of the 


river which was navigable, and no longer obftructed by 
water-falls, rapids, rocks or other encumberances, as was 
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that which they avoided. They got to Norridgewalk, oa, 


where the major’s curiofity was entertained, by the fight 3e 


of a child 14 months old, the firft white one born in the 
place. After crofling over more carrying places, he and 


his men encamped at the great carrying place, which 10. 


was twelve miles and a half acrofs, including three 
ponds that they were obliged to pafs. Thefe ponds had 
plenty of trout, . Two days after colonel Enos arrived » 
Vox. II. K at 
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1775 at the fame place with the 4th divifion of the army, 
confifting of three companies of mufket men. Colonel 

O&. Arnold, meeting with an Indian, wrote to general 

"3" Schuyler, and enclofed his letter to a friend in Quebec. 
Though he had no knowledge of the Indian, he ventu- 
roufly intrufted the packet with him, to be carried and 
delivered according to order. This ftrange confidence 
may ruin his expedition, befide involving his friend in 

ry. great trouble. The provifion was fo reduced, that the 

"men were put to allowance, ilb. of pork and 1b. of. 
flour a day foreach. The next day they reached Dead 
river. Colonel Enos having got,up with his divifion, in 
about three days, was ordered to fend back the fick, and 
thofe that could not be furnifhed with provifion; but, 
contrary to colonel Arnold’s expectation, returned to 4 
Cambridge with his whole divifion, a few days after. | 
Major Meigs received orders to pufh on, with his divi- 

s9, fion, for Chaudiere head, with the greateft expedition. 
But they proceeded very flowly by reafon of falls, carry- 
ing places and bad weather. . Uheir courfe was only three 

az, miles. The rains made the river rife, the preceding 
night, in fome parts, eight feet perpendicular ;. and in 
many places it overflowed its banks, and rendered it very 
difficult for the men on fhore to march. The next day 
the ftream was fo rapid, that, in paffing it, five or fix: 
batteaus fled and overfet, by which they loft feveral bar- 
rels of provifions, a number of guns, clothes and other 
articles. Such was the rapidity of the ftream, and the 
interruptions by carrying places, that it was with much 
fatigue they got on one and twenty miles within the three 
following days. To-tHeir great fatisfaétion they reached 

27, the carrying place, which lies acrofs the height of land 


5 that. 


— 
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that runs through the colonies to Georgia, and on the 1775 

farther fide of which the ftreams run the reverfe of the 

rivers they had afcended.. They croffed the heights to 

Chaudiere river, and continued their march by land to_ 

Quebec. The marching through the woods was ex- Nov. 

tremely bad. Major Meigs paffed a number of foldiers, ” 

who had no provifions, and fome of whom were fick. It 

| was not in his power to help or relieve them. But one 

| or two dogs were killed, which the diftreffed foldiers eat _ 

with a relifhing appetite, without fparing either feet or 

fkin. A few eat their cartouch-boxes, breeches and 

_- fhoes, being feveral days without provifion. The major 

* and his men marched on upon the banks of the Chau- 3; 
diere, and at twelve o’clock met with fupplies, to the 
inexpreffible joy of the foldiers, who were near {tarving. 

__ Colonel Arnold, with a fmall party, made a forced march, 

| and returned with provifions purchafed of the inhabi- 

| ¢ants, on which the hunger-bitten adventurers made a 


_yoracious meal. ‘The next day at eleven, major Meigs 4s 
and his men arrived at a French houfe, and were | 
hofpitably treated. It was the firft houfe he had feen 

for 31 days, having been all that time in a rough, bar- 
ren, and uninhabited wilderness, where he never faw a 

human being except thofe belonging to the detachment. 

_ He and his party were immediately fupplied with frefh 

| beet fowls, butter, pheafants and vegetables, at this fet- 

- tlement called Sertigan, 25 leagues from Quebec. They 

| were kindly entertained while marching down the coun- 

} ty When colonel Arnold got within two leagues and 

’ a half of Point Levi, he wrote to general Montgomery, , 
that as he had received no anfwer either from general 
‘Schuyler or his friend, he made no doubt but that the 

K 2 Ges on. naan 
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1775. Indian had betrayed his truft: and that he was con- 
firmed in it upon finding that the inhabitants of 
Quebec had been fometime apprized of his coming, 
and had deftroyed all the canoes at Point Levi to pre- 
vent the detachments pafling over. The fact was, the 
Indian, inftead of delivering the packet as direéted, car- | 
ried it to the lieutenant governor, who, on reading the 
letters, fecured Mr. Mercier the merchant, and began 
immediately to put the city into the beft ftate of defence 
he could; whereas before it was wholly defencelefs, 

Nov. and might eafily have been carried by furprife. Colonel 

Arnold arrived at Point Levi, where we leave him to 
remove, if poffible, the embarraffments into which his 
own imprudence has brought him by needlefsly trufting 
an unknown Indian with difpatches of the utmoft con- 
fequence. The detachment fuffered hardfhips, beyond 
what can well be conceived of, in the courfé of the ex- 
pedition. The men had to haul their batteaus up over 
falls, up rapid ftreams, over carrying places ; and to 
march through moraffes, thick woods, and over moun- 
tains, for about 320 miles. In many places they had 
to pafs over the ground and the mountains feveral times, 

as without it they muft have left much of their bageage t 

behind, and have failed in the enterprife. They loft 

all their powder, except what was in cartridges and 
horns, while penctrating through the woods. But what 
proved the greateft trial to them, was the ftarving con- 

dition to which they were reduced, when approaching ° 

the end of their tedious and diftreffine march. The 

_ pork being gone, they had for four days, only half a | 

i pound of flour a day for each man. ‘Their whole ftore 7 

was then divided, which yielded about four pints of 


flour 


PRAIA 


A We Uae ee ye VETO N. oo! te 


flour per man—a {mall allo 

dred miles from any habitation or profpeét of a fupply. 
It was ufed fparingly ; but feveral when they had baked 
and eaten their laft morfel, difcovered to their great con- 


fafion, that they had thirty miles to travel before they 
could expect the leaft mouthful more. But their dread 
of confequences was foon removed, by the unexpected 
return of colonel Arnold with cattle. The foldiers ex- 
ercifed the greateft fortitude and patience under the dif- 
Geulties and fufferings that occurred ; and when again 
in the midf of plenty, and an eafy fituation, foon loft 
all painful remembrance of what had happened, and 
gloried in having accomplifhed, by their indefatigable 
zeal and induftry, an undertaking above the common 
‘race of men in this debauched age. Let us attend to 
colonel Enos. His return to camp excited both afto- 
nifhment and indignation. 
to fit upon him; when it appeared, that he had but 


three days provifion, and was about one hundred miles 


from the Engiifh fettlements ; that a council of war was 
called, which agreed upon the return of the colonel’s 
whole divifion, and that he was for going on without it, 
but that it was oppofed. It was the unanimous opinion 
of the court, that colonel Enos was under a neceffity 
of returning; and he has been acquitted with honor. 
A number of officers of the beft, character are fully {a- 
tisfied, and perfuaded that his conduct deferves applaufe 
rather than cenfure. . Had he net returned, his whole 
divifion muft have been ftarved. 


We mutt now refume the account of the military 


tranfactions in the Maffachufetts, from the period of 


colonel Arnold’s leaving the camp. 


7 Bey 3 The 


wance for men near a hun- 1775. 


A court martial was ordered Dec. 
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1775. The Americans, that they might equal in fome mea- 

_ fure the Britifh, have built fome floating batteries with 
a deck, to fecure the people on board from fuffering by 
mufketry. General Wafhington perceiving that the ex- 
pence of fupporting the army will by far exceed any 
idea formed of it in congrefs, is alarmed at the appre- 
henfion of confequences, and moft earneftly withes for 
{uch a termination of the campaign, as may make the 
army no longer neceflary. The want of powder has 
‘fubfided in part. Salt-petre is made in every colony. 
Powder-mills have been ereéted at Philadelphia and 
New York. Not only fo, but upward of a hundred 
barrels of powder have been taken out of the maga- 
zine at Bermuda, as fuppofed by a floop from Philadel- 
phia, and a fchooner from Carolina, It was eafily ac- 
complifhed, from the magazine’s being fituated far. dif. 
‘tant from the town, without any dwelling houfe in the 
vicinity. Some of the inhabitants were probably con- 
cerned in the tranfaction. It might be connected with 
the addrefs of the deputies from the different parifhes 
of Bermuda prefented to congrefs in July, and might ° | 
influence the fubfequent refolve of congrefs in Novem- , 
ber, ‘* That the inhabitants of Bermuda appear friendly © 
to the caufe of America, and ought to be fupplied with 
fuch a quantity of the produce of thefe colonies, as 
may be necéffary for their fubfiftence and home con- 
fumption.” 

o&% The perfidy of Dr. Church has been at length de- 
tected by the difcovery of a traiterous correfpondence 
with a Britifh officer in Bofton. He had intrufted a 

_ letter in cypher with his kept miftrefs, to be forwarded ; 
which being found upon her, fhe was taken and carried | ) 
Pa to 
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to head quarters. “The doctor not being fufpected, had 17750! 
an opportunity ‘of {peaking to her, fo that fhe would 
not difcover the writer, till terrified into it by the fe- 
vereft threats. ‘The general was fhocked at the difco- 
very, and talked with the doctor upon the bafenefs of 
his conduét. ‘The marks of guilt were apparent. The 
doGtor was confounded, and never attempted to vindi- 
cate himfelf, He was immediately fecured. ~ Since the 
letter has been decyphered,. and the doétor has had op- 
portunity of recolleGting himfelf, he has pleaded that 
his intentions were not criminal , admitting his plea, fo 
erofs a piece of ftupidity in fo fenfible a man is quite a 
prodigy. But his plea was invalidated, though not by 
the contents of the letter, which ferved mainly to point 
out the neceffity of a fpeedy accommodation ; yet by 
the marks of guilt he difcovered in the prefence of the 
general, and in his attempt to conceal the writer, in- 
ftead of declaring at once who he was, what was his de- 
fion, and what he had written. The doctor being a re- 
prefentative was, on the 27th of October, éxamined at 
the bar of the houfe. He endeavoured to evade the 
cenfure of the houfe, by infifting, that as the affair would 
be before another court where the matter muft have a 
Gal iffue, fhould the houfe proceed to expel him, it 
would have a fatal effet whenever a final judgment was 
to be given on his condué. He made the moft folemn 
appeal to heaven, that the letter was written with the 
defign of procuring fome important intelligence. He 
obferved, that there was not a fingle paragraph ir te 
which contained information that could hurt thé Ame- 
ricans ; and that the exaggerated accounts of their force, 
ftrength and unanimity, tended to difhearten the enemy, 
K 4. | and 
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and. keep them ‘quiet,-at a time when the Americans 
weré poorly able to have withftood-a vigorous attack, 
It is impoffible to write all-he faid, but if the force of 
rhetoric and the: powers: of language; if the moft pa- 
thetic arts of perfuafion, enforced by all the ingenuity, 
fenfe, and {pirit-of the doétor, could: have made him 
innocent, he would have~appeared {potlefs as:an angel 
of light. The houfe however expelled him as guilty ; 
and congrefs afterward refolyed, “That he be clofe 
confined in fome fecure jail in Connecticut, without the 
ufe of pen, ink and paper, and that no perfon be allow- 
ed. to converfe with him, except in the prefence and hear- 
ing of a-magiftrate or the theriff of the county.” 

Whe time for.which the continental foldiers were en- 
gaged to ferve, was hafteninge to a clofe; the evil of a 
very fhort inliftment was felt; it was therefore unani- 
moufly agreed at a council of war, that the men to be 
raifed for the future army, fhould be engaged to the firft 
of. December 1776, ‘but be difcharged fooner if necef- 
fary. Hopes ftill remain, that an accommodation may 
poffibly take place, | 
_ General Gage failed for Great Britain, leaving feve~ 
ral thoufand inhabitants of the towh in want of bread 


and.-eyery neceflary of life, - Before his departure, he 


was addrefled by his majefty’s mandamus council; by 
a number of gentlemen and principal inhabitants of the 
town ;, and by fuch as were driven from. their habitations 
in the country to Bofton, amounting to no more than 
feventy-fix, a fmall number confidering the extent and 
populonfnefs of the colony, and that many af them 
would not pafs for gentlemen in Great Britain, The 
command of the Britifh army devolyed of courfe upon 
bt general 
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general Howe, who iffued one proclamation, condemn- 177%: 
ing to military execution faich inhabitants as attempt to 
quit the town without a written licence, if detected and 
taken; if they efcape, they are to be proceeded againft: 
as traitors, and their effects are to be forfeited: and 
another, declaring that if fuch as are permitted to de- 
part, attempt carrying away more than five pound in 
fpecie, to which fum they have been reftrained for fome 
time paft, they fhall forfeit the whole fum difcovered, 
befide fuffering fine and imprifonment. 

Congrefs having intimated to general Wafhington, 
that an attack upon Bofton was much defired, a council 
of war was called, but unantimoufly agreed that it was i. 
not expedient, at leaft, for the prefent. On the fame 
day captain Mowat deftroyed 139 houfes, and 278 ftores 
and other buildings, the far greateft and beft part of 
the town of Falmouth in the northern part of the Mai- 
fachufetts. The inhabitants, in compliance with a re- 
folve of the provincial congrefs to prevent tories carry- 
ing out their effects, gave fome violent -obftruction to 
the loading of a maft fhip, which drew upon them the 
indignation of the admiral. Captain Mowat was dil- 
patched in the Canceaux of fixteen guns, with an armed 
large fhip, {chooner and floop. After anchoring toward 
the evening of the feventeenth, within gun fhot, he {ent 
a letter on fhore, giving them two hours for the removal 
of their families, as he had orders to fire the town, they 
having been guilty of the moft unpardonable rebellien. 
A committee of three gentlemen went on board, to 
learn the particular reafons for fuch orders. He an- 
fwered, that his orders were to fet on, fire all the fea- 
ports between Bofton and Halifax ; but agreed to {pare 
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. the town -till nine o’clock the next morning, would they 
confent to fend him off eight {mall arms; which was 
immediately done. The next morning the committee 
applied afireth; he concluded to fpare the town till he 
could hear from. the admiral, in cafe they would fend 
him off four carriage guns, deliver up all their arms,» 
ammunition, &c. and four gentlemen of the town as 
hoftages. That not being complied with, about half 
paft nine he began to fire from the four armed veflels, 
and continued it till after-dark. With fhells and car- 
cafes, and about thirty matines whom he landed, he fet 
the town on fire in feveral places. About a hundred of 
the worft houfes efcaped deftruction, but fuffered da- 
mage. The inhabitants got out a very confiderable 
part of their furniture, and had not a perfon killed or, 

‘wounded, though the veffels fired, into the town about 
three thoufand fhot, befide bombs and carcafes.. Ge- 
neral Lee reprobates their cowardice, in admitting fuch 
a paltry party to land with impunity, and fet their town 
in flames, when they had at leaft two hundred fighting 
men, and powder enough for a battle, In the private 
letter, wherein he expreffed thefe fentiments, he made 
no mention of the failors being repulfed with the lof of 
afew men; though this might happen in the clofe of 
the day, and-give occafion for its being related by others. 
The burning of Falmouth fpread an alarm upon the 
fea-coaft, but produced no difpofition to fubmit to the 
power and mercy of the armed Britifh agents, The 
people in common chofé rather to abandon the fea-ports 
that could not be defended, than quit their country’s 
eaufe ; and therefore removed back, with their effects, 
to a fafe diftance.: - z i a _ 
2 @. nieeiibe 


AMERICAN 22V,0 lb Ut 10°N. 139 


The congrefs, the latter end of September, concluded 1775. 
upon fending a committee of three members to confer 
with general Wafhington and the governor of Connec- 
ticut, the lieutenant governor. of Rhode Ifland, the coun- 
cil of Maffachufetts, and the prefident of the convention 
of New Hamphhire and others, touching the moft ef- 
fe&tual method of continuing, fupporting and regulat- 
ing a continental army. They met and agreed on the 
meafures to be purfued. Dr. Franklin being one of 
the committee, the Maffachufetts general court ¢m- 
braced that opportunity of ordering the treafurer to pay oa, 
him 18541. {terling, in full for his late fervices as agent, 73¢ 
from Otober 31, 1770, to March 1,1775. You may 
recolle& that governor Hutchinfon alway refufed fign- 
ing the grants made him by the houfe of affembly. The 
doétor might have liked fpecie at the time fuch grants 
were made, better than the prefent paper moncy ; but 
his forefight will undoubtedly transform the latter into 
fome folid fubftance: he had to pay 1001. of it back 
snto the hands of a committee, appointed to wait upon 
him within a day or two, being the amount of a fum 
fent by feveral perfons from England, for the relief of 
thofe Americans. who were wounded in the battle of 
Lexington, and of the. widows and children of thofe 
who were then flain. | | 
The old fouth meeting houfe, a large handfome brick 
building, well fitted up without and within, was taken 
pofieffion of and deftined for a.horie riding {chool, and 
the fervice of the light dragoons, It is faid and_be- 
lieved, that an offer was made of building. a complete 
riding fchool for lefs money than it would coftto remove | 
the pews and the fide galleries (the front remains for 
ee | the 
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the accommodation of tea-company and others) and 
to make a proper flooring for the horfe. In clearing 


| évery thing away, a aren carved pew, with filk fur- 


niture, formerly belonging to a deceafed gentleman 


in high eftimation, was.taken down and carried to 
Mr. John Amory’s houfe, by the order of an officer, 
who applied the carved work to the erecting of a hog- 


fty. .Had the meeting houfe and its contents eat 


honored with epifcopal confecration, thefe proceedings 
would be deemed by multitudes profane and facrilegious. 
But they, who in the prefent day hold not with the hoz 
jinefs of any buildings, will cenfure the infults offered 
profefiors of whatever denomination,. by needlefsly de- 
molifhing their places of worfhip, or configning them 
to defpicable and filthy ufes. When Roman virtue and 
patriotifm were at their height, the Roman officers would 
not allow the religion or, temples of the perfons with 
whom they fought to be infulted and profaned. They 
were more politic, than to exafperate men into a fero- 
cious courage for the defence of their altars. But too 
many of the prefent Britith officers a&t as though they 
owed a {pite to all the meeting houfes of the Prefbyte- 
rians, by which common name they ftigmatize thofe 


who diffent from the church of England, without re- 


flecting that it is no ftigma in Scotland, but the reverfe, 
_ The fouthern colonies, in confequence of accounts 


tran{mitted to them from the camp, begin to entertain 


prejudices with refpeét to the troops raifed in the Maf- 
fachufetts. . They ouglt:to allow for the _ precipitation 


-with which the army-was neceffarily collected. General 
‘Thomas declared, that the regiments at Roxbury were 


equal, as to. the: privates, to any with-whom he ferved 


the 
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brave, The greateft part of the officers are unexpe- 
rienced, and in general unqualified, being ftrangers to 
fabordination, which was not unexpected to the general, 
as they were chofen by their privates. He complained 
of many of the fouthern riflemen, that they often de- 
ferted to the enemy, were mutinous, repugnant to all 
kind of duty, and fo exceedingly vicious, that the army 
would be as well without them; but fpake with fatif- 
faction of their officers. It is a mortifying truth, that 
fome of the Maffachufetts officers difgrace the colony, 
by practifing the meaneft arts of peculation. Every 
fubtilty that avarice can invent or tafcality carry on, are 
ufed to cheat the public by men who procured commif- 
fions, not to fight for the liberty of their country, but 
to prey upon its diftreffes. The army about to be in- 
lifted will undoubtedly be better officered. 

Gentlemen, ladies and others, from neighbouring and 
diftant colonies, attracted by curiofity, have vifited the 
American troops, and animated them by their prefence. 
A number of Indian chiefs have alfo been down, that 
they might fee and judge for themfelves, how far the 
reports propagated among them were true or falfe. They 
were treated at head quarters, and by different officers, 
with much refpect. ‘One evening they entertained the 
generals and others with a war dance, if that may be 
called an entettainment, wheréin the. motions and ac- 
tions of the dancers wer€ calculated to alarm and terrify 
thofe who were not acquainted with fuch fights. ‘They 
were pleafant and agreeable’ company. “Two of them 
had their’ fquaws or wives with them: who were well 

looking women, allowing tor their very dark complexion ; 
one 
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the laft war; and: many of them have proved themifelves 177 So 
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*775- one of them was much dejeéted, having lately loft her 

 papoos or child. When the Indians danced in com- 
pany with the American gentlemen and ladies, both 
men and women kept time with far greater exaétne& 
than the others. They went off upon their return, fully 
fatisfied with the treatment they had received; and it is 
hoped will carry back thofe accounts which will keep 
their tribes peaceable. 

Many of the Americans have fickened and died of 

the dyfentery, brought upon them, in a great meafure, 
through an inattention to cleanlinefs. When at home; i 

their female relations put them upon wafhing their hands I 
and faces, and keeping themfelves neat and clean: but | 
being abfent from fuch monitors, through an indolent 
heedlefs turn of mind, they have neglected the means of 
health, haye grown filthy, and poifoned their conftitu- 

tions by naftinefs. ; 

The weather {et in very cold, and the foldiers were g 
diftreffed for want of wood. The building of barracks ' 
had been delayed too long ; and théy were not in fuffici- : 
ent forwardne{s to admit and accommodate all the troops. ; 

_ Several regiments were obliged to keep the field; and’ i: 
fome in a bleak pofition upon the brow of hills, where i 
it was difficult to drag up the wood with which they 
could be fupplied. It is mortifying to reflect how thefe 
fupplies have been reduced by fhort meafure. But many 
perfons think it no harm in this way to cheat the United 


Nov. 


Colonies, and to deliver a lefs quantity than they are ; | 
paid for. A Sema : \ 
0. Several.companies of the Britith regulars paffed over + 
from Charleftown to Phipps’s farm, and kept poffeffion 
of the ground for near an hour before’ they could be 
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obftruéted, owing to a high tide; that prevented: the 1775. 
Americans croffing the caufeway, which was overfiow- 
ed. During this period they were employed in fhooting: 
cattle with the defign of carrying them off. “At length. 
a battalion of riflemen, under colonel: Thomfon, took 
to the water, when up ‘to their middles, and a quarter 
of a mile acrofs; at their approach the Britifh haftened 
to their boats. ‘The Charleftown forts, one in Bofton 
and a frigate, kept up a warm fire upon the Americans 
the whole time, killed them one man and wounded 
three. The Britifh have provided for the fecurity of 
‘Charleftown, by the eredtion of a ftrong citadel on Bun- 
ker’s-hill, with convenient barracks for the garrifon. 
Such was the diftrefs of the inhabitants in Bofton, that 
fences, trees, houfes, &c. were taken down and carried 
off for fuel: beef, mutton and pork, were 15. rid. 
fterling per lb. geefe half a guinea a piece, and fowls five 
fhillings. At the fearceft feafon half a guinea was given 
for a dozen of common €ggs.° 

General Wathington, defirous of improving the troops 
to the utmoft, ere the army was weakened by the re- 


turn of the Conneéticut ones to their own colony, re- 
folved upon fecuring Cobble, or Miller’s-hill, about half. 
a mile in a direét line from the enemy’s works on Bun- 
ker’s-hill, and at a like diftance from the fhipping at 
Weft Botton. About 1000 men broke ground on the 
hill, without having a fingle cannon fired at them. They 
went on intrenching and planting feveral 9, 18, and 24. > 
pounders, till they made themfelves fecure. General 


Howe does not appear fo fond of cannonading as was 
general Gage: ‘To leffen the demand for provifion, he 
ordered a tranfport fhip to carry about 400 of the inha- 

bitants 
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bitants out of the town to Point Shirley, to be taken 
eare of by the country. Ten days after he fent out 300 
more. The perfons thus fent out were not thought 


. to be wholly free from the fmall-pox; and it was fuf- 


pected that there might be a defign of fpreading that 
diforder among the American troops, which induced: 
the Maffachufetts aflembly to refolve upon meafures.for 
preventing fuch an event. ; 

The Maffachufetts aflembly refolved, Odétober the 
ninth, to fit out armed veffels; which proving a fuffi-. 
cjent encouragement for individuals to apply themfelves 
to that bufinefs, and fome being in proper forwardnefs, 
an act was pafled in November for granting letters of 
marque and reprifal, and the eftablifhment of courts of 


admiralty. The declared intention of the aét was for 
the defence of the American coaft, and the condemna-. 


tion of thofe veffels only which fhould be proved to be 
the property of, or in any wife employed, by the enemies 
of the united American colonies, or for fupplying faid 
enemies. The Lee privateer, captain Manly, belong- 
ing to Marblehead, was foon at fea, and took the brig. 
Nancy, an ordnance fhip from Woolwich, containing 
befide a large brafs mortar upon a new conftruction, {fe- 
veral pieces of fine brafs cannon, a large quantity of 
fmall arms and ammunition, with all manner of tools, 
uténfils and machines, neceffary for camps and artillery, 
in the greateft abundance. General Wafhington, but 
thirteen days before wrote, “1 am in very great want- 
of powder, lead, mortars, indeed of moft forts of mi-- 
litary ftores.’’ Had congrefs fent an order for articles. 
moft wanted, they could not have made a more fatif-. 
factory inveice. The mortar is now at Cambridge, in. 

the 
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much admired for its fize by every {pectator; whether 
acquainted or not with the ufes for which it is defigned. 
About two months before this capture, a fhip from Brif- 
tol with flour for Bofton, having parted with her con- 
voy, was decoyed into Portfmouth in New Hamphhire, 
and fecured for the benefit of the Americans. 


Three fhips from London, Glafgow and Liverpool; Dees 


with various ftores for the army, and a brig from An- 
tigua with rum, were taken in the bay by captain Manly, 
by whale boats, &c. A number of men in whale boats 
can overpower unarmed vefiels, and carry them off inte 
fecure harbours. Thefe and the privatéers captured 
feveral more ftore fhips before five days were ended. 
Among the privateers were fome Continental ones, for 
general Wafhington fitted out a few armed veffels, whic 
has met with the approbation, of congrefs. \ Thefe re-. 
peated and confiderable captures have increafed the dif-. 
trefs of the troops and people -in Bofton, afid furnifhed 
the continental army with many valuable articles. But. 
though the fuccefs of the Americans .upon the watery 
element has been matter of joy and triumph, their af 
fairs upon jand do not anfwer the wifhés of the genuine 
patriots. On the Grft of the month the inliftment of 
the Connecticut troops expired. They were urged to 
tarry longer by different perfons, who harangued them 
upon the occafion. A few hundreds were. prevailed 
upon to Continue ; but the niain. body marched off, 
jeaving the army in too Wcas a condition. It is true, 
they had fuffered greatly through the intenfenefs of the 
cold, and the want of fuel, with which they ought to 
have been more faithfully and pundtually fupphed. “Phe 
Maffachufects and New Hampfhire men complete 
Vou. Il L, their 
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177g. their term, the firft of Jan wary ; and the ininftment of 


the new army goes-on very heavily. 1 There is a a general 
reluctance among the foldiers to inlifting afrefh. The 
Miaffachufetts people fhow as much backwardnefs as the 


others. In fhort, they expe to be hired, and that at 


a very high price, to defend their own liberties; and 
nlefs they can be bribed to be free- 
mén. Quid facit libertas, cum fola pecuma regnat ? 


na 


How mutt it afflict aint Vafhinegton to obferve in the 


“prefent crifis, fo little of that patriotic fpirit, which he was 


taught to believe was the Hitless ftic of the Maffachu- 
fetts people ; and on which he relied greatly for fupport. 
While burdened with an apprehenfion that he might 
poflibly be deferted, he could recollect the feverity of 
the feafon, and the diftreffes of his fellow creatures at 
a pr aai and wrote to the gentleman with whom he 
had intrufted the management of his concerns at Mount 
Vv anon, “a the hofpitality of the houfe be kept up 
with refpect to the poor. Let no one go hungry away. 
If any ie if is kind of people fhould be in want of corn, 


fupply their neceffities, provided it does not encourage 
them in idlenefs. , I have no objection to your giving 


my money in charity, when you think it will be well 
beftowed. I mean; it is my defire that it fhould “be 


done. You are to confider,’ that neither myfelf or wife 


are now in the way to do thefe good offices.” 

About 2000 snilitia arrived in camp, and 3000 more 
were expected every Hs making in the whole, the 
number required by the general to fupply the deficiency 

e continental regiments... The Amertcan army being 
ag this. mean fuMiciently at: carried their ap- 


‘pre “asks to within half a mile of Bofton, and ‘broke 


ground at Lechmere’s point, oi, brought,on a’ can- 
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nonade from the batteries of Charleftown and Barton’s 1775. 


point, that continued for four days, without obliging 
them to defift. Their labor was hard} owing to the 
eround’s being fo frozen; but they perfevered till they 
had perfected their defign. 

- Some perfons have been fo curious as to note the 
number of men killed by the firings of the enemy on 
the Cambridge fide of the American lines, and on the 
Roxbury, as alfo the number and nature of their firings. 
The account ftands thus.“ From the burning of 
Charleftown down to this day, the enemy have fired up- 
ward of 2000 fhot and fhells, an equal number of 24 
pounders with any other fort. They threw more than 
300 bombs at Plowed-hill, and 100 at Lechmere’s point. 
By the whole firing on Cambridge fide, they killed only 
feven, and on Roxbury fide five, juft a dozen.” 

Let me now give you the following anecdote. Dea- 
con Whitcomb of Lancafter, (who was a member of 
the Maffachufetts affembly: till the prefent conteft, had 
ferved in former wars, and been in different engage- 
ments) has ferved as a colonel in the American army ; 
but on account of his age was left out upon the late 
new regulation. His men highly refented it, and’ de- 
_dlared they would not inlift again, after their time was 
out. The colonel told them, he did not doubt there 
were fufficient reafons for the regulation, and he was {a- 
‘tisfied with it; he then blamed them for their conduct, 


and faid he would inlift as a private. A colonel Brewer 
heard of it, and cffered to refign in favor of colonel 


Whitcomb. ‘The whole coming to general Wafhing- 
ton’s ears, he has allowed of colonel Brewer’s refigna- 
tion in colonel Whitcomb’s favor, appointed the for- 
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mer barrack-mafter, til he can further promote him, 
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‘775- and acquainted the army with the whole affair in gene- 


Dec, 


ZO. 


ral orders. This terminates the narrative of the mili- 


tary and naval tranfactions within the feces 


little remains to be mentioned of the civil.. The great 
call there was for falt-petre, put the houfe of cau 
upon refolving, to pay a bounty of three fhillings fter- 
ling in paper currency. per lb. for all that fhall Be ma- 


nufatured before the firft of next June, befide two fhil- 
lings and three-pence per lb. purchafe money. “The af- 
fembly was far from giving fatisfaétion to general Lee, 


- who about the middle of November, pronounced them 


benumbed in a fixed ftate of torpitude, without the 
fymptoms of animation, unlefs an apprehenfion of ren- 
dering themfelves unpopular among their particular con- 
ftituents, by any act of vigor for the public fervice, 
He charged them 
with inconfiftent and timid conduct, and afcribed it to 
their torpor, narrow politics, or call it what you will, 


deferved the name of animation. 


that the army had been reduced to very great diftrefs. 

here was however, about the beginning of December, 
an act pafled for emitting bills of credit to the amount 
of more than 50,0001. fterling, with a pretty device on 
the back, viz. an American with a fword in his right 
hand, with the following infcription fufpended there- 
from, “ Enje petit placidam Jub libertate quietem ;” and 
from his left hand ‘* Magna Charta;” and round. the 
feure thefe words, ‘ J/fued in defence of American liberty.” 
The affembly alfo gave orders relating to wood, that fo 
the great diftrefs of the army on that head might be 
removed. 


New Hampfoire colony has prefented us with a no-. 


. velty; which the politicians will apply to the purpole of 


dexterous, or ra- 
ther 
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promoting independency. 


AMERICAN 
ther finifter management, inftructions 
the New Hamphhire delegates at the continental con- 
erefs containing thefe expreffions, « We would have 
you immediately ufe your utmoft endeavours to obtain 
the advice and direction of the congrefs, with refpect 
od for our adminiftering juftice, and regulat- 
ing our civil police. We prefs you not to delay this 
matter, as its being done fpeedily will probably pre- 
vent the greatelt confufion among us.” ) Ley were 
‘Jaid before congrefs October the eighteenth, and proved 
a fine opening for thofe individual delegates, who were 
looking forward to a feparation from Great Britain, to 
introduce an entering wedge wherewith to divide the 
empire. Even thefe very ‘nftruétions might be defign- 
edly obtained by confidential letters written to trufty de- 
puties in the New Hamphhire convention, by certain 
delegates in the general conerefs. The firft ftep to be 
taken by fuch was, to procure, in fome one colony, the 
eftablifhment of a new form of government, in which 
the people at large fhould have a leading influence, that _ 
{> their attachments and efforts might be fecured in 
fupport of the fame. The inhabitants of adjoining co- 
lonies would foon be eager to enjoy the like power and 
importance, which would pave the way for their infift- 
ing alfo upon a change. . Thefe changes being once 
effected, the parties will then have gone too far to re- 
treat, and mutt feek their fecurity in independence. Lhe 
fcheme met with oppofition, and the New Hampfhire 
delegates ufed unwearied importunity, both within doors 
and without, before they obtained the recommendation 
they were after, At length the report of the commis- 
‘tee was taken into confideration, and it was-refalyed 
Lee by 
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Eyes by congrefs, “* That it be recornmendéd ‘to the provin- 
~. cial convention of New Hampfhire, to cl a full and 
Fe lid 


free reprefentation of the people, and that the faid re- 
prefentatives, if they thitk it neceflary, eftablith fuch | 
a form of government, as in their judgment will beft 
produce the happinefs of the people, and moft effetu- 
ally fecure peace and good order in the province, during. 
the continuance of the prefent difpute between Great ; 
Britain and the colonies.” The vote was far from 
being unanimous; and, in order to make it pafs, was 
qualified with a féeming defire of an accommodation 
with Britain, and of a reftoration by that mean to’ the | 
old form of government. ~The p provincial convention, 
without waiting for the arrival of the recomme 


EE 


ndation, 
\ 
es oolnted a committee to report a mode of reprefenta- 


4, tion; which being laid before them, they agreed. that 


precepts be fent to elect perfons to reprefent the towns 
é&c. in congrefs, to meet at Exeter on the eee 
of December, and to be empowered to profectite fuch 
meatures as they may deer neceflary for the p ublic good, 
during the term of one year, unlefs they fee fit to dif 
folve themfelves fooner. And in eae there fhould be 
a recommendation from the con : 


ental conerefs for 
this colony to affume a government, in’a way that will 

equire a houfe of reprefentatives, that the faid congrefs 
of this colony be empowered to refolve themfelves into 
fuch a houfe as may be recomm oe and remain fuch 
for the aforefaid term of one year.” The provincial 
congrefs ret agreeable to the precepts, and after a while 
voted, “ That congrefs will at any time take up civil 
government, to continue during the prefent contelt with 
Great Britain; and refolve themflves into a houle of 
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_reprefentatives, and then choole. a council to continue? 
one year from. the twenty-firft of December,’ | 
The continental congrels having difpatched the New 
Hamphhire cafe, immediately took into confideration the 
{tate of South Carelina, and appointed. a committee to 
confider.a number of papers, relative, thereto, and to. re- 
port what in. their opinion, was necefiary to, be.. done; 
What, this opinion would .be was, cally forefeen from 


Pad 


Mefirs. Chate and Samuel Adams being of the cam- 


1st 


413" 


mittee. . The report was brought in the. next. day, and Nov. 


it-was.refolved,. ‘* ‘That for the defence of South Caro- 
lina, there be kept up in chat colony, at the continental 
expence, three battalions of foot we’ | hat if the conven- 
tion, or council of fafety fhall think it expedient, for the 
fecurity of that colony, to feize or deftroy any fhip or 
veffel of war, this congrefs will approve of fuch pro- 
ceeding :—-That -Charleftown ought to be defended. 
againft any attempts to cake pofleffion thereof by the 
enemies of America; and that the convention or coun- 
cil cf fafety ought to proceed immediately to erect fuch 
fortifications arid batteries, as will beft conduce to ts 
fecurity :-—-T hat if the convention of South Carolina fhall 
find. it neceflary to eftablith a form of government in 
that colony, it be recommended to that convention to 
call a full and free reprefentation of the people, &¢, Sec.” 

as to the convention of New Hampthire. 
_ The meafures purfued by lord Dunmore naturally led 
congrefs to refolve, “ That a committee be appointed 
to inquire into the ftate of the colony of Virgia, to 
confider what proyifions may be neceffary for its de- 
fence, and to report the fame,” Mr, Samuel Adaras 
was of the number, New information being received 
eye before 
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1775: before they reported, when they did it 


, It was in fuch a 
Dec. way that conegrefs refolved 
4- 


«That three companies’ 


of the Pennfylvania battalion immediately march into 


Northampton county in Virginia, for the protection of 
the affociation :—That it be recommended to the inha- 
bitants to refit to the utmoft the arbitrary government 
intended to be eftablithed therein.” They then faid, 
“« Whereas lord Dunmore by his proclamation, has de- 
clared his intention to execute martial law, thereby tear- 
ing up the foundations of civil authority and govern- 
ment within the colony; refolved, therefore, that if 
the convention of Virginia, 8c. &c.” as, to the con- 
ventions of New Hampfhire and South Carolina. 
A growing change ‘in the fentiments of congrefs would. 
of courfe follow, upon the difpatches received the day: 
before the committee on the ftate of Virginia was ap- 
pointed. Their agents informed thern, that the Ame. 
rican minifter told them, fome days after the delivery. 
of the petition by the late governor Penn, No anfwer 
will be given to it; and that no one perfon in authority 
had, fince the arrival of that gentleman, deigned to pro- 
pofe a fingle queftion to him, er to defire the fmalleft 
information from him. This cavalier treatment, of a 
petition containing profeffions of the greatett loyalty to 
the king and attachment to the mother country, and: 
couched in terms the moft moderate and humble; and 
of the perfon who was intrufted with it ; left no reafon- 
able eround for hoping that the prefent difpute could be. 
amicably adjufted. | | 
_ Haying been led, by the New-Hamphhire inftruc- 
tions, to mention fome of the doings of congrefs, let me 
proceed to relate fome others which have been unnoticed. 


Congrefs 
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Congrefs refolved that the new army intended to hie A 
re) 


béfore Bolton, confift of 20,372 men, officers included. 
Befide, it has been recommended to particular colonies 
to raife battalions at the expence of the continent. Or- 
ders have alfo been given for fitting out four armed 
veffels, for the intercepting of fuch tranfports as may be 
Jaden with warlike ftores and other fupplies for the 
enemy; and for the protection and defence of the United 
Colonies. It was agreed, “ That every member con- 
fider himfelf under the ties of virtue, honor and love 
of his country, not to divulge, directly or indirectly, 
any matter or thing agitated or debated in congrefs be- 
fore the fame fhall have been determined, without the 
leave of congrefs; or any matter oF thing determined 
in congrefs, which the majority of congrefs fhall order 
to be kept fecret ; and that, if any member fhall violate 
this agreement, he fhall be expelled this congrefs, and 
be deemed an enemy to the liberties of America, and 
liable to be treated as fuch; and that every member 
fignify his confent to this agreement by figning the 
fame.” They refolved upon raifing two battalions of 
marines, to be confidered as part of the number of 

which the continental army before Bofton is to confift. 
~A committee appointed to take into confideration the 
fkate of North-Carolina, made their report, whereupon 
it was refolved, among other matters, that two minifters 
of the gofpel be applied to, to go immediately among 
the regulators and highlanders of that colony, for the 
purpofe of informing them of the nature of the prefent 
difpute between Great Britain and the colonies. — Inftead 
of a fimilar recommendation to what was given to South 
Carolina about eftablifhing a form of government, it was 
only 
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1775: only recommended to the convention or committee of 


Noy, 


29. 


fafety, in cafe the method of defending the colony by; 
minutemen be inadequate to the purpofe, to fubftitute 
fuch other mode as to them thould appear moft likely 
to effect the fecurity of the coloriy. | 

Congrefs refolved, that a committee of vg be ap- 
pointed for the fole purpofe of correfponding with their 


_ friends in Great Britain, Ireland and ether parts of the 


world. Information being given, that there is a large 
quantity of powder in the ifland of Providence, the fe- 
cret committee were ordered to take meafures for fe- 

uring and bringing away the faid powder. To prevent 
any petition to the king from a particular colony, they 


Dec, declared, that in the prefent fituation of affairs, it would 


Aes 


&. 


be very dangerous to the liberties and welfare of America, 
if any colony fhould feparately petition the king, or 
either houfe of parliament. ‘This declaration is thought 
to. be owing to an apprehenfion, that the New Jerfey 
aflembly: would be drawn in, by the art and perfuafion 
of governor Franklin and his adherents, to adopt fuch a. 
meature. Congrels were certainly alarmed at fome dif 

agreeable appearances, for they appointed a committee 
to confer with that afflembly, immediately after the de- 
claration. They agreed to the report of the committee 
on proclamations. It contained many fevere remarks 
upon the royal proclamation of Auguit, for fupprefling 
rebellion and fedition; together with many pointed 
queftions defigned to fink it into equal contempt with 
what it experienced at the Royal Exchange, where we 
have heard it was read by one of the lord mayor's offi- 
cers, accompanied only by the common crier, without 
horfe or mace to grace the ceremony, and when finifhed, 


falated 
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5 
faluted with a general hifs. ‘Toward the clole, the re- 1775« 
port holds forth the following threat; “* We, in the 
name of the people of thefe United Colonies, and by, 
authority, according to the pureit maxims of repreien- 
tation, derived from them, declare, that whatever pu- 
nifhment fhall be inflicted upon any perfons in the power 

of our enemies for favoring, aiding, or abetting the 
caufe of American liberty, fhall be retaliated in the fame 
kind and the fame degree upon thofe in our power, who 
have favored, aided; or abetted, or. fhall favor, aid, or 
abet the fyftem of ‘minifterial opprefiien.” 

Congrefs determined upon building five fhips of 32 pec. 
guns, five of 28, and three of 24, in all thirteen; one 13+ 
in New-Hampfhire, two in Maflachuletts, one in Con- 
neéticut, two in Rhode Ifland, two in New-York, four 
in Pennfylvania, and one in Maryland. They, haying 
taken into confideration the difpute between the people 
of Pennfylvania and Conneéticut on the lands» near 
Wyoming, on the Sufquehanna river, recommended 
that ‘“ the contending parties immediately ceale all hofti- 
lities; that all perfons feized and detained on account of 
faid difpute, on either fide, be difmiffed and permitted 
to go to their refpeCtive homes ; and that, things being 
put in the fame fituation they were before the late un- 
happy conteft, they continue to behave themfelves peace- 
ably, until a legal decifion can be had on faid diipute, 
or congrefs fhall take further order thereon.” “The com- 
mittee appointed to fit out armed veiiels, having pro- 
cured a few, laid before congrefs a lift of the officers by aa, 
them appointed ; and were directed to give fuch inftruc- 
tions to the commander of the fleet, Ezekiel Hopkins 
efq; touching the operations of the fhips under his com- 

mand, 
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#775- mand, as fhould appear to them moft conducive to the 
defence of the United Colonies, and to the diftrefs of the 
enemy’s naval forces and veffels. 

In Canada, Sir Guy Carleton was no fooner acquainted | 
with the Americans having furprifed Tyconderoga and | 
Crown-point, and obtained the command of Lake | 
Champlain, than he planned a fcheme for their recovery. 

The Britith troops he had with him were too few to admit 

of their being drawn out of garrifon. He expected a 
fupply of Canadians fufficient for his purpofe ; and to. 
have the affiftance of the Indians in his intended opera- 
tions: but both failed him. | He eftablithed martial law 
in the province, that he might be able in that way { 
authoritatively to force the people to take arms; but 

they refufed. They had tafted the fweets of the Englifh 

mode of government, fince the conqueft of the country ; | 
and were difgufted (the nobleffe excepted) at the re- 
eftablifhment of the French. ‘The Quebec ad was of 


no ufe in exciting them againft the colonifts ; on the con- 
trary they talked much of liberty*. They declared ; 
themfelves ready to defend the province; but abfolutely } 


refufed to march out of it, and commence hoftilities 
1 i upon their neighbours. ‘The governor applied to the | 
bifhop of Quebec, to ufe his fpiritual influence, and par- 

H ticularly to iffue an epifcopal mandate to be read by the 

' parifh priefts in the time of divine fervice, but the bifhop 

| -excufed himfelf. The ecclefiaftics, in the place of this, 
| i iffued their letters, which were however, greatly difre+ 
: | garded. The nobleffe alone, who were chiefly confidered 
in the Quebec-act, fhowed a zeal againft the Einelifh 
colonifts. ‘ 
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*. Mr. Thomas. Gamble’s letter to general Gage, 


| | Colonel 
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© Colonel Johnfon, a fon of the late Sir William John- !775° 


fon, had repeated confetences with the Indians; at the 
one in Montreal, he delivered to each of the Canadian 
tribes a war belt and the hatchet ; after which he invited 
them to feaft ona Boftonian and to drink his blood, 
figuratively, an ox being roafted for the purpofe, and a 
pipe of wine given: but the entertainment could not 
prevail with them to take up the hatchet. The conerefs, 
being made acquainted with the difpofition of the Cana- 
dians, and the defigns of governor Carleton, and ex- 
pecting a powerful oppofition from that quarter, when 
European troops were arrived, unlefs they could prevent 
it by fecuring the country, determined upon penetrating 
into Canada, in hope of gaining the fpeedy pofieffion of 
it, and of joining it to the union. The more effectu- 
ally to fupport the reafonablenefs of the meafure, and ta 
ftrengthen the operation, it was given out, that the pow- 
ers, with which governor Carleton was intrufted by his 
commiffion, were fpecial and extraordinary, purpofely de- 
figned to warrant his attempting by force. to fuppreis 
the oppofition making in the colonies to the Britifh mea- 
fares. Several or even moft of the members of con- 
erefs could not but know, that the words of the com- 
miffion were the fame as were ufed in the commifions 
for governing their own colonies, name and place ex~- 
cepted. Sir Guy’s commiffion was in the ufual mode, 
and fimilar to what was given to Danvers Ofborne efq; 
eovernor of New York*. | 
General Montgomery was fent forward to Tyconde- 
roga with a body of troops, New-Yorkers and New-. 
Englanders. When he took leave of his lady, his part- 
* See the copy in Mr, Smith’s Hiftory of New York, | 
8 ~ ing 
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dy ‘. ing words were, “ You fhall never bluhh for your Mont- 

21. gomery.” He arrived with the continental army (if not 
too diminutive to be fo called) at the place of deftina-- 
tion. General Schuyler, who was the chief commander, 
remained at Albany to attend the Indian treaty carrying 
on in that city. General Montgomery made a move- ' 
ment down Lake Champlain, without waiting the arrival 
of more troops; that fo he might hinder the enemy’s 
armed veffels getting into the lake, Schuyler having 

Sept. pufhed forward, notwithftanding great indifpofition, and 

a joined Montgomery at Ifle la Motte, they moved on and 
arrived at Ifle aux Noix. Here he drew up a declara- 
tion, which he fent among the Canadians by colonel | 
Allen and major Brown, affaring them, that the army 
was defigned only againft the Enalith earrifons, and not 
the country, their liberties or religion. The army, not 

6. exceeding a thoufand men, proceeded without any ob- 


3 e 


half a mile nearer, the troops landed without oppofition, 
ina clofe deep fwamp; and being formed, marched . 
_ through grounds marfhy and covered with woods, ‘in or- ~ 
der to reconnoitre the fortrefles. The left was attacked 
in croffing a creek, by a party of Indians, who killed a 
fergeant, corporal, and three privates, befide wounding 
eight, three of whom died. Three officers alfo were 
wounded. The Indians were foon compelled to give 
_ way, and had five killed and four badly wounded. -Gen. 
Schuyler receiving certain intelligence ‘in the evening, 


ftruction toward St. John’s.. When in fight of the f 
“works, and about two miles diftant, the enemy began . 
to fire, without doing any damage. After advancing 


that the enemy’s fortifications were complete, and plen- 
tifully furnifhed with cannon, it was, thought advifable 
the 
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the next morning, to return to Tle’ aux Noix; which r147;. 


was accordingly done ; and the troops were employed in 
erecting proper works to fecure the entrance into the 
jake; and in getting ready, on the arrival of further re- 
inforcements, to take advantage of any events that 
might happen in Canada. Schuyler returned, leaving 
the command to Montgomery; who, being ftrengthened 
by an addition of men and artillery, and receiving orders 
to undertake the fiege-of St. John’s, proceeded to exe- 
cute the fame. The next day the enemy threw bombs, 
but did no damage. The Americans returned the falute. 
The lines of circumvallation were finifhed ; but between 
20 ahd. 30 waggons with provilions, rum, brandy, &c. 
forthe garrifon, were taken prior toit. Afterward there 
was a continual firing for 'fome days and nights; and 
could the general have depended ‘upon the troops, he 
might have ventured to promife fuccefs, but he could 
fay nothing pleafing on that head. The men took good 
care of themfelves; and one night capt. Mott, of the 


rift regiment of Yorkers, bafely deferted the mortar , 


battery without ever being attacked. 

“Colonel Allen being upon his return, with a guard 
of about eighty men, from a tour upon which he had 
been fent by the general, was defired to halt by major 
Brown, who propofed that colonel Allen fhould. return 
to Longueil, procure canoes and crofs the river St. 
Jawrence a little north of Montreal; while he croffed 
a little to the fouth of the town with near 200 men, 2s 
he had boats fufficient. The plan was approved of, and 
colonel Allen croffed in the night. Major Browf” by 
-fome means failed on his part ; and colonel Alen’ found 
himfelf, the next morning, in a critical fituation; but 
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concluded upon maintaining his ground. General Carles 
ton learning how weak colonel Allen was, marched out 
againft him with about forty regulars, together with Ca= 
nadians, Englifh and Indians, amounting to fome hun« 
dreds. The colonel defended himfelf with much bras 
very ; but being deferted by feveral, chiefly Canadians, 
and having had fifteen of his men killed, was under the 
neceflity of furrendering with thirty-one effectives and 
feven wounded. | He was direétly put into irons. Had 
the plan been executed according to major Brown’s pro-. 
pofal, Montreal would probably have been furprifed and 
raken. Succefs would have prevented the cenfures, 
which are now paffed upon the one for propofing, and 
the other for adopting a plan of operation to which the 
general was an entire ftranger. A party of Canadians, 
who had joined and greatly affifted the befiegers, in- 
trenched themfelves on the eaft fide of the lake, on 
which the enemy fent an armed floop with treops to 
drive them away; but the Canadians attacked the floop 
with vigor, killed a number, of the men, and obliged ; 
her to return to St. John’s in a fhattered condition. The 
main body of the army decamped from the fouth, and 
marched to the north fide of the fort; and in the even= 
ing began to throw up a breaft work, in order to erect 
a battery of cannon and mortars,. The continental troops 
brought fuch a {pirit of liberty into the field, and 
thought fo freely for themfelves, that they would not 
bear either fubordination or difcipline. The general 
could not in truth direét their operations, and would not 
have ftayed an hour at their head; had he not feared 
that the example would be too generally followed, and 
fo the pyblic fervice fuffer, There was a great. want of | 
powder, 
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powder, which with the diforderly behaviour of the '775« 


troops was a damp to the hope of terminating the fiege 
fuccefsfully. 

The profpect was much. bbiohiteined: The Canadians: 
planned an attack upon Chamblee, and carried down in 
batteaus the artillery, paft the fort of St. John’s. After 
a fhort demur it furrendered to major Brown and major 
Livingften. The greateft acquifition was about fix tons 
of powder, which enabled the general to accomplith his 


wifhes. The other particulars you have below *, ex~ 


cept the colours,of the 7th regiment, which were im- 
mediately tranfmitted: to congrefs—the firft prefent of 
the kind they ever received. The garrifon became pri- 
foners of war, but were allowed all. their bageage, the 
quantity of which was aftonifhing. Their women and 
children, whofe number was equally aftonifhing, were 
permitted to go with them, and to take their effects. 
The befiegers having obtained a full fupply of ammu- 
nition, went to work in earneft, completed a battery 
within 250 yards of the fort, and mounted in it four 


uns and fix mortars, in defiance of the continual fire” 
g ) 


of the enemy. While the army was bufily engaged i in 
preparing for a cannonade, and an affault if neceffary, 
they received the agreeable news of governor Carleton’s 
being repulfed. The governor, with a view of raifing 


8, 
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* Eighty barrels of flour, 11 ditto tice, 7 ditto peafe, 6 firkins of 


butter, 134 barrels of pork, 7 ditto damaged, 124 barrels of gun- 
powder, 300 fwivel fhot, 1 box of mufket fhot, 6564 mufket cart- 
ridges, 150 ftand of French arms, 3 royal mortars, 61 fhelis, soo 
hand granades, Royal Fufileers mufkets 83, accoutrements 83, ng- 
ging for three veffels at leat, 1 major, 2 captains, 3 lieutenants, the 


captain of the {chooner which is funk, a commuiflary and furgeon, 3 


foldiers $3. 
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™717§-the Gege, colleéted a body of about ‘800: forces; Con 


fitting of the militia of Montreal; a number of: Cana- 


dians, whom he had maintained for fome time, a few. 


o troops, not a hundred, and fome Indians. They left 


Nov. tions » The batteries kept an inceflant fire all day on the 


Je 


Ze 


Montreal in high fpirits, and attempted to crofs the river 


St, Lawrence, and land at Longueil; but colonel 


Warner, with 300 Green Mountain boys;.and a four. 
pounder which kept pouring grape fhot into .the boats, 
prevented their making good a landing. ‘They were 


{uffered to come very near the fhore, and then the fire: 


was fo hot and deftruétive, that they were thrown) into 
creat confufion, and retired with the utmoft \precipita~ 


gatrifon of St. John, which returned a very brifk one. 
in the evening, general Montgomery fent a flag, with 
aletter to major Prefton the commander, by one ef the 


prifoners taken by colonel Warner, informing him of 


eovernor Carleton’s defeat, and recommending to him, 


be furrender of the fort, as he could now have no longer 


ep 


reafon to expect relief from that quarter. Major Pref- 


son in return fent an officer to the camp; prepofing to: 
anfwer the letter fully in the morning, and that in the. 
mean time hoftilities fhould ceafe on both, fides.» Two. 
officers came into camp. with an» aniwer from major, 


Prefton, who requefted the general to wait four days, to 


fee whether no relief would come in that time, and it. 


not, they would make propofals for a furrender. The 
advanced feafon of the year, did not allow of the gene- 


ral’s complying. He required them to furrender im-) 


mediately prifoners of war; but referred them for the 
truth of the governor's defeat to another prifoner. It was 
at length agreed that the garrifon fhould march out with 
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the honors of war, as what was due to their fortitude i775. 


and ‘perfeverance. | The non-commiffioned officers and 
privates were to eround their arms on the plain; the 
officers were to keep their fide arms, and their fire arms 
were to be réferved for them. The effects of the gar- 
_ pifon were not to be withheld from them, The Cana- 
dian gentlemen and others at St. John’s were confidered 
as part of the garrifon ; which amounted to about 500 
feoulars, and better than roo Canadian volunteers. ‘The 
fhext morning they rmarched out, and the continental 
troops took poffeffion of the fort; in which were 17 brats 
ordnance from 2 to 24 pounders, 2 eight inch howitzers, 
5 mottars,; and 22 iron ordnance from 3 to 9 pounders, 
a confiderable quantity of fhot and ftnall fhells, and about 
Soo ftand of fmall arms, befide a fmall quantity of na- 
val ftores, The ammunition and provifion was trifling, 
thefe having been nearly expended. 

General Montgomery prefied on to Montreal. It béing 
capable of making no defence, governor Carleton quit- 
ted it one day; the general entered it the next. He 
treated the inhabitants with becoming hberality, engag- 
ing upon his honor to maintain the individuals and reli- 
gious communities of the city in the peaceable enjoy- 
ment of their property of every kind; and the inhabi- 
tants, whether Englifh, French, or others, in the free 
exercife of their religion. The general, in all his tranf- 
actions,- wrote, fpake, and ‘behaved with that attention, 
regard and politenefs, to both privates and officers, fol- 
diers and'citizens, which might be expected from the 
gentleman. He was careful to pufh forward in time 2 
number of continental troops under colonel Eafton to 
the point of Sorel River, which they guarded fo with can- 

M2 non, 
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‘7 $«non, an arfned gondola and their fire arms, that the 


Way. 
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Acet which had fallen down below Montreal, would not 
yenture to attempt pafling it. General Prefcot, who 
was on board with about 120 privates and feveral of- 
ficers, was reduced to the neceflity of furrendering by 
capitulation, eleven fail of veffels with all their contents, © 
confifting of, befide failors and foldiers, 760 barrels of 
four, 675 ditto of beef, 376 firkins of butter, 3 bar- 
rels of powder, 4 nine and fix pounders, cannon cart- 
yidges and ball, 2 380 mukket cartridges, eight chefts of 
arms, 200 pair of thoes, and a quantity of intrenching 
tools; all of which proved very acceptable to the con- 


‘tinental troops, who had no redundancy of any articles 


whatever. In the preceding midnight, governor Carle- 
ton was conveyed, in a boat, with muffled paddles, by. 
n fecret way to the Three Rivers, and arrived fafe at 
Quebec the Sunday following. 

Notwithftanding the advanced and fevere feafon, ge~- 
neral Montgomery marched on for the capital, expect- 
ing to be joined by colonel Arnold and his detachment 
in its neighbourhood, and defigning to complete the | 
redu€tion of Canada before the arrival of any Britifh 
reinforcement. But while he was advancing, numbers 
were returning, An unhappy home ficknefs prevailed, 
and no {pecific was fo efficacious as a difcharge. No 
fooner was it adminiftered, but the cure of nine out of 
ten was perfected ; who, refufing to wait for beats to go 
by the way of Fort George, upon their arrival at ‘Ty- 


-eonderoga, flung their heavy packs over their fhoulders, 


crofied the lake at’ that place, and undertook a march 
of two hundred miles, with the greateft good will and 
Three hindred of the continentals pafied by 

. ‘Fycon- 
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Tyconderoga on their way home by the end of the 1775. 


month. ‘The ruin of the caufe was further hazarded by 
the turbulent and mutinous fpiric of feveral oMicers. 
Colonel Arno!d’s arrival, with his detachment, at 
Point Levi, was not known at Quebec for twenty-four 
hours; and was at leneth difcovered by his ordering out 
fome men to fecure the midthipmas of the Hunter floop 
of war, who was quft landed on that fide the river; the 
boat returned and carried the intelligence to Quebec ; 
on which two fhips of war were {tationed, one above 
and the other below Wolfe’s cove, to prevent the Aine- 
ricans croffing over. A council was called, and by a 
majority of one it was agreed not to proceed immedi- 
ately to attack the town. ‘The contrary refolution, 
backed by vigorous exertions, would probably have put 
him into the poffeffion of it. On the fitth of Novem- 
ber it was really in a defenceleds {tate, without a fingle 
foldier. ad the detachment crofled, the cates would, 
it is thought, have been opened by the difaffeted and 
faint-hearted. "The colonel however declared, that he 
would certainly make the attack when he had crofied, 
in cafe they were not difcovered to be over. In the 
mean time, ‘the troops were employed in preparing 
fcaling ladders. Before they were ready with thefe, co- 
lonel Maclean, the deputy governor, arrived at Quebec 
from Sorel, with about 170 men of his new raifed re- 
gimeént of emigrants; of this colonel Arnold had advice 
the next day, when, in the evening at nine o’clock, he 
began to embark his forces on board thirty-five canoes, 
leaving the ladders behind, and by four the next morn- 
ing got over and landed 500 men wholly undifcovered. 
They landed in the fmall cove where the brave and en- 
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1775, terprifing general Wolfe did, now called Wolfe’s Cove. 


The Lizard’s barge rowing up the river, the colonel 
ordered her to be hailed, and fired upon for refufing to 
come in fhore; on which fhe pufhed off, and carried 
the account of the detachment’s having croffed over, 
But before this difcovery, the men paraded on the 
heights of Abraham. From thence they fent out a re- 
connoitring party toward the city, marched acrofs, the 
plain, and took. poffeffion of a large houfe formerly 
owned by general Murray, and other adjacent houtes, 
which afforded fine accommodations for the troops. Guards 
were placed on the different roads to cut off the com- 
munication between the city and country, The main 
body, about noon, marched fairly in view of the enemy, 
and gave them three huzzas, which were returned by a 
few fhot from the ramparts, In the evening the colo- 
nel fent a flag of truce with a demand of the garrifon, 
in the name and on behalf of the United Colonies, which 
was fired upon as it approached the walls. The colonel 
was certainly overfeen ; he fhould have taken the fcaling 
ladders along with, him; have concealed his being over, 
and attempted a coup de main the next night, which 
might have been done with a profpect of sheet as 
his Canadian friends, Englifh and French, were in the 
city to fecond his operations, and as the failors were then 
fcattered on board the fhips, fome about Quebec and 


Nov. others up the river. A company of men were fent to 


take poffeffion of the general hofpital. The Canadians 
were continually coming in to exprefs their fatisfaction 
at the continental forces having entered the country. 
The next day a certain account was received of the cap- 
ture of Montreal. Early in the morning the troops de- 
3 camped, 
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camped and. marched up to Point.au Trembles, about 1775 


feven leagues from Quebec, through a. thick. fettled 


country, where you meet, every few miles, with a hand-. 


jJome little chapel. This was the day on which. gover- 
nor Carleton arrived at Quebec 5 ; and the firft thing he 
did, was to turn out the fufpected, ‘and all who would 
‘not affift in the defence of the city. By exprels from 
Montreal, the forces were informed that general Mont- 
wagomncry Was Upon his march, and-had fent down cloth- 
ing for them. The general finding plenty of woollens 
at Montreal; at a Veaitiiable price, gave his foidiers 
new clothes, after their having fuffered much by the ie 
verity of the climate, to which they fubmitted with pa- 
tience and refolution, particularly 1 in marching from St. 
‘John’s to. Montreal; the road being half leg deep in 
mire. He was alfo mindful of Pig Arnold’s de- 
tachment, which had, ‘fuffered fill greater handfhips. 


General Mont tgomery arrived at one 0 ‘clock, with three Dec. 


armed {chooners, men, ammunition and provifion, to 
“the great joy, of the colonel’s forces, who toward even- 
“ing t turned out and marched to the general’s quarters, and 


_ were" “there received and complimented by him upon 


* their appearance. The next day the batteaus were fent 
to Point Leyi for the fcaling ladders. The general ap- 
peared before Quebec, which is the laft we have heard 


. 8 his movements. 


General Howe iffued orders for taking down the old 
“North meeting ‘houfe, a large wooden building, contain- 
ing a great deal of timber ; and a hundred old woes 
‘dwelling houfes and other buildings, to be ufed for fue 
‘The fearejty of this article, now that the ufual So 
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3774. from the country are cut off, will ae the inhabitangs 


to an extreme difficulty. 


P.S. Admiral Shuldham is juft arrived from Great. 


’ Britain in the Chatham man of war of 50 guns, to fu- 
perfede admiral Greaves, 


Loi Bee Lt, se ay LD 
Roxbury, April 22) 177 6. 


"OU have been informed of the meafures which 
the promoters of independency adopted for the ri- 


pening of that event; in the advice: which congrefs were 


2776. 


prevailed upon to give to the New Hamphhire, the South 
Carolina, and the Virginia conventions, 
The New Hamphhire provincial convention proceed- 


ed in their defign, and voted ‘“ that this congrefs take: 


up civil government in form following—We being au- 
thorized in particular to eftablifh fome form of govern- 
ment, provided that meafure be recommended by the 
continental congrefs, and a recommendation being tranf- 
mitted—the fudden departure of his excellency John 
Wentworth and feveral of the council, leaving us defti- 
tute of legiflation, and no executive courts being open 
to punifh criminal offenders—therefore. protefting that 


- ‘we never meant to throw off our dependence upon Great 


Britain, and that we fhall rejoice if fuch a reconciliation, 


. between us and our parent ftate, can be effected, as 


fhall be approved by the continental. congrefs—do re- 
2 folvey 


AMERYCAN REVOLUTION. 


folve, that the congrefs do affume the name and power 1776 


of ahoufe of reprefentatives ; that they proceed to choofe 
twelve perfons, to be a diftiné branch of the legiflature, 
by the name of a council for this colony ; and that no 
aét fhall be valid unlefs paffed by both branches.”" But 
this procedure was’ not univerfally approved. A me- 
morial and remonftrance of the frecholders and inhabi- 
tants of Portfmouth was prefented to the convention 
fitting at Exeter. It fets forth, that “ the memorialifts 
are greatly alarmed, by the information, that they are 
about to diffolve their exiftence as a convention, and af- 
fume that of a houfe of reprefentatives, and to proceed 
to the election of twelve counfellors, who are to act as 
another branch-of legiflation for the future government 
of this colony.” They remonftrate againft the proce- 
dure from an opinion that the inhabitants will not gene- 
rally approve it; and wifh therefore that the minds 
of the people may be fully taken on fuch a momentous 
concernment, for that it is their inherent right to know 

the plan, before adopted and carried into execution. 

They fay alfo, “ it amounts to an open declaration of 

independency, which we can by no means countenance.” 

A diffent and proteft was brought into convention, by 

feveral of the reprefentatives ; the purport of it was, 

« We diffent and proteft againft the prefent plan of tak- 

ing up government for the following reafons—the vote 
of the continental congrefs, countenancing the fame, 

was obtained by the unwearied importunity of our de- 
legates there, as appears by their letter ;—the faid vote 

does not appear to have been unanimous, but we have 

reafon to think very otherwife ;—-New York and Vir- 

ginia (which are in fimilar circumftances with us, and 

are 
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much wifer, and to which we would pay all due defe- 
rence) have not attempted any thing of the kind, nor 
as we can learn ever defired it ;—it appears affuming for 
fo imall a colony to take the lead i in a matter of fo great 
Importance ;—-our conftituents never expected us to make 
a new form of government, but only to. fet the judicial 
and executive wheels in motion ;—it appears to us, toa 
much like fetting up an independency. on the mother 
country.” The convention however. proceeded i in their 
plan; but when it was executed, and the body had af- 
fumed the form of two houfes, they had the confiftency 
to receive petitions from the towns of Portfmouth, Dover, 
Newington, Rochefter, Stratham, N orth Hampton, 
Rye, New Market, K enfington, Greenland, and part 
of Brentwood, againft taking up government in the new 
eftablifhed form. Both houfes met. in the town- houfe, 
the petitions were read, confidered, and fully argued by 
the council for the petitioners. ‘It was voted, that the 
committee write to the continental congrefs, and lay the 
plan of government taken up by the colony before them, 
and let them know that a number of members of this 
houfe diffented from and protefted again{t the fame, be- 
caufe of its being fuppofed to rag too much of the 
{pirit of independency ; and requetft to know the judg- 
ment of the congrefs thereon, Whatever letter the com- 
mittee might write was probably forwarded under cover 
to one of their own delegates ;, and byt the advice of cer- 
tain members was not brought, before congrefs, as a 
body, till the day after they had given their fanétion to 
the plan, by admitting upon their journals, on the 2gth 
of F ebruary, the credentials of the delegates chofen by 


the houfe of reprefentatives on January the 23d, 


When 


AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 


When Mr. . Adams faw the’ inftruétions given by 177° 


the capital of New Hamphhire, he was diffatisfied, and 

fearful left, if that colony took a wrong ftep, it fhould 

wholly defeat the defign, he owned, he had much at 

heart. He had been alarmed before in the beginning 

of the month, when a motion was made in congrefs to 

this purpofe.—“ Whereas we have been charged with 

aiming at independency, a committee fhall be appointed 

to explain to the people at large the principles and 

grounds of our oppofition, &c.” It would not do for 

‘Mr. S. Adams evidently to intereft himfelf in oppofing 
the motion, though he was apprehenfive that they fhould 

get themfelves on dangerous ground; but fome other 

delegates prevailed fo far as to have the matter pott- 

poned ; and yet they could not prevent the affigning of 

a day to confider it. Some little time before, he had 

converfed with another gentleman, probably a Virginia 

delegate, about a confederation; when they agreed it 

‘muft foon he brought on, and that if all the colonies 
“would not come into it, it had better be done by thofe 
‘that inclined to it, Mr. Adams promifed, he would 
endeavour to unite the New England colonies in confe- 

deration, if none of the reft would join in it: the other 

approved of it, and faid, that, if Mr. S. Adams fuc- 

ceeded, he would caft in his lot among them. Many 

of the principal gentlemen in the Maffachufetts have 
been long urging their delegates at congrefs to bring 

- forward independency : the more fo, from a perfuafion 
that, refiftance unta blood having been once made againtft 

the governmental meafures, the Britifh fpiric will never 

; be quieted, with any thing fhort of thofe conceffions 
and fatisfactions, which Americans cai never make. 

hE oie Pi Gene- 


i 


in : 
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1776, General Washington has no wifh, that the congrets 


would declare the colonies independent: but many other 
officers, efpecially among the New Englanders, are de- 
firous of it; though the fituation of their military af- 
fairs could of late afford them no reafonable encourage- 
ment. They have been obliged to change their army 
by a new inliftment under the mouths of theit enemy’s 
cannon ; and while employed in this operation, had not 
for fome time men enow to defend their lines, had the 
Britifh troops commenced an attack. They had to 
guard an extent of better than a dozen miles, with few 
more troops than what were in Bofton. Such was the 
want of mufkets, that in order to fupply the new inlitted 
foldiers, they forcibly detained thofe belonging to the 
privates whofe time was out, and who refuled to ferve 
longer ; but not without paying for them. 
Gen. Greene wrote from-——Profpeét-hill, January 4, 
1776. “ Had the enemy been fully acquainted with 
our fituation, I cannot pretend to fay what might have 
been the confequences. [ this day manned the lines 
upon this hill, and feel a degree of pleafure that I have 
not felt for feveral days. Our fituation has been critical. 
We have no part of the militia on this hill; and the 
night after the old troops went~off, I could not have 
muftered feven hundred men, notwithftanding the re- 


sturns of the new inlifted troops amounted to nineteen 


hundred and upward. IT am now ftrong enough to de- 
fend myfelf againft all the force in Bofton.” Gen. Wath- 
ington thus exprefled himfelf on the firft of the month: 


«* Tt is not perhaps in the power of | hiftory to furnith a 


cafe like ours—to maintain a poft within mufket fhot of 
the enemy for fix months together withqut —— (powder, 


he 
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he avoided inferting the word, left the letter fhould mif- 1776. 


carry ;) and at the fame time to difband one army and 
recruit another, within that diftance of twenty odd 
Britifh regiments, is more than probably was ever at- 
tenptedsr's si: > up 

The conduct of the New Yorkers not anfwering the 
defires of capt. Sears, he had for fome time taken up his 
abode in Conneéticut. Being apprehenfive, that gen, 
Clinton, who was preparing to go upon fome expedition 
with a body of troops, might poffibly be deftined. for 
New York, and confidering of what importance it was 
that the city fhould not be poffeffed by him, he came to 
gen. Wafhington, and urged the necefiity of its being 
fecured by American forces. But the general could {pare 
no troops, every man of them being wanted in the en- 
virons of Bofton. Sears propofed that Wafhington 
fhould write to gov. Trumbull, preffing him to raife two 
regiments for the fervice. His application was ftrength- 
ened by a letter of gen. Lee’s, who wrote to the com- 


mander in chief, «« New York muft be fecured, bunt 5 


will never, I am afraid, be fecured by direct order of 
congrefs for obvious reaions. I propofe, that you fhould 
detach me into Cenneéticut, and lend your name. for 
collecting a body of volunteers. I am affured, that I 
fhall find no difficulty in aflembling a fufficierft number 
for the purpof@ wanted. This meafure I thinks ablo- 
lutely neceflary to our falvation ; and, if it meets with 
your approbation, the fooner it 1s entered upon the bet- 
teremindeed the delay. of a fingle day may be faral.”’ 
Mr. John Adams being at Watertown with the general 


court, gen, Wafhington defired his opinion on Lee’s 
plan. 
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ie plan. Mr. John Adams, in a letter of the next days 
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fhowed that the plan was practicable, expedient, and lay 


properly within his excellency’s authority, without further | 


direétions from congrefs. He took notice that a body 


‘of people on Long Ifland were intrenching themfelves, 


profeffedly to oppofe the American fyftem; that there 
was a body of tories in the city of New York waiting 
only for a force to protect them; and that the Jerfey 
troops had’ been already ordered to that city. The 
meafures to be taken being fettled, the difpatches were 
got ready, and capt. Sears fet off with them, for Con 
necticut. Gov. Trumbull was much pleafed, got the 
committee of fafety together, haftened the bufinefs, and 
col. Waterbury. and col. Ward’s regiments were raifed, 
and ready to march, by the time gen. Lee got to Stam 
ford, within fifty miles of New York, and near upon 
two hundred and fifty miles from Cambridge. Lee fet 
off on the 11th; and when at: New Haven, one hun- 
dred and fixty miles diftant, wrote on the 16th to Wafh- 
ington, * I fhall fend immediately an exprefs to con= 
grefs, informing them of my fituation, and at’ the fame 
time conjuring them not to fuffer the accurfed provincial 
congrefs of New York to defeat meafures fo abfolutely 
neceffary to our falvation.” Many of the New York 
provincial congrefs (if not the majority) were adjudged 
real tories, fome fo deemed might be only timid whigs. 
By the 22d, een. Lee had colle&ted at Stamford, 1200 
Connecticut troops. ‘The New York committee: of fafety 
were very averfe to his marching them into the city, and 
wroteto him upon the occafion, He anfwered with: 
much prudence, judement, and refolution: and fent*to 

| the 
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the continental congrefs for advice. “They direéted him 177% 


to repair tothe city, and appointed three of their mem- 
bers to meet him, there, and advife with him on the 
meafures: proper to be purfued. He was detained at 
Stamford with the gout. Ihe members from congrels, 
and‘col. Waterbury being at New York, gen. Lee di- 
rected capt.’Sears’ to take Waterbury’s regiment, and 
march it immediately-for the city. At King’s-bridge 
he was met by a number of the citizens, who entreated 
him to halt, for that the enemy had declared, that if any 
troops came in, they would burn the city. Sears pleaded 
~~ his orders, and marched-on. When nearer the city he 
was applied to’afrefh, «and ftrongly urged to remain at 
aadiftance from it: he obferved, that neither the mem- 
bersof congrefs, nor col. Waterbury, had fent him any 
orders; he therefore continued his march into the city. 
The citizens were-in the utmoft confufion, expecting the 
enemy would execute their threats, but they refrained. 
Gen. Piece came on when able; and arrived at New York Feb. 
in Jefs.than two hours after gen. Clinton arrived at the : 
Hook, in the Mercury, together with a tranfport brig. 
Their arrival threw the city into fuch a convulfion a8 it 
never: knew before. .Though it was the fabbath,y the 
inhabitants were engaged in moving away their effects 
the whole day, and continued it all night. GensClinton. 
failed from Bofton on the 19th, with.a number of gre- 
nadiers and light infantry, as fuppofed for Virginia. He 
touched at the Hook, probably to confult gov. Tryon, 
and fee whether any thing effectual could be.done to 
ftrengthen the Britifh intereft in New York. “After:a 
fhort tarriance, he proceeded to the fouthward. Gen. 


Lee, upon his arrival, gave out, “ If the men of war 
fet 
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1776. fet one houfe on fire in confequence of my~ coming, I 
will chain a hundred of their friends together by the 
neck, and make the houfe their funeral pile.’ He would 
in all likelihood, have retaliated in fome formidable — 
manner. While Clinton remained at the Hook, various | 
works were erected for the defence of the city. Nine 
days before his arrival, on the 26th of January, and a 

| | week after his failing, care was taken to fend over to 

\ | Long Ifland feven hundred of the Jerfey militia, and 

a » three hundred of the Jerfey regulars, to difarm thofe per- 

fons in Queen’s county who oppofed American liberty, 

and to fecure their leaders, which was accomplifhed. 
The congrefs, receiving information of the difaffec- 

tion of the inhabitants of Tryon county, refolved 

1 upon difarming them, and providing for the future tran- 

a _  quillity of thofe parts. ‘They committed the bufinefs to 

gen. Schuyler. The general having no troops at Albany 

to carry into execution their refolutions, was under the 

a neceffity of communicating his bufinefs to the fub-com- 

| | mittee of the county, after having adminiftered an oath 

| i of fecrecy. They contrived to call upon 700 militia: 

a but fo great was the zeal of the people, and they followed 

| | in fuch numbers (although the weather was cold in the 

| extreme) that by the time he reached Caghnawaga, he - 

il had near 3000 men, including goo of the Tryon county 

ey militia. On Tuefday the 16th, the general marched to 

ia Shenectady ; and in the evening, a deputation from the 

Mohawk Indians delivered him a fpeech in a haughty 

tone, evidently calculated to prevent his proceeding to 
Sir John Johnfon’s, who was thought, or known to be 
making military preparations. Schuyler in his anfwer 
told them, that he had full proof, that many people in 
3 | Johnftown 
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execution the wicked defign of the king’s evil counfel- 
lors; and added, “* We have no objeétion; nay, we wifh 
that you and your warriors fhould. be prefent to’ hear 
what we fhall propofe to Sir Jolin, and the people in and 
about Jolinftown; who are our enemies. But we beg of 
you to tell your warriors, that although we have no 
quarrel with them, yet if we fhould be under the dit- 
agreeable neceffity of fichting with our enemies, and 
your watriors fhould join them atid fight againft us, that 
we will repel force by force.” They replied and faid, 
«© Brother Schuylet, the great man, attend. Every 
thing that has been faid to us, brother, has been per- 
feétly agreeable to us, &c.” A letter was fent to Sir 
John Johnfon, requefting a meeting with him the next 
day, and affuting hini, that he and fuch perfons whom 
he might choofe to attend him, fhould pafs fafe and un- 
molefted to the place wheré he miglit meet him, and 
from thence batk to the place of his abode. Sir John 
accordingly met gen. Schuyler about fixteen miles be- 
yond Shenectady; accompariied by fome of the leading 
Scotchmen, and two or three others, when propofals were 
made to him: he begged time to anfwer until the next 


evening, to which Schuyler confented.. On Thurfday 
the general-approached within four miles of Johnftown. 


Sir John fent out arifwers to the propofals of the pre- 
ceeding day, which not being fatisfactory, the general de- 


_ termined to march his troops to Johnfon-hall without de- 


lay: but gave Sir John till twelve at night, to reconfider 
the matter, after which he would receive no -propofals. 
At twelve an anfwer came from Sir John, in behalf of 

Vor. II. ME himfelf, 


77 
Tohnftown, *and the neighbourhood thereof, had for a me 
éonfiderable time patt made preparations to carry into. 


18, 
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1775+ himfelf, the inhabitants of Kingfborough, and the neigh- 
bourhood adjacent. It was agreed to deliver up alb 
cannon, arms, and military ftores what{oever, that to his 


- [Ere AHS TOR Yury THE Mw & 


knowledge were in the county, a. few favorite family: 
arms excepted :-—-that Sir John, having given his parole 
of honor not to take up arms againft America, fhall 
confine himfelf to certain limits :—that the Scotch inhabi~ 
tants fhall furrender their arms, and the general may take 
any fix priloners from among them as he choofes, without 
refiftance, to be treated however with humanity, and witl: 
ail due deference to rank :—that the inhabitants fhall give 
yp their arms, and: enter into like engagements with the 


Scotch inhabitants :-and that all the men referred’ to 


in the above articles fhall be paraded at Johnftown on 
Saturday at twelve o’clock, and ground. their arms unt 
the prefence of fuch troops as the general may appoint. 
Thefe terms were agreed to, and on the-next day ceneral 
Schuyler marched to Johnftown. On Saturday he drew 
up his-men in the ftreet;*and the highlanders, betweem — 
two and three hundred, marched to the front, where they 
grounded their arms. ‘Thefe fecured, the general difmiffed: 
hem with an exhortation, pointing out the only con 
duét which could infure them protection. In the even- 
ing he returned to Cagnuage, leaving col. Herkimer 


>, ape committee of Tryon county to receive the arms. 
of the remainder, and to fix on fix of the principal lead- 


ers to fend to him. He expected that the whole dif- 
armed, or to be difarmed, would amount to above: fix 
hundred: . Gen. Schuyler’s conduct was. highly ap- 
proved by congrefs ; and thofe who accompanied him 
in the expedition were praifed for their, patriotic fer- 
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The following detached articles of intelligénce mutt 2776 


not be omitted. In the firft week of January, gov. 
Franklin’s difpatches for the miniftry were ite by 
lord Stirling’ s troops and fent to Congrefs. Abotit the 
middle of the month,’ the Jerfey men defcried a tranf. 
port at fea. They procured feveral boats, and failed 
in queft of her with four days provifion. Lord Stirling 
commanded. Upon their coming up and along fide 
of her, fhe was taken without any refiftance, for the 
failors {wore they would not fight for common wages. 
The Americans are making filed -petre all over the con- 
tinent, from New Hampfhire to Virginia inclufively. 
_ Let us return to the neighbourhood of Bofton. 
~ Major Knowlton was difpatched with a hundred men 
to make an incurfion into Charleftown, and burn a 
number of houfes, that they might be no longer of fer- 
vice to the enemy. He croffed the mill-dam upon the 
ice, between Cobble-hill and Bunker’s-hill ; and imme: 
diately proceeded down the ftreet on the wefterly fide 
of the laft hill, and deftroyed about ten houfes, and 
brought off a few mufkets. He performed the whole 
in lefs than an hour, without the lofs of a fingle man 
killed or wounded, though the Britifh garrifon kept up 
a confiderable fire of mufketry from Bunker’s-hill, This 
expedition confounded the amufement carrying on at 
Bofton, at the fame inftant. | 

The Britifh foldiers were much affiGed with ficknefs 
and the fcurvy, occafioned by the want of vegetables 
and frefh provifions, notwithfanding the powerful exer- 
tions: made at home to throw in fupplies. Many of the 
yeflels, which were loaded in England with live ftock, 
vegetables and porter, had been either taken on the 
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the fevere north-weft winds, which ufually prevail during 
the winter months. Out of forty fail of tranfports only 
eight had arrived. None of thefe things however hin- 
dered the officers from amufing themfelves, all they 
could, in the prefent fituation. They had their balls 
and theatre, that fo they might forget themfelves, while 
feemingly forgotten by their native country. It fo happen- 
ed that they had finifhed attending the Bu/y Body; and the 
{cenes were changed, that the farce of the Blockade of Bofton, 
{aid to be written by gen. Burgoyne, might be perform- 
ed, The figure defigned for gen. Wafhington had juft 
made his appearance (as we are told) upon the ftage, 
with a large wig and long rufty fword, together with his 
orderly fergeant, who had on his fhoulder a rufty gun 
feven feet long; now it was, that one of the regular fer- 
geants came running on the ftage, threw down his bay- 
onet, and called out loftily, * the Yankees are attack- 
ing Bunker’s-hill.” They, who were unacquainted with 
the farce, thought that this was a part of it, but when 
gen. Howe cried out, officers to your alarm pofts, inftead 
of mirth and laughing, there was fhrieking, cryings 
fainting, &c. a's 
The inhabitants of the town have been fupplied with 
frefh provifions once in a while from Nova Scotia. 
Within two days of the above affair, a floop arrived with 
beef, poultry and hay: the hay fold for a guinea a hun- 
dred weight, the beef for one and fixpence the pound, 
geefe nine fhillings a piece,-and other articles propor- 
tionably, in fterling money. | 
There was fuch a continued backwardnefs in the 
Americans to ferve in the army, that gen. Wafhington ~ 
was. 
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‘was more and more convinced, that it could never be1 
raifed to the new eftablifhment by voluntary inliftments. 
Such was its prefent inequality to capital operations, that J 
it was unanimoufly agreed in a council of war, to re- 
queft thirteen regiments of militia to be at Cambridge 
by the firft of February, and to remain if wanted to the 
laft of March, that fo a vigorous attempt might be 
made on the army in Bofton, if practicable. The news 
of the unfuccefsful attempt upon Quebec, and general 


Montgomery’s death was publicly known not only in | 


the American quarters, but at Botton. Let me give 
you an account of the fiege down to the lateft intelli- 
gence from thence. 

The garrifon of Quebec, when gen. Montgomery 
appeared before it, confifted of col. Maclean's men, 
a hundred and feventy ; a company of the feventh regi- 
ment, fixty ; marines, forty ; militia, about eight hun- 
dred; and feamen, belonging to the king’s frigates and 
to the merchant fhips which wintered in the harbour, 
four‘hundred and fifty, in all fifteen hundred and twen- 
ty. The general was at the head of upward of eight 
4yundred men * only ;. fo fall was the force he brought 
with him, after keaving a corps at Montreal; and fo 
much was Arnold’s detachment reduced, by the return 
of col. Enos’s divifion and other unfavorable circum- 
ftances. ‘Thus you fee the befiegers were little more than 
half the garrifon. Upon his appearing befare the city 
he fent forward a flag of truce which was fired upon by 
order of Sir Guy Carleton; at this gen. Montgomery 
was fo provoked, that the next day he wrote to Sir 
Guy a letter, in which he departed from the common 


* General Montgomery’s letter of December 18, 
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1775. mode of conveying his fentiments ; and made ufe of 
threats and language that he would otherwife have pro» 
bably declined. Notwithftanding the inclemency of the 
feafon he fet about erecting works, His batteries were 
compoted of {now and water, which foon became fo- 
lid ice. He planted on them five pieces of ordnance, 
twelve.and nine pounders, with one howitzer: but the 
artillery was inadequate, and made no impreffion ; it was 

) therefore foon in contemplation to ftorm the city. A 
iy | Dec, council was held by all the commanding officers of col, 

i 9 Arnold's detachment in the evening; and a large ma- 
jority was for {torming the garrifon, as foon as the men 
were provided with bayonets, fpears, hatchets, and hand 
grenades, In a few days feveral of the men were ill of 
the fmall-pox; thofe who were well and fit for fervice 
were ordered to wear hemlock fprigs in their hats, to _ 

i | diftinguifh them in the attack upon the works. Col, 

| i 25. Arnold’s detachment paraded in the evening, at capt. 

Morgan’s quarters, when gen. Montgomery attended, 

and addreffed them on the fubjeCt of an affault on Que- 

bec, ina fenfible fpirited manner, The fcheme of ftorm- 
| ing was wholly the general’s, who, in the council of war 
| on the occafion, fhowed the neceflity, spracticability, and 

_dmportance of it, in fach a clear and convincing man- 
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ner, that they were all agreed and full in the meafure, 
But he was forced into the fcheme from this circum- 
ftance, that a part of his fmall army had to ferve no 
longer than to the end of the year, and three companies 
© of Arnold’s detachment were grown uneafy, and were 
determined to return home. His. army did not now 
exceed eight hundred fick and well; only feyen hundred 
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and thirty were fit for.duty *. The attempt had. the 1475¢ 
appearance of rafhnefs; but the géneral was perfuaded 
that men, who had behaved fo well, would follow him, 
ad that many of Sir Guy Carleton’s forces would not 
fight, when actual fervice commenced. The general 
inhis difpatches wrote, «J have fo early reported to 26, 
you my determination to return home, | take it for 
eranted meafures are taken to fupply my place. Should 
not’ any body arrive, I muft conclude congrefs mean 
to leave the management of affairs in gen. Wootter’s 

hands, (Woofter was at Montreal.) If this bufinefs 
fhould terminate in a blockade, I fhall think myfelf at 
jiberty to return. However if pomible, 1 fhall firft make 
an effort for the reduétion of the town. I had reafon 
to believe, when I wrote laft, the troops well inclined 
for a coup de main. I have fince difcovered, that three 
companies of col. Arnold’s detachment are averfe. They 
ate within a few days of being free from their engage- 
ments: I mutt try every meafure to prevent their de- 
parture.” The next day at evening the troops affembled 27. 
-by his order, with defign to make an attack, and were 
about to march, when a frefh order came for their re- 
turning to quarters—the weather being thought not pro- 
per. Several men deferting to the enemy, the general 
was induced to alter his plan, fo that no part of it tran{- 
pired to the befieged. The weather being ftormy, and 30. 
the ladders being ready, the troops were ordered to pa- 
rade at two o’clock the next morning, : 
The troops affemble at the time appointed——they 37. 
that are to make the attack by the way of Cape Dia- 
mond, at the general’s quarters on the heights of Abra 
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1775. hara, and are headed by the general—they that are tox 
make the attack through the fuburbs of St. Roe, at the 
guard-houfe in St. Roe, and are headed by col. Arnold.» ; 
The divifion under Montgomery confifts of the rit, 2d): 
3d.and 4th battalions of the New York troops, »and 
part of col. Eafton’s regiment; but of about two huns. 
dred men only. . The divifion under Arnold is made up 
out of the two battalions detached from Cambridge, and 
amount to about three hundred. Col. Livingfton, with 
a regiment of one hundred and fixty Canadians, and 
major Brown with part of a regiment of Maffachufetts : | 
troops, are to make a falfe attack upon the walls to the 

_ fouthward of St. John’s gate, and in the mean time to 
fet fire to the gate with the combuftibles prepared for 
that purpofe.. The colonel is alfo to give the fignals 


for the combination of attack, which is to begin exactly 4 
at five o'clock. . [It is faid, that capt. Frazer of the 
emigrants, then on picket, going his rounds, faw the i; 


rockets fired off as fignals, and from his knowledge of 
the fervice, forming a conjeGture of what would hap- 
pen, beat to arms without orders, and fo prepared the 
garrifon for defence.] . The. different. routes the aflailing 
bodies have to make, the deptheof the: fnow, and other 
obftacles, prevent the execution of Livingften’s com- 
mand. The general moves with his divition, attended 
by a number of carpenters, to the pickets at. Cape Dia- 
mond. . Thefe are foon cut, with: the faws,’ and the oe- 
neral pulls them down with. his own hands. ..He enters 
with bis aid de camp Mr. M‘Pherion, Mr, Antill the 
engineer, capt, Cheefeman, and: the »carpenters, «As 
they are entering, their guides forfake them; which alarms 
the general and other officers, who .are unacquainted 


with 
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with the pafs and fituation of the enemy's artillery. 7275 


‘They however prefs on. The general obferving that 
the troops do not follow with {pirit, calls out “* Fie! 
for fhame! fhall the New York troops defert the caule 
‘a the critical moment? Will you not follow when your 
general leads? Pufh. on brave boys, Quebec is ours.” 
‘A: few aét with refolution, advance, and attack the guar 
koufe, when the enemy give a difcharge of grape {hot 
from their cannon, and of {mall arms ; which occalions 
the fall of the general, his aid de camp, capt. Cheeie- 
man and others, The firing from the guard houfe ceates, 
by the enemy’s quitting their poft, and the opportunity 
offers for the affailants to puth forward with fuccels. 
But the deputy quarter matter general, Campbell, with 
the rank of a colonel, aflumes the command ; and not. 
being equal to the fpecial fervice of the moment, un- 
happily orders a retreat, which takes place, and the 
wounded are carried off to the camp. i 

Come we now to col. Arnold’s divifion, which is or- 
dered to proceed in the following manner, viz. a heu- 
tenant and thirty men are to march in front as an ad- 
vanced guard; then the artillery company with a field 
piece mounted on a fal; after that the main body, of 
which capt. Morgan’s company 1s firft. The advanced 
party is to open, when near the battery railed upon a 
wharf, which the affailants are obliged to attack in their 
way ; and when the field piece has given them a fhot 
or two, the advanced party are to rufh forward with 
the ladders, and force the battery, while capt, Morgan’s 
company are to march round the wharf, if poffible, on 
the ice. But the fnow being deep, the picce of artil- 
jery is brought on yery flowly;.and 1s finally obliged to 
ici | : be 
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r775. be left behind.» The’ main’ body alfo aré led wrong. 


There is no road, the way is dark and intricate, among 


{tores,’ houfes, boats and wharfs; and they are haraffed 


at the fame'time with a conftant fire of the enemy from 


the walls, which kills and wounds numbers, without. 


their being able in the leaft to annoy them. ‘The field 
piéce not’ coming’-up, the advanced party with capt. 
Moregan’s ‘ company~ attack the battery, fome firing 
into the port-holes, or kind of embrafures, while others 
fcale ‘the battery with jadders, and immediately take 
pofieffion of it and of thé cuard confifting of thirty men. 
This attack is executed with fuch ‘difpatch, that ‘the 
enemy difcharge only one of their:cannon. One or two 


men are loft on each fide.’ Colonel Arnold receives a 


wound in one of his legs with a mufket ‘ball, and is’ 
carried to the general hofpital. When'the prifoners are 
taken care of, and a few men come up (which is in 


about half an hour) the men attempt the next barrier, 


but cannot foree it, as the main body 1s fome time be- 
fore it can ‘arrive, occafioned by the before-mentioned 
obftacles. ‘The enemy moreover, having the opportu- 
nity, from’ the retreat of Montgomery’s divifion after 
his fall, turn their whole force Bnd attention upon this, 
fo that before it can attempt. the fecond barrier, the af. 
failed get fuch a number of men behind the barrier and 
in the houfes, that the affailants are furrounded with a 
fire from treble their number,’ and find it impoffible to 
force it, the former being under cover, while the latter 
are quite expofed: here they lofe fome brave officers 
and men. What adds to their’ embarrafiment, they 
fail of being’ aided by a company of their comrades, 
who were’ quartered onthe north fidé of the river St. 
oe | C harles, 
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Charles, and not having notice in feafon, in endeavour- 1775+ 


ing to join the main body, are furprifed and moftly 
taken prifoners, by a party, who make a fortie through 
palace gate. They who are near the fecond barrier, at 
length take poflefiion of fome houfes, and from them 
keep up a conftant fire for fome time; but as the party, 
which fallied out of palace gate, comes upon the rear 
of the affailants, and the number of thefe is greatly lef- 
fened by killed and wounded, it is thought beft to re- 
treat to the firft battery. This they do with the greateft 
part of their men, where upon a confultation of officers 
prefent, it is the unanimous opinion, that a further re- 
treat is impracticable, They maintain their ground tll 
ten o’clock, and all hope of relief being over, are at laft 
obliged to furrender prifoners of war, with great re- 
Juctance. : | 

By the beft account that can be obtained at prefent, 
they have loft in killed and wounded about a hundred 
one captain and two lieutenants killed-——col. Arnold, 
two captains, two li¢utenants, and a brigade major, 
wounded. The lofs of the general’s divifion is, the ge- 


neral, his aid, capt. Cheefeman, and half a {core pri- . 


yates killed, befide the wounded. The general was 
fhot through both his thighs and his head. His body 

was taken up the next day: an elegant coffin was pre- 

pared, and he was decently interred the Thurfday after, 

We are told, that when his body was taken up his fea« 

tures were not in the leaft diftorted; but his countenance 
appeared regular, ferene and placid—like the foul that 
had lately animated it. . The general was tall and flen- 
der, well limbed, of eafy, graceful and manly addrefs. 

‘He had the voluntary love, efteem and confidence. of 
: the 
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377% the whole army. He was of a good family in Ireland, 
and ferved with reputation in the late war with France. 
His excellent qualities and difpofition procured him an 
uncommon fhare of private affeCtion—his. abilities of 
public efteem. His death is confidered as a greater 
lof to the Amerian caufe, than all the others with which 
it was accompanied. | dle 

When the continental troops had collected after the 
unfuccefsful attack on Quebec, there was a difpute who 
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{hould command, and whether it was advifable to raife 
the fiege, or tarry until a reinforcement fhould arrive. 


[eee 


A council of war agreed, that col. Arnold fhould com- 
| mand, and fhould continue the fiege, or rather the 
blockade, which was accordingly done, apparently at =| 
no fmall rifk, as they had not many more than ‘four 
| hundred men fit for duty. But they retired about three 

1) miles from the city, and pofted themfelves advantage- 

i oufly*. After mentioning, that the prifoners made in 

the attempt to furprife Montreal have been fent to Great 

Britain, ‘and col, Allen im trons, fet us return to Bofton i 

and its environs. vet rie | f | 
Feb. About four in the morning, a party from the caftle 
4 under col. Leflie joined another, amounting to about 
five hundred, fent over the ice to Dorchefter: Neck by 
gen. Howe. “They burnt aboutyhalf a dozen houfes; 
but the general’s fcheme failed»: He had been: up the 


mt! 


whole night, getting ready for an attack with a large 
body of troops. He expected, that the burning of the 
houfes would’ occafion fuch an alarm, as to put the 
American officers upon fending from Roxbury lines a 
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® Colonel Meigs’s manufcripts, and Dr, Linp’s letter, have fur- 
nifhed moft of the above particulars, : 
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large reinforcement, and thereby giving him an advan- 1776s 


tageous opportunity of attacking them; but at day 
break, he found their men as ufual at their alarm pofts, 
fo that he declined it. The ftrength of the ice having 
been tried in one place, and the froft continuing, gen. 
Wathington was defirous of embracing the feafon for 
pafling over it, from Cambridge fide into Bofton. He 
laid before a council of war the following queftion : 
« A ftroke well aimed at this critical yun¢ture, may put 
a final period to the war, and reftore peace and. tran- 
quillity fo much to be wifhed for, and therefore whe- 
ther, part of Cambridge and Roxbury bays being frozen 
over, a general affault fhould not be made on Bofton °” 
Gen. Ward oppofed the idea, faying, “ the attack mult 
be made with a view of bringing on an engagement, or 
of driving the enemy out of Bofton, and either end 
will be anfwered much ‘better by poffefling Dorchetter 
heights.” Gen. Gates was alfo again{t it. The com- 
mander in chief was evidently for it. He did not ap- 
pear enough fenfible of the importance of Dorchefter 
heights ; and probably confided too much in the cou- 
rage and perfeverance of the continental troops and mi- 
litia. When the votes were called for, the majority 
were againft the attack. The commander in chief could 
not refrain from fhowing, that he was greatly diflatished. 
But a negative being put on the queftion, the next point 
to be confidered was, whether they fhould poflefs them~ 
{elves of Dorchefter heights, with a view of drawing the 
enemy out. This was agreed upon; and the conduct- 
‘ing off the bufinefs was left wholly to gen. W ard, who 
with generals Thomas and Spencer, commanded on that 
quarter. They had been for fome time collecting fat. 
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1775 cines, gabions, &c¢. unknown to gen. Wafhington, in 


26. 


expeétation that the fame would be wanted for this pur- 
pofe. Had they not practifed fuch forefight, it is to be 
much doubted whether they could have been in fuffi- 
cient forwardnefs. The militia, which were called for. 
from the New England colonies to affift in fome grand 
operation meant to be undertaken between the firft of 
February and the end of March, collected apace; but 
the want of arms was prodigious. 
carried on with the utmoft expedition ; that fo the heights 
might be occupied as foon as poffible. The defign was 
no fecret, and many were fearful, that gen. Howe would 
fecure them before the Americans; but he could. not 
fpare a fufficient force for the purpofe. Not only fo, 
but there was neither water nor covering upon the 
heights ; and had a corps been employed by him to gain 
the poffeffion ef them, it would have been in danger 
of being furrounded, of having its communication cut 
off, and of being obliged to furrender, in lefs than twen- 
ty-four hours, through the feverity of the weather. . 
The Americans had got forty-five batteaus, each ta 
carry eighty men, and two floating batteries, ftationed 
at the mouth of Cambridge river; by the help of thefe, 
they meant to rufh into the weft of Bofton, fhould the 
enemy make a ferious affair of Dorchefter.. A council 
of war was called to fix the time for going upon the 
heights. The quarter mafter general, col.. Mifflin, was 
fummoned to the council for the firft time. He went 


prepoffeffed in favor of the night of March the 4th, a 


friend having reminded him, that probably the»yaction 
would be the next day; and that it would have a won- 
derful effect upon the fpirits of the New Englanders, to 


we tell 
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of March, and avenge yourfelves for the maffacre at 
Botton.” . When required to give his opinion, he {fpake 
in favor of the aforementioned night, and fupported 


it in oppofition to the contrary fentiment of gen. Gates,.. 


Egor 


fell them when about engaging —‘* Remember the fifth 1776, 


who for fome reafons deemed it an improper time, 


After a debate, it was carried for that night by a ma- 
jority of one. It was concluded, that feveral regiments 
of militia from the neighbouring towns, fhould march 
in, and do duty for a few days on the lines of Dorchef- 
ter and Roxbury. Among other preparations which 
had been making againft the-day of action, the doctors, 
furgeons, mates, &c. had been preparing two thoufand 
bandages for broken legs, arms, and dangerous wounds, 
Though this circumftance was well known in camp, the 
men did not appear daunted at the idea of the horrid 
carnage it imparted. There was a ipirit of animation 
among them, intimating a ftrong defire of: coming to 
blows with the enemy. To conceal the defign: of. the 
Americans, and to divert the enemy’s attention, a very 


heavy fervice.of cannon and. mortars began to play upon yy, 


the town, between ten and eleven, on Saturday night, 
from Cobble-hill, Lechmere’s-point, and Lamb’s-dam, 
a. fortified battery. at Roxbury. The firing was conti-« 


nued all that, and the two fucceeding nights. ‘The. 


firft, night, two feven inch, and one ten inch, and the 
congrefs mortar burft ; the laft after fring twice-or thrice. 
Till the Saturday night, the enemy did not believe tha 

the continentals had fo many warlile inftruments. But 
Mr. Flenry Knox, who: was gnanimoully elected by cons 
erefs colonel of the tegiment of artillery the 17th of 
Hit November, ‘had been to Tyconderoga, and brought 
* from 
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from thence and Crown Point, acrofs the lakes, while 
frozen fufficient to bear cannons, mortars and howitzers, 
‘to the number of fifty and better. Shells 8c. they had 
got from the king’s {tore at New York, and out of the 
ordnance brig. ‘The cannonade and bombardment did 
little damage, only fhattered fome houfes and hurt a 
ew foldiers. 

All things being ready on the Monday; as foon as 
the evening admits, the expedition goes forward. “Ihe 
covering party of 800 men lead the way; then come 
the carts with the intrenching tools; after them the maim 
working body of about 1200 under gens Thomas: 2 
train of more than joo carts, loaded with fafcines, hay 
in bundles of 7 or 800 weight, &c. clofe the martial 
proceffion. The bundles of hay are defigned for Dor- 
chefter Neck, which is very low, and expofed to be 
raked by the enemy ; and are to be Jaid on the fide next 
to them, to cover the Americans in paffing and repaf- 
fing. Every man knows his place and bufinefs. ‘The 
covering party, when upon the ground, divides; half 
goes to the point neareft to Bofton, the other to that 
next to the caftle. All poffible filence is obferved. But 
there is no occafion to order the whips to be taken from 
the waggoners, left their impatience, and the difficulty 
of the roads fhould induce them to make ufe of them, 
and occafion analarm*. The whips ufed by the drivers 


ef thefe ox-carts, are not formed for making much, 


noifeé, and can give no alarm at a diftance. The men 


jn driving their oxen commonly make moft noife with 


: their voices; and now a regard to their own falery die 


* See the ani de Chaftelleaux’s Trayels in ‘North Americas 
“ol. il. p.-275. , 
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on, ina whifpering note. There are no bad roads. to 
require an exertion; for the froft having been of. long 
continuance,.they are fo hard frozen, as to, be quite 
good. The-wind lies to carry what noife cannot be 
avoided ‘by’ driving the ftakes and picking »againit the 
ground, (fill frozen above eighteen inches: A in. many 
places) into the harbour. between the,town and the cattle, 
fo that it cannot be heard and regarded by any who have 
no fufpicion of what is. carrying on, efpecially as there 
is a continued cannonade-on ,both fides. Many of the 
carts make three trips, fome four; for a vaft quantity 
of materials has been collected, efpecially. chandeliers 
and fafcines.. By ten o’clock at night the troops have 
raifed two forts, one upon each hill, fufficient to defend. 
them from fimall arms. and. grape thot. The,night. is 


remarkably mild, a finer for working could not have. 


been feleéted out of the three hundred and fixty-five. 
They continue, working with the, utmoit {pirit,; tall, re- 
lieved the Tuefday morning about,three. It is fo hazy 
below the heights, that the men cannot be feen, though 
it is a bright moon-light, night above on the, hills, «Jt 
is fome time after day break before the minifterialifts in 
Bofton can clearly difcern the new erected forts. They 
loom to great advantage, and are thought to be. much 
larger, than is really the cafe. General Howe is afto- 
nifhed upon feeing what has been done; foratches his 
head, and is heard to fay, 1 know not what I fhall 


do ; she rebels have done more in one night, than my 
whole army would have done in months.” “The admi- 


ral informs him, that if the Americans poftefs thofe 


heights, he cannot keep one of.his majefty’s ay in the 
MOL. dike ee O | ~ harbour. 
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tates to. them, to fpeak to,their cattle, as they move 177 
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1776. harbour. A council of war determines to va a 


jodging them. 

General Wafhington has fettled his plan of ee 
and offence. Bofton is {0 furrounded on every land fide 
by neighbouring hills, that nothing can take. place on 
the wharfs or next to the water, but it may be noted by : 
the help of glaffes.. Proper fignals having been agreed 
on, by means of the hills, hich are in view one of 
another, intelligence can be conveyed inftantly from 


-Dorchefter heights: to Roxbury, and from Roxbury to 


‘Cambridge, and fo the reverfe. This mode of com- 
municating information is the {peedieft and fafeft. Gen. 
Wafhington’s plan is, in cafe any number of the enemy 
leave Bofton to attack the heights and are defeated, to 
communicate fuch defeat by the proper fignal, when 
#4000 provincials are to crofs over from Cambridge fide, 
and attempt the town in the confufion that the regulars 
‘will be under. The boats aré prepared, and the men 
paraded ready to embark. Gen. Sullivan commands 
the firft divifion, and gen. Greene the fecond. Gen. 
Heath objected to the command when offered, and re- 
mains in perfect fafety with the troops left in Cambridge. 
The whole force which the commander in chief now 
has, including all the militia, is not much fhort of 
20,000. wt ) 
‘All is-hurry and buttle ; in Bofton. Gen. Howe orders - 
the ladders in. town to be cut to ten feet lengths, that 
they may be fit for fealing. A large body of troops 
hre to embark on board the tranfports, and to proceed 
down the harbour, with a view of landing in the hollow , 
between the. furtheft of the two fortified hills and the 
caftle. The. men are poe as by: one, - ‘at: whofe 
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door they are drawn up before embarking, to look in 177% 


general, pale and dejected ; and are heard to fay, Te 
will be another Bunket’s-hill affair or worfe”—they have’ 
_ adopted the prevailing miftake of Bunker’s for Breed’s= 


hill, Some fhow great refolution, and boaft of what 


| they will do with the rebels. When thefe troops, amount- 
| ing to about 2000, and defigned to be under the com: 
mand of lord Percy, are upon the wharfs, and paffing © 
_ in the boats to the tranfports, the Ameriéans expéét they » 
_afe- intended for an immediate attack, clap their hands» 
| for joy, and wifh them to come or. Gen. Wafhington 
happens at that inftant to be on one of the heights ; 
_ thinks with his men; and fays to-thofe who are at hand, 
— Remember it is the fifth of March, and avenge the © 
| death of your brethren.” It is inftantly afked by fuch - 
as are not near enough to hear~— What fays the genes 
ral?” His words are given in anfwer. They. fly ae 
‘ran to man through all the troops upon the fpot, and. 
add fuel to the martial fire already kindled, and burna * 
ing with uncommon intenfenefs. T he furrounding hills © 
and elevations about Bofton, affording a fecure view of 
_ the ground on which the contending parties are expects 
ed to engage, aré alive with the numerous fpectators~ 
that throng them. A more interefting and bloody.fcene 

is apprehended to be juft upon commencing, than what. 


pr efented at Charleftown. T hey wait, as do the troops, 
officers atid privates, the morning th ough} and till far 
into the afternoon, when they are convinced of the tide’s 


being fo far ebbed, that no attack can be made by gen. 


Howe on the Tuefday, which indeed is not his intena 


tion, for he is preparing to do it on the Wednefday.. 
: Fhe + Sa so dewn inthe evening toward the caftle,s 
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a floating battery is alfo towed down, but the wind 1s: 


unfavorable, and before they reach their deftination blows, 


up: freth, and forces three of the veflels afhore on Go-. 
vernor’s]flands/A ‘f{torm fueceeds: at night, fuch as 
few réernember ever to have heard; and toward morh- 
ing it rains exceffively hard. | 


The defign of gen. Howe was hereby fruftrated, and. 


a deal of bloodfhed providentially prevented. A coun- 


cil of war was called in the morning, and agreed to_ 


evacuate the town as foon as poffible. The time that 
had been gained by the Americans for {trenethening 


their works, before any attempt could be now made. 


upon them, took away all hope of fuccels ; which would 
have been more precarious than expected, by reafon of. 
col. Mifflin’s having advifed: to, and provided a large 
number of bartels, filled with. ftones, gravel and. fand, 
that were placed round the works, to be rolled down 
and break the lines of any hoftile advancing troops, 
when afcending the hills. He 1s entitled to much 
praife for all his exertions, and particularly for, his ‘con- 
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duét on this occafion. There was a full fupply of teams . : 


and other requifites for the fervice; and though the men» 


were for a while without cover, and fuffered. from. the 
rain and cold; yet before Thurfday evening he had a 
number of barracks up; they having been framed. be- 
forehand, and brought upon the ground on Monday 


night. ‘There was a general hurry and confufion in Bof- | 


ten; both troops and, tories were as. buly as poffible in 


preparing, to quit the town, and. to carry off all they 


could of their military ftores and valuable effects. “Lhe 
| number of tranfports and veffels was fhort. of what were 


Howe 


wanted. . In the beginning -of laf November, gen- 
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Elowe received’a letter from lord Dartmouth, advifing 1776 


to the evacuation of Bofton, and the removal of his — 


troops to New York. He excufed himfelf by pleading 
he had not fufficient fhippine. . He was -now obliged to 
evacuate with fewer. | ny eG 

A flag was fent out from the felect men, acquainting 
gen. Wafhington with the intention of the troops, and 
that gen. Howe was difpofed to leave the town ftand~ 
ing, provided he could retire uninterrupted by the coun- 
try. Gen. Wafhington brought himfelf under. no: obli- 
gation; but expreffed himfelf in words, which adiit- 
ted of a favorable conftruétion, and intimated his good 
wifhes for the towns-people. He was at a lofs to know 
where it was that gen. Howe intended going ; and though 
saclined to believe it was Halifax, yet to guard againft 
the evil of a miftake,: while the Britifh were preparing 
to be gone, he fent off the mfiemen by land to New 
York, to affift in fecuring that city. | 

General Howe ifued a proclamation, ordering all 
woollen and line, goods to be delivered to Crean Brufh 
efa; be they in whofe hands they might. Sundry fhops; 
belonging to perfons in the country, were broke open, 
and all the goods, of whatever fort or kind, taken out 
by the faid Brufh, and put on board flip to be con- 
veyed away. ‘The next day fhops were {tripped by him 
of all their goods, though the owners were in town. 
There was a licentious plundering of fhops, ftores and 
dwelling houfes, by foldiers .and failors, carrying de- 


- “ftruétion wherever they went ; what they coula,not carry 


away, they deftroyed. The next day the fame fcenes 
-were renewed, though exprefsly forbid in orders, and 
the euilty threatened with death, if detected in that or 
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firing a-houfe. "The ftreets were barricaded:in. different 
parts of the,town,’ and difpofitions made,, as though the 
troops would -foon. take their. departure... . Stores, Sze. 
were plundered. by. failors from the : {hips of war; led by 
their officers. under pretence of orders from the admi- 
ral, Proclamation was made by the crier for every in- 
habitant to-keep to his houfe from eleven o’clock in the 
morning till night; left they fhould annoy the troops 
in their “intended embarkation; but the wind coming 
about to eaft, they moftly:returned to their barracks again, 
The: troops waiting only for a fair wind to embarks 
had little elfe to ftudy but mifchief, which they prac- 
tifed to a great degree; by breaking open ftores and 
tofling the contents, being private property, into the 
dock; deftroying the furniture of every: houfe they could 
get into, and otherwife committing every kind of wan- 
tonnefs, which difappointed malice could fuggeft 

A breaft work was difcovered to be thrown up by the 
Américans ‘at Nook’s-hill on Dorchefter peninfula, 
which from its proximity; had an entire command of 
Bofton Neck and the fouth end of the town—a work 
which the king’s troops had moft fearfully dreaded. In 
confequence of it, they began to embark at four o’clock 
in the morning, and were-all on board. and under fail 
_ before ten *, When itowas certain that they were quite 
gone, fearch was made,’ for fear of what might be, and 
. fires were difcovered in feveral'houfes {fo circumitanced 


as to intimate a defign of fettinge them on fire, which — 


was happily fruftrated, Nothing but’ prevailing es 


_ ‘+ Moft of the aboye from March the Sixth, is pene from the ma- 
Satin journal of a gentleman who continued i in Bolton, while i in the 
hands of the Britifh generals; 


9 ae ie 


AMERICAN REVOLU TION, 


L 99° 


dice will impute fuch defign to any other than fome un- 17768 


principled privates; though an officer. of rank - was’ 
ftronely fufpected of having plundered under an official 
character, and of having’ connived at the rafcally con- 
duct of fimaller villains: What fo haftened the Britifh: 
upon a fight of the works on Nook’s-hill, was probably 
an apprehenfion, that the Americans would poffefs them- 
{elves of Noddle’s Ifland, and by ereéting batteries at 
both places; enclofe the harbour with the fire of their 
cannon.’ When the king’s troops withdrew from Charlef- 
town, they left: fentries ftanding as ufual with their fire- 
locks fhouldered ; but it was foon fufpected what regi- 
ment they belonged to, and that they were only effigies 


fet there by the flying enemy. It appears by one vee 


the orderly books which was left behind, that their force 
was 75755 exclufive of the ftaff; fo that with the ma-~ 
rines and failors, Howe might have been confidered as 
:0,000 ftrong, had it not been for the mutual jealoufies 
which took place between the army and navy. » 3 

The difficulties which the troops were under, from. 
being fo unexpectedly obliged to evacuate Bofton, were 
much increafed by the.numbers who were under the ne- 
ceffity of removing with them. Many who were difaf- 
feéted to the American caufe had. fled there with their 
families for fafety ; befide thefe, there were not a few of 
the old inhabitants, who concluded ‘it was far more pru- 
dent for them to withdraw than remain, Both together, 
with their families, made up fome~ hundreds, and wit': 
their effects encumbered the tranfports ; to which m* 
be added thé plunder taken from the town, confiftic® 
of furniture and various other articles of a bulky natu: *; 
The fuddennefsof the evacuation. prevented an ap) >" 
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4776 cation to’ Halifax. for a fupply of fhipping» to leffen: the 


18, 


embarrafiments.,, When the fleet got down ‘to King: 


and, Nantafket, roads, they remained there feveral-days, 
and, during that/period;.burnt the block-houfe and bar- 
racks ‘on. Gaftle, Ifand,) blowed up and. demolifhed the 
fortifications; but they: did» not undertake to carry off 
the cannon, and,;only attempted rendering them unfer- 
viceable, - which was, effected as to feveral. | 
GenerakWafhington was -foon acquainted with the 
evacuation of the town, when meafures were taken to 
preferve the, peace and order of it, by placing guards 
and giving directions as to the admiffion: of perfons into 
The) day of evacuating, being the fabbath,, was in 


Mar. favor of regularity. On the Monday his excellency fent. 
off five regiments under gen, Heath, After marching 
about.a hundred. miles, they embarked. and, went from 


New. London through the Sound to (New: York»by wa- 
ter. The reft, excepting :afew. which were-left:in Bof- 
ton, took the fame ysoute,,/when the fleet, put-to’ fea, 


The American army was,well, fupplied with flour,.while» 
in the neighbourhood of,-Bofton,, without-any particular. 


interruption, owing to capt. Wallace’s having been or- 
dered to cruife about Rhode Ifand, inftead.of off New 
London... Confequently ‘the flour for the army, alway 
got fafe from New. York-or elfewhere to .New LLondon,, 


from thence to. Norwich, and. then by land to the place. 
of deftination. About a week after the evacuation, the 


Britith fleet failed, as was foon known, for Halifax ; but 
commodore Banks was left with two or three men of 
war to protect the veffels that fhould arrive from Great 


Britain or Ireland; fome of which will undoubtedly be » 


taken notwithftanding fuch precaution. . It was but 
. three 
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thee, days before the.evacuation, that capt. Manly took 1778: 


a tranfport, of 400 tons burden, laden withspeas, pota- 
toes, pork, four crout, and ten packages of medicine. ” 
_.When admiffion into Bofton-was allowed, the Ame- 
rican troops were very defirous of feeing the town. Many 
of them came from inland places, and were never-in a 
fea-port; their. curiofity was much excited on a variety 


of accounts. But the fmall-pox was in feveral parts of 


it; and therefore they only, who were paft the diforder, 
were to be admitted. . Such however was the defire of 
numbers, that they were guilty of a deception, to obtain 
entrance. The thought of being liable to catch the dil- 
temper would have terrified them in the’ higheft degree 
a littlé while back; but to eratify a different’ paffion, 
they fuppreffed their fears, which might operate for the 
preventing of: their taking the infection. . The works 
ofithe enemy naturally engaged their attention.. Theie, 
by judicious perfons who, have furveyed them, are ac- 
knowledged to be excellent, and every one is convinced, 


that it would have been a moft hazardous attempt to’ 


have endeavoured forcing them. 

_ General Wafhineton appointed perfons to procure an 
account, and to take care of the articles which the 
Britifh troops left behind. Befide others, there were at 
the Caftle Iffand and Bofton, 250 pieces of cannon, 


great and {mall, more than half of which may be ren-_ 
dered ferviceable by the aids of ingenuity : the heavieft 


have been the leaft injured—four thirteen and a half inch 


_ mortars, two of them with their beds weighing five 
tons each—2,500 chaldron of fea coal—25,000 bufhels 


of wheat—2,300 bufhels of :barley—600 bushels of 
Oats-—100 jars of oil, containing a barrel each—and 150: 
hortes, 
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Some of the ordnance were throw: into’ the 
water ; but the Americans will recover them. The yoy 
of the inhabitants, whether fuch as remained in town or 
withdrew for perfonal fecurity, upon finding themfelves 
reftored. to the fafe and peaceable enjoyment of their an- 
cient richts, freed from what they deemed an odious ty~ 
rannical authority, in: a-fituation to triumph over the 
difgrace of their enemies;:and with the profpect of fpeedy 
relief from the diftrefles which they had been under for: 
many tedious months—that joy is more eafily conceived 
than exprefied.. . They received the commander in chief 
with every mark of refpect and gratitude, which could 
be-fhown to:a deliverer. 

At his-excellency’s requeft, Dr. Elliot sin a 
chanlefbiving: fermon onthe opening afrefh of the Thurf~ 
day’s le€ture. That you may not be at the trouble of 
turning to your Bible, take his text in manufcript, 
«Look upon Zion the city of our folemnities: thine’ 
eyes fhall fee Jerufalem 4 quiet habitation, a tabernacle 
that fhall not-be taken down: not one of the ftakes? 
thereof fhall ever be removed, neither fhall-any ef ‘the 
cords thereof be.broken.” When you are minded’to 
examme the context, look for chap. xxxiil. 20; of Haiahé 
Ehe general andia number of officers attended. A din- 
ner. was:provided for his excellency and other gentlemen 
inypublic and private life. Theday after the lecture, the 
Mafiachufett’s council and houfe of reprefentatives com- 
plimented eae adédrefs. They took notice,. 
among-many. other things, of his attentiom to the civil’ 
conititution . of the colony; of the: regard he had: alway’ 
fhown. for ‘the -lives-and health of thofe under his com-* 
mand; of his having attended to the prefervation of 
their. 
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their-metropolis,:in: the quiet poffefiion of -which they #776 


now were; without that effufion of blood: they to much 
wifhed: to avoid... When- they expreffed. their, good 
withes for: him at the clofe, they began with, « May 
you {till go. on,. approved: by: heaven, revered. by all 
- good men,.and dreaded. by thofe. tyrants who claim: their 
fellow men as their property” —and finifhed with, “ May 
future generations in the peaceful'enjoyment of that free- 
dom, the exercife of which. your fword fhall have efta- 
blifhed, raife the richeft and moft lafting monuments ta 
the name of a Wafbington.” Tis aniwer was proper, 
moderate, and becoming his fituation. It will be to his 
honor to mention, that. in private converfation, he-exs 
preffed himfelf to. this purpofe: “ The recovery. OF 
Bofton, by the fpeedy flight of the enemy, is more fatiis 
factory than a victory gained at the expence of much 
blood-fhed.” When he fent off an exprefs to Lord 
Stirling at New York, he wrote, * Gen. Howe abans 
doned Bofton without deftroying it. The town is ina 


much better fituation, and lefs injured than I expected; - 


from the. reports I had-received; though to be fure, it is 
much damaged, and many houfes defpoiled of ther 
valuable furniture” The following anecdote of the ge- 
neral may be:acceptable. A gentleman who hadvheard 
the Rev. Mr. Davis relate, that col. Wafhington had 
mentioned—he knewxof no mufic. fo- pleafing as. the 
whiftling of bullets ;- being alone: in converfation. with: 
him! at Gambridge, afked. him. whether it was: as had 
been related; the: general anfwered——“ If I faid fo,. it 
was when-I was young.” Let us take a tranfient notice 
of ‘the hardfhips experienced by the Bofton inhabitants, 
whether they remained in the town, or withdrew fron 
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#776 it, and refided elfewhere till the evacuation. Notwith- 
{tanding the univerfal profeffion of patriotifm, advan- 
tages were too generally taken for oppreffing them, by 
extravagant charges. A fenfible writer juftly. cenfured 
fuch proceedings in the Conneéticut gazette; andcom- 
plained, that the refugees were obliged to pay far higher 
rents for houfes than ufual, and in forne inftances dou- 
ble. The greateft fufferings of thofe who remained, 
arofe from the want of fuel and frefh provifions, not to 
mention fuch as-refulted from the prefence of the Britifh 
army and navy. Freth provifions were not alway to be 
had, and were moftly too dear for the lower clafs to 
obtain; but at length the rations of the foldiers were fo 
plentiful, that by the aid of thefe and arrivals from Eu- 
rope, they that remained in the town had a tolerable 
fupply of pork, peas, falt-butter, fweet-oil and bread, 
at a moderate price. But the intenfe cold of thé feafon 
rendered the want of fuel extremely grievous. Fami- 
lies, which had been accuftomed to’plenty, were obliged 
to burn with the moft fparing hand, and to fave by going 
to their beds very early, and leaving them as late. Many 
kept to them in the fharpeft weather, other than as they 
got up to drefs their victuals and eat their meals. Num- 
bers, to fupply the want of fuel, pulled up the floors of 
their houfes, the ftairs, and whatever offered. The 
wooden buildings, taken down by order of gén. Howe, 
were appropriated to the ufe of the royal refugees. It 
was as much charity to the poorer inhabitants to admit 
them to a fmall fire, as to furnifh them with victuals. 
You mutt recolle& the hard frofts you have ‘in Britain, 
once in a great number of years, to conceive of what 
perfons muft endure through ty want of fuel, from the 
ot 
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lone continued frofts of this country. The houfes which 177+ 
the Britith officers inhabited while in Bofton, were gene- 
rally left in good condition ;. but afterward much da- 
maged when tenanted by the Americans, whofe ftile of 
life did not lead them to pay attention to neatnefs and 


elegance. | : | 

New York, moft..probably, is-henceforward to be the 
erand fcene of .aétion. . Gen. Lee has left the city fome 
time, and.is gone. to the fouthward.’ While there, he 
took care to remove the good. cannon on the battery, , 
and at the king’s ftore, amounting ‘to about a hundred, . 
to a place of fafety; a third of them are. thirty-two 
pounders. . He alfo drew up another. tremendous oath 
to be adminiftered to the tories, and fent capt. Sears 
over to Queen’s county with it: which led congrefs to 
refolve, “ That no oath by way of teft be impoled upon, , 


exacted, or required of any of the inhabitants of thefe 
colonies, by any military officer.”. In many of the ftreets 
of the city there are breaft-works, ‘barricado’s, &c. and 
more are making, together with forts in abundance. 
“A@twual fervice began in the colony. A Britifh floop fent April 


bal 


her. boat afhore on Staten Ifland to get water, and a. 
party of riflemen took the boat and crew prifoners. 
The firing between the floop and the riflemen lafted all 
: 1S en U Pp , 

day. .The city, in a week’s time, was thronged with 
aye y g 
provincials ; and it might be concluded, that the envi-. 
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rons. were not very fafe from fo, undifciplined a mult- 
tude; but there are few inftances of fo great a number 
of troops being together with fo little mifchief done by 
them. However as they (efpecially the Connecticut fol- 
diers, whom fome pronounce the dirtieft people on the 
continent) are not. particularly attentive to cleanlinefs, 

the 
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1776- the owners of the houfés where they are quartered, if, 
they ever set pofleffion of them, mutt be years in clean-' 
ine them, unlefs they get new floors, and new plaifter’ 
the walls. Gov. Tryon has loft his credit with the ¢iti-: 
zens, and is now {poken of with contempt and difguft. - 
The governor. of Virginia, Lord Dunmore, was “ne 
lefs popular than Tryon at one time; but. is at length 
as little refpected by the Virginians as the other is by the 
New Yorkers. The meafures he has continued to pur- 
fue, have only increafed, inftead of diminifhing the ge— 
neral refentment. We left him on board fhip off Nor- 
folk, on the 14th of December, and col. Robert Howe 
in poffeffion of the town. The Liverpool frigate arrived 
from Great Britain. Soon after, the captain fent a flag 
of truce, and demanded to be informed whether his’ 
majelty’s fhips of war would be fupplied from the fhore 
with provifions: the reply was in the negative; and the’ 
fhips in the harbour being continually annoyed. by the” 
riflemen from behind the buildings and warehoufes on” 
the wharfs, it was determined to diflodge them byde-' 
-ftroying the fame. - Previous noticé was given, that the 
women, children, and other innocent perfons,. might 
Jan. remove from the danger. ‘The entrance of the hew 
year was fignalized at four o’clock in the morning, by a 
violent cannonade from the -Livetpool, two floops: of 
war, and the governor’s armed fhip the Dunmore; fe- 
conded by partie$ of failors and marines, who landed » 
aid fired thé houfés next the water. Where buildings 
inftead of being covered with'tile, flate, or lead, are co- 
vered with fhingles, (thin- light. pieces of fir or cedar, 
half a yard in length, and ‘about fix inches broad) Jet: 
the ‘wind be ever fo moderate, they “will; upon (ae : 
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fired, ‘beilikely to commiicate the conflagration toa 1776, 


diftance, fhould the weather bei dry; by ‘the * lighted 
burning fhingles being driven bythe force of the flames 
to the tops of other ‘houfes. \>Thus' ic happened: here ; 
andimoft.of the town was deftroyed. . Col. howe, by 
his pofitive orders and: prefence; did ‘all he could to-extin= 
guiifh the! fires but in vain. It is not’ improbable, ‘that 
fome of the foldiersand negroes, regardle{s iof all orders; 
inftead of extinguifhing, ufed <all--their. endeavours. to 
fpread the ‘flames; and thoughr:themfelves’ juftifieds 
upon the'principleofthe property’s belonging to perfons 
inimical. tothe: liberties ‘of America. A. part’ of the 
town efcaped; the owners weré moftly whigs. Their 
houfes however, were afterward valued, and then burnt 
by the direction of the ruling civil authority. Thus 
the whole town was reduced to afhes, thatthe enemy 
might have ‘no fhelter, fhould they be inclined to efta- 
blith a poft on the fpot.’ A few men were killed and 
wounded on both fides at the burning of Norfolk, the 
moft populous’and confiderable town for commerce of 
any in the colony. : {t contained about 6000 inhabitants, 
and. many in affluent citcumftances. ~The whole lofs is 
eftimated at more than three hundred thoufand pound 
fterling. - Howéver urgent the neceflity, it-was an odious 
bufinefs for-a'governor to be himfelf-a’ principal actor 
in burning and deftroying the bef town in his govern- 
ment. ‘The Americans afterward cut off every poffible 
refource’ from the fhips, burat and deftroyed the houfes 
and plantations within reach of the water; and obliged 
the people, chiefly royalifts, to remove with their cattle 
and: provifions further into the country. The horrid 


diftrefies ers upon numbers: of innocent perfons by ‘ 
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3776. thefe operations, muft pain the feelings th all who are 
not hardened by a party fpirit, vo) De Lib 
Governor Martin demands our next attention! Though 
he wasiobliged to take refuge onboard) afhip of: war; 
he contemplated the redhidtion of: North Carolinai to 
_ royal. obedience. | ‘He had: béen informed; that a fquad 
dron of mien of war, with feven regiments, under the 
conduct of Sir Peter Parker and lord:Cofnwallis, were’ 
to leave Ireland on .an’expedition ta ithe fouthern pro- 
vinces in the-beginning:of thie year, and that North. Ca- 
rolina was their firft; if not. principal objects. He knew 
alfo that gen. Clintons» swith » {mall detachment, was-on 
his way to-meet them ’at-Gape-Fear. ~ -He had for fome 
time formed a connection with the regulators: and high-? 
land-emigrants,. in the. weftern parts, of ‘the. provinces 
To thef people ‘he fent. feveral: commiffions: for the 
raifing, and commanding of regiments, and eranted: 
another to’ Mr. M‘Donald to aétas their, general. -Flej 
alfo commanded all: -perfons by proclamation, to repair 
to’ the royal ftandard, which was to ‘be.erected by the: 
general about . the middle of February...)TPhe high-. 
aaa and regulators colleéted and imbodied at Crofs: 
Creek. the Reet ek the month; and. by the 19th 
amounted to about fifteen. or fixteenhundred. Gens) 
Moore hearing that they were aflembling, marched with’ 
his own regiment, and all .the. militia he : could, colleét;: 
Feb, about 1100 in all, to an important’ pot within feven; 
is. miles of Crofs Creekj.which he fecured on, the isthe 
On the 12th they marched within four miles of him, and: 
20. fent in, by,a flag of truce, the governor's ‘proclamation; : 
2, manifetto; and a letter. to the general, which he an-. 
fwered. That and. the following night they crofied the. 
northe 
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North-weft river, and took their route to Negro Head 377% 
| Point. 


On information’ hereof gen. Meore fent an ex- 
prefs to col. Cafwell, who was upon his march with 800 
men to join him, and directed him how to proceed upon 


| the occafion. Colonels Lillington and Afhe were ordered, 
if poffible, to reinforce him; and if they could not, to take 


poffeffion of Moore’s Creek bridge. The general pur- 
fued the enemy ; but did not come up with them. He 
propofed getting to and fecuring the bridge, which was 
about ten miles from them. Want of horfes occafioned 
a delay; but col. Lillington had taken his ftand there 


_ juft in time, and the next afternoon was reinforced by 
col. Cafwell. 
 pbreaft work, and deftroyed part of the bridge. 
next morning at break of day, an alarm gun was fired, 
 direGtly after which, fcarcely leaving the Americans a 


The colonels immediately raifed a fmall 
The 


moment to prepare, the enemy with capt. M‘Cleod 
at their head (gen. M‘Donald. being ill) made their 
attack. Finding a fimall intrenchment next the bridge 
quite empty, they concluded that the Americans had 


_ abandoned their poft, and in the moft furious manner 
advanced within thirty paces of their breatft work and 
artillery, where they met with a warm reception, Cap- 
tains M‘Cleod and Campbell fell within a few paces of 
it; and in a few minutes the whole army was put to 
flight, and fhamefully abandoned their general, who was 
_ the next day taken prifoner. 
_ killed and wounded. 
) wounded, one of whom furvived. 
took 13 waggons, 350 guns and fhot bags, about 150 
_ {words and dirks, and 1500 excellent rifles. 
this conqueft diffufed among the North Carolinians is 


They loft only about 70 
The Americans had only two 
The joy 
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The conquerors © 
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1776-inconceivable, the importance of it being heightened. by 


gen. Clinton and lord William Campbell’s being then 
at Cape Fear in fanguine expectation of being joined 
by the vanquifhed, . The Americans under colonels 
Cafwell and. Lillington were about 1000 ftrong. Parties 
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have been difperfed through the colony, to appre- 
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hend fufpeéted perions, and difarm all the highlanders 
and regulators routed in the battle, who are difcharged 
if privates, but the officers. are fecured, It was but a 
few months fince _»/ capt, MrCleod 
and another officer took a folema oath before the com- 
mittee at’ Newbern, that their bufinefs in North Caro- 
lina was only to fee their friends and relations,. 

In South Carolina, when the recommendation of the 
continental congrefS for the eftablifhment of a form of 
government came to be confidered, a great part of the 
provincial congrefs oppofed the meafure ; it had fo much 
the appearance of an eternal feparation from a country, 
by a reconciliation with which many yet hoped for a re- 
‘arn of ancient happinefs.. While they were fulpended 
on this important debate, an exprefs arrived from Sa- 
vannah, with the act of parliament, paffed December 
21, 1775, confifcating all the American property found 
floating upon the water ; and compelling all the crews 
belonging to American veffels, without diftinction of 
perfons, to ferve as common failors in the Britifh fhips 
of war. By this act they confidered all the colonitts 
from New Hampfhire to Georgia inclufively, as thrown 
out of the king’s protection. The timely arrival of it 
turned the fcale, filenced. all who were advocates for a 


reconciliation, and produced a majority for an indepen- 


dent confitution, In lefs than an hour after the act was 
read 
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-read in the convention, an otder was iffued to feize for 1776, 


the public, a Jamaica veffel laden with fugar, which had 
put into Charleftown in her way for London ; though 
the had the day before obtained leave to. pafs the forts, 
and meéant to fail in the afternoon. Still the attachment 
of numbers to Great Britain. was fo flrong, that though - 
they affented to the efablifhment of an inde ependent 
conftitution ; yet it was carried. after a long debate, that 
it 1S only’ to exit * ttl a reconciliation be Great Bri- 
tain did the colonies fhalt take place #2 

The tranfations in Georgia remain to be related. Gen. 


Howe while at Bofton; in order to obtain rice, fent 


major Grant and ¢apt. Maitland with four tranfports and 
900 mafines to Savannah. The South Carolina con- 
prefs having timely information, commiffioned col. Ste- 
phen Bull to act in aid of the Georgians: he accord- 
ingly marched a body to their ‘affiftance. A battery 
was erected, which fired fmartly upon the tranfports on 
their arrival in. the harbour. Upon this they went rotind 
an ifland in the night to get at fome vefiéls going to 
Great Britain. About four o’clock in the morning of yyy, 
March the third, the enemy, by collufion with the maf- 3. 
fers and others, got on board theleé fhips, where they 


_ attempted to conceal themfelves. But knowledge of it 


being obtained, 306 men were immediately. marched 
eppofite the fhipping, with three four-pounders, and, _ 
threw up a breaft work.) Firing between both parties 
after. a while enfued. At length it was deter rmined to 


_. burn the veffels, and orders were ifued to fire the In- 


vernefs and cut her loofe; which being executed, the 


* Dr. Ramfay’s Hiftoty of the Revolution of Soath Carolina, 
vol. 1, p. 82, atid onward. 


5 ies: _ marines 
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1776. marines in the utmoft confufion, got on fhore-in the. 
marfh, while the riflemen and. field pieces were incef- | 
fantly galling them. ‘The fhipping alfo were in the ut- 
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moft diforder. Some got up the river under cover of 
an armed eo while others caught the flame, and, as 
they paffed and repafled with the tide, were the fubject 
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of gratulation and applaufe. Seven loaded vefiels were » 
‘burnt, and the intention of gen. Howe entirely fruftrated. 
Philadelphia will detain us for a while. Congrefs 
Jan. refolved,. “ That to exprefs the veneration of the United 
75 Colonies for their late general, Richard Montgomery, 
‘and the deep fenfe they entertain of the many fignal anh 
important fervices of that gallant officer; and to tran{- 
mit to future ages, as examples truly worthy of imita- 
tion, his patrioti{m, conduét, boldnefs of enterprife, in- 
fuperable perfeverance, and contempt of danger and 
death,, a. monument be procured from Paris, or any 
other part of France, with an infcription facred to his 
memory, and. expreffive of his amiable character and 
heroic atchievements ; ; and that Dr. Smith be defired to 
prepare and deliver a funer al oration in honor of the ge- 
neral, and thofe officers. and faldiers, who {o magnani- 
moufly fought and fell with him in maintaining the prin- 
ciples of American liberty.” oie 
. They. ordered gen. ‘Thomas to take the command 
Ma the troops 1n Canada ; endeavoured to colleé&t sold 
amd filver, in exchange for continental bills of ee 
Mar. for the fervice in that quarter ; ; and appointed Dr. Frank- 
20 Jin, Samuel Chafe,, and Charles Carroll efqrs. commif- 
fioners to forma union between the people of the United 
Colonics and thofe of that province. They left New 
York in the beginning of April on their way thither. 
a. , As 
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As the priefts have been prevailed upon to refufe the fa- 
craments to thofe of the Canadians, who are deemed 


rebels, and as it operates powerfully againft the Ame-. 


rican intereft, ‘a prieft is gone from Maryland to perform 
all the needful fervices of the Romifh religion. Con- 


1776 


grefs care to the refolution, “© That the inhabitants of 23 


thefe colonies be permitted to fit out armed veffels to 
cruife on the enemies of the United Colonies ;” and 
many others which related to it. ‘They took notice, in 
the declaration which preceded them, of the act of par- 
liament paffed the 21ft of December. This act has 
made many converts to independency in all the colonies. 

After’ reading gen. Wafhington’s letter of the rgth, in- 
forming conerefs of the evacuation of Botton, they or- 
dered thanks to be prefented to him, in their own and 
in the name: of the Thirteen United Colonies ;° and to 
the officers and foldiers under his command; and that 
a medal of gold be ftruck in commemoration of the 
event, and prefented to his excellency. They refolved 
to admit of the importation of any goods and merchan- 

dife, (if not of the growth, produ‘tion or manutfac- 


‘ture of, or brought from any country under the domi- 


nion of the king of Great Britain) except Eaft India 
tea. ‘They on the fame day detetinined, “that no flaves 
be imported into any of the colonies.”” They ordered 


a fpeech to be delivered to capt. White. Eyes, whom 
they, no lef§ than lord Dunmore, in compliance with 
| the expectation of the Indian, addreffed with a—*“ bro- 
|. ther capi. White Eyes.” 


April 
6. 


The difufe of tea is again’ Hibaathe Hiraiiet the 


United Colonies. It became fo in the. Maffachufetts, 
foon after the Eaft India company’s teas were deftroyed 
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1775 on December the 16th, 1773. Coffee, which is about 


nine-pence fterling the pound, 1s fubftituted by vaft 
numbers for the once favorite herb of China; now the 
more readily exploded for haying been the accidental 


occafion of the troubles with which the colonifts are ex- 


ercifed. 
Dr. Warten’s merit obliges me to mention, that the 
lodge of Free Mafons, whereof he was late grand mafter, 
aereed to talce up his remains, and in the ufual funeral 
folermpities of that fociety decently to inter the fame. The 
f “a where he was buried, was pointed out with thofe at- 


ending circumftances that affured them, that they had 


eaine -d the poffleffion thereof though confifting of bones 


only ; which were honorably interred in Bofton, being at- 
tended by a grand proceffion of the fociety, accom- 


panied by a crowd of t ipectators. 


Commedore Ezekiel Hopkins’s naval ex xpedition is 


ghe daft article of intelligence to be related. ‘The fleet 


confifted of two fhips, two brigs, and a floop, all armed 
and well manned, including better than 200 marines. 

On the 17th of February they left Cape Henlopen, and 
after a pleafant paflage of fifteen days, came to an anchor 
off the ifland Abacco, about feventeen leagues from 
New Providence, which gave the commodore an op- 
portunity. of inquiring into the {tate of the laft iland, and 
of learning that it was well fuppled with warlike ftores: 
on which it was deemed a proper object, T he marines 


were embarked on board fome fmall veflels belonging to 


New Providence, whichhad been taken; and the whole 
failed Saturday evening, March the 2d; the next morn- 
ing all the men. were landed at the eaft end of the ifland. 


Lf hey: were marched toward the fort built about half. 


way 
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way between the landing and town. Upon their ap- 1776. 
proaching it, the garrifon fired upon them; then fpiked 
_ up the canson, and retired to the fort within the town. Mar, 
The Americans took poffeffion of that which had been 3° 
abandoned, and ftayed there the whole night to refreth 
themfelyes. Ihe next morning they marched forward 
ro the town, and entered it without meeting any inter- 
ruption. The. officer went to the governor, and de- 
manded the keys of the fort, which were immediately 
given. Upon taking poffeffion of it, he found, 40 can- 
non mounted and well loaded, befide a great quantity 
of fhot and fhells, with 1§ brafs mortars, but mifled of 
the grand article, 150 cafks of powder, which the go- 
vernor carefully aie off the night before. They. re- 
mained on the ifland, till they had gotten all the ftores on 
board.the fieet, and then the whole took their depar- 
| ture onthe 17th, They brought away with them go- 17, 
| _-yernor Montford Brown, the lieut. governer, and a coun- 
fellor. 

The fleet fell in with a Britifh fchooner, on the eat April 
end of Long Hand; and took her. The next day they * 
took a bomb brig of eight guns and two howitzers, ten 
fwivels and forty-eight men, well found with all forts of 
ftorés, arms, powder, &e. On the 6th, about one in &, 
the morning, they féll in with his majefty’s fhip, the 
Glafgow (of twenty nine pounders and 150 men) and 
het tender. At half paft two, the Cabot brigantine, 
eapt. Hopkins, jun. came up with the Glafgow, and 
upon finding who fhe was, immediately fired her broad- 
fade ; when the Glafgow made her a return of two-fold, 
and with the weight of her metal damaged her fo much 


i her hull and rigging, as obliged her to retire for a 
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while to refit. On her retiring, the Alfred of twenty 


nine pounders on the lower, and fix ten pounders on the 
_upper deck, commanded by the commodore, capt. 


Hopkins, fen. came up and engaged the Glafgow for 
three glaffes, as hot as poffible on both fides. While 
thus engaged, the Columbus, capt. Whipple, of eighteen 


“nine pounders on the lower, and ten fix pounders 


‘on the upper deck, ran under the Glafgow’s ftern, raked 
her as fhe paffed, and then Juft on her lee-beam, while 
the Annadona brig of fixteen fix pounders, took her 
ftation’on the larboard quarter of the Glafgow,; the 
Providence floop of twelve fix pounders altered her fta- 


‘tion gccafionally.. By day light the flation of the Ame- 
-rican veflels was changed, as the two fhips had dropt 
-on each quarter of the Glafgow, while one of the brigs 
kept aftern, giving a continual fire. Capt. Tyriagham 
-Howe, of the Glafgow, perceiving the farce of the Ame- 


rican fleet, feemingly increafed by a large fhip anda 
fnow, which kept to windward as foon as the action be- 
gan, and difcerning none of capt. Wallace’s fleet to af- 
ford nim the profpect of fupport, very prudently made 


‘all the {ail he could crowd, and ftood in for Newport. 


The bravery of capt. Howe’s behaviour is to be com- 
mended: That he fhould have efcaped from a force, 
fo much fuperior when united, does not give fatisfac- 
tion to the-Americans, and is imputed to fome failure 
in conduét or courage on the fide of their conimanders. 
Commodore Hopkins, in his account of the action, has 


written, * We received a confiderable damage in our 


‘Ship, but the greateft was in having our wheel rope and 


blocks fhot away, which gave the Glalgow time to make | 
fail; and J did not think proper to follow, .as it would 


have 
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have brought on an action with the’ whole of their fleet, 1776. 
and I had upward of thirty of our beft feamen on board 
the prizes: I therefore thought it moft prudent to give 
_ over the chace, and fecure our prizes ; and having taken 
| the Glafeow’s tender, arrived the feventh with all the 
fleet”—at New London. The congrefs have given April 
orders, ‘* that the cannon and fuch other ftores as are 
not neceflary for the fleet, be landed and left at New 
London; and that fuch of the cannon and wheels as 
gov. Trumbull fhall direct, may be employed for the 
| Sean of that harbour.” 
Commodore Hopkins is thought not to have followed 
| his’ inftruétions; and to have difpleafed by departing 
from them. The Alfred had fix men killed and as many 
wounded. The Cabot had four men killed and feven 
wounded, the captain among the latter. The Colum- 
bus had one man who loft his arm. The Glafgow had 
_ one man killed, and three wounded by the mufketry \_. 
from the Americans. The main damage | on each fide 
lay in the hulls and rigging. 

Many of your papers, it is obferved, are very liberal 
in ‘beftowing upon the colonifts the appellation of re- 
bels, traitors, cowards, &c. while thofe printed on this 
fide the Atlantic are calling the parties employed againft 
the Americans by fea and land, pirates, banditti, mini- 
{terial butchers, butchering affaffins, cut-throats, thieves) 
&c. Thefe abufive names take with the unthinking 
multitude, whether in high or low life, and fet a keener 
edge upon the fpirit of party ; but are produétive of 
much cruelty, and tend to beget a rooted antipathy. 
You will not object to any expence, that may at- 


! tend the conveyance of this letter. by way of France, 
7 | no 
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3776.0 other fafe one offering at prefent. My corréfpon- 


dent there will cheerfully undertake the care of any you 
may want to forward to America. 


ii sia oh he ah song ePIC 
London, May 25, 1776. 
Friend G. 


ELE choice of George Wafhington eft: by con- 


grefs, to be commander in chief of the American 


‘army, is adjudged highly prudent by the firft military 


characters that have ferved in America, and who con- 
jecture from his acceptance, that the reduction of the 
colonies by an armed force will be more difficult than is 
generally expected. The minifters of ftate however, 
are bent upon making the attempt. They have not pro- 
fited by the Lexington fkirmifhes, nor the Breeds-hill 
battle. It would be happier for the nation, would they 
copy the conduct of the Spanifh court, toward the in- 
habitants of Bifcay, near upon a hundred and fifty years 
back. In 1632, the court laid a duty upon falt, contrary 
to the privileges of the people. Upon this the inhabi- 
tants of Bilboa rofe, and maffacred all the officers ap- 
pointed to collect it, and all the officers of the grand 
admiral. Three thoufand troops were fent to punifh 
them 
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chem for rebellion : thefe they fought, and totally de- 1775 


feated, driving moft of them into the fea, which dif- 
couraged the court from purfuing their plan of taxation; 
and induced them to leave thofe, whom they had con- 
fidered ina ftate of rebellion, to the full enjoyment of 
their ancient privileges *. It is thought,’ that a treaty 
with the court of Peterfburgh for 20,000 Ruffians, was 
at one time the laft year, in confiderable forwardnefs ; 
but that the extreme diftance of the fervice, the diffi- 
culty of recall, the little prebabilty of the return of 
many, and the critical ftate of public affairs through 
Europe, rendered it abortive, after the moft fanguine 
hopes of fuccefs. 

In allthe European countries, where public affairs are 4 
fubjed of writing or converfation, the general voice is 
rather favorable to the Americans, Jn this particularly, 
the lower clafs of people are adverfe to thé war. They 
have boldly and without reftraint condentied the con- 
duét of their rolers in terms of the utmoft acrimeny. 
But this has not been regarded, other than as it has ob- 


{tructed the recruiting fervice, which never proceeded 


fo heavily before. The reluétance of individuals has 
been ftriking and peculiar; they have not only refuted 
the ufual proffers of encouragement, but reprobated; 
with indignation, the caufe in which they were folicited 


to engage, and exerted themfelves to hinder others en-. 


gaging. Neither proteftants, nor catholics in any num- 
ber, have been prevailed upon either in England or Ire~ 
Jand, to inlift for the American fervice, though the boun- 
ties have been raifed, and the ufual ftandard lowered, 
to facilitate the levies. The recruiting officers have de- 


® Mr, Adams’s Defence of the American Conftitutions, p- 19: 
3 clar ed, 
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775. clared, they never before met with fo many mortifica- 


tions in this. branch of military bufinef%. But among 
the higher orders of men, a ftrange infenfibility with re- 
{pec to public affairs feemingly prevailed. T he ac- 
counts of the late military actions, aswell as political 
proceedings of no lefs importance, were received nearly 
with as much indifference, as if they wholly concerned — 
other nations with whom we were fearce connected. You 
muft except from thefe obfervations the people of North 
Britain, who, almoft toa man, fo far as they can be de- 
{cribed under any particular denomination, not only ap- : 
plauded, .but proffered life and fortune in fupport of 


-the prefent meafures. The fame approbation was alfo 


given and affurances made, though with lefs earneftnefs 
and unanimity, by a-number of towns in England. 

The lofs of the American commerce was not gene- 
rally felt. The prodigious remittances of corn during 
the Britith {earcity, and the larger than ufual fums 


-which the colonifts were enabled to pay from the ad- 
- vanced prices of, various articles, thefe together occa- 


fioned an extraordinary influx of money. while an un- 


-ufual demand for goods and manufactures of various 


forts, from. different parts.of Europe, produced a quick 
circulation. of trade, kept up the fpirits of the mer- 


_ cantile claffes, and prevented their complaining for want 


of the American market... Great numbers at the fame 


_ time were rendered perfeCtly unconcerned at what had 


happened in America, or were even rejoiced, becaufe 
of the benefits they were receiving from the conteft. 
‘The war being carried on at fuch a diftance, gave em- 
ployment and emolument to an, amazing number of 
people; and caufed that buftle of bufinefs and plenty of 
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cath, which checked all obfervation of deficiencies in 1775. 


other branches of traffic. Add, that a tribe of contrac- 
tors, dealers, and gametters in {ftocks and money tran{- 
actions, were themfelves animated, and encouraged 
others to join in juftifying and fupporting governmental 
meafures. Hence, that apathy. which has been noted ; 
and which continued till toward the meéting of parlia- 
ment. | | 

The ie gave into great expences, to fupply. the 
army at Bofton with frefh Snutain’ and other articles. 
- Itis faid, that five thoufand oxen, and. fourteen thou- 
fand of the largeft and fatteft theep, befide a vaft num- 
ber of hogs, were purchafed and fent out alive. Vege- 
tables of all kinds were bought up in incredible quanti- 
ties. Ten thoufand butts of ftrong beer were fupplied 
by two brewers. .The feemingly trifling neceffaries of 
vegetables, cafks and vinegar, amount in two diftinct 
articles, detached from the general comprehenfion of 
other provifions, to near twenty-two thoufand pound : 
and the hay, oats, and beans, for the fingle regiment of 
light cavalry there, amount to nearly as rial To 
whatever it was owing, the traniports were not ready to 
fail, till the year was fir fpent. By this mean they were 
detained on the coafts by contrary winds, or toffed about 
by tempefts, until the greater part of their live cargoes 
of hogs, and particularly of fheep, perifhed, fo that the 
channel was every where ftrowed with their floating car- 
cafes. A large part of the vegetables mutt alfo have 
. been deftroyed by exceffive fermentation. | 

The retaliation practifed by congrefs in cutting off 
the Britith fifheries from all colonial provifions and fup< 
plies, threw the whole bufinefs upon the banks and coafts 
2s of 
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of Newfoundland into the ,greateft confixfion, ‘and 
brought diftrefs upon all who were employed by fea ar 


gland in that quarter. Inftead of profecuting the fervice 


they went upon, many of the fhips were conftrained te 
make the beft of their way to every place where provi- 
fions could be procured. It was computed, that to the 
value of a full half million fterling was left in the bowels 
of the deep, and for ever loft to mankind, by the firft 
operation of the fifhery bill. | itnee.: ta 
The ftorm which happened laft September the 11th, 
during the fifhing feafon, and of which you will have 
received fome general accounts, may probably be reck- 
oned by the Americans, as it is here by the more ferious 
of thofe who favor them, a providential retaliation of 
the fupreme Ruler on fuch as had deprived them, by a 
parliamentary act, of that fuftenance, which feemed to 
be given them as their peculiar property. Left you 
fhould not have had the particulars, let me mention, 
that a moft dreadful ternpeft, of a particular kind, dif- 
charged itfelf on the coafts of Newfoundland. The fea 
rofe near upon thirty feet almoft inftantly. Above feven 
hundred boats, with all their people, perifhed, and eleven 
fhips with mott of their crews. At Havre de Grace, no 
fewer than three hundréd boats were loft. The devafta- 
tion was hardly lefs on the land; the waters broke in 
beyond their ufual bounds, and occafioned vaft deftrue- 
tion. The fhores prefested a fhocking fpectacle. | 
As the time approached for the meeting of parliament, 
addrefles were poured in from different quarters, eon- 


demning the conduct of the Americans ; approving of 


all the aéts. of government; and in general recommend- 
ing ayperfeverance in the fame, until the colonies fhall 


= pte 


Tt was faid, that they were privately abetted by the ad- 
vice. 
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neceflarily implied an approbation of the meafure that 


_ was then in execution, viz. the fending of five battalions 


of Hanoverian troops, to replace the like number of 


- Britith, in the garrifons of Gibraltar and Minorca, thereby 
- to increafe the force in America with the addition of the 
jatter. The electoral regiments failed for the places of 
_ deftination the firft of November. 


Petitions of a_contrary tendency to the addreffes were 


_ prefented from feveral places. Great bodies of Ameri- 


can, African and Weft-India merchants, with a majo- 
rity of the inhabitants ef the cities of London and 
Briftol, fill ftruggled to have matters reftored to their 
ancient ftate, but to no purpofe. At a numerous meet- 


ing of the freeholders of Middlefex, after agreeing to 


inftruct their members in behalf of public liberty, it 


was moved and carried, “* that a letter fhould be ad- | 


dreffed from the freeholders of Middlefx to thofe of 
Great Britain.”” The tenor of it is in favor of a recon- 
ciliation with America, and. againft the profecution of 
the minifterial war, Four days after, the lord mayor, 
Mr. Wilkes, acquainted the livery with his having re- 
ceived a letter from the continental congrefs, which was 
read; when it was moved and paffed in the affirmative, 
“* that a letter addreffed from the livery of London to 
the electors of Great Britain fhould be read ;” which was 
done, and afterward publifhed. Three days before the 


~ meeting of parliament, an event took place, which for 


awhile engaged the public attention. Rumors of com- 
binations in favor of the Americans, had. been frequent. 


223 


be reduced to a therough obedience. Manchefler dil ry75, 
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25s 


1775- vice and correfpondence, and affifted by the purfes of 


0a. 
23. 


26. 


foe HISTORY OF THE 


“ 


perfonages of high rank and importance. Thefe re- 
ports fpread much alarm through the nation, and exaf- 
perated thofe who confidered the Americans as rebels, 


Hints and fufpicions were given and taken; and at 


length a feeming foundation for them appeared. Mr. 


Sayre, an American born, and a banker in London, was — 


fecured ; and being examined before the fecretary of 
ftate, Lord Rochford, and confronted by his accuter, 
was committed to the tower for high treafon, on the ri- 
diculous charge, of a defign of feizing his majefty at 
noon day, in his paffage to the houfe of peers; of con- 
veying him a prifoner to the tower, and afterward out of 
the kingdom; and of overturning the whole form of 


government, by bribing a few fergeants of the guards, - 


who were alfo to bribe their men. After a clofe and 
fevere confinement of five days, an habeas corpus was 
granted, and he was brought before the iord chief juftice 
of the king’s bench, who admitted him to bail, on his 
own fecurity, in the trifling fum of five hundred pounds, 
and that of two fureties in as much, for his appearance 
to anfwer the charge. No profecution was attempted, 
and at the feflion in December it was moved to have his 


recognifance difcharged, which was granted accordingly. 


The fecretary will be fued for illegal imprifonmenr, 
though it is thought his conduct is juttifiable in point of 
law. ” His majefty opened the feffion of parliament with 
a fpeech; which propofed fanguinary meafures, and 
charged the American leaders with havingy nothing in 
view, but the eftablifhment of an independent empire. 
It fays, “I have received the moft friendly: offers of 
foreign affiftance ; and if 1. fhall make: any treaties in- 
la ’  confe- 
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confequence thereof, they hall be laid before you. And 1775: 


I have, in teftimony of my affection for my people, 
{ent to the garrifens of Gibraltar and Port Mahon, a 


part of my electoral troops, that a larger number of the 


eftablifhed forces of this kingdom, may be applied to 
the maintenance of its authority. When the deluded 
multitude, againft whom this force will be directed, 
fhall become fenfible of their error, I thall be ready. to 
receive the mifled with tendernefs and mercy. I {hall 
give authority to certain perfons to grant general or par- 
ticular pardons and indemnities, in fuch manner, and to 
fuch perfons, as they fhall think fit, and to receive the 
fubmiffion of any province which fhall be difpofed to re- 
turn to its allegiance. It may alfo be proper to autho- 
rize the perfons fo commiffioned to reftore fuch province, 
fo returning to its allegiance, to the free exercife of its trade 
and commerce, and to the fame protection and fecurity 
as if fuch province had never revolted.” When an ad- 


_drefs to his majefty in anfwer to the fpeech, had been 


moved and feconded in the houfe of commons, lord 
John Cavendifh moved for an amendment; which occa: 
fioned a long debate, that was carried on with the ut- 
moft eagernefs and unceafing energy on both fides. The 
employment of foreign troops to reduce America, was 
an object animadverted upon by Gppotition with peculiar 
violence and indignation. 

General Conway, though in place, visnuted hii 
tration ; and condemned, in the moft decifive terms, the 


_ American war, declaring it to be cruel, unnecefiary and 


unnatural—calling it in plain terms, a butchery of his 
fellow fubjects. He reprobated every idea of conquering 
America, upon all the grounds of juttice, expediency, and 

vets Edt 2). | practi- 
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1775+ practicability. He declared in the moft unreferved terms. 


againft the right of taxation, and wifhed to fee the de- 
claratory law repealed (though it had ‘paffed under his 
own aufpices when in adminiftration) rather than it 
fhould be employed to colour defigns, the moft oppo- 
fite to the intentions, publicly declared, of thofe who 
fupported it in parliament, and particularly oppolite to 
the fulleft declaration of his own at the time of his moving 
it. The miniftry made as good a defence as their caufe 
would admit; and pleaded, “ We are now in a fitu- 
ation which doth not afford a poffibility of receding with- 
out fhame, ruin and difgrace.” Lord North acknow- 
ledged, that he had been deceived; that he did not 


imagine that all America would have armed in the caule. 


Adminiftration, he faid, proceeded upon the informa- 
tion they had received : if other gentlemen were in pol- 
fefion- of better, why did they not communicate it? 
Adminiftration had oppolite information, but they ad- 
hered to that which came from perions whofe intereft 


made. them parties with. the inclinations of mynuftry. 


That which they neglected, as proceeding from miftake 


a 


or a wrong bias, they now find to have been the trueft. 


The fpace of a whole night was confamed in the de- 


bates upon the royal fpeech: it was near five>in the © 
-mnorning when the motion made by the oppofition was — 
rejected by 278, again{t 108, after which the addreis 


was catried without a divifion. 
In the houfe of lords, the debate on the addrefs was 


alfo long and warm. ; The duke of Grafton fuddenly 


and unexpectedly quitted adminifiration. He went into 


a decifive condemnation of all the acts of government | 


for fome time palt with refpect to America, as well as 


of 


was all that was requifite to eftablith a reconcilia 
He afferted, that nothing lefs than a total repeal of all 


to proceed upon fure grounds. 


“were events that accelerated with irrefiftible 


AMERICAN REV OL UuT ION, 


of the meafures held out by the fpeech.. He declared, 
that he had been deceived and mified upon that fub- 
jet; and that, by the withholding of information and 
the mifreprefentment of facts; he had been induced to 
Jend.his countenance to meafures which he never ap- 
proved; and that he was blindly led to give a fupport 
to the one of coercing America, from a firm perfuafion 
held out, that matters would never come to an extre- 
mity of that nature, and that an appearance of coercion 
tion. 


the American laws, which had been pafied fince 17623 
could now reftore peace and Reppin els. 
adminiftration did not Bea the NDE erfectnefs o 
atters, but pleaded the imprac- 


knowledge as might have 


information in fome 
ticability of See fuch 
prevented feveral difappointments. 
to depend ‘upon the fagacity and judgment 
They had taken all pofli 


whom. they: trufted. ble pains 


make them anfwerable for failures, which were occafi- 
oned by events totally unexpected by the fhrewdett per- 

fons upon the fpot: to fuch alone mutt be attributed the 
general want of fuccefs in the plans purfued in the courfe 
There were two remarkable in- 
the one was the total alteration of 


of the prefent year. 
{tances of this kind ; 


circumftances in the province of New York; the other. 


was the 1 Implicit acquiefcence of the fouthern colonies 
‘in the views and arrangements of the northern. Th refe 
rapidity the 
revolution of affairs through the continent,: and equally 


miepriles the miniftry, who from their intelligence, could. 
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1775: be nowile apprehenfive of -fuch an unhappy turn. The 


defeétion of New York they imputed to its being com-- 
pelled into meafures, by the Connecticut infurgents, 
which the people there would never have otherwife adopt- 

ed. They pleaded, “« We mutt either reduce the colo- 

‘nies to fubmiffion, or for ever relinguifh all dominion 

over them, and all advantage from North America.” 

The motion for the addrefs was at length carried by 76 

votes againft 33. But a proteft againft it was drawn 
up, and figned by nineteen peers. In that they con- 

demned the war commenced againft America, with the 

utmoft freedom and afperity; and alfo cenfured with 

equal feverity, the employing of foreign troops; and va- 

rious other parts of the minifterial conduct. 

As none of the meatures adopted by adminiftration 
gave more umbrage than the employment of the Ha- 
noverian troops, oppofition determined to bring it be- 
fore parliament, in the moft folemn and ferious man- 
ner. .A motion was accordingly made in the houfe of 
lords, declaring that to employ foreign troops, without 


SE 


the previous confent of parliament, was dangerous and 


‘unconttitutional, as being clearly againft law. In the 


are 


debate which followed, various arguments were uled for 
2) 


Sao 
aes 


and againft the legality of introducing foreign forces 
into the kingdom or its dependencies, without confent. — 
of parliament. As an act of indemnity would have | 
been a recognifance of its illegality, it was ftudioufly 
warded off, as well as the motion itfelf, which was de-_ 
feated by the previous queftion, carried by a majority 
of 75 to 32. In the houfe of commons, the debates 
on this fubject were no lefs elaborate, and -confifted of 
much the fame reafonings. ‘The motion was fimilar to 
that 
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81 for, and 203 againft it. Thus was a queftion, of 
which the magnitude is equal to that of any other fun- 
damental point in the conftitution, put off to future de. 
cifion. While it was in agitation, an incomparable ma- 
jority of the public agreed in the opinion adopted by 
the oppofition. However they might differ concerning 
meafures to be purfued refpecting America, they cordi- 
ally united with them in condemning the admiffion of 
foreign troops into the kingdom, or its dependencies, 


without the expres affent of parliament. 


That the defigns of the Americans might be com- 
pletely fruftrated, it was propofed in a committee of 
fupply, that the naval eftablifhment of failors and ma- 
rines, fhould be augmented to 28,000 men; and that 
the number of fhips of war on the American {tation 
fhould amount to eighty. The land forces were to confift 
of 25;000 of the felecteft troops in the fervice. Thefe for- 
midabie preparations called up the attention of feveral 
principal members in the oppofition. In order, if pof- 
fible, to render the operations of war unneceflary, it was 


propofed to facilitate the means of reconciliation. ‘T'o Nov. 
a. 


this purpofe, Mr. T. Luttrell moved for an addrefs to 


his majefty, “ humbly requefting, that he will authorize 


the commiffioners, who may be empowered to act in 
America, to receive propofals for conciliation from any 


general convention, or congrefs, or other collective bo- . 


dy, that fhall be found moft perfectly to convey the fen- 


timents of one or more of the feveral continental colo- 


nies, fufpending all inquiry into the legal or illegal forms 
under which fuch colony or colonies may be difpofed 
to treat, as the moft effectual.means to.prevent the fur- 
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‘that in the houfe of lords, and was loft in like manner, 1774. 
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£775. ther effufion of blood, and to reconcile the honor and per- 


manent intereft of Great Britain, with the requifitions’ 


- of his majefty’s American fubjects.” The motion was 


feconded, but when the queftion was put, it pafied In 


, the nega tive without a divifion. Lord Barrington, iby 


ftating the army eftimates, obferved that the number of 


_ effective men in the army at Bofton’by the laft returns, 


was 7415; but that the forces in America were aug- 
mented to 34 battalions, amounting in the whole to up- 
ward of 25,000 men, This augmentation being con- 
fiderable, he thought it neceflary to fpeak a few words 
on the fubje@. He faid, he underftood that the idea 
of taxation was entirely given up, and that being the 
cafe, it ‘was abfolutely neceflary to fecure the conftitu- 
tional dependence of that country. ‘The general plan 
of adminiftration, he believed to be, firft, to arm and 
fend out commifioners; and then if the Americans 
fhould continue to refift, toemploy againft them the whole 


power fent out in forcing them to obedience. His 
if 


hint about the idea of taxation being entirely given up; 


alarmed many gentlemen, who had fupported govern- 
ment in their coercive meafures, with a view, and in a 
firm perfuafion, that the revenue to be drawn from Ame- 
rica, would in a proportionable degree ‘lefien their own 
burdens 

sredier the fecretary of ftate who received the con- 
ereffional petition brought by governor Penn, nor-any 
other minitter, or perfon in authority, had fince his ar- 
rival propofed a fingle queftion to him, or defired the 
{mallet information from him. This circumftance gave 
“countenance to the charge, that a fyftem had been 
chalked out for minifters, which they were obliged 


blindly 
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blindly to purfuie, and to act in, mérely as machines, 775+ 
, p > sje: 


without being at liberty to form an opinion, as to jul 
tice, eligibility, or confequence. The duke of Rich- 

mond procured however an examination of governor 
Pewn before the houfe of lords. It appeared from his 
examination—That conerefs was in the higheft venera- 
tiOn imaginable by all ranks and orders of men:—Tha 

he believed implicit obedience was paid to their scsi 
tions through all the provinces:—That in Pennfylvania 
20,000 effeGtive men had voluntarily enrolled themfelves 
to eftter into actual fervice if neceffity required ; and 


“that amione them werd perfons of the’ moft refpectable 


haraéter in the province ++That he préfumed the ma- 
jor part were in flourifhing fituations:—That befide 
théfe 20,000, there were 4,000 minute-men, whofe duty 
was pointed out by their defeription. ‘They were to be 
ready for fervice at a minute’s warning :—That the 
Pennfyivanians perfectly underftood the art of makine 
gunpowder :—That they had made that, and falt-petre 


‘= Thatthe art of caftine cannon had been carried to 


reat perfeGtion :—-That fmall arms had been made to 
as great a degree of perfection as could be imagined :-— 
The at the Arhericans were, equally'expert with os Fu- 
ropeans in’ fhip-building :+—That he was. fure the lan- 
guage of the conerels expr effed the fenfe of ies people 
of Armerica in general, as far as it applied to Pennfyl- 
vania; and for the other provinces he affirmed the fame, 


8 
thougl from information-only Th 


t the petition w! hick 
he had: prefented to the king, had wees confidered as ah 
olive branelt, and that heh ad been complimented by his 


Nov. 


100 


friends as the meffénger of peace That’ he imagined 


the Ameritans, who placed much réliance on the petit 


Q4 tion, 
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1475. tion, would be driven to defperation by its non-fuccefs: 


—That he was apprehenfive, that fooner than yield to 
what were fuppofed to be the unjuft claims of Great Bri- 
tain, the Americans would take the refolution of calling 
in the aid of foreign affiftance :——and That, in his opi- 
nion, the neglect with which the laft petition was treated, 
would induce the Americans to refign all hopes ‘of pa- 
cific negotiations. When he was afterward crofs-exa- 
mined, he anfwered to fome queftions put to him:— 
That except in the cafe of taxation, he apprehended, 
the Americans would have no objection to acknowledge 
the fovereignty of Great Britain:—That he knew no- 
thing of the proceedings of the congrefs, they were ge- 
nerally tranfacted under the feal of fecrecy :—and That 
in cafe a formidable force fhould.be fent over to Ame- 
rica in fupport of government, he did not imagine there 
were many, who would openly profe{s. fubmiffion to the 
authority of parliament. When governor Penn had 
withdrawn, the duke of Richmond, after {peaking a few 
words, moved, ‘“‘ That the matter of the American pe- 
tition affords ground for conciliation of the unhappy dif- 
ference fubfifting between the mother country and the 
colonies, and that it is highly neceflary that proper 
fteps be immediately taken for attaining fo defirable an 
object.” After a long and violent debate, the motion 
in favor of the petition was rejected, by. a divifion of 
86, againft 33, including proxies. 

The houfe of commons was filled with no lefs alter- 
cation in confequence of the demands for the fupplies 
on account of the American war. The land-tax was 


to be raifed to four fhillings in the pound. This: aug= 


mentation occafioned the country gentlemen to turn their 
attention 


a ee 
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attention to an object particularly interefting to them- 1775. 
| felves.. They had fupported coercive meafures, in ex- 
peétation that a revenue would arife from the colonies, 
to leffen the weight of the burdens with which this coun- 
try is loaded. Actuated by fuch hope, they were willing 
| to advance money, while they had a profpeét of being 
relieved from exactions in future, by the contributions 
to be drawn from America. It was therefore with no 
fmall furprife and concern, that they obferved, by the 
language of miniftry, that the idea of taxation was in a 
manner abandoned as inexpedient, or impracticable. 
They declared, that if that effential object was relin- 
quifhed, they alfo fhould recede from their intention of 
eranting money for the profecuting of a conteft, from 
which no fubftantial benefits were to be derived; and 
which was attended with an expence, that nothing but 
the well-founded expeétation of large pecuniary future 
emoluments could encourage them to fupport. Thefe 
difcontents, of the landed gentlemen were a ferious alarm 
to miniftry.. The only method of pacifying them was 
a folemn affurance, that the intention of obtaining a re- 
venue from America had never been dropped. | What- 
ever language might have been held on this fubject, no 
more was meant, than that in times of {o much trou- 
ble and confufion, it was not advifable to. mix that 


with other caufes of diffenfion and clamor in the colo- 
nies: but, though abandoned for the prefent, the idea 
fully fubfifted in profpec This explanatory anfwer 
_ having quieted the country gentlemen, the land-tax was 

fixed at four fhillings inthe pound, by a majority of 
four to one. | H | 
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THE ALSTORY OF THE 

An addrefs, petition, and memorial, has been tran 
mitted from the reprefentatives of Nova Scotia to the 
king and parliament, in confequence of the munifter’s 
conciliatory propofition during the laft feffion. Tt pro- 
pofes the raifing of a revenue in the colony, by paying 
a certain fixed furn in the hundred on the importation 


of foreion goods. By which regulation the revenue will 


always bear a due proportion to the wealth and con+_ 
The rate of this duty is tobé 


fumption of the colony. 
afcertained by parliament, and to remain unalterably 
fixed: the only future regulation to be allowed: 1s, for 
making the duty correfpond with the comparative value 
of money at the time the rates are fettled. But it prays, 
«¢ that when the exigencies of the ftate may require any 
further fupplics from this province, that then fuch re- 
quifitions may be made in the ufual manner formerly 
practifed ;” by which the petitioners evidently mean to 
fecure to themfelves the right of granting their owa 
money in all fuch exigencies. It alfo contains a lift of 
grievances of which they entreat the redrefs, while they 
intimate the neceflity of fuch redrefs to infure a perma- 
rent conneétion, and to retain the affections of the 
people. | 

As the petition propofed the raifing of a revenue un- 
der the direction of parliament, adminiftration received, 
it; and-on the day appointed the houfe of commons 
went into a committee upon it; when upon the motion 
of lord North it was refolved, “ That the propofition 
in the petition is fit to be accepted, and that the amount 
of the duty fhould be eight pounds per centum, upon all 
fuch commodities :’—that on the formal fettlement of 
this matter, all other taxes and duties fhould ceafe,- fuch 
‘ | phe only 
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only excepted as reculated commerce; the produce of! 
which was to be catried to the account of the province: 

—and that a direct importation into Nova Scotia, of 
all Wines, oranges, lemons, currafits arid raifins, from 

the place of their growth and produce, fhould be ad- 

mitted. A fortniéht after, the refolutions were reported, 

with a view to frame a bill agreeable to the prayer of 
the petitioners. But a multiplicity of greater objects 
engaging the titie and attention of the miniftérs, and 
further confidération; occafioned a total relinquifhment 
of this bufinefs. 

| The rapidity with hick miniftry carried all their 
meéafures, did not prevent Mr. Burke’s moving for a 
conciliatory bill. The motion was prefaced by a peti- 
tion from the principal clothing towns in the county of 
Wilts; and that was intended to counteract another, 

which had been procured for 4 contrary purpofe, and 


—— 


to prevent (in the petitioner’s words) the dreadful effects 
which might arife from fuch mifreprefentation being con- 
veyed to parliament. The debate that followed was 
not terminated till four in the morning, when the pre- 
vious queftion being put, the motion was’ negatived by 
a majority of 210, to 105. 

Some days after,.the bill for prohib‘ing all inter- 
courfe with the Thirteen United Colonies was brought 
into parliament. You will have received it long Baere 
you caneet this letter; and muft have obferved, that 
the commiffioners, whom it enables the crown to ap- 
point, have only the power of fimply granting pardons, 
_ but are not authorized to inquire into grievances, much 
-lefs to offer the redrefs of thier, ‘This bill roufed im- 
mediately the utmoft fury of oppofition ; but the’ mi- 
| nifty 
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4775+ niftry were prepared to meet it without being moved 
from the ground they had taken. In the courfe of the © 


various arguments and methods of reafoning employed 
acainft the bill, no few farcafms were introduced. Among 


others, it was obferved by one of its ftancheft oppofers, — 
that the guardian genius of America had that day pre- 
fided with full influence in the midft of the Britifh coun- 


cils. He had infpired the meafures, that had been re- 
folved upon by thofe who direéted the affairs of the 
country. They were evidently calculated to anfwer all 

the purpofes, which the moft violent Americans, and 
their moft zealous adherents could propofe, by induc- 
ing the people in the colonies to unite, in the moft 1 yee 
flexible determination, to caft off all dependence on this 
government, and to eftablifh a free and independent 
{tate of their own. Hie therefore moved, that the title 
of the bill thould be altered, and worded in fuch a man- 
ner as fhould exprefs its real intent and meaning; in 
which cafe he was of opinion, it fhould be ftiled a bill 
for carrying more effectually into execution the refolves 
of congrefs. After a long and vehement altercation, 
the motion for the bill was carried, by 192 votes againit 
64. 


In the houfe of lords, ffi oppofition to the bill re 


no lefs keen and fevere. It was reprobated as neither 
equitable, expedient or politic. This bill (it was faid) 
completes the meafure of that feverity which refufes to 
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liften to the reprefentations of a people, who perfift in 


fpite of ill treatment, to call themfelves the fubjects of 


Great Britain; and who implore its clemency to fufpend 


the fword lifted to ftrike them, till one more hearing 


~ 


has been eranted them. 


In 
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In the courfe of this. famous debate, it was: obferved ! 
Bf a great law lord, that the queftion of original right 
or wrong, was not fo much to be attended to, as the 
indifpenfible neceffity of felf-defence.. We are now en- 
caged in a war, and mutt exert ourfelves to préfecute 
it with fuccefs. The criticalnefs of our-circumftances 
compels us to ficht. The laconic fpeech, which a Scotch 
general in the army of. Guftavus Adolphus made to his 
foldiers, is precifely applicable to our fituation. Point- 


| ing to the enemy he faid, “ See you thofe men, kill 


them, my lads, or they will kill you.” After a conteft 
which lafted till midnight, the motion for the commit- 
ment of the bill was carried by a divifion of 78 to 19. 

It was followed by a proteft of unufual length, and 
great energy, wherein it underwent a fevere f{crutiny. 
‘A minute inveftigation was made of every obnoxious 
part, and no cenfures were fpared of which it was thought 
deferving. The protefting peers were Richmond, Pon- 
fonby, Fitzwilliam, Abergavenny, Rockingham,.Ched- 
worth, Abingdon, and Manchefter. We diffent, fay 
they, in one place, * Becaufe we reject with indignation 
that claufe of this bill, which by a réfinement in tyran- 
ny, and in a fentence worfe than death, obliges the un- 
happy men, who fhall be made captives in this preda- 
tory war, to bear arms againit their families, kindred 
friends and country ; and, ee being plundered them- 
felves, to become accomplices in plundering their bre- 

thren.” His majefty went to the houfe of peers, and 


i gave his affent to the above bill; and to others at the 


fame time. © 
In the courfe of the aeuates upon the American bufli- 


nels, the great importance of the colonies to the mother 
country 
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country was urged, by the miniftry, asa reafon for exerting 
the force of the nation in order to reduce them to obedi- 
ence, though upon other eccafions they had been fpeken 


of as little confequence. That this reduction might be the 


fooner and more effectually fecured, the ftates-general were 
folicited, by a letter of his majefty’s own hand-writing, 


to difpofe of their Scotch brigade, to ferve againft the 


Americans the enfuing campaign. The requeft however 
was not granted. The opinion given by ohan Derk van 
der Cappelle, in the affembly of the ftates of Overyffel, 
was pointedly againft it. When entered upon his laft 
obfervation, he fays, “ Though not as. principals, yet 


as auxiliaries, our treops would be employed toward 
fuppreffing (what fome pleafe to call) a rebellion in the 


American colonies; for which purpofe I would rather 


{ee Janiffaries hired, than troops of a free ftate.”” 

«© Tn what an odious light muft this unnatural eivil 
wat appear to all Europe; a war in which even favages 
‘(Gf credit can be given to news-paper information) re- 
fufe to engage: more odious full would it appear for a 
people to take a part therein, who were themfelves once 
flaves, bore that hateful name, but at laft had fpirit to 
fight themfelves free. But above all, it muft appear fu- 
perlatively deteftable to me, who think the Americans 
worthy of every man’s efteem, and look on them as a 
brave people, defending in a becoming, manly, and re- 
ligious manner, thofe rights, which as men they derive 
from God, not from the legiflature of Great Britain.” 

‘© Their mode of proceeding will, I hope, ferve as an 
example to every nation deprived by any means of. its 
privileges :" yet fortunate enough in being able'to make 
fuitable efforts toward retaining or regaining them.” 

“ee | et ee Bane 


nefies was not complied with, his mefiage to the par-_ 
liament of Ireland had met with fuccefs, and they had 
voted on the 25th of November, “ that 4000_troops 
out of the 12000 voted for the defence of that kingdom, 
be fpared for his majefty’s fervice abroad, (the meflage 
had mentioned America) the fame to be no charge to 
Ireland afver quitting the kingdom.” Butthey declined 
voting, “ that 4000 protefiant troops be received to re- 
place ‘the like number fent abroad ; thefe likewifle to be 
no charge to Ireland ;” which propofition was alfo con- 


tained in the meflage. 


and Thunder bomb, failed from Portfmouth fer Corke, 
to convoy the troops and tranfports there to America. 
The Aeon put into Falmouth, and took on board col. 
Ethan Allen and his fellow prifoners, who had been 
confined in Pendennis Caftle, Cornwall: from whence 
they were removed by direCtion of government, upon a 
difeovery, that there was an intention of bringing them 
before the proper magiftrate, by the habeas corpus act, 
in order to afcertain, whether they were legally charge- 
able with any crime, that could warrant thei confine- 
ment. No affiftance was given to Allen in. England; 
but when the fhip arrived at Corke, a fub{cription for 
him was begun in Ireland, and an ample fupply of ne- 
ceflaries given him, of which he and his friends were in 


_. tranfports were ready to fail; but the lord lieutenant of 
Ireland, doubting his power of permitting the troops to 
go, a clauie, giving particular leave om this occafion, 
was inferted in one of the Irifh bills. When the bill 
came 
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' But though his majeity’s requelt to their high mighti- 1775. 


Sir Peter Parker and Earl Cornwallis, with the Acteon Dee. 


great need, About the 2oth of January, the fleet and 
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1770+ came to England, the claufe was ftruck on 


29. 
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idea, °° that ae king had a right by his prerogative to 
fend the troops.” The lord lieutenant ftill retaining: his 
doubts, the claufe was inferted in another bill, which 
was hurried through with all poffible difpatch. But fo 
much time was loft by this affair, that it was the 13th 


forty-three fail, and about 2500 troops. On the 18th 
they met with a terrible ftorm that difperfed them. 
Some of the tranfports put back to Corke, others got 


into Plymouth, Portfmouth, and the Weftern ports. | 


The Carcafs bomb got into Portfmouth: when fhe parted 
with Sir Peter he had only twenty-five fail with him. It 
is generally thought, he 1s neneneas for the middle or 
fouthern colonies. 

A fingle rifeman taken prifoner and brought over to 
England, being carried before the mayor to be examin- 
ed, was difinified ; as no crime was charged upon him, 
of which that magiftrate could take cognizance. 

His majefty having entered into treaty with the land- 
grave of Heffe-Caffel, the duke of Brunfwick, and other 


German princes, for,17000 men, to be employed in Ame- 


rica, Lord North moved, “ that thefe treaties be re- 
ferred to the committee of fupply.” The troops were 
reprefented as equal to any in Europe for the regularity 
of their difcipline: and one reafon affigned for hiring 
them, was, that men could be more readily had that way 
than by recruiting at home, and upon the whole on 
cheaper terms. But the meafure of employing foreign 
auxiliaries was reprobated in all its parts by oppofition: 
however, after debating till paft two in the morning, his 


lordthip’s motion was agreed to by a majority of 242 to_ 


88. 


Feb. of February before the fleet could fail. It confifted of — 
13; 


| 
| 


SAME RL Chae RR KOLU TION: 


_ When the treaties came before the houfe of lords, 1770s 


. , met with equal oppofition. The duke of Rich- Mar. 


mond moved for an addrefs to the king, requefting him 
to countermand the rh arch ‘of the Gerrnan auxiliaries, 
and to give immediate orders for a fufpenfion of hofti- 
lities in America, in order to lay a foundation for a 


treaty, to compofe the differences between Great Bri- 


tain and her colonies. Le cook an hiftorical view of the 
treaties between the Britifh and Heffian court for many 
years paft; fhowing that this’ had gradually rifen in its 
demands, in every fucceffive treaty. ‘The preient was 
faid to have exceeded all the former in the éxorbitancy 
of its conditions. Ele afferted, from the calculations 
he had made, that the body of 17,300 foreigners, taken. 
into Britith pay, would, including all contingencies, oc- 
cafion an asi of no lefs than 1,500,000]. within the 
courte of a twelve month. It was faid in the debates—as 
‘Fhe colonies are to be devoted to the horrors of war, 
and to be treated as a nation from,which we have xp3- 


|- rienced evety kind of coritumelious ulage. Unprovided 


with a fufficient number of troops for thé cruel purpofes 
defiened, or unable to prevail upon the natives of this 
country to lend their hands to fuch a fanguinary bufi- 
nels, minifters have applied to thofe foreign princes who’ 
trade in human blood, and hired armies of mercenaries 


for the work of deftruction. An army of foreigners is 


a 


now to be introduced into the Britifh dominians, not to 
protect them from invafion, not to deliver them from 


the ravages of an hoftile army, but to affift one half of 


the inhabitants in maflacring the other. This foreiga 


— connection will be produétive of the moft fatal events. 


- Hitherto this unhappy difpute has been confined to thé 
VoL. I. is geet 
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1776. people of the Britifh empire: the colonies have not 


fhown a difpofition for the calling in of any other nation 
as an umpire. They apparently depend upon them- 
{elves for its fupport and termination ; and do not, in 
all probability, imagine that we can be fo imprudent as 
to affociate others to our-domeftic feuds. But when 
they fee that we have a.recourfe to this odious expedi- — 
ent, they will no longer think themfelves bound to ftand 
fingly in the conteft: they will after our example apply 
to ftrangers for affiftance. They will connect themfelves 
with fach, as inftead of requiring fubfidies, will fupply — 
them with men and money—fuch as will efpoufe their | 
quarrel, not from mercenary motives; but from hoftile 
confiderations to this country, from ancient habits of 
inveteracy, from a thirft of revenge for the loffes and 
humiliations occafioned by our arms. . i 
The plea of neceffity was the conftant fhield with 


“which the miniftry covered all the meafures that had been 


lately adopted. But with regard to the prefent, they 
afferted-Treating with foreign princes for the loan of 
their troops, is far from being detrimental; the terms 
are not exorbitant, confidering how indifpenfibly they 
were known to be wanted, the extraordinary fervice they 
are to go upon, the lands and feas they are to traverfe 
in going forth and coming home, and the great uncer- 
tainty of their return. ‘Phe computation of the expences 
attending them are-over-rated, But had the expence been 
greater, the emergency is fuch that we muft have com- 
plied with any terms dermanded. ‘Che Americans have 


. thrown themfelves out of our protection, and are become 


_ftrangers ; fo that we fhould not fcruple to employ againft 
them, both ovr own forces and thofe of our allies. 


Little 


AMERICAN REVOLUTION, 


foreign powers may give to America: it is fo evident, 
that their plaineft intereft. militates again{t their under- 
taking the defence of the colonies, that it is not a fub- 


: ject deferving of difcuffion. 


After violent debates, the queftion was carried in favor 


of miniftry by 100 votes to 32. But not without a 


proteft, wherein the lords fay, ‘“« We have reafon to ap- 
prehend, that when the colonies come to underftand, 
that Great Britain is forming alliances and hiring foreign 
troops for their deftruction, they may think they are 
well juftified, by the example, in endeavouring to avail 
themfelves of the like affiftance ; and that France, Spain, 
Pruffia, or other powers of Europe, may think they 


have as good a right as Heffe, Brunfwick, and Hanau, 
_ to interfere in our domeftic quarrels.” When this bufi- 
nefs was decided, another came on, which occafioned 
no lefs ferment. The fecretary of war gave notice, that Mar. 
| the fum of 845,000]. would be neceffary to ete the 


extraordinary expences from the commencement of 
March the preceding year, to the end of laft January. 
| This information: excited one of the moft violent ftorms 
of oppofition ever known. ‘ Never, (faid they) was fo 
| vaft a demand for contingent expences incurred in fo 
fhort atime.” From the various calculations made on 
‘this gccafion, they inferred, that no lefs than one hun- 
dred pounds a man had been expended on the garrifon 
of Bofton, within lefs than the term of a year; during 
which time, they had been reduced to great extremities, 
through want of provifions; and had endured a variety 
of wretchednefs, The miniftry, though affailed with 
much vehemence, ftood their ground upon the appro- 
| Gre | bation 
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THE HISTORY OF THE 
bation and authority of parliament. They aroued=wAs 
to the expenditure of ‘thofe fums, which are loaded with 
heavy cenfures, it ought to be remembered, that the ope- 
rations they were employed in, were numerous and 
chargeable; and that the various undertakings which 
had been refolved upon, were of fo novel and difficult a. 


‘nature, as to require the mott refolute exertions, and the 


“Mar. 
the 


mott liberal fupport. The Maffachutetts had exercifed, 


that refiftance for which, net imagining it would have 


been carried to fuch extremities, they had not made an 
adequate preparation: but now that nothing lefs than 
the moft daring and ftubborn oppofition was expected 
from the colonifts, they fhould no longer withhold their 
ftrength ; but fhould put it forth in fuch a manner, as— 
would fhow that Britain was fully able. to crufh them. 
A fefion or two more-of firmnefs and vigor, would 
bring about an alteration of affairs, and make the colo-_ 
nies repent of the provocations they had given to this 
country. ‘Fhe motion for the fupply was carried by a 


“majority of 180 to 57.. 


_A frefh attempt was made in the houfe of lords to. 
prevent a continuance of ~hoftilities: The duke of 
Grafton moved, that an addrefs fhould be prefented to 
the throne, requefting that, in order to {top the further 
effufion of blood, and to manifeft the fincere defire of 
king and parliament to reftore peace, and redreis oriev- 
ances, 4 proclamation might be iffued, declaring, that 
-f the colonies fhould prefent a petition to the com=, 
mander in chief of his majefty’s forces in America, or 
eo the commiffioners appointed for fuch purpofes, fet- 
ting forth what they ‘confidered to be their jut rights 
and real grievances, the king would confent to a fufpen- 
fion 


— 
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fion of arms, and refer their petition to parliament, 1776. 
where they might be confident it would be duly con- 
fidered and anfwered. All the reafonings of thofe wha 

| fupported the motion were totally ineffectual: it was re- 
'je€ted by a majority of near three to one. ‘Thus ended. 

| a debate, which put a period, for a while, to all attempts 
for conciliatory meafures, in either houfe of parliament, 
But the lord mayor, aldermen, and commons of the 
city of London, ftill continued their endeavours, in 
‘an humble and decent addrefs, which they prefented 

|to his majefty. The anfwer, though not according to Mar. 
‘their petition, was no wife irritating; and expreffed as aig 
| rnuch mercy and clemency to the Americans, adjudged 

ito be in a ftate of rebellion, as could be expected, con- . 

| fidering what coercion was going forward. Some of the April 
| Brunfwick troops failed from Spithead under convoy of oe 
| two men of war, and were followed the next day by | 
Igens. Burgoyne and Phillips ; Burgoyne had left Bofton 

| in December, and returned home after a fhort pafiage. 

| etters patent, by his miajefty’s order, paffed under May 


}the g great feal, conftituting lord Howe and gen. Howe, 
ito be his mayjetty’s ecommifioners for reftoring peace to 


the colonies in North America, and for granting pardon 
to fuch of his majefty’s fubjects there, now in rebellion, as 
fhall deferve the royal mercy. The fame day, commodore. 
| Hotham, with all the tran{ports, having the firft divifion 
of Heffians on board, failed from St. Helen’s for North 
America. The troops are to affift in forcing the rebels 
‘to afle mercy. Five days after, his lordthip followed in 
Bthe Eacle man of war. 

| According to the eftimates laid before parliament, the 
army to be aie ed againft the. Americans, in different . 
| R 2 | «quarters, 


a 


SI ER 


a 


Sa z nemennren site Fa 
aes ee a ck edd en nm a ee “= oes = 
== as sc as = = sige = are 


246 


T4E HISTORY OF THE 


f 


1776. quarters, amounts to 55,000 men, befide all the recruits 


ee 


raifed in Canada and other parts of the continent, which — 


may amount to 5000. Thefe eftimates muft however have — 
fuppofed the regiments full. But after deducting for 
deficiencies in all conceivable ways, we may allow the 
whole land force, with which the united colonies will have 
to combat, to be at leaft 40,000 privates and officers... 

His majefty went to the houle of peers; gave his royal 
affent to fuch bills as were prefented ; and then put an — 
énd to the feffion. In his fpeech he faid, “ It is with — 
pleafure I inform you, that the affurances which I have _ 
received of the difpofitions of the feveral powers: in | 
Europe, promife a continuance of the general tranquil- 
lity.” | 

Many in Britain are more than ever difgufted with | 
éoercive meafures, from the ill fuccefs which has at- 
tended their execution. The difafters which have hap- 
pened, have made a deep impreflion upon their minds; 
and they are ready to impute them, rather to the ini- | 
quity, than to the imprudence of the fchemes in agita- 
tion, But adminiftration has been fupported: by. both 
the prefs and the pulpit. Several pamphlets, compofed — 
with much art and ability, and recommended ‘by many 


” of the beauties of language, have painted in black and 


hateful colours, the claims and conduct of the Ameri+— 
cans; and have, by that mean, not a little inflamed the 
refentment of the mother country. One of the leading 
methodift preachers, Mr. W—, has revived the doctrines 
of paffive obedience and non-refiftance, nearly as afferted | 
in the Jaft century. He declines practifing them toward 
his fuperiors in the Englifh church, of which he pro-- 
fees himfelf a member, The doctors Johnfon and 
Shebbeare, 


Span Vereravemarern ewe 


A Mb B lnOeh hae BEY OL Unt t.0 N. 2 


Shebbeare, as in duty and gratitude bound for their re- 1776. 


fpective penfions, have publifhed many ingenious things 

on the fide of miniftry. But none have diftinguithed 

themfelves more among the political champions of the. 
day, than Dr. Price. He publifhed in February a moft 
admirable piece, ftiled, ““ Obfervations on the nature of 
civil liberty, the principles of government, and the 
juftice and policy of the American war.” Such was the 
avidity with which it was read, that it ran through four 
editions within a month. His opponents may write 
againft-it as much as they will, but they will never be 
able to confute it. On the 24th of March, at a court 
of common-council, a motion was made and carried, 

«* That the thanks of the court be given to Dr. Price; 
for his excelient pamphlet on civil liberty ; alfo, t that the 
freedom of the city be prefented to him in 2 gold box.” 
‘Three days after, at a court of affiftants of the drapers 
company, a motion was made and carried to prefent 
the doétor with the freedom of that company. The doc- 
tor has conveyed his acknowledgments to the lord mayor, 
aldermen, and common-council ; and exprefled his hope 


that their approbation would lead the public to fix their. 


views more on fuch meafures as fhould fave a fhking’ 


conftitution, and preferve us from impending calamitic fi 
You may wifh to know the fentiments of the French — 


relative to the American conteft. Thofe of the nobility 
and gentry, who are tolerably verfed in the Englifh lan- 
guage, accuftom themfelves to the reading of the papers 


. containing the difputes between Britain and the colonies, 


The generality conceive of the affair as a family quarrel, 
which the parties will make up after awhile. Whatever 
BART: may wifh, as to its continuance and increafe, and 
R 4 however 
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1776. however they may covertly contribute toward its fap. 


port, they will decline, for the prefent, all public inter~ 
ference, and give the moft fatisfaCtory affurances to the 
court of Tiowioks from an apprehenfion that both fides 
would otherwile accommodate, unite and fail upon them. 
Should the late aéts which parliament have paiied, and: 
the hiring of German auxilia ries, force the conerefs into 
a declaration of indepesdence, they will fill remain in- 
active, whatever preparations they may make, until fome 
very favorable occurrence brings them forward. ‘Till 
then, they will not think of taking the colonies by the 
hand; left Britain fhould, upon its being done, offer 
every thing fhort of independence, and thereby unite os 
them afrefh to the mother country ; which might dif- 
grace France in the eyes of other European powers, if” 
not expofe her to worfe confequences. 7 | 
You will eafily conceive of my eager expectation of 


hearing from you fhortly. The operations in America 


will foon be extremely interefting. Let your informa: 


tions be-as early and frequent as poffible, » 


LEAT, iba Beast 


Roxbury, ‘July 19, 1776. 
SHE affairs of i is fhall Ss aeipadl our firft atten= 
tion. | call) 

Sir Guy Carleton has tréated the prifoners, taken at the 


attack of Quebec, both officers and privates, with the 


ytmolt . 
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when returning his fword, Sir Guy faid, «* You" were 
certainly deceived in our numbers, and did not expect 
we were fo ftrong.” The major anfwered, * No, we 
knew your ftreneth.” Carleton perfifted, “* You mutt 
have been deceived ; for you never could have attacked 
us, had you known that we were double your number.” 
The major rejoined, “ We were not deceived ; but were 
perfuaded, that many of your men would not fight, and 
thought that fome of them might join us.” The dif 
courfe was changed, and foon ended. 

The blockade of Quebec was continued; but great 
were’ the fears of the Americans, as they had no 
more than 400 men to do duty, while there were upward 
of three times the number in the city. They were in 
daily expectation, that the latter would fally out upon 


-utmoft humanity. In conyerfation with major Meigs, 1776 


them. At length capt. Seaborn, with twenty-feven men Jan. 


from the Maffachufetts, arrived for their encouragement; 
and was followed by other {mall reinforcements, whereby 
they were enabled to reft one night out of two, which 
had not been the cafe fora month. They advanced, 
and began again to erect works before Quebe¢: but 
their ordnance proved inadequate. All the troops that 
could be {pared from the garrifon of Montreal were fent 


25 


down: but it was not till late in February, that the Feb. 


army before the city amounted to 960, officers included ; 
of rank and file fit for duty, the number was only 772. 
Mr. Beaujeu imbodied a party of Canadians, with 


18, 


the defign of raifing the fiege; but was encountered, Mar. 


and eafily difperfed by a detachment from the continen- 
tals. The mifconduct of the: American foldiery how- 
ever, loft them the friendfhip of the Canadians. The 


accoung - 
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1776. account forwarded by an officer was to the following — 
purport—* When gen. Montgomery firft penetrated -" 
the country, the Canadians were friendly. His moft. | 


unfortunate fate and other accidents have produced fuch 
a change, thatgthey can be no more looked upon as 
friends. . Their clergy have been neglected, perhaps ill 
-ufed, and fo are unanimoufly, though privately againtt 
the Americans. ‘Ihe peafantry in general have been 
-mal-treated ; in fome inflances have been dragooned, 
with the point of the bayonet, to furnifh wood at a lower 
rate than the current price. They have had given them, 
for articles furnifhed, certificates which are not legible, 
or are without a fignature; fo that one half of them 
have, of confequence, been rejected by the quarter 
mafter general. They have had promifes of payment, 
without being paid ; and fo been brought to look upon 
the promifes as vague, their labor and property as loft, and 
congrefs as bankrupt. With refpe&t to the better fort | 
of people, both French and Englifh, feven-eighths with 


to fee the throats of the continentals cut. The whole 
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country has been left without any kind of Jaw, other than 
chat of the arbitrary and defpotic power of the fword in 
the hands of the feveral commanding officers, too fre- 
‘quently abufed in all cales of this nature. The Ameri- 
cans have themfelves brought about by mifmanagement, 
what gen. Carleton himféelf could never effect. A prieft’s 
l houfe has been entered with great violence, and _ his 
watch plundered from him. At another houfe, the 
Americans ran in debt about twenty fhillings fterling ; | 
and becaufe the owner wanted to be paid, they ran him 
through the neck with a bayonet. Women and children , 
have been terrified, and forced to furnith horfes to pri- 
vate 
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vate foldiers without any profpect of pay. While the 1776. 
Canadians have in this way been alienated from, and 
imbittered againft the continentals; thefe have been prac- 
_ tifing the moft fcandalous wafte of provifions, and by 
it, abfurdly adding to the danger arifing-from their other 
conduct.” On the receipt of this information, congrels Apr, 
refolved, ‘‘ That inftructions be fent to the commiffie 23¢ 
oners, to caufe juftice to be done to the Canadians :—- 
and that the commanding officer in Canada, be directed 
to be very attentive to military difcipline, and to inflict 
| exemplary punifhment on all thofe who violate the mi- 
_~ litary regulations eftablifhed by congrefs.” They had 
| before ordered four battalions to Canada, they now added 
fix more ; and directed the commiffary general to for- 
ward 2000 barrels of pork thither with all poMible dif- 


pa i he ee 


patch. 

While the troops lay before Quebec, they caught the - 
fmall-pox from a girl, who had been a nurfe in the city 
hofpital, and came out among them. The diftemper 
fpread, and the foldiers inoculated themfelves for their 
own fafety, regardlefs of all orders to the contrary. The 
reinforcements, which were daily arriving, practifed the 
fame method; fo that though, by the 1ft of May, the May 
army confifted of more than 3000 men, there were not 1 
goo fit for duty at the feveral pofts; and the whole were 
greatly fcattered for want of barracks. What added to 
the diftrefs, medicines and every thing neceflary for the 
fick were wanted. This was the fituation of the troops, 
when gen. Thomas arrived to take the command; but 
‘ftill fomething was attempted. The river about Quebec 
being fufficiently cleared from ice, the Americans took 3. 
the opportunity of the flood for fending up a fire-fhip, 
about 
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1776 about ten at night, in order to fire the nipping ‘and 
- drew up réady to attack the walls, if the fire fhould take 


place. They were provided with ladders; and their 
{cheme was well laid. Had it fucceeded, the’garrifon 
mutt have been thrown into great confufion; and had 
that opportunity for making an aMfault been embraced, 
the town mutt have been in imminent danger of being 
taken. The fhip coming from below was at firft fup- 
pofed to be a friend, arrived from fea to the relief of the 


befieged. Being night it was not till fhe was very near” 


the fhipping, that fhe was difcovered to be an enemy, 
when a heavy fire at her commenced; the people on 
board, finding that they were no longer concealed, light- 


ed the train, and in a moment fhe was in a blaze; her 


fails took fire, and checked her way: and the me be- 


ginning to ebb, fhe was carried down the river. The. 


men made their efcape in boats. 

General Thomas perceiving that nothing effectual 
could be done by the army in its prefent condition, learn- 
ing that they had only three days provifion, and appre- 
henfive of the danger that would take place upon the 
arrival of Britith reinforcements, called a council of war, 
when it was concluded to make the beft retreat in their 
power. The meafures which immediately followed, 
were fufficient indications to the enemy of what was in- 
tended: It fo happened, that early in the morning 
after the retreat was concluded upon, the Surprife fri- 
gate from Great Britain arrived, and was foon followed 
by the Ifis of 54 guns, and the Martin floop, with fuc- 
cours. They had by the zeal and activity of the officers 
and crews forced their way through the ice, while the 


aia up the river was deemed almoft impracticable. 


They 
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of the agth regiment, which were landed with all expe- 
dition, About noon, gen. Carleton having joined them 
to his. own troops, marched out, 800 ftrong, to attack 
the Americans, who had began their retreat before ; for 
gen. [homas could not hazard waiting an attack, as he 
-was not able to collect more than about 300 men, on 
account of their being fo {cattered on Point Levi, Ile 
of Orleans, Beau Port, and other villages. The Ame- 
icans abandoned their baggage, artillery, ftores and 
other encumbrances. The fick got off as they could, 
creeping away from the hofpitals, many with the {mall- 
pox fullonthem, The Canadians proved kind, fecreted 
and took care of them, till they were able to march off 
and join their comrades. Sir Guy Carleton did not take 

more than about 100 prifoners. The king’s troops, 

that had juft arrived, were in no condition for a purfuit ; 

but could the whole have followed with vigor, they mutt 

shave taken or deftroyed nearly all the American forces, 
for they had little ammunition. They retreated forty- 
five miles before they ftopped, having marched almoft 

the whole night. After halting a few days, they pro- 
‘ceeded to Sorel, in a condition not to be exprefled by 
words; but had the fatisfa¢tion of being joined. there 

by four regiments, that were waiting for them. Here 

they remained, and were reinforced by the arrival of 

other battalions, During this period gen. Thomas fick- 

ened of the fmall-pox, and died, Having ordered that 

the troops fhould not inoculate, he would not have a- 

recourfe to that precaution for his own fecurity. The 

_Amenicans have loft in him one of their beft generals. 
He was amiable in private and public life. Contented 

| | with 


They had on board 100 marines, and two companies 1776. 
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1776. with domeftic happinefs, he was not ambitious of an 


exalted ftation; but was ready to ferve his country in 


the moft hazardous fituation. Gen. Thompion com- 
manded after Thomas fickened, and» when the latter 
died, the command devolved on gen. Sullivan, who had 
repaired to Canada early in May. | 

The Americans had for fome time pofted at the Ce- 
dars, a fmall fort forty-three miles above Montreal, a 


party of 390 men, under the command of col. Beadle. 


Capt. Forfter, with a detachment of the 8th regiment, 
about 40, Canadians 100, and 500 Indians, but with- 
out cannon, defcended from the lakes, and approached 
toward the fort *. The colonel, in a cowardly manner, 
abandoned his command to major Butterfield, and re- 
paired to Montreal for a reinforcement. The major 
having little or no more courage than the other, fur- 
rendered the fort without making any refiftance worth 
noticing. Mean while, major Henry Sherburne was de- 
tached with 140 men from Montreal; but col. Beadle, 
valuing fafety more than fidelity or honor, refufed to 
return with the reinforcement. It was the day after the 
{urrender before major Sherburne could proceed from the 
lake (which he was obliged to crofs) with 100 men includ- 
ing himfelf. The reft were left for guards and other 
fervices. About noon they fet out for the Cedars, dif- 
tant nine miles. Having marched about five, they were 
attacked by a body of about 500 Indians and Canadi- 
ans, who, under cover of a wood, fired upon them. 
The Americans maintained an obftinate engagement 
for an hour and forty minutes; when the Indians ‘hav- 
ing furrounded them, rufhed upon and difarmed them. 


* Journals of Congrefs, vol. ii. Pp. 257s 
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with tomahawks and other inftruments of death. They 
loft in the action’ twenty-eight killed and wounded. 
About twenty were afterward killed in cold bleod; and 
feven or eight were carried off by the Indians. The 
prifoners were immediately {tripped almoft naked, drove 
to the fort, and delivered to capt. Forfter, whofe fuc- 
cefs in taking the fort was not known before the action. 
The enemy had two and twenty killed, among them a 
chief warrior of the Seneca tribe, on account of whofe 
death the prifoners were probably treated with the grofler 
infult and abufe. Arnold; who had been made a_bri- 
gadier general the beginning of January, had com- 
manded in Montreal fome time, having returned thither 
‘upon gen. Wootter’s going down to Quebec. He was 
‘defirous of remedying’ the evil that had taken place at 
the Cedars, and went forward with a party of between 
8 and goo men to the lake. When it was difcovered 
that the general was approaching: and making difpofi- 
tions to attack the enemy, capt. Forfter:'took care to ac- 
quaint him, that if he would not agree to a propofed 
cartel, (which major Sherburne and the: other officers 
had been required to fign and had figned) but proceeded 
to attack him, every man of the prifoners would be put 
to inftant death by the Indians. Gen. Arnold was @- 
tremely averfe’to entering into any agreement, but was 
at length induced by the motive. of faving the prifon- 
ers, .A cartel was concluded upon and figned on the 
a ath, for the exchange of 2 majors, g captains, 20 
fubalterns, and 443 foldiers. It was agreed that four 
American captains fhould be fent to Quebec as hoftages, 
and remain there until the prifoners are exchanged. 


! 
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Let us now direé& our attention © Sir Guy Carletor, | 
who had a frefh, opportunity of exercifing his humanity 
toward the Americans. ‘That the fick, who were lett 
behind and could not get off when the others fled from _ 
before Quebec, might not perithy he iflued a proclama- 
tion, commanding the proper officers to find out and. 
afford the unhappy perfons ail neceflary relief at the 
public expence s and to render the benefit complete, and 
to prevent obftinacy oF apprehenfion from marting its 
effect, he affured them, that upon recovering they fhould 
have free liberty of returning to, their refpective pro- » 
vinces. ) 

Toward the end of May feveral regiments arrived s 
and the Britifh force in Canada, when completed, was 
eftimated at about 13,000 Men, The general rendez- 
ywous Was appointed to be at Three Rivers, half way be- ; 
‘ween Quebec and Montreal, about go miles from each. 

The place takes its name from the vicinity of one of the 

branches of a large river, whofe waters are difcharged, — 
through three mouths, into that of St. Lawrence. The 

Brith and Brunfwick troops were at this time much _ 
feparated. A confiderable body was »at Three Rivers _ 
under gen. Frazer. Another under gen. Nefbit lay near 


bit 


a 


‘¢ on board the: tranfports. A creater than either, ~ 
with the generals Carleton, Burgoyne, Philips, and © 
‘Reidefel, was in feveral divifions by land and water, 
on its way from Quebec. Gen. Sullivan, from the in- | 
formation he received, concluded, upon an expedition i 
againft, as he apprehended, the Britifh advanced guard 
at Three Rivers, the execution of which was committed 
to gen. Thompson. The latter embarked at Sorel, with” 
1800 men, under colonels Maxwell, St. Clair and Wayne, ° 
3 | a 
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| in fifty boats, and coafting the fouth fide of Lake 17766 


St. Peter, where the St. Lawrence fpreads to a ereat 
extent, arrived at Nicolet, from whence they fell down 
the river by night, and paffed to the other fide, with an 


intention of furprifing the forces under gen. Frazer. 
Three Rivers is to be confidered rather as a long vil- 
_ lage, than a regular town. The plan was to land nine. 
miles above the town, fo feafonably as to march down 


under cover of the night, and to attack it a little before 


day-break. By reafon of unexpedted delays, it was fo June 
long ere the troops landed, that in a few minutes % 


the day light appeared. They had then to make a forced. 


_march of nine miles. They haftened, ran down hill 
and up, and got tired. The general pufhed on, having 


procured a Canadian guide, who was either ignorant or 


unfaithful; for a little before fun-rife he found his forces 
| were too much out of the way. They returned, but 
/ loft the road on the fide of the river; were foon how- 
ever, in view of fome of the enemy’s boats, between 
which and the flanking party feveral balls were exchang- 
ed. They then quickened their pace, and continued 
advancing in fight of the fhipping, with drum beating 


and fife playing, as they knew they were didevetain 


‘They foon heard the fpeaking trumpets found «“ Jand 
Ithe troops—land the troops.” The general judging 
|there was no poftibility of paffing the thips, without be-. 


ing expofed to all their fire; and yet determining to 


Joerfift in the expedition, filed off at a right angle from 


the river. He meant to take a circuitous route, and ~ 
enter the town on the back fide. A bad morafs inter- 
pofed; the troops entered it; they were then about two 
miles from the town. A worfe march, for about a mile 


and a half, did not offer in all Arnold’s expedition; the 
Vor. ily > men 
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1796, men were almoft mired. About nine o’clock they came: 


to acleared fpot; formed and got into fome order about 
ten. They advanced, but before the rear had got off 
the place of formation, the front received a heavy fire 
from the enemy, which ftruck, them with terror. The. 
fre was inftantly repeated; and though .the balls flew 
over the heads of the troops, without doing any mate- 
rial execution, they gave way and crowded back in the 
utmoft confufion, which left them without a leader, fo 
that every one did as he pleafed. They turned their 
faces up the river, and haftened through the fwamp as 
faft as poffible. About eleven they began to collect, 
and after a while learnt from the Canadians, that the 
enemy had fent a detachment, with feveral field pieces. 
by land, to cut off their retreat, and a party by water — 
to feize their boats. About four they were told, that 
the enemy had fecured the bridge before them, which it 
was fuppofed they mutt pafs. They were alfo foon con~ 
vinced, that a large body was clofe in their rear. Col. 
Maxwell ordered all who had collected together to halt, 
called the officers to him and faid, * MV bat thall we 
do? Shall we fight rhofe in the front or in the rear? or 
thall we tamely fubmit? or fhall we turn off into the 
woods, and each man fhift for himfelf??? The laft pro- 
pofal was preferred; but the enemy was fo near, that 
the rear of the Americans was expofed to another tre- 
mendous fire, while going down the hill into the woods, 
hut the balls flew over them without injuring any. The 
perfon, who was -ntrufted with the care of the boats, 
had removed them in time to a fecure place, fo that the 
lofs of the Americans, which muft otherwife have been 
much greater, amounted only to about 200 prifoners. 
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The troops that efcaped began to colleét about ten the 1776 


ext day, and by noon were confiderably numerous, 
They got along by degrees, and by fun-fet the day fol- 
lowing arrived oppofite Sorel. 
col. Irwin, the fecond in command, with fome other 
officers, were taken. The killed and wounded of the 
king’s troops was trifling. This attempt to furprife the 
Britifh troops at Three Rivers, which may appear to 
have been a defperate undertaking, would f{carce have 
been made, had it been known, in time, how much 
they had been reinforced by freth arrivals; and proba- 
bly ought to have been abandoned the moment that the 


_-furprife was no longer poffible. 


~ A Re king’s forces having joined at Three Rivers, pro- 
ceeded by land and water to Sorel, off which the fleet 
arrived in the evening, a few hours after the rear of the 
Americans had left it. A confiderable body was land 


ed, and the command of the column given to gen. Bur- 
“-goyne, with inftructions to purfue the continental army 
tip the river to St. John’s, but without hazarding any 
7 thing till another column on his right fhould be able to 
co-operate with him. Sir Guy’s extraordinary precau- 
| tion’in putting nothing to the hazard, when not abfo- 


lutely neceffary, gave the Americans the opportunity of 
-efcaping. Had Burgoyne been inftru@ed to prefs on 
with the utmoft expedition; great numbers of them mutt. 


have been made prifoners, and but few would have 
| crofled Lake Champlain. | 


Major Nathan Fuller, of col, Bond’s Maflachuftts 


“regiment, was intrufted with the care of the baggage, 
| when the Americans retreated up the Sorel, 
}on board feveral veffels, 
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3 It was put 
They had a fine paflage for a 
while, 
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-1776-while, but at length were becalmed fo long as to give 


the advance of the Britifh an opportunity of approach- 
ing them apace. The major acquainted gen. Sullivan, 
who was confiderably a-head, of the dangerous fituation. 
he fhould foon be in. The general fent a hundred bat-_ 


to accomplifh the work, and was in fome danger before 


teaus to bring off the men and baggage; and gave orders 4 
for burning the veffels. The major had but juft time | 


it was Gnifhed. Gen. Arnold, with his troops, left Mont-. 


not the wind failed, would probably have arrived at 
‘Longueil the fame night, and about the fame time 
with gen. Arnold. The general carried away with him 
from Montreal a quantity of goods, which he ordered 
‘col. Hazen to take charge of; but the colonel difap- 
proving the meafure, would have nothing to do. with 
them. When the troops-entered the road near Cham- 


blee, they occafioned fach an alarm in the place, that— 


the three companies of artillery formed immediately and > 
marched up the hill to meet them; which brought on — 
a difcovery of their belonging to gen. Arnold, and being 
‘from Montreal. When the army left Chamblee, the 
-men were obliged to drag their loaded batteaus, to the 


-pumber of .100 or more, fome with-cannon in them, - 


cup the rapids, by bodily ftrength and up to the middle 


sn water. Here they deftroyed the faw mills, three vef- 


{els and three gondolas, together with all the batteaus 


which they could not bring off. | Major Fuller com- 
-manded the rear; confifting of soo men, and had under 
his care the batteaus and bageage. The Britifh entered 


Cham- 


real and crofied at Longueil from the ifland to’ the con- 
‘tinent, on his way to Chamblee. <A great part of the a 
Britifh fleet and army failed for the fame place, and had 
i 
a 
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Chamblee at one end, while he quitted it at the other. 1776. 
When he was about a mile beyond the town, all his 
party, except feventy, pufhed off to efcape danger. 
Soon after you leave Chamblee, in the way to St. John’s, 
_ the road enters a wood, which thickens as you advance’ 
| in it. ‘Though the road is open and good, yet the brufh 
_ wood and trees on each fide afford fuch a cover to par- 
_ ties, that you cannot afcertain their number, nor be 
- fure that there are not ambufhes in various places. The’ 
_ major had an aétive, fenfible, bold officer in the fecond 
lieutenant, Mr. George *, who remained with him. The 
_ lieutenant was ordered, with 27 men, to flank the ad- 
' vancing parties of the enemy. He, by dividing his 


=| 


men, concealing them on each fide of the road, employ- 
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ing them in popping with their guns on the enemy, 
- firft in one place, then in another; and fo changing the 
, fcene of their attack, as though they were far more nu- 
merous, amufed the advance of the enemy in fuch a 
manner, as to fave the rear. Major Fuller imputes it 
very much to the conduct of lieut. George, that the 
- rear, and of courfe the boats and baggage were faved. 
|The falvation of thefe was probably the falvation of the 
army. When the major found himfelf abandoned, he 
fent forward a meffenger to col. Stark and other officers, 
who were not far before, acquainting them with his fitu- 
: ation, and requefting their affiftance. Cols. Stark, Poor, 
Porter and others, immediately put themfelves under 
| the command of the major, who had alfo fent on an ex- - 
» prefs to St. John’s, to inform gen. Sullivan of his dan- 
ger, and the neceffity of a fpeedy reinforcement. The 
general haftened away 1500 men under col. Bond, who 


* Afterward captain George, of Watertown, near Bofton. Pai 
SiR, | pos met Bt 
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met the major about half way between the two places, 
feven miles from Chamblee. The danger being ended 
by the arrival of the reinforcement, the major left the. 
command to his colonel, and went forward to carry gen. 
Sullivan the agreeable news of all being fafe, which, 
after the various falfe diftraGting reports that had reached 
him, was received with inconceivable tranfport. The 
major loft but twe men in the retreat; the lofs was oc- 


cafioned by their getting drunk ; but from them the 


enemy couid learn. nothing of the majors real condi- 
tion time enough to take the advantage of it *, 
General Burgoyne arrived at St. Yobn’s in the evening. 


The Americans had taken away every thing and fet fire. 


to the forts and barracks. Major John Bigelow flayed 
with about .40 men, till they, were deftroyed, and -at 
dutk pufhed off his. boats - for. Ifle aux Notx, to which 


the whole army had repaired, ». Greater confufion than. 


it had been in during the retreat, is feldom heard of 5 
and yet the lofs it fuftained is too inconfiderable, to be 
given in detail, or in tum total. ° From the Ifle the army 


proceeded to Crown Point, without any danger from a 


purfuit—-every boat that could be found being .deftroy- 


ed, and eyery thing done to impede the enemy. ‘The 


Americans had alfo the command of Lake Champlain ; 


and will continue matters: of it, until a number of vef- - 


{els can be procured t to give Sir Guy Carleton a fuperi- 
ority, and enable him to traverfe it with fatery. Other 
matters will now demand our attention. ° 


The New Hamp/bire reprefentatives voted cmanicnotial 


that their delegates at the continental congrefs be in- 


* 


* Major, now col. Fuller, of Newtown, informed me of ikon par= 


ftrugted 


ticylars in which he was concerned. 
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ftructed to join with the other colonies in declaring the 1776. 


Thirteen United Colonies, a-free and independent ftate, 
(not ftates) 8c. provided the regulation of their inter- 
nal police be under the direction of their own affembly. 
It appears by a return of the inhabitants, that the fum 
total of all the males, females, whites and negroes, 
amounts to $2,394. The total excefs of males is 1131. 
The males in the continental army are 2488. If of 
thefe fo many as 1357 furvive the fervice and return, 
the males and females are equal. In about twenty years 
the inhabitants will be double the number. ‘“ It has 
been found by calculations, that America has doubled her 
numbers, even by natural generation alone, upon an 
average, about once in eighteen years *.”” The conti- 
nuance of the war, unlefs exceflively deftructive, will 
make no material difference. ‘In the French war, 
which lafted from 1755 to 1763 (during which time the 
colonies made great exertions, and had in the field a great 
number of men) it was found that the population had 
increafed nearly as faft as in times of peace +.” 
. One Mugford, who had been a mafter of fome trad- 
ing veffel, applied to gen. Ward for the command of a 
continental cruifer which lay unemployed. By his im- 
portunity and profeffions he prevailed, and had an order 
given him. ‘The captain made ail poffible expedition, 
got poffeffion of the, veflel, procured powder and ball, 
and with twenty men pufhed immediately into Bofton 
bay. After he was gone frem the general, the latter re- 


, ceived fuch a bad character of him, that he fent off an 


= 


exprefs to recall the order; but it was too late, Mug- 


* Letters of Mr. John Adams to Dr Calkoen, p. 14+ 
+ Letters of Mr, Adams, p. 13. 
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1776. ford had failed. He was no fooner in the bay, but the 


thip Hope of 270 tons, 4 guns, ‘and 17 men, prefented 
to view. She was laft from Corke, and had on board 
t5oo'barrels of powder, befide carbines and bayonets, 
travelling carriages for heavy cannon, a vaft variety of — 


‘tools, implements and neceffaries for the army and ar-_ 
‘tillery. "Capt. Mugford in his cruifer of fifty tons and 


May “four guns ran up to her, and ordered her to ftrike. The 


Ije 


A ties. - 


“would recover her. 


fafe through Pulling Point Gut. 
‘Bofton, who had been devoutly engaged in keeping the — 


Hope, either from the failors declining to fight, or from 


other motives, made no refiftance. Commodore Banks 
lay a few miles off with his men of war, and in fight ; 
‘and his boats might foon have been up-with the thip. 
‘The captain of the Hope, fenfible of this advantage, 


“gave orders for the men to cut the top-fail halliards and — 


-Mugeford heard the orders, and knew the confe- 
quence of executing them—that the failing of the fhip 
would be fo Jong prevented, that the men of war’s boats 
He therefore opened with vollies of | 
oaths and execrations; and in the moit horrid manner, 
threatened the captain and every one on board with im- 
mediate death if the orders were executed, upon which 


the captain was fo terrified as to defift! When Mug- 


ford had taken poffeffion of his prize, he was joined by 


two other fmall cruifers, who affifted in carrying her 
The inhabitants of 


- continental faft, had, on leaving their refpective places 


of worfhip i in the afternoon, the peculiar pleafure of fee- 
ing the moft valuable prize, on account of the powder, 
- ¢aken fince the commencement of the war, entering the 
harbour.” 


& | . Captain 
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Captain Mugford having fecured the Hope, and 177° 
‘meaning to go out again without lofs of time, failed down : x9, 
and came to an anchor in Pulling Point Gut, with the 

Lady Washington, on Sunday evening. They were 

attacked, about nine o’clock, by thirteen boats from 

the men of war at Nantafket. The boats were beaten 

off, with great lofs on the part of the enemy, in the 

deaths of the brave lieutenant, who commanded, and 
 feveral of his men: but Mugford, exerting himfelf he- 

_roically, was killed, and was the only perfon loft on the 

fide of the American cruifers. 

The Maffachufetts general court for promoting the 
making of faltpetre, had fome time back agreed to take 
in all that fhould be made by the firft of June at five 
and three-pence fterling the pound. On the week that 

 clofed the period of receiving it, they had purchafed 
| in this way 102,635 lb. There are fuch quantities yet 
coming in, made before the firft of June, that the 
court paffed an order to receive for fome time to come, 
at the faid price, all that fhall appear to be made before 
that time. | 

The harbour of Bofton had been left in a defencelefs 
. ftate ever fince the evacuation of the town, liable to the 
intrufions of a {mall naval force, which might have en- 
| tered-and fired the town, or laid it under contribution. 
The inhabitants of that and the neighbouring towns, 
being diffatisfied with its continuing fo, concluded upon 
affifting in erecting a fort upon Noddles Ifland. In the 
beginning of May a number of volunteers, both laity 
and clergy, repaired thither from time to time, and aided 
in ws work till it was finifhed ; while the poorer clafs 
were 
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1776 were rewarded for their labors. Something having been 


ve 


-done for the fecurity of the harbour, gen. Benjamin 


Lincoln, while the court was fitting, entertained the 


thought of driving the Britith fhipping from Nantafket, 


and planned a {cheme for effecting it. They confifted 
of a fifty gun fhip, commanded by commodore Banks, 


the Milford man of war, the Yankee Hero privateer, 


taken by the laft, and feven large tranfports lately, 
arrived with highlanders, an armed brig and two ichoon- 
ers. ‘The highlanders were fuppofed to be at leaft {even 
hundred. On Thurfday the Boftonians were acquainted 
by beat of drum, that an expedition was going to be 
undertaken againft the enemy at Nanta/ket. Detach- 


ments from colonels Marfhall and Witney’s regiments, 


and a battalion of train, commanded by col. Crafts, were 
embarked at the Long Wharf, together with cannon, 
ammunition, provifions, &c. and proceeded for Pettick’s 
Ifland and Hull, where they were joined by more troops 
and fea-coaft companies, fo as to make near 600 
men at each place. Militia from the towns in the 
vicinity of Bofton harbour, with a detachment from the 
train and fome field pieces, took poft on Moon Ifland, 
at Hoffs-neck, and at point Alderton. A detachment 
from the continental army under col. Whitcomb, with 
two eighteen pounders, and a thirteen inch mortar, &c, 
were embarked for Long Ifland, and there took poft, 
The troops did not arrive at the feveral places of deftina- 
tion till near morning: but when arrived, were active 


and alert in the higheft degree. The cannon were foon 


planted, and a fhot from Long Ifland announced their 


defign ; on which a fignal was made for the fleet to get 
: under 
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under way. The commodore bore and returned the 1776 
American fire with fpirit, till a fhot from Long Mand 
pierced his upper works, when he got under fail. Several 
fhells -were thrown at him, which might haften his de- 
parture, | 

. Thus was free egrefs and ingrefs to the harbour 

for all friendly veffels recovered on that very day, on 


which, two years before, the failing of every one of 


that kind from the port of Bofton cealed by virtue 
of a Britifh act of parliament. This circumftance was 
not thought of, when the expedition commenced; but 
was merely accidental, though it could not be over- 


Jooked when it had happened. ‘The fame day the houfe 


of aflembly received a letter from the prefident of the 
general convention of Virginia, enclofing their refolu- 
tions with refpe& to independency. 

'.Commodere Banks omitting to leave cruifers in the 
bay, afforded an opportunity to the American privateers 
of taking a number of highlanders. Three days after 17. 
his quitting it, the George and Annabella tranfports 
entered, after a paffage of feven weeks from Scotland, 
during the courfe of which thgy had not an opportunity 
of {peaking a fingle vefiel, that could give them the 
fmalleit information of the Britith treops having evacu- 
ated Bofton. They were attacked in the morning by 
four privateers, with whom they engaged till evening ; 
when the privateers bore away; on which the .tranfports 
puthed for Bofton harbour, not doubting but that they 


_ fhould receive protection, either from a fort or fhip of 


force ftationed for the fecurity of Britifh fhips. They 
{tood up for Nantafket road, when an American battery 
opened upon them, which was the firft ferious proof 

| ; | fia | they 
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1775 they had of the fituation of affairs at the port to which 


July 
2a 


they were deftined. ‘They were too far embayed to re- 
treat, as the wind had died away, and the tide of flood 
was not half expended. The privateers with which they 
had been engaged, joined by two others, made toward 
them. ‘They prepared for action. By fome misfortune 
the Annabella got a-ground fo far a-ftern of the George, 
that the latter expeéted but a feeble fupport from her 
mufketry. About eleven at night the privateers an- 
chored clofe by, and hailed them to ftrike the 
Britih flag. The mate of the George, and every {ailor 
onboard, the captain excepted, refufed to fight any 
longer; but every officer and private of the feventy-firft 
regiment, who were in the fhip, ftood to their quarters 
with ready obedience to the lieutenant colonel. On their 
refufing to ftrike, the action was renewed, when after a 
fharp combat of an hour and a half, they had expended 
every fhot belonging to their artillery. They were then 
obliged to yield, there being no power of efcaping, nor 
the moft diftant hope of relief. Their killed were eight 
privates and major Menzies, befide feventeen wounded. 
The major was buried with the honors of war at Bofton. 
The prifoners experienced the utmoft civility and good 
treatment. A week before the capture of thefe tran{ports, 
the Ann, in the fame fervice, was taken and carried into 
Marblehead, though commodore Banks was then at 
Nantafket. The number of highlanders taken is two 
hundred and fixty-feven privates, forty-eight others, be- 
fide the honorable Archibald Campbell, lreutenant colonel 
of the fecond battalion of the feventy-firft regiment. _ 
‘On motion in the Maflachufetts affembly it was voted 


_ unanimoufly, “ that if congrefs fhall think proper to_ 


declare 
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declare the colonies independent, this houfe will approve 1776. 


/ 


of the meafure.” 

- There is no doubt of its being approved by all the co~ 
lonies: but there has been much manceuvering in order 
to produce the neceflary difpofition among the New 
Yorkers ; of which you will form the beft idea, from the 
following letter written the beginning of May from New 
York, in anfwer to one of the preceding month from 
Philadelphia—“ Soon after I received your letter, I 
fent for col. Sears, Mr. John Smith and fome others, 
whom I knew to be ftanch, to fpend an evening with 
me, that I-might converfe with them upon the fubject 
(fuppofed to be that of taking up government.) It 
would not do to fhow your letter, or even hint that I 
had received it, but an opportunity for introducing the 
fubje& foon offered. A captain of my guard came and 
reported, that the committee of fafety had fent fome 
perfons to the main guard, who had no complaint lodged 
againft them. I immediately fent to the committee, and 
they fent a fub-committee to wait upon me. I afked 
them what charge they had to lay again{t the prifoners. 
They informed me, one was a collector who had not 
accounted for the money he had collected, and had abufed 
their congrefs. The others were in for different crimes. 
T told them, that I could by no means confent to have 
free citizens fubjeéted to trials by court martial. ‘They 
mutt try them by proper courts, if fuch there were; 

and if not, the offenders muft run at large, till neceffity 
obliged them to conftitute the proper courts. This 
opened the door for me, and I took advantage of 1t. 
The fub-committee thanked me for my care over the 


: poetics of their fellow citizens, and owned the neceffity 
of 
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Sears, Smith, &c. were 
firongly of that opinion, and all went home perfectly 
fatisfied, 
any thing more than accidental. The next day Greene 
and I were ordered to the jail to fee fome prifoners of 


and without fufpeéting the converfation was 


‘There I found fome perfons in for robbery, and 
As I found I had good fuccefs in the 
I determined to keep on, and frequently 


one for murder. 
beginnin 


took sedisin to mention the great difficulty, which mu 


attend their prefent ftate :—that it would be tyrannical 


to execute thofe perfons without a trial :—to try and exe- 
cute them, by procefs in the name of a king, with whom 
we were at war, would be abfurd:—and if neither of 
thefe methods were taken, they mutt, whether suilty or 
not, fuffer perpetual imprifonment. The argument 


took effect ; and even tories themfelves acknowledged it 


was beft to take up government, till reconciliation fhould. 


take place. This doétrine pleafed me well; for T knew 
tf vue Was OnCE affumed upon whatever motives, 
they would find that the Rubicon was paffed, and that they 
1 then, by the 


advice of my privy council, drew up a piece purporting 


could never return to their ancient form. 


a petition to the committee of fafety, to requeft leave 
from the continental congrefs to take up government, 


‘This piece I enclofe you, and though badly wrote, it 


fteers fo direétly betweén whiggifm and toryifm, that no 
perfon can tell whether it was drawn by a whig or tory. 


_My privy council informed me; that it had the defired 


effect; the whigs were fond of it, becaufe if it took 
effect, ‘their point was carried, and no retreat could ever 
take place ; the tories were fond of it, becaufe it held 


‘up the d-—d reconciliation they were feeking after. Being 


well 
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well informed of my fuccefs, I thought it time to found 1776 
our colonel (thought to be M‘Dougall.) I fent for him. 
We converfed freely upon the matter of: taking up go- 
vernment. He owned the neceffity of it, and faid it 
would be carried into execution at all events, at the 
meeting of their convention. He informed me, that 
almoft every perfon began to fee the neceflity; and that 
the inftructions, then drawing up for their delegates, 
mentioned nothing about effecting a reconciliation, but 
to protect and defend America. When I found him in 
the true way to happinefs, I difmiffed him, and attacked 
others ;—to tories I painted the evils attending their 
prefent ftate;—to whigs I held up the advantage of 
feizing the precious moment. I foon found my party 
increafe with furprifing rapidity.” | 

Within feven days after this letter was fent to Phila- May 
delphia, congrefs refolved, “ That it be recommended ‘® 
to the refpective affemblies and conventions of the united 


colonies, where no government fufficient to the exigéncies 


of their affairs hath been hitherto eftablifhed, to adopt 
{uch government as fhall in the opinion of the reprefen- 
tatives of the people, belt conduce to the happinefs and 
fafety of their conftituents in particular, and America 
in general.” ‘The following preamble was prepared and 
agreed to, five days after, “ Whereas his Britannic ma- 
jefty, in conjunction with the lords and commons of 
Great Britain has, by a late aét of parliament, excluded 
the inhabitants of thefe united colonies from the pro- 
tection of his crown; and whereas no anfwer whatever 
to the humble petitions of the colonies for redrefs of 
grievances and reconciliation with Great Britain has been 


156 


-or is likely to be given, but the whole force of that 


3 kingdom, 
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1776. Kingdom, aided by foreign mercenaries, is to be exerted 


for the deftruction of the good people of thefe colonies ; 
and whereas it appears abfolutely irreconcileable to rea- 
fon and ood confcience, for the people of thefe colonies 


now to take the oaths and affirmations neceffary for the 


fupport of any government under the crown of Great 


Britain, and it is neceffary that the exercife of every 


_ kind of authority, under the faid crown, fhould be to- 
tally fuppreffed, and ali the powers of government ex- _ 


erted under the authority of the people me the colonies, 
for the prefervation of internal peace virtue and good 
order, as well as for the defence of their lives, liberties 
and properties againft the hoftile invafions and cruel de- ~ 
predations of their enemies, therefore refolved,” &e, as 
above. seve ft, 

The fecret committee was ordered to endeavour to 


difcover the defign of the French in affembling fo large 


a fleet, and fo great a number of troops in the Weft In- 


dies, and whether they mean to act for or againft Ame- 
rica. By this it appears that the congrels have no af. 
farance or certainty of fupport from France. 

Corporal Cruz, the rifleman, who was carried to Er nga 
land and difcharged by the mayor, is arrived with dif 
patches from Arthur Lee efq; containing intelligence of 
the whole naval and land force intended for the attack 
of the united colonies, and of the places for which 


they were deftined. He got a paflage to Halifax; from 


whence he made his efcape to Bofton; and then went 
on to head quarters. at New York. Soon after, congrefs 


refolved, That a committee of five be appointed to con- 
fer with generals Wafhington, Gates, and Mifflin, upon i 


the -moft peed and effectual means’ for {upporting the — 
American 


tag 
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American caufe in Canada. It was the opinion of the 1776. 


generals, that it would be impoffible to keep the Indians 
in a ftate of neutrality; that they would undoubtedly 
take an active part, cither for or againft the Americans; 
and that it would be beft immediately to engage them 
on their fide, and to ufe their utmot endeavours, to 
prevent their minds being poifoned by minifterial emif- 
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faries. When the committee brought in their report, it May 


was refolyed among other things, “ That it js highly: 
expedient to engage the Indians in the fervice of the 
united colonies.” ; sem rt puts 

Upon the firft intelligence received at Philadelphia of 
the troops to be employed againit the Americans, ‘a 
citizen of eminence wrote to his correfpondent, “ We 
now know who the commiffioners. are, and their:num- 
bers, viz. Mefirs. the Heffians, Brunfwickers, Waldeck 
ers, Enelifh, Scotch and Trifh, _ This gives the coup de 
erace to the Britifh and American connection... It has 
already wrought wonders: in this city: converfions have 
been more rapid than ever under Mr. Whitefield. “The 


the field—that his fentiments were. changed—he. had: 


been defirous of keeping the door open as long.as pof- 
fible, and was now convinced, that nothing was to be. 
expected from our enemies but flavery.” : 


The detaching of the ten {trongeft regiments to Cana- 
da, made the moft ftrenuous exertions. neceflary for 
getting New York into a proper ftate of defence. Con 
grefs therefore authorized gen. Wajfbington to direét the 
building of as many fire rafts, row gallies, armed boats 


jand floating batteries, as might be judged requifite for 


ithe immediate defence of that port. and of Hudfon’s 


a Vou. Il, T river, 


Pennfylvania farmer (Dickinfon) told ,me yefterday in: : 
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They afterward refolved, that 13,800 militia be 
emplogéd to reinforce the army ; and that a flying camp 
be immediately eftablifhed in the middle colonies, te 
confilt of 10,000 men. They did not overlook Canada; 
but on the fame day agreed, that the general fhould be 
empowered to employ in that province a number of In- 
dians, not exceeding two thouland: and, two days after, 
ordered that the {tanding committee for Indian affairs 
do devife ways and means for cartying the fame into. 
effect. Within four and twenty hours after, they com- 
plimented the earl of Effingham, for the fingularly noble 
part he had acted, by naming one of their fngates, now 
building, the Efingham. The names of the reft are, 
the Congrels, Randolph, Hancock, Wafhington, Trum- 
bull, Raleigh, Montgomery, Warren, Bofton, Virginiay. 
Providence and Delaware. | 
_. Certain refolutions refpecting independency were moved 
and feconded, on the 7th of June, and the confideration 
of ther referred till the next day. Richard Henry Lee 
efg; one of the Virginia delegates, had given notice to 
conerefs, that on that day he fhould move for a decla- — 
‘gation of independence: he accordingly made the mo- 
tion. | 
colonies for the meafure; feveral of which have been 
occafionally mentioned: others remain to be noticeds 


Various occurrences had contributed to ripen the 


The North: Carolinians were at one time violent againft 


q feparation from Great Britain ; a delegate in their con- 
yention mentioning independence, the cry was—treafon » 
——treafon ; and he was called to order: but they have 
been wearied out by the proceedings of the Britith mi- 
niftry, and the methods purfued and countenaneed by 
gov, Martin: fo that all regard and fondnefs for the 

king. 
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king and nation of Great Britain has fubfided, and in- 
dependence has. become the word moft in ufe among 
them. They afk, ‘ Is it poffible that any colony, after 
what has pafied, can with for reconciliation ?” ‘The con- 
{tant publications, which have appeared and been read 
with attention, have greatly promoted the {pirit of in-~ 
dependency: but no one.fo much as the pamphlet un- 
der the fignature of Common Senje, written by Mr. Thomas 
Paine, an Englifhman. The ftile, manner, and language 
of the author is fingular and captivating, He under- 
takes to prove the necefiity, the advantages, and pra¢ti- 
cability of independence. ‘That no lurking affection for 
the fovereign may impede it, kings are placed in a light, 
that tends not only to deftroy all attachment to them, 
but to make them diftafteful: their very office is at- 
‘tempted to be rendered odious; from whence the tran- 
fition to the royal perfon is eafy. N othing could have 
been better timed than. this performance. In unifon 
with the fentiments and feelings of the people, it has 
produced moft aftonifhing effects; and been received 
with vaft applaufe ; read by almoft every American; 
arid reconimended as 2° work: replete with truth, and 
againft which none but the partial and prejudiced can 


_ form any objeftions. It has fatisfied multitudes, that it 


is their ‘true intereft immediately to cut the Gordian 
knot by which the American colonies have been bound to 
Great Britain, and to open their commerce, as an inde- 
pendent people, to all the nations of the world. It has 
been greatly inftrumental in ‘producing a fimilarity of 
fentiment through the continent, upon the fubje& under 


| the confidération of congrefs. On the roth, the bufinef 
was poftponed to.the rf of July ; but that no time might 


bLav 2 be 
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1776. be loft, the next day Mefirs. Jefferfon, John Adams, . 


June 


Ee 


Franklin, Sherman, and R. R. Livingfton, were ap- 
pointed a committee to prepare a declaration of inde- 
pendence. Directly upon which, congrefs refolved, 
«© That a committee be appointed to prepare and digeft 
che form of a confederation to be entered into between 
thefe colonies: and that a committee be appointed to” 
prepare a plan of treaties to be propofed to foreign 
owers.” : 

Let us pafs for awhile to other matters. 

Congrefs refolved to fend major general Gates into 
Canada, to take the command of the forces in that pro- 
vince : but before the latter could reach them, they were 
at Crown Point; this however could not be known by 
congiefs. They concluded upon authorizing gen. Wafh- 
ington to offer the Indians a reward of a hundred 
dollars for every commiffioned officer, and thirty dollars 
for every private foldier of the king’s troops, that they — 
fhould take prifoners in the Indian country, or on the 
frontiers of the united colonies. The general’s army 18 
furrounded by a great number of fecret foes, who, he is 
perfuaded, will ftick at nothing to effeét their purpofes 
of deftroying it. They had Jaid a deep feherne for 
doing it, which was profecuted with the utmoft vigilance, — 
but has been happily difcovered. The general has full 
proof as to their intentions againft the army; but 15. 
not fo clear, whether there was any thing perfonal de- 
figned againft nimfelé That reliance however, which. 
he has on the protection of an all-wife and beneficent: 

Being, has fecured him at leaft againft the fear of it; 
and will prevent any change in his conduct from taking 
place 
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place through apprehenfion*. Two of the general's 1776 


guard were concerned; a third, it is faid) whom they. 


tempted to join them, made the difcovery. Several 


were taken into cuftody ; and among them the mayor of - 


New York, who confeffed the bringing of money from. 
gov. Tryon to pay for rifles made by a gunfimith, now 


in irons. ‘The mayor, after being twice examined, was 


‘remanded to prifon under a proper guard, 
This affair produced a change in the politics of New 
Jerfey. That colony, it was thought, would be among 
the laft to alter its government, whereas it will now be 
among the firft that gets a fettled conftitution, N othing 
more than a bare majority in favor of the alteration, was 
expected in the provincial congreis: but the plot againtt 
the general wrought wonders: there were but four dif. 
fenting voices. On the 21{t, however, before they could 
know the plot as a body, they proceeded to ele& dele- 
gates for the continental congrefs, whom they empowered 
to join in declaring the united colonies independent of 
Great Britain. In this eleGtion they left. out William 
Livingfton efg; under a ftrong perfuafion that he was; 
' not favorable to independency; and chofe the Rev. Dr. 
Witherfpoon, the prefident of the college at Princeton,, 
from a conviction that he would fupport it with all his 
abilities, ~ au ae 
Gen. Flowe arrived at Sandy Hook in the Greyhound 
frigate, He foon received from gov. Tryon a full ac-’ 
, count of the {tate and difpofition of the province, as well 
as of the ftrength of the Americans, Gen. Wafbing~ 
ton’s army was fmall, rather below go00o fit for duty. 
OF this little army, he wrote, at leatt 2000 are wholly 
* The general’s letter to me, 
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1776. deftitute of arms, and near as many with arms in fuch . 


condition as to be rather calculated to difcourage than 
animate the wer,” “The fare ‘day) ‘the Britifh fleet ar- 
rived with gen. Howe’s troops from Halifax. They” 
took poffeffion of Staten Ifland, July the 2d. On the 
4th, the American adjutant general, col. Jofeph Reed, 
wrote to a member of congrefs, “ With an army of force 
before, and a fecret one behind, we {tand on a point of 
land with 6000 old troops, (if a year’s fervice of about 
half, can entitle them to the name) and about r500 new 
levies of this province, many difaftected and more doubt- 
fal, In this Gtuation we are: every man in the army, 
from the general to the private (acquainted with our 
true fituation) is exceedingly difcouraged. Had I known 
the true pofture of affairs, no confideration would have 
tempted me to bave taken an attive part of this foene; and 
this fentiment is univerfal.” Gen. Howe is fufficiently 
trong, confidering the goodnets of his troops, to make 
a fuccefsful attempt upon the Americans; but being in 
daily expectation of the reinforcement from Europe, — 
he will undoubtedly remain inactive till their arrival. 

This then is a proper opportunity for relating the 
operations in South Carolina. 

The defigns of miniftry againft the fouthern colonies 
were providentially difcovered, before the arrival of Sir | 
Peter Parker. In the beginning of April capt. James 
Barron arrived at Williamfburgh, with difpatches from _ 

the fecretary of ftate for gov. Eden of Maryland, which : 
he took from on board a {mall veffel fent by lord Dun-= | 
more to carry them to Annapolis. The fecretary’s let- 
ter js dated Whitehall, Dec. 23, 1775, and fays, 7 
vii: SiR, 


hy Harnett and Robert Howe. The defeat, of the high- 
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‘ An armament of feven regiments, with a fleet of 
frigates and finall fhips, is now in readinéfs to proceed 
to the fouthern colonies, in order to attempt the refto- 
ration of leeal government in that part of America. It 
will proceed in the firft place to North Carolina, and 
from thence either to South Carolina or Virginia, as 
circuimftances fhall point out.” This difcovery is rank- 
ed, by the American commander in chief, among many 
other fignal interpofitions of Providence, and as ferving 
to infpire every reflecting mind with confidence. No 
one profefies “a more perfect reliance on the all-wife and 
powerful difpenfations of the. fupreme Being, or thinks 
his aid more neceflary.”’ 

The Ann and Ifabella arrived at Cape Fear with part Aprit 
of the 17th regiment; fhe was the firft veffel of Sir 18 
Peter Parker’s fleet. From her arrival to the fecond of 
May, thirteen tranfports got in. On the third, Sir Peter May 
and twenty fail arrived with lord Cornwallis, gen. Vaughan 3° 
and others: when they met with gen. Cimton, who, 
after leaving New York, proceeded to Virginia, where 
he faw lord Dunmore ; but finding that no fervice could 
be effected in that colony, he repaired to Cape Fear river, 
and waited the arrival of the armament from Europe. 
Gen. Clinton iffued out a proclamation from on board ,, 
the Pallas tranfport, offering free pardon to all fuch as 
fhould lay down their arms, &c. excepting Cornelius 


landers and regulators in February, and the meafures 
afterward taken for the fafety of the colony, diverted 
the commanders frora attempting any thing againft it; 
and led them to conclude upon attacking Charleffown, 

mY 4 which 
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1775 which they were in full expectation of fubduing, as they 
had about 2800 land forces to co-operate with the men 
of war. Prior to their arrival and junction, every exer- 
tion had been made to put the colony of South Carolina, 
and efpecially its capital, in a refpectable poiture of de- 
fence. As one mean conducing to it, works were erect- 


ed on Sullivan's ifland, fituated fo near the channel as” 


to be avery convenient poft for annoying fhips approach- 
ing the town; and about thirty cannon, 32, 18 and 9g 


pounders, were mounted on a fort conftruéted with 


palmetto. This is a tree peculiar to the fouthern ftates, 
which grows from twenty to forty feet high without 
branches, and then terminates in fomething refembling 


the head of a cabbage. The wood is remarkably {fpongy. | 
A bullet. entering it makes no extended fracture, but. 


buries itfelf without injuring the parts adjacent. 

Tune On the firft of June, advices were received in Charlef 
town, that a fleet of forty or fifty fail was at anchor 
about fix leagues to the northward of Sullivan's ifland. 
The next day the alarm fignal was fired, and exprefies 


fent to the officers commanding.the militia in the coun-_ 
try, to repair to the immediate defence of the capital 
with the forces under their refpective commands. Ina 


few days feveral hundred of the enemy’s troops were 


landed on Long Hand, fituated to the eaftward of Sul- x 


so. Jivan’s, and feparated from it by a creek. On the roth 


the Briftol, 2 so gun fhip, her guns being previoufly 
About this time a_ 


taken out, got fafe over the bar. 
proclamation was fent afhore, in which gen. Clinton 
promifed pardon to the inhabitants, upon their laying 


down their arms, and quietly fubmitting to the re-efta- 


blifhment of royal government, It produced none of 


the 
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the effects wifhed from it. The militia of the country 1776 


very generally obeyed the fummons of prefident Rut- 
ledge, and repaired in great numbers to the capital, 
The regular regiments of the adjacent northern colo- 
nies, having been ordered to the affiftance of their fouthern 
neighbours, arrived at this critical juncture. The whole 
were commanded by, gen. Lee, who had been fent to the 
fouthward on gen. Clinton’s leaving the Hook. The 
great opinion, every where entertained of his ability and 
experience, added to the fpirits of the troops and inha- 
bitants. In a few days the Americans, including the 
militia of the town and country, amounted to five or fix 
thoufand men. ‘The firft South Carolina regular regi- 


ment, commanded by col. Gadfden, was ftationed at 


fort Johnfon, on the moft northerly point of James 
Tfland, and within point blank thot of the channel. The 
fecond and third regular regiments of the colony, com- 
manded by cols. Moultrie and Thompfon, occupied the 
two extremities of Sullivan’s Ifland. The other forces 
had their pofts, affigned them at Haddrell’s Point, James 


Ifland, and along the bay in front of the town, The 


ftreets near the water were in different places ftrongly 
barricaded. The ftores on the wharfs, though im- 
menfely valuable, were pulled down, and lines of de- 
fence continued along the water’s edge. Domeftic con- 
veniencies were exchanged for blankets and knapfacks, 
and gentlemen of the moft independent fortune labored 
with the hoe and the fpade in their hands. Gov. Ruf- 


fedge, {ore againft his will, was obliged to adopt fome 


abfolute meafures for the defence of the place. He preffled 
700 negroes with tools, &c. belonging to non-affocia- 


tors, to work upon the fortifications and trenches ; and. . 


feized 


SS SS 


etre eee Be SG 


= 


SS Oe 
— a 


SEAT 
Saree 


Se - oe 7 ~ —— = _ me az — = 
SS pares > e = ——— = Se a ri as 
= ~ Sa = = = a 
a Se >. = ns 2 2 = yaks = 
SoS SSS = — aaa SSS ES SS SSeS ire 
_ : SSL . ee SOT = = SSS =~ 


CSS a 


282 


phage Bo 


YH E (Pis.T ORY OF 


3776. feized for the prefent, the cafh and papers of many af- 


June a 


26. 


28. 


fociators, in name only, to prevent their doing mifchief, — 
as they hung back in the hour of trial. In a few days, 
by the labor of the citizens, in conjunction with the ne- 
eroes, fuch obftructions were thrown in the way as 
would have greatly embarrafled the royal army, had it. 
attempted landing in the town. The Experiment of © 
50 guns fafely crofled the bar, after taking fimilar pre- 
cautions with the Briftol. =~ 
The fort on Sullivan’s ifland is now to be attacked by 
the two so eun fhips, the Briftol and Experiment—four 
frigates, the Active, Acteon, Solebay and Syren, each 
of 28 Sa emt Sphynx of 20 guns, the Friendihip 
armed veffel of 22 guns, the Ranger floop and Thun- 
der bomb each of eight guns. The Thunder bomb, 
covered by the armed fhip, takes her {cation in the morn- | 
ing, and begins to throw fhells, between the hours of 
ren and eleven. The Active, Briftol, Experiment and 
Solebay come boldly on to the attack. A little before 
eleven, the garrifon fires four or five fhot at the Aétive — 
while under fail.’ When the comes near the fort, fhe 
drops anchor, and pours in a broadfide. Her example 
is followed by the three other vefiels, and a moft furious 
and inceflant cannonade enfues. The Sphynx, Acteon 
and Syren are ordered to take their flation between the 


-end of the ifland and Charleftown, partly to enfilade the 


e 


works of the fort, partly to cut off the communication 
between the ifland and the continent, and partly to pre- 
vent any attempts that may be made to interrupt the ie 
erand attack, The weftern extremity of the fort, off 
aie they are to be ftationed, is fo unfinifhed a$ to 
afford very imperfect cover to.the men at the guns in 
cas I that 
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that part, and alfo fo fituated as to expofe the men in 17 76 


the other parts of the fort to a very dangerous crofs fire. 


} Providence on this occafion remarkably interpoies in 


behalf of the garrifon, and faves them from a fate, that 


undoubtedly would otherwife be inevitable. About 


twelve o’clock, as the three laft-mentioned fhips are ad- 
vancing, they all get entangled with a fhoal called the 
Middle Ground ; two of them run foul of each other. 


|The Adteon fticks faft. The Sphynx, before fhe clears 
herfelf, lofes her bowfprit; but the Syren gets off 
“without much injury. They are too late however, or 


in no condition for executing the intended fervice. The 


} Thunder bomb, after having thrown about 60 fhells, is 
| fo damaged as to be incapable of firing longer. While 


the continued fire from the fhips feems fufficient to 
thake the braveft enemy, and daunt the courage of the 
moft veteran foldier, the return made from the ene calls 


) for the refpect of the brave Britifh feamen, though highly 


incommoded by it. The garrifon, which confifts of 
col. Moultrie, 344 regulars, and a few volunteer militia, 
nearly all raw and unexperienced, ftick to their guns with 
the: ereateft conftancy and firmnels, amidft a moft dread- 


| ful roar of artillery. They fire deliberately and flowly, 


and take a cool and effeCtive aim. The fhips fuffer 
accordingly. They are torn almoft to pieces, and the 
flaughter is dreadful. Never did Britifh valor fhine 
more confpicuous, nor ever did their marine experience 
fo rough an encounter, in an engagement of the fame 
nature, with any foreign enemy. ‘The fprings of the 
Briftol’s cable being cut by the fhot, fhe is for fome 

time moft dreadfully raked by the Americans, Capt. 
Morris, who commahds her, though he has received a 
. number - 
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arm being at length fhot off, he is carried away in cir- 

cumftances that afford no poflibility of recovery. . Sir 
Peter Parker fuffers a flight contufion. Every man 
ftationed in the beginning of the action on the quarter 
deck of the Briftol, is either killed or-wounded. In the 
whole fhe has 40 men killed and 71 wounded. ‘The 
Experiment has 23 killed and 76 wounded. Capt. Scott,’ 


who commands her, lofes his arm and receives many: 
other wounds. Lord Campbell, the late governor of 
the colony, who ferves as a volunteer, with the greatetft, 


{pirit and bravery, and is fo condefcending as to accept of 
the direétion of fome guns ‘on the lower gui deck, re-. 
ceives a hurt in his left fide, which may finally prove 
mortal *. The fire of the fort is principally directed 


againft the Briftol and Experiment, which fuffer very” 


much in their hulls, mafts and rigging. Not lefs than 


70 balls go through the former. The A&teon has a a 


lieutenant killed and fix men wounded. The Solebay 


has eight men wounded. The lofs of the -garrifon is | 


only 10 men killed and 22 wounded, 

The guns of the fort were at one time fo long Gicneed, 
that it was thought to have been seahaonale When 
the garrifon had received a recruit of powder, the eX- 
“cea of their ftock haying obliged them to ceafe 


firing, they began it again, and did amazing execution — 


by its exceflive feverity. During the long, hot and 


obftinate conflict between the American fort and the Bri- 


tith men of war, the feamen looked frequently and im-. 
patiently to the eaftward, expecting to fee the land forces, 


under gen, Clinton and lord Cornwallis, advance from 


* It at length occafioned his death. 
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Long Ifland, and march up to fecond their attack ; but mis 


in this they were difappointed. ‘Though the creek be- 
tween that ifland and Sullivan’s is eafily fordable in ge- 
neral, yet at that time, through a long feries of eafterly 
wince it was uncommonly deep, and impaflable ‘at the 
ufual place of paflage. The Britifh troops might have 
crofied higher up; but then they muft have been ex- 


} pofed fo completely and fo long to the American fire, 


that they would have run the greateft rifk of being de- 
feated. Col. Thompfon, with 300 riflemen of his re- 
giment ; col. Clark, with 200 regulars of the North Ca- 
rolina line; col. Horry, with 200 South Carolina mi- 
litia, and the Racoon company of militia riflemen, with 
an eighteen pounder and a field piece, were ftationed at 
the eaft end of Sullivan’s Ifland to oppofe their croffing. 

The Britith fire was kept up without intermiffion ull 
near feven o’clock, when it flackened confiderably. At 
half paft nine, the firing on both fides ceafed, and at 
eleven the fhattered fhips flipped their cables, and with- 
drew from the fcene of aétion, after an engagement 
which had been fupported with uncommon courage and 
vigor, on both fides, for above ten hours.. Next morn- 
ing, all the men of war, except the Acteon, had retired 
about two miles from the ifland. The garrifon fired 
feveral fhot at her; fhe at firft returned them, but foon 
after the crew fet her on fire and abandoned her, leaving 


the colours flying, the guns loaded, and ail her ammu- 


nition and ftores behind. She was ina fhort time board- 


ed by a party of Americans, who brought off her co- 


jours, the fhip’s bell, and as many fails and ftores as 
three boats could contain. While the flames were burft- 
ing out on all fides, they pie three of her guns at the 
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an hour after fhe blew up. 

There were many thoufand thot fired at the fort from 
the fhipping; but the works fuffered little damage : 
thofe which ftruck the fort were buried in its foft 
wood, Hardly a hut or tree on the ifland efcaped. 
Seven thoufand balls have been picked up fince the en- 
gagement. . 

When the Britifh fleet appeared off the coaft, there 
was fo {canty a ftock of lead, that to fupply the mutf- 
ketry with bullets, it became neceffary to ftrip the win- 
dows of the dwelling houfes in Charleftown of their 
weights. Powder alfo was very fcarce, notwitnftanding — 
a feafonable fupply received a few days before the en- 
gagement. ~The proportion allotted for the defence of 
the fort was but barely enough for flow firing. It was 
expended with great deliberation. The officers, in— 
turn, pointed the guns with fuch exactnefs, that mot 
of their fhot took effect on the fhipping. In the be- 
ginning of the action the flag-ftaff was fhot away. Ser- 
geant Jafper of the grenadiers immediately jumped on— 
the beach, took up the flag, and faftened it on a fponge- 
ftaff.. He mounted the merlon with it in his hand; 
and though the fhips were directing their inceffant 
broad fides at the fpot, deliberately fixed it. The 
day after the action, gov. Rutledge prefented the fer- 
geant with a fword, as a mark of refpect for his diftin-— 
guifhed valor. Seven of the wounded of the garrifon 
loft their limbs; but not with thefe their fpirits ; for they. 
enthufiaftically encouraged their comrades, never to 
abandon the. ftandard of liberty and their country * 


* General Lee’s letter to Congrefs, 
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This was particularly noticed of fergeant M‘Donald, 177% 


who being mortally wounded by a cannon ball, employ- 
ed the interval between the wounding and his death, in 
exhortations to that purpofe. He expired in a few mi- 
nutes, when jafper removed the body out of fight, call- 
ing out at the fame inftant, “revenge the brave man’s, 
> death: 


Charleftown has certainly had a narrow efcape. Gen. | 


Lee wrote to the board of war July the fecond, ‘ For 
the want of cavalry, Charleftown and its dependencies 
had certainly been loft, if the enemy had acted with 
that vigor and expedition we had reafon to expect, but 


} a moft unaccountable languor and inertnefs on their parts. 


have faved us.” The unfinifhed ftate of the fort, the 
danger of its being enfiladed, and the difficulty of a re- 
treat for want of a durable communication between the 
ifland and the main by a bridge, led the general to view 
the fort rather as untenable, and to incline to the aban- 
doning of it: but when he found that col. Moultrie was 


determined at all adventures to attempt its defence, he. 


fatisfied himfelf with advifing to a feafonable evacua- 
tion, and againft rifking too much in its fupport. The 
colonel and his garrifon have deferved the praifes and 
thanks of their country, and will undoubtedly meet with 
due honor. 2 

} Some think there was a capital miftake on the part 
of the Britifh commanders in {topping at the fort, when 
Charleftown was the object; and that the fleet fhould 
have paffed the ifland, in order to their attacking the 
town, which, with a leading wind and tide, might have 
been done with a tenth part of the lofs and damage that 
the fhips have fuftained. But had they pafied the fort, 
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1776. 2 fuccefsful attack upon the town was not. a neceflary 


confequence. ‘The very attack of the fort would have 
been fuccefsful, had the Acteon got fafe to her ftation, 
inftead of running aground. | 
- The fate of this expedition will contribute greatly to 
eftablifh the popular government it was intended to 
overfet: while the news of it will fly like a meteor ~ 
through the continent, and carry with it a moft malig- 
nant influence on the royal caufe. Sir Peter Parker 
will moft probably fail foon, with .the fleet and troops, 
for the Hook, in order to join lord Howe. m0 
Now let us refume the momentous bufinefs of inde- 
pendence. . 
The Pennfylvania affembly withdrew from its union — 
with congrefs, in confequence of inftruétions to their de- - 
legates, upon the congreffional refolve of May the 1 sth, 
for fuppreffing all authority derived from the crown-of | 
Great Britain in the united colonies. The committee 
of the city and liberties of Philadelphia apprehended, ~ 
that by this ftep an appeal was made to the people; and 
in compliance with the requeft of a large majority. of the 
inhabitants, ifued letters on the 20th of May (by virtue — 
of a power given to them in the provincial conventionheld. 
in January 1775) for calling a conference.of the commit- 
tees of the counties, in order to collect the fenfe of the in= 
habitants upon the aforefaid refolve of congrefs, andtobring 
about a re-union of the provinces with the other coloniesy — 
by calling a provincial convention, with a-view to form 
a government for that purpofe. _Vhey intimated their - 
belief, that the afflembly had been dragged into a com- «- 
pliance with moft of the réfolutions of congrefs from’ 
the fear of a provincial convention. Metirs. John 
Bayard and Daniel Roberdeau were particularly aétive 
in 
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in full provincial conference, and unanimoufly declared 
their willingnefs to concur in a vote of conerefs, de- 
claring the united colonies free and independent ftates, 
| A change in their delegates followed. Mr. Dickinfon 
| oppofed openly, and upon principle, the declaration of 
_ independence, and was therefore removed. 

| The Maryland convention had inftruéed their dele- 
1 gates, laft December, to oppofe the queftion of inde- 
| pendency. Thefe therefore, having given their vote 
againft it, withdrew ; not from a perfonal oppofition, but 


Samuel Chafe was ftrongly attached to it; and when he 
' was returned to Maryland, procured county inftructions 
L : < e 

| to the members of convention, by which the laft were 


induced to alter their own inftru€tions. He tranfmitted 
| an account of it to his friend in congrefs, in the follow- 
| ing terms,— Annapolis, June 28. F riday evening, 


y 
i 
i 


nine o'clock. I am this moment from the hou to 
| procure an exprefs to follow the poft, with an unanimous: 
‘vote of our convention for independence, &c. See the 
_ glorious effects of county inftru@tions. Our people have. 
fire, if not fmothered. S. Chafe.” . 


upon the fubject of independency: but neither colonies 
/nor members being unanimcus, it was peftponed till the 
vnext day. They had it under further confideration, 
when the declaration of independence was agreed to and 
adopted. The title of it is, 

A Decraration by the reprefentatives of the Unirep 
States of America in congrefs affembled. 


in compliance. with their public reprefentation. Mr. - 
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in this bufinefs. The deputies of the people affembled 1776. 
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Conerefs refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole July 
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1776 The preamble follows in thefe words: ‘* When; itt, 


« the courfe of human events, it becomes neceflary for 
« one people to diflolve the political bands which have, 
« conneéted them with another, and to affume, among 
« the powers of the earth, the feparate and equal flation 
‘ to which the laws of nature and of nature’s God en- 
« title them, a decent refpec to the opinions of man- 
« kind requires that they fhould declare the caufes which - 
«impel them to the feparation. 
« We hold thefe truths to be felfevidents that all | 
« men are created equal; that they are endowed by 
« their Creator,’ with certain unalienable rights; that . 
«< among thefe are life, liberty, and the purfuit of happt- 
« nels That to-fecure thefe rights, governments are. 
« inftituted among men, deriving their juft powers from, 
« the confent of the governed ; that whenever any form. 
“« of government becomes deftructive of thefe ends, it. 
« isthe right of the people to alter or to abolifh it, and _ 
« t¢o inftitute new government, laying its foundation on_ 
<< fuch principles, and organizing its powers in fuch form, 
as to them fhall feem moft likely to effect their fafety. 
« and happinefs. Prudence, indeed, will dictate, that. 
« governments long eftablifhed, fhould not be changed. 
« for light and tranfient caufes ; and accordingly all-ex- 
“ perience hath fhown, that mankind are more difpofed:, 


a 
wr 


-« to fuffer, while evils are Cafferable, than to right 


& themfelves by abolifhing the forms to which they are 
But when a long train of abufes and 


« accuftomed. 
purfuing invariably the fame object, 


<< ufurpations, 
« evinces a defign to reduce them under abfolute defpo- 


< tifm, itis their right, it is their duty, to throw off 
fuch government, and to provide new guards for their 
.. «© future 
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“* of thefe colonies; and fuch is now the neceflity which 
** conitrains them to alter their former fyftems of 20- 
““vernment.” ‘The declaration proceeds’ to GIVE! 6 a 


| biftory of repeated injuries and ufurpations, all having 


“in direct object the eftablithment of an abflute ty- 


|“ ranny over thefe ftates. To prove this, let facts be 


 fubmitted to a candid world.” It then enters upon a 
{pecification of injuries, and complains to the follow- 
ing purport— 


Affent has been refufed to laws the moft wholefome 


g2nd neceflary for the public good. 


Governors have been forbidden to pafs laws of imme- 

diate and preffing importance, unlefs fufpended in their 
. ° ‘ . ° 

Operation till aflented to in Britain; and when {& fof 


peended, an attention to them has been utterly neglected. 


Legiflative bodies have been called together at places 
inufual, uncomfortable, and diftant from the depofitory 
# their public records, for the fole purpofe of fatiguing 
hem into.a compliance with favorite meafares, 
| Houfes of reprefentatives have been diffolved repeat- 
idly, for oppofing with manly firmnefs, invafons on the 
ights of the people. ' | 
For a‘long time after fuch diffolution, it has been ree 
ufed to permit others to be eleed; whereby the legifla- 
\ve powers, incapable of annihilation, have:returned to 
ae people at large for their exercife; the trate remaining 
1 the mean time expofed to all the dangers of invafion 
fom without, and convulfions within. 

Endeavours have been made to prevent the population 
f thefe ftates, by obftructing the laws for naturalization 


foreigners, refufing to pafs others to encourage their 


U2 migrations 
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future fecurity. Such has been the patient fufferance 177% 
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1776. migrations hither, and raifing the conditions of new ap- 
propriations of lands. 

THe adminiftration of juftice has been obftructed by 
the refufing of affent to laws for eftablifhing judiciary 
powers. 

Judges have been made dependent on the crown alone 
for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and pay- 
ment of their falaries. . 

A multitude of new offices have been erected, and 
fwarms of officers been fent hither to harafs the people, 
and eat out their fubftance. 

Standing armies have been kept up among us in times 
of peace, without the confent of our legiflatures. 

The military has been rendered independent of, and _ 
fuperior to the civil power. e 

A plan has been formed to fubjeg us to a jurifdiction: 
_ foreign to our conftitution, and unacknowledged by our 
laws. | 7 f 

Aé&s have been paffed by the Britifh legiflature, for 
quartering large bodies of armed troops among US j;-~ 
For protecting them by a mock trial, from punifhments 
for any murders which they fhould commit on the inha- 
bitants of thefe ftates ;—For cutting off our trade with 
all parts of the world ;—For impofing taxes on us with- 
out our confent ;—For depriving us, in many cafes, of 
the benefits of trial by jury ;-—For tranfporting us be- 
yond feas to be tried for pretended offences ,—For abo- 
lithing the free fyftem of Englifh laws in a neighbouring 
province, eftablifhing therein an arbitrary government, 
and enlarging its boundaries, fo as to render it at once 
an example and fit inftrument.for introducing the fame 
abfolute rule into thefe colonies ;—-Hor taking away our 
charters, 


| | 
| 
| 
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charters, abolifhing our moft valuable laws, and altering 177% 


fundamentally the forms of our governments ;—For 
fufpending our own legiflatures, and declaring the Britith 
parliament invefted with power to legiflate for us in all 
cafes whatfoever. | 

The crown of Great Britain has abdicated government 
here,’ by declaring us out of its protection, and waging 
war againtt us. 

Our feas have been plundered, our coafts ravaged, our 
towns burnt, and the lives of our people deftroyed. 

Large armies of foreign mercenaries are at this time 
tranfporting, to complete the works of death, defolation 
and tyranny, already begun with circumftances of cruelty 


| and perfidy, {carcely paralleled in the moft barbarous 
-ages, and totally unworthy a civilized nation. 


Our fellow citizens, taken captive on the high feas, 


have been conftrained to bear arms againft their country, 


to become the executioners of their friends and brethren, 


or to fall themfelves by their hands. 


Domettic infurre&tions have been excited amonett us, 


) and endeavours have been ufed to bring on. the inhabit 


tants of our frontiers the mercilefs Indian favages, whofe 
known rule of warfare is an undiftinguifhed deftrudtion, 
of all ages, fexés, and conditions.—The declaration pro- 


| ceeds, faying, 


“ In every ftage of thefe oppreffions, we have peti- 


tioned for redrefs. in the moft humble terms. Our 
“repeated petitions have been anfwered only by repeated 


“ injury. Nor have we been wanting in attentions to 


}“ our Britith brethren. We have warned them, from 


time to time, of attempts by_ their legiflature to ex- 
“ tend an unwarrantable jurifdiction over us. We have 
hed _ © reminded 
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3776. reminded them of the circumftances of our emigra~- 
“ tion and fettlement here. We have appealed to their 
« native juftice and magnanimity, and we have conjured 
« them by the ties of our common kind -ed to difavow 


<< thefe ufurpations, which would inevitably interrupt 
< our connections and correfpondence. They too have 
“«& been deaf to the voice of juftice and of confanguinity. 


< We muft, therefore, acquiefce in the neceffity, which | 
<< denounces our feparation, and hold them, as we hold » 
ef us reft of mankind, enemies in war, in peace friends. 
"« We, therefore, the reprefentatives of the United States 
“of America, in General Congrefs affembled, appeal- — 
“ ing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the reéctis 
“ tude of our intentions, do, in the name, and by the 
« authority of the good people of thefe colonies, folemnly 
‘© publifh and declare,. That thefe united colonies are, and 
te of right ought to be, FREE anp INDEPENDENT | 
cg EN BS; that they are abfolved from all allegiance” 
-« to the Britifh crown; and that all political connection 
« between them and the ftate of Great Britain, 4s, and | 
<¢ ought to be totally diffolved ; and that as Free and 
“© Independent States, they have full power to levy war, 


«© conclude peace, contract alliances, eftablifh commerce, 
<¢ and to do all other aé&ts and things which Independent 
<< States may of right do. And for the fupport of this 
7 « declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of. 
j « DIVINE PROVIDENCE, we mutually pledge to 
| < each other our lives, our fortunes, and our-facred honor.” 
The declaration was by order of congrefs engroffed and 
figned by the following members, JOHN HANCOCK— 
New HampsHIRE, Fofiab Bartlett, William Whipple; 
Matthew Thorton p—Massacnuser rs ~ Bay, Samuet 
me 
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Adams, Fobn Adams, Robert Treat Paine, Elbridge Gerry : 177% 


—Ruope Istanp and Provipence PLanvrations, 
Stephen Hopkins, William Ellery :—-Connecricut, Roger 
Sherman, Samuel Huntington, William Willams, Oliver 
Wolcott: —New York, William Floyd, Philip Living fton, 
francis Lewis, Lewis Morris:—New Jerszy, Richard 
Stockton, ‘fobn Witherfpoon, Francis Hopkinfon, Fohn Hart, 
Abraham Clark :——-PEnNsyitvania, Robert Morris, Ben- 
jamin Rufh, Benjamin Franklin, John Morton, George 
Clymer, James Smith, George Taylor, ‘fames Wilfon, George 
Rofs:—Dertaware, Cefar Rodney, George Read: 
Mary.Lanb,. Samuel Chafe, William Paca, Thomas Stone, 
Charles Carroll of Carrollton:—Vireinta, George Wythe, 
Richard Henry Lee, Thomas ‘fefferfon, Benjamin Harrifon, 
Thomas Nelfon, jun. Francis Lightfoot Lee, Carter Braxton: 
——NortH-Caroiina, William Hooper, Fofeph Hewes, 
john Penn:—Souru-Caroiina, Edward Rutledge, Tho- 
mas Heyward, jun. Thomas Lynch, jun. Arthur Middleton: 
—Ge0RGIA, Button Gwinnett, Lyman Hall, Geo. Walton. 
_ The declaration of congrefs is intended for their act 
of feparation from the crown of Great Britain: they 
therefore no longer regard that prudential {tate maxim, 


the king can do no wrong in his official character; but, in 


_making their complaints, charge the {pecified grievances 
‘to majefty itfelf; by which they mean to juftify, in the 


fight of mankind, the renunciation of their former alle.. 
giance. [hus has an event been produced, which was 
not had in contemplation by any of the colonies, or even 
by any delegate, fcarce by Mr. Samuel Adams, as what 
was fo foon to happen, when. congrefs firft met in the 
year 1774. When Lexington engagement had taken 
place, he and fome of his colleagues judged that the 
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« contefh mutt then iffue in independence, or flavery; and 


therefore labored to eftablith the firft, that the laft might 
be prevented. © But hada ferious propofal of feparating 
from the crown of Great Britain been early introduced 
into congrefs, the diffolution of that body would have 
followed; through the general averfion of the people at 
jarge and of particular colonies to fuch feparation. The 
Maflachufetts delegates had a very nice part to act. The 
fouthern colonies were jealous of their republican fpirit, 
and of their aiming at independency. Thete therefore, 
by a moft prudent policy, fecured thofe of the Virginia 
delegates that verged toward republicanifm, with whom 
they intrufted any favorite meafure which they wanted 
to have carried; and who brought the fame forward and 
fupported it in congrefs, againft the other fouthern de- 
legates, while their Maffachufetts brethren attended the 
debates without. fhowing themfelves particularly inte- 
refted, fo that the jealouiies of fuch as were moft againtt 
jt were notalarmed. They took occafion alfo, from the 
various occurrences that offered, gently to infufe their 
own fentiments into the minds of fuch as had before 
oppofed them. » Their wife procedure aided, on the one — 
hand by certain trufty friends'in congrefs, and on the 
other by the perfevering plundering politics of the Bri- 
tifh miniftry, have ‘under the direCtion of Providence _ 
produced Independency. It remains to be feen whether — 
Providence will give to the fame an abiding eftablifh- 
ment. The meafure which congrefs have adopted, may — 
be deemed by fome prefumptuous, confidering the weak- 
nefs of their own army ;—the ftreneth of the Britifh, 
affifted by a powerful navy ;—and that they have not 
the leaft affurance of aid from any foreign power. But 
- how 
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how could it have been avoided ? The people were ripe 1976. 
for it. Prudence dictated a compliance with their ex- 
peétations and withes. A difappcintment might have 
difgufted, and. produced diforder. The declaration may 
give confidence to the timid; and animate the friends 
of liberty to greater exertions. It may lead France to 
chink that the Americans have refources more than are 
known, and {fo incline her to entertain the thought of 
giving them aifliftance: while it admits of their apply- 
ing for the fame, with perfect confiitency as an indepen- 
dent people. ‘Chey have nothing worfe to apprehend 
from the deciaration than before. The force deitined to 
act again{t them proves, that, if poffible, they are to be 
reduced to unconditional fubmiffion; the declaration 
cannot add ts the mifery of fuch fubmiffion. Befide, 
the quarre! is in fuch a ftage, that it cannot be ended 
with faicty to: the inhabitants, but by their feparating 
from Great Britain, and becoming independent: any, 
thing fhort of that muft now prove a continual fource 
of diffenfion and wretchednels, The members of con- 
grefs have had it for fome time rung in their ears, 
«© The middle way, the beft, we fometime call, 
<< But ’tis in politics no way at all.”’ 

This day at twelve o’clock, the declaration of inde- July 
pendence was proclaimed at the ftate houfe Philadel- * 
phia, amidft the greateft acclamations. The next day, 9. 
in confequence of general orders, it was read at the head 
of each brigade of the continental army at New York, 


| and every where received with loud huzzas, and the 


utmoft demonftrations of joy. The fame evening the 
equeftrian ftatue of the king was laid proftrate on the 
ground, The lead of which it is made, is doomed to 
be 
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1776 be rum into bullets. THe New York congrefs have una- 
nimoufly refolvedy that they will at the: rifk of their 
lives and fortunes, join with the other colonies in fup- 
porting ‘the declaration ; and have authorized their dele- 
gates'to adopt all fuch meafures as may be conducive 
to the happinefs of the United States. | 

The New Jerfey convention having declared their 
late governor, William Franklin efq; a virulent » enemy 
to the country, and a perfon who may prove dangerous, 
and who ‘ought to be confined in fuch place'and man- 


to be fent under guard to governor Trumbull of Con- 
necticut, who is to admit him to his parole ; but if he 
refufes to give it, he is to be fecured the fame as other 
prifoners.. Matters are drawing on to fuch a crifis, that 
the next letter muft neceffarily contain very interefting 
intelligence. 


See ls gh iin A uit’ Ps on 
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Roxbury, Sept. 16, 1776. 


ORD Dunmore has at length quitted Virginia and 
B4 joined the Britifh forces. He arrived with lord 
Campbell and Sir Peter Parker off Staten Iland. Fis 
lordfhip continued on the coafts, and in the rivers of 
Virginia, till the cloienets. and ‘filth of the fmall veftels; 
ik 
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ner as congrefs may direct; congrefs. have ordered him — 
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in which the fugitives were crowded, together with the 1776 


heat of the weather, the badnefs and fcarcity of water 
and ‘provifions, produced the peftilential fever, which 
made great havock, efpecially among the negroes, many 
of whom were fwept away. When at length every 
place was fhut againft him, and’ neither water nor pro+ 
vifions were to be obtained, but at the expence of blood, 
“it was found neceflary, toward the beginning of Augufty 
to:burn feveral of the fmaller and leaft valuable vefiels, 
to prevent their falling. into the hands of the Americans, 
and to fend the remainder, amounting to between forty 
and fifty, with the exiled friends of government, to 
feek fhelter in Florida, Bermudas, and the Weft Indies ; 
a great number of negroes were fent at the fame. time 
to the laft of thefe places for fale. The Virginians loft 
about 1000 of them in the whole, including thofe who 
were killed or died. ‘while attached to. his lordfhip’s fer- 
vice. Thus have ended the hopes entertained of fup- 
preffing the oppofition to government in Virginia by 
employing the negroes—a meafure which being rather 
invidious than powerful, tended infinitely to inflame the 
difcontents of the: people without adding to the ftreneth 
of the royal arms. The New ‘erfey congrefs were fo 
irritated by the plot for deftroying the American armyy 
that they ufed the utmoft difpatch in forming their con- 
{titution, and finifhed it by the fecond of July. 3 
' Though they knew that the fubje& of independence 
was before the continental congrefs, and that thefe were 
upon the point of declaring the United Colonies inde- 
pendent: and though they had empowered their own 
delegates to join in the declaration, yet that not being 
made at the time, they clofed with faying, “ provided 
always, 
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£776. always, and it is the true intent and meaning of this con- 


erels, that if a reconciliation between Great Britain and 
thefe colonies fhould take place, and the latter be taken 
again under the protection and government of the crown — 
of Britain, this charter fhall be null and void, otherwife 
to remain firm and inviolable.” 

The New Jerfey legiflature, in the following Sep- 
tember, chofe William Livingfton efq; a gentleman of 


the law and of firft-rate abilities, to be their governor. 


July 
Se 


There was an equal number of votes for him and Mr. 
Stockton; but the latter having juft at the moment, 
refufed to furnith his team or horfes for the fervice of 
the public, and the legiflature coming to the knowledge 
of it, the choice of Mr. Livingfton took place imme- 
diately. 

The general convention of Virginia agreed upon a 
conftitution. They began their feffion the fifth of May, 
and ten days after, when there were prefent 112 mem- 
bers, refolved unanimoufly, that their delegates fhould 
be inftruéted to propofe to congrefs, that the United 
Colonies be by that refpectable body declared free and 
independent ftates. It might be from a full confidence 
of receiving fuch inftruétions, that Mr. R. Henry Lee 
gave notice, that he fhould move for a declaration of 
independence. One gentleman of eminence, who was 
employed in the great work of planning the conftitution, 
made it his inceffant ftudy fo to frame the portrait of 
government, that a kindred with New England might 
be difcerned in it. 

Let us now repaif. to sai York, and the neighbour- 
fone" 

Lord 
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Lord Howe arrived off Halifax toward the end of 177% 


June; upon learning that the fleet and army had left 
that port on the roth, and receiving the letter which the 


general his brother had left for him, he proceeded to 


New York without coming to an anchor, and reached 
Staten Ifland by the 12th of July; from whence he 
fent afhore by a flag to Amboy, a circular letter, toge- 
ther with a declaration to feveral of the late governors 
of the United States, then colonies, acquainting them 
with his powers, and defiring them to publifh the fame 
as generally as poffible, for the information of the peo- 
ple. The declaration and letters were forwarded to con- 
erefs by gen. Wa/bington; and ordered by them to be 
publifhed in the feveral news papers, that the inhabitants 
might be informed of what nature the commiffioners 
were, and what the terms, with the expectation of which 
the court of Britain had endeavoured to amufe and dif- 
arm them; and that the few who were ftill fufpended 
by a hope founded either in the juftice or moderation 
of the parties concerned, might be convinced, that the 

valor alone of their country was to fave its liberties. 
Lord Howe fent up a flag to New York with a let- 
ter, under the fuperfcription of “ George Wathington 
efq;” but which the general refufed to receive, as not 
being directed to him with the title and in the ftile fuit- 
able to his ftation. Congrefs applauded him for atting 
with a becoming dignity ; and then direéted that none 
of their officers fhould receive letters or meflages, that 
were not addreffed to them according to their refpetive 
rank, Adjutant general. Paterfon was at length fent 
with a letter addreffed to “ George Wafhington, &c. 
| | &&c, 
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1776: 8oc. &c.” The general exempted him from being blind 
folded, as cuftomary in pafling through fortifications, 
and received him with the greateft politenefs; but not- 
withftanding all the adjutant could offer, the ef celeras 
would not remove the impediments to the correfpon- 
dence attempted. The general told him, “it js true 
the et ceteras imply every thing; but it is no lefs true, 

that they imply any thing.” The letter therefore was 
not accepted. This bufinefs ferved to difcover the caft 
of the general’s temper, and to fhow that he was firm 
and guarded. A conference enfued on the fubject of. 
prifoners, and complaints on both fides, relative to the 


treatment they had received. The adjutant afferted on 


his honor, that=the prifoners at Bofton, whenever the 


{tate of the army there admitted it, were treated with 


humanity and even indulgence. Upon his obferving: 


that the commifioners were intrufted with great powers, 
the general anfwered, “Their powers are only to grant: 
pardons. They, who have committed no fault, want. 
“no pardon. The Americans are only defending what 
they think their indifputable rights.”. Thus ended’ a 
conference, from which it was evident, that all attempts 
in the fame line would prove ineffectual at prefent. The: 
adjutant, through. the whole converfation, addrefled the 
general by the title of excellency, and behaved with the: 
utmoft attention and politenels. “The arrival of the fleet 
and army in the neighbourhood of New York, made © 
little impreffion on congress They continued with the 
fame inflexibility, in the: purfuit of the meafures they — 
had adopted.. Wherever the declaration. of indepen- 
dence was publifhed, it was received with the greateft’ 


ates joy. 
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joy. It reached Charleftown within a few days, and was 1776. 
proclaimed in the moft folemn manner to the troops un-_ 
der. arms; and followed with all the ufual parade of 
a public rejoicing. It found the people of South Carolina 
exafperated againt Great Britain for her late hoftile 
attack, and elated with their fuccefsful defence of the 
fort on Sullivan’s Ifand, henceforward to be called Fort 
Moultrie, in honor to the brave colonel who defended it. 
The. declaration was equally acceptable to the military 
at New York; and gave them frefh {pirits and vigor. The 
fear of fighting for, what they apprehended would be, a 
patched reconciliation was finally at an end. Two days 
before col. Paterfon waited upon gen. Washington, and 


as if in defiance of all the then formidable appearances, 
independence was folemnly proclaimed by the civil autho- 


rity: after which the king’s arms, and an elegant picture 
of his majefty, were deftroyed. ‘The epifcopal clergy: 
however, upon thefe proceedings, fhut up their churches. 
_ The military operations on the part of the Britith being 
delayed for. want of the expected reinforcements, the 
Americans had the opportunity of {trengthening them- 
felves. Having endeavoured to fortify the entrance. of | 
the harbour, fo as to make it dangerous for the fhipping, 
they expected that the military operations would com- 
mence on the fide of Long [land ; where they threw up 
lines and ere¢ted redoubts, next to New York, in order 
to prevent gen. Howe’s advancing to. and poffefling 
himfelf of thofe heights which overlook the city, and 
> fo attacking it from that quarter. Gen. Greene was in- 
trufted with the command of this poft; and ftudioufly 
acquainted himfelf with all the defiles leading to it, that 
he might reap the full advantage of them whenever oc- 
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1776 cafion required. Notwithftanding the efforts to prevent 
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the paflage of the Britifh fhips up the North river, the 
fame was effeéted by the Phoenix, the Rofe, and two. 
tenders, with little damage from a heavy cannonade, 
They failed 25 miles, and took their ftation oppofite 
Tarry-town, where the river is about four miles wide. 
Only 5000 of the new levies had arrived in the Ameri- 
can camp out of 15,000 ordered. The exertions of the 
{tates fhould have been far more vigorous, confidering 
the formidable force their army had foon to cope with, 
fuch as no part of this new world had feen before, viz. 
a body of 30,000 excellent troops; great numbers of 
them experienced veterans, rendered the more formida-. 
ble, by the abundance of their military ftores and war- 
like materials, by the goodnefs. and quantity of the ar-_ 
tillery with which they are provided, and by the nume-_ 
rous fleet that fupports them. ee 
The particular jealoufies and prejudices of the conti- 
nental troops from the different {tates led them frequently 
to throw out reflections tending to irritate each other and | 
injure the common caufe; fo that the commander in 
chief interpofed his influence to fupprefs it by generat 
This was a meafure abfolutely neceflary, con- 
fidering the ftate of his army ; which was as follows, for 
the feveral pofts on New York, Long and Governor's 
Tflands, and Powle’s Hook, 10,514 fit for duty »—fick 
prefent, 3039 ;—fick abfent, 629;—-on command, 29463 
on furlough, 97 ;—total 17,225. Thefe were little 
other than raw troops, and much feattered, fome beige 
16 miles apart *, The two fleets of tranfports, with the 
expected reinforcements, arrived under convoy of com- 


orders. 


* General Wathington’s letter. . 
g modor¢ 
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modore Hotham and the Repulfe, as did the camp 1776, 


equipage, fo that gen. Howe was enabled to proceed 
upon the operations of the campaign, which ought to 


have commenced at leaft two months fooner. The 


{carcity of lead obliged the citizens of New York to 
part with their window leads for the uf of the American 
army. One houfe fupplied them with 1200]b. and ano- 


ther with a tooolb. Gen. Wafhington provided fome_ 


fire fhips for hoftile purpofes, and the defence of the 


North river. One of them commanded by .capt. Fo 


dick, and another by capt. Thomas, went up after the 


Phoenix and Rofe. The night being dark, they paffed’ 
_ the Phoenix without feeing her. © Capt.’Thomas fell on 


board the tender belonging to them, and burnt her, 
The light gave dire€tion to capt. Fofdick, who grappled 


| the Phoenix, but by the lownefs of his veffel, and the 
| dexterity of the Phcenix’s hands, the latter got clear 
of the fire hip and° funk her. The enemy however, 
| thought it prudent to quit their Ration two days after ; 
and jut before’ day-light, taking’ the advantage of a 


fine wind, the tide, and a very heavy rain, went down 
the river, through a continual fire from the American 


forts, but received no fuch damage as’ to ‘prevent their 
rejoining the Britifh fleet. -Gen. Greene was fo ill, that 
he could ferve no longer; and gen. Wathington was 
obliged to appoint gen. Sullivan to the command on 
Long Ifland, notwithftanding the damage that might ac- 


crue to the public by the change at fuch a critical mo- 
ment. ian , | 
About one half of the Heffians were yet wanting; 


gen. Howe however had under him, the troops formerly 


) at, Bofton, the reinforcement which arrived on the rath, 
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the forces from South Carolina, which got in on the 
14th, and fome regiments from Florida and the Weft- 
Indies; fo that he felt himfelf fufficiently ftrong to re- 
folve upon attempting the iMand. The neceflary mea-_ 
fures being taken by the fleet for covering the defcent, 
the army was landed, without oppofition, between twe 
{mall towns, Utrecht and Gravefend, not far from the 
Narrows, on the neareft fhore to Staten IMand. The 
American works, erected under the eye of gen. Greene, 
cover the breadth of a fall penintula, having the Eaft 
River (which feparates Long Ifland from New York) 
on the left, a.marfh, extending to the water fide on the 
right, with the bay and Governor’s Ifland at the back. 
Within thefe works lies Brookland, where gen. Sullivan 
encamped with a ftrong force, a few miles diftant from 
Utrecht. ‘From the point of land which forms the eaft 
Gide of the Narrows, runs a ridge of hills about north- 
eaft, in length about five or fix miles, covered with a 
thick wood, which terminate in a fmall rifing land near 
Jamaica. Through thefe hills are three paifes only; 
one near the Narrows; a fecond on the road, called the 
Flatbufh Road; and a third, called the Bedford Road, 
being a crofs road from Bedford to Flatbuth, which 
les on the foutherly fide of thefe hills. T hefe pafles 
through the mountains, or hills, are eafily defenfible, 
being very narrow, and the lands high and mountainous 
on each fide. Thefe are the only roads which can be 
paffed f-orm the fouth fide of the ‘hills to the American 
lines, except a road leading round the eafterly end of 
the hills to Jamaica. An early attention had been given 
to the importance \of thefe pafles. To the fecond of 
thera, the fimall American parties, patroling on the 
| . 4 coaft, 
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with the troops. Lord Cornwallis pufhed on immedi- 
ately with the referve and fome other forces; but find- 
ing the Americans in poffeffion of the pafs, in comphi- 
ance with orders rifked no attack. Three days after, 
gen. de Heifter, with two brigades of Heffians from Staten 
Tfland, joined the army. It is faid, that when landed 
he was told by one high in command, “ The Americans 
will give the foreigners no quarter ;” and that he an~ 
fwered, “ Well, as I know it, I am ready to fight on 
thefe terms.’ The foreign officers and foldiers were led 
to believe, that the Americans are a fet of favages and 
barbarians; and to dread falling into their hands under 
the apprehenfion of meeting with the cruelle(: treat. 


ment. The,common men were taught to expe, that 


if taken, they fhould have their bodies fluck full with 
pieces of pine wood, and then be burnt to death. “The 


_ propagation of thefe falfhoods nueht be confidered as a 
| jutt retaliation upon congrefs for devifing and adopting 
‘a plan for encouraging the Heffians and other foreigners 
to defert the Britifh fervice. Officers and men are to- 


tally ignorant of the nature of the quarrel between Britain 


and the United States; and have hich notions of fub- 


jeGtion to princely authority. They deteft the thoughts 


of rebellion, and the Americans being ftiled rébels, they 
| are hearty in defiring and attempting their réduction, 
: and need NO incentives to whet their refentments. - 


| The Americans had on each of the three above tnen-. 
tioned paffes or roads, a guard of eight hundred men: 


| and to the eaft of them in the wood, col. Miles was placed 


with his battalion to guard the road from the fouth of 


‘the hills to Jamaica, and to watch the motion of the 


X+2 enemy 
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1776 enemy on that fide, with orders to keep a party con- 


Aug 


20.0 


27s 


roads. | 


intelligence, neglects fendi 


ftantly reconnoitring to and acrofs the Jamaica road. | 
The fentinels were fo placed as to keep a continual 
communication between the three guards on the he 


General Howe having fully fettled a plan of furprife, 
gen, de Heifter with his Heffians takes poft at Flatbulh | 
in the evening, and compofes the centre. About nine 
o'clock the fame night, the principal army, containing | 
much the greater part of the Britith forces, under the 
commands of generals Clinton, earl Percy and lord 
Cornwallis, march, in order to gain the road leading 
round the eafterly end of the hills to Jamaica, and fo to 
turn the left of the Americans. Col. Miles, whofe duty 
it is to guard this road, fuffers the Britifh ta march not 
lefs than fix miles till they are near two miles in the 
rear of the ouards, before he difcovers and gives notice 


of their approach. Gen. Clinton arrives within half a 


mite of the road about two hours before day break, halts 


and fettles his difpofition for the attack. One of his 


patrols falls in with a patrol of American officers on 
horfeback, who are trepanned, and made prifoners. 
Sullivan, though in expectation that they will bring him 
ng ou a frefh patrol on finding 


ely 


himfelf difappointed. Clinton learning from the officers, 


that the Americans have not occupied the road, detaches 
a battalion of light infantry to fecure it; and advancing 
with his corps upon the firft appearance of day, poffefies 
‘himfelf of the heights over which the road paffles.. 4 
General Grant with the left wing advances along the 
-coaft by the weft road, near the Narrows. About mid- 
night, the guard, confifting all of New Yorkers an : 
a , * ; Paci. 


f 
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flee without firing a gun, and bring to gen. Parfons, 
who commands them, the account of the enemy’s ad- 
vancing in great numbers by that road. Grant’s move- 


“ment is to divert the attention of the Americans from 
/ the left, where the main attack is to be made by Clinton. 
_ Parfons perceives by fair day-light, that the Britifh are 
got through the wood, and are defcending on the north 


fide. He takes twenty of his fugitive guard, being all 


column, and gives time for lord Stirling to come up 
with his forces, amounting to about 1500, who pofleffes 


_himfel€ of a hill about two miles from camp. 
_ The engagement begins, foon after day-break, by the 
i Heffians from Flatbuth, 


under gen. Heifter, and by 


cen. Grant on the coaft; and a warm cannonade with a 


-brifk fire of fmall arms, is eagerly fupported on both 
fides for fome confiderable time. 
| pofing gen. Heifter, are the firft who are apprized of 
‘the march of the Britifh troops under gen. Clinton. 


The Americans Op- 


They accordingly retreat in large bodies, and in tolerable 


J order, to recover their camp; but are foon intercepted 
) by the right wing under gen. Clinton; who having halted 
jand refrefhed his forces after paffing the eae conti- 
nues his march, and getting into the rear of the left of 


the Americans, about half paft eight o’clock, attacks 


them with his light infantry and light dragoons, while 
jquitting the heights to return to their lines, 
driven back, and again meet the Hefiians. 

jare alternately Giavad and intercepted, 
“rate circumftances, fome of their regiments, overpowered 


They are 
Thus they 
In thefe defpe- 


> hee and 


he can collect, and pofts them on a height in Edie of 
| the Britifh, about half a mile diftant, which halts their 
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1446. and, out-numbered.as they are, force their way to carnpy 


through all the dangers with which they are preffed, 
The Americans under lord Stirling, confifting of col, 
Miles’s two battalions, col. Atlee’s, col. Smallwood’s ahd. 
col. Hatch’s regiments, and who are engaged with gen, 
Grant, behave with great bravery and refolution, charging’ 
the enemy and maintaining their pofts from about eight 
in the morning till two in the afternoon; but are fo late 
in their knowledge of what pafies elfewhere, that their 


retreat is intercepted by fome of the Britifh troops, who,. 


befide turning the hills and the American left, have tras 
yerfed the whole extent of country in their rear. Several 


break through the enemy’s line, and get into the woods, 
Gen. Parfons, with a fmall party, efcapes by doing it, 


Numbers throw themfelves into the marfh at Gowan’s 
Cove; fome are drowned, others perifh in the mud} a 


confiderable bady however, efcapes by. this way to the 


lines. The nature of the country, and the variety of the 
ground, occafion a continuance and extenfion of {mall 
engagements, purfuits and flaughter, which laft for 
many hours before the {cene: clofes, 

The Britith troops difplayed great valor and adtivicy: 


on this occafion. So impetuous was their ardor, that i Ik | 


was with difficulty that they could be reftrained, by gen 
Howe’s orders, from attacking the American lines. They 
would. probably have entered them, had .not the works) 
been completed the night before the aétion, by: clofing. 
an opening on the right, and placing an abbatis. before. 
it. The Americans were moft completely farprifed and 
effeétually entrapped. Col. Smallwood’s Maryland re- 
giment fuffered extremely, and was almoft cut to: : pieces. 
It loft: two hundred: and fifty-nine men, ° The’ ‘lofs was 
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much regretted on account of dl their being young men of 17766 


the beft families in the country: All who-were engaged. 
in the actions of the day, did not difplay the fame cou- 
rage ; nor was it to be expected from fuch raw troops. 
Many efcaped from the want of difcipline; for they 
broke at the fight of danger, and faved themfelves 
through flight, whereas otherwife they muft have been 
killed or taken. Large bodies however were captured. 
Generals Sullivan; lord Stirling, and Udell, befide 3 
colonels, 4 lieutenant colonels, 3 Majors, 18 captains, 43 
lieutenants, ri enfigns,. an adjutant, 3. furgeons and 2 
volunteers, were made prifoners, together with roo6 
privates, in all 1097. As among the prifoners the 
wounded were included, an allowance of between 4 and 
500 for killed, drowned, perifhed in the woods, the mud 
and’ the like, muft be reckoned fufficiently large. Only 
fix brafs ordnance were taken. The lofs of the Britith, 
in killed and wounded, did not exceed 318; of 
of whom. only 61 were flain. The Heffians had 2 rank 
and file killed, and 23 privates and. 3 officers wounded, 
The briliant fuccefs of the operations on Long Ifland 
may fafcinate the judgment, and crown: the head. of 
gen. Hlowe with laurels: but there are fome fenfble 
American officers, who judge, that by commencing them 
in.that quarter, he completely put into the hands of gen. 
Wafhington, the only chance which offered for the de- 
fence of New York; and that, if gen. Greene had not 
been prevented by ficknefs.from continuing in command, 
all the paffes or roads would have been. fo fecured and. 
defended, as that the royal army’ in attempting or gain- 
ing them would have been {o crippled, as to have been 
arvefted with regard to all future fuccefsful. operations. 
| X 4 Gen. 
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7775 Gen. Sullivah was too inattentive and confident. Though 


in the midtt of royalifts, he fuffered them to go back- 
ward and forward juft as they pleafed. One of the 
American chaplains fearing that the Britifh would make 
4 circuitous march and take to the Jamaica road, afked 
him whether he had guarded that pafs fufficiently, and 
received for anfwer, “‘ Yes; fo that an angel cannot 
force it.” 

Je may be thought by many, that if gen. Howe, inw 
{ead of commencing his. operations on Long Ifland, 
had ‘run up the North River, and landed above New 
York, pe would either have compelled gen. Wafhington. 


to a fadden evacuation of the city, with the: lofs of 


nearly’ all the ftores of the army; or to have fought 
though very unequal in numbers and troops; or to 
have furrendered for want of provifions. That fuch a 
movement might have been made, wind and tide fa- 
voring, without any particular dapeert of a failure, had 
been eftablithed by the fafe paflage of the pepe and 
Rofe up and down the river. i 

The victorious army encamped in the front of the 
‘American works in the evening ; and on the 28th at night 
broke ground in form about 4 or 500 yards diftant from 
a redoubt which covered the left of the Americans, 


The fame day gen, Mifflin crofied over from New York ; 


with 1000 men; at-night-he made an offer to gen. 
Wafbington of going the rounds, which was accepted, 
Ele obferved the approaches of the enemy, and the for- 
_wardnefs of their batteries ; and was -convinced that no 


Oo, 
"S Gme was to be loft. : The next morning he converfed 
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with the general upon the fubject, and faid, “ You mut 


either fight, or retreat immediately, What is your 
‘Ee . ftrength ¢ 
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ftrength?” The general anfwered, “ nine thoufand.” 1776. 


The other replied, ‘ It is not fufficient, we mult there- 
fore retreat.” “They were both agreed as. to the calling 
of a council of war; and gen. Mifflin was to propofe a 
retreat. But as he was to make that propofal, left his 
own character fhould fuffer, he ftipulated, that if a re- 
treat fhould be agreed upon, he would command the 
rear; and if an action the van. When the council was 
held, thefe reafons among others were mentioned for 
removing the army to New York, viz.—** The heavy 
rains which have fallen two days and nights, with but 
hittle intermiffion, have injured the arms, and fpoilt a 
great part of the ammunition; and the foldiers, being 
without cover and obliged to lie in their lines, are worn 
out.”—‘* From the time the enemy moved from Flat- 
bufh, feveral large fhips have attempted to get up, as 
fuppofed, into the Eaft River, to cut off our commu- 
nication, by which the whole army would be deftroyed, 
but the wind being north-eaft, they have not been able 
to effect it."—“ The troops are become difpirited, by 
their inceffant duty and watching.” It was unanimoufly 
agreed to quit. Col. Glover, who belonged to Mar- 
blehead, was called upon with the whole of his regiment, 
fit for duty, to take the command of the veffels and 


_ flat-bottomed boats. Moft of the men were. formerly 


employed in the fifhery, and fo peculiarly well qualified 
for the fervice.. The colonel went over himfelf from 


| New York to give direétions ; and about feven o’clock 


at might, officers and men went to work with a fpirit 
and refolution peculiar to that corps. The embarkation 
of the troops was committed to gen. M‘Dougall. He 
was upon the fpot at Brooklyne ferry, at eight o’clock,: 
Paneer od the 
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i776 the hour fixed. for the commencement. of this: impor- 
tant movement. To: his great) mortification he found 

the militia had not yet embarked. The getting them: 

over protracted the time till between ten and eleven 

»  @clock, Mean while, about-nine, the tide of ebb made. 
_ and the wind blew ftrong at north-eaft, which adding to, 
the rapidity of the tide, rendered it impoffible to effect: 

the retreat, in the courfe of the: night, with only that 
number of row boats which they could command; and 

the ftate of the wind and tide put it out of the power of. 

col. Glover’s men to make any ufe of the fail boats. 

Gen. M‘Dougall fent col Grayfon, one of the. com- 
mander in chief’s aids, to report to his excellency their 
embarrafled fituation; and gave it as his opinion, that. 

the. retreat was impracticable that night. The’ colonel 

“ returned foon after, not being, able to find the com- 
mander in chief, on. which the general went on with the 
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embarkation under all thefe difcouragements. But about 
eleven the wind died: away, and’ foon after fprung up-at 
fouth-weft, and blew frefh, which rendered. the fail boats, 

of ufe, and at the fame time made the paflage from. the: 

ifland, to: the citys, direét, eafy and expeditious. Provi-~ 

_ dence further interpofed in. favor ofthe retreating army,, 

30. i fending a thick fog about two o’clock in the morn- 

ne, which hung over n Inne Tbad, while on New York 

Pat it was clear. During the embarkation; col, Scam- 

mel! was fent to. gen. Mifflin-with orders. for a: particu- 

Jar regiment to march down. to the ferry; the colonel 
migook the orders, and inftead: of a regiment under _ 
frood the whole covering party; and. delivered: them ac-. 

: cordingly. On that: gen. Mifflin: quitted: the lines;,, and, 
cing: dewn to the. place:of embarkation;. to: the. great _ 
aftonith~ 
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aftonifhment of gen. Wafhington, who with furprife in- 177% 


quired into the reafon of fuch condué&t. The miftake 
being cleared up, gen. Mifflin returned to the lines, after 
they had been abandoned about three quarters of an 
hour, without its being difeovered by the enemy, be- 
eaufe of the fog. The fog and wind continuted to favor 
the retreat, till the whole army, 9000 in number, with 
all the field artillery, fuch heavy ordnatice as was. of 
moft value, ammunition, provifion, cattle, horfes, carts; 

&c. were fafe over. The water was fo remarkably 

{mooth as to admit of the row boats being loaded within 
afew inches of the gunnel. Gen. Wafhington, though 
often entreated, would not leave the ifland, till Mifflin 
with his covering party left the lines, at about fix o’clock. 

‘The enemy were fo nigh, that they were heard at work 
with their pickaxes and fhovels. In about half an. hour 
after the lines were finally abandoned, the fog cleared 


off, and the Britifh were feen taking pofieffion of the 


American works. Four boats were on the river, three 
half way over, full of troops; the fourth, within reach. 


of the enemy’s fire upon the fhore, was compelled to. 


return; fhe had only three men in her, who tarried be- 
hind to plunder. ‘The river is a mile or more acrofs; 
and yet the retreat was. effected in lefs than thirteen 
hours, a great part of which time it rained’ hard. 

Fad it not been for the providential fhifting of the 


wind, not more than half the army could poffibly have 
- erofied, and the remainder, with a number of general 


Officers, and all the heavy ordnance at’ leaft, muft ine~ 
vitably have fallen into the enemy’s hand. Had it not 
been alfo for that heavenly meffenger, the fog, to cover 
the firft defertion of the lines, and, the. feveral proceed- 
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{mall mift, fo that you could fee but a little way before 
you. It was very unufual alfo to have a fog at that 


time of the year. My informer, a citizen of New 


York, could not recolleét his having known any at that 


Sept. 


Be 


feafon, within the fpace of twenty or thirty years. 

_ Governor’s IfMand, on which were two regiments, was 
evacuated likewife with the lofs only of one man’s arm, 
by acannon fhot from the fhips. The Americans finifhed 
the removal of their military ftores from thence, and 
took every thing off but a few pieces of cannon, not- 
withftanding the {hips of war lay iba? a quarter of a 
mile of fome part of it *. ‘ 

Since the affair of Long Ifland, endeavours have 


been’ ufed to keep up the fpirits of the people, by puf- 


ing accounts of the extraordinary bravery of their troops, 
and the deftruétion they made of the enemy. But that 
matters are not very promifing appears from a letter 
of-gen. Mer cer, who commands the flying camp, dated 

September the 4th, wherein he writes, “* Gen. Wafaing- 
ton has not fo far as I have feen 5000 men to be de- 
ended on for the fervice of a campaign, and I have not 
600. ~Both our armies are compofed of raw militia, per- 
petually fluctuating between the camp and their farms, 
peorly armed, and {til worfe difciplined. Thefe are not 
H!rnatch for, were their numbers equal to, veteran troops,’ 
«well Gtted- and urged on by able officers. Numbers 

and: difciphine mult preva at sie Giving Bere or: 
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* "The particulars of the retreat are taken from Dr. Rodgers’ S shawl 
giving fermon ; from col. Glover’s AeCrS a and from the inform 
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even the lower orders of mankind, the choice of officers, 1746 


will for ever mar the difcipline of armies.” The wretched 


a7 


choice of officers in the Maffachufetts, is complained of | 


in a letter of this purport to a gentleman of that ftate: 


*«T can account for the ftrange military appointments — 


in your ftate, on no other principle, than that your peo- 
ple mean to guard againft the danger of an army, by 
making it contemptible. Without officers we fhall never 
have foldiers. They are finking the ftate in the eyes of 
the whole continent. At the end of a campaign we 
find butchers, bakers, futtlers, and a large tribe of con- 
tractors, with fortunes made at the public expence, while 
a young officer of merit, on twenty-fix dollars a month, 

is a begear. A man of honor and fpirit cannot herd 
with company unworthy of him; yet tltere is no one 
beneath a field officer, whofe pay gives him a right to 
company above a fhoe-black.. The great number of 


fouthern officers now in York, who are but little ufed 


to the equality which prevails in New England, are con- 
tinually refenting the littlenefs of their pay.” A third 
gentleman tells a member of congrefs—“* I cannot agree 
with you on the frequent calling out of the militia. 
They are uneafy, reftlefs and difcontented. They leave 


‘their bufinefs in a moft perplexing fituation, when called 
out fuddenly, and muft be very great fufferers in their 


private property. Their minds are always at home, in 
‘their fhops, or on their farms. This renders them low 


iy {pirited ja dejection faft feizes them ;—ficknefs and 


death are the confequences. The only purpofe a militia 


can ferve, under prefent regulations, is, on fome fud-_ 


den invafion to affemble Bor repel the enemy, and re- 
turn to their bufinefs again,” 


a july 
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2776 ‘The account will fhock your humanity 5 and yet you 


mutt be told, that fince the conqueft of Long Ifland, 


the American captives, in feveral inftances, were tied | 


wp to be fired at by the royal troops, openly and with- 
out cenfure *. 

You will not witha Juatenen of this letter, that the 
intelligence from New York may be brought down toa 
later period, it fhall therefore be clofed with an ac- 
count of the troops to the northward, and of fome pro- 
ceedings in the Maflachufetts. | 

The return of the troops ferving in Canada under 
gen. Sullivan was 7006. When gen. Gates firft joined 
them, the fmall pox raged; not a cannon was mount- 
ed; the veffels were lumbered with ftores; the men 
were difpirited with defeat and fatigue; in fhort, the 
whole was a fcene variegated with every diftrefs and dif- 
appointment, which can confpire to ruin an army. Gen. 
Sullivan left it the 12th of July; when he firft joined 
jt in Canada, it was torn to pieces by ficknefs and un- 
accountable occurrences; its prefent fecurity is thought 
to be owing to him; and therefore the field officers ad- 
dreffed him, when leaving them, and faid, “It as to 
you, Sir, the public are indebted, for the prefervation 
of their property in Canada. It is to you we owe our 
fafety thus far. Your humanity will call forth the filent 
tear, and grateful ejaculation of the fick: your univerfal 
‘impartiality will force the applaufe of the wearied fol- 
idier.” 


geriedee M:Fingal, a modern Epic Poem in four Cantos, :p 82. 
‘Printed at Hartford in Connecticut, 1782. ‘The author.1s known to, 
gi Mxz."John Trumbull, the American Butler rar wit and humor. 
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the Cedars, the confequent retreat from Canada, toge- 
ther with the deaths and defertions, which have hap- 
pened. fince,the firft of April, the northern army has been 
diminihed upward of .s000, exclufive of 3000 fick. 
Tillthefe were feparated, and {ent off to Fort George, 
at the head of Lake George, where the general -hofpital 
has been eftablithed, the camp itfelf had the appearance 
of .a.general hofpital rather than an army. Whe dmall- 
pox had infected every thing belonging to it, the clothes, 
the blankets, the air, the very ground the men walked 
on. ‘Gen. Gates.exerted all his powers to prevent thie 
peftilence from fixing at Skeenfborough, to which place 
the militia, ordered to reinforce him, were directed to 
repair. he army is not now at Crown Point, for a 
council of general officers unanimoufly determined to 
retwe from thence, and take poft-at the ftrong ground 
oppolite to. the eaft point.of Tyconderoga., By the-end 
ofthe month affairs began to wear a le& gloomy afpect. 

Whe fleet upon Liake Champlain increafed. rapidly. “Lhe 


mulitia began to.come to Skeenfborough. -On the 6th Avg, 


_ of Auguit the general was joined by Goo from New 
| otitis but many, both officers and foldiers, were 
detained on their march, by inoculating, contrary to 
orders, ‘through fear.of being infeéted with the fmall- 


pexiin the natural way. While the army was inCanada, — 


regularity was difpenfed with, or negleGted; -and the 
| Tuin of affairs there was afcribed by fome members of 
- congrefs to the want of recular returns. Who was ge- 
neral, who quarter-mafter, who pay-mafter, who com- 


miffary, were important fecrets, which all their pene-— 


tration was never able.to difcover. Gates has fent them 
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3776.4 return, the moft fyftematical they have feen. The 
 -utmoft exertions are applied in building galleys and gon- 
dolas, to continue a naval fuperiority upon the lake, 
| whereby to prevent Sir Guy Carleton’s penetrating into 
\ the United States by way of Ty. The poft oppofite to 
it occupied by the army, has been called Mount Inde- 
pendence, fince the declaration of independence reached 
them ; for that was received with the ufual applaufe. — 
Sept The Maffachufetts houfe of reprefentatives have in 
an addrefs to congrefs requefted, that they would form 
14 a confederation. ‘They have alfo chofen gen. Lincoln 
to command the militia ordered to New York. An at- 
‘tempt, which is now making, to fix by an att of the 
general court, the price of various articles, may be well 
intended by the generality. The characters of many, 
who are for the meafure, aré too fair to admit the fuf- 
picion of a bad intention. But the meafure will at 
length prove ineffectual for the good meant to be an- 
fwered by it, and be productive of great evil. The 
‘<moft confcientious and patriotic will be injured ; while 
the crafty and unprincipled make their advantage of it. 
Prices of provifion, and divers other articles, like water, 
will find their own level ; and be high or low, according 
to the quantity of ftock in hand and the demand that~ 
there is for them. But warm theorifts will not be eafily 
‘convinced by any other arguments, than thofe which reg 
fult from experiments. : ne 
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Gs is sti Shy aa ad 
Roxbury, Dec. 20, 1776. 


from Long Ifland, gen. Sullivan was unmediately 
fent upon parole with a verbal mefiage from lord Howe 
to the congrefs; importing that though he could not at 
prefent treat with them in that charaéter, yet he was very 
defirous of having a conference with fome of the mem 
bers, whom he would confider as private gentlemen. 
He informed them, that he, with the general, had fulf 
powers to compromife the difpute between Great Britain 
and America upon terms advantageous to both :——that 


fay, that it was compelled to enter into fuch agree- 


granted :—-and that, if upon the conference, they found 
any probable ground of an accommodation; the autho- 
rity of congrefs would be afterward acknowledged to 
tender the treaty complete. The general arrived 


i 
l 
} 


a letter at the fame time from gen. Wafhington, ‘ac- 
| quainting them with the removal of the army fron 
Long Ifland. On the sth, gen. Sullivan was requefted 
to inform lord Howe, “ that congrefs being the repre 
Vor. dI, 4 fentatiyes 


HE American army having providentially efcaped 1778s. 


he wifhed a compact might be fettled at a time, when 
no decifive blow was ftruck, and neither party could 


~ment:—that were they difpofed to treat, many things, 
which they had not yet afked, might and ought to be 


at Sepe, 
oe oept, 
congrels with this meflage on the 2d-of September; 2+ 
and was defired to reduce it to writing. They received. 
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fentatives of the free and independent ftates of America, 
they cannot with propriety fend any of their members, to 
confer with his lordfhip in their private characters, but 


that ever defirous of eftablifhing peace on reafonable 


Sept. 


Ide 


terms, they will fend a committee of their body to know 
whether he has any authority to treat with perfons autho- 
rized by congrefs for that purpofe in behalf of America, 
and what that authority is, and to hear fuch propofitions 
as he shall think fit to make refpeéting the fame.” ‘The 
next day they elected by ballot for their committee, 
Mefirs. Franklin, John Adams, and Edward Rutledge. 
Right days after, the committee met lord Howe upon 
Staten Ifland, oppofite to Amboy, where his lordfhip 
received and entertained them with the utmoft polite- 
nefs. [he committee in the report, fummed up the 
account of the conference, by mentioning that it did 
not appear to them, that his lordfhip’s. commiffion con- 
tained any other authority of importance than was con- 
tained in the a&t of parliament, for that as to the power 
of inquiring into the ftate of America, which his lord- 
fhip mentioned.to them, and of conferring and confult- 
ing with any.perfons the commiffioners might think — 
proper, and reprefenting the refule to the miniftry, they 
apprehended any expectation from the effect of fuch power 
would have been too precarious for America to have re- 
lied upon, had fhe full continued in her ftate of depen- 
dence. Thus the hopes of negotiation by the commif- 
fioners ended. The friends to independency rejoiced 
that it was brought to fo happy a conclufion. They 
almoft trembled left it fhould prove infnaring, and fome- 
thing fhould take place under it, which, in the prefent 
diftrefied circumftances of their military affairs, might 
: Guar demolifh 


~ 
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‘demolifh the fabric ‘they were erecting. It ferved’ to.177% 


gain time for recovering from the fhock occafioned by 
the loffes fuftained on Long Ifland. If it delayed the 
‘operations of gen. Howe, it anfwered another valuable 
purpofe: and it is hard otherwife to account for his 
delay. The committee managed with ereat dexterity ; 
and maintained the dignity of congrefs. Their fenti- 
ments and laneuage became their character. His lord- 
fhip was explicitly and authoritatively affured, that nei- 
ther the committee, nor the congrefs which fent them, 
had authority to treat in any other capacity than as i- 
dependent fraies. ‘Ais lordfhip had “ no inftructions on 
that fubject.” The Americans muft therefore fight it 
out, and truft in God for fuccefs. | 

~ General Wafhington’s fituation, after evacuating Long 
Ifland, was truly diftreffing. The check, which the de- 
tachment had fuftained, difpirited too great a proportion 
of the troops, and filled their minds with apprehenfion 
and defpair. The militia were difmayed, intraétable, 
and impatient to return. Great numbers went off, by 
companiés at a time, by half regiments, and in fome 
inftances almoft by whole ones. The flying camp was 


too literally fuch. Whole battalions of them ran off 


from Powle’s (the mode of fpelling Paul’s two hundred 
years back *) Hook, and the heights of Bergen, upon 
the firing of a broad-fide from a man of war, when no 
- one was hurt by it. An entire diftegard of that ordet 
and fubordination neceflary to the well being of an 
army, made his condition ftill more alarming ; and oc- 


_  ™ See queen Elizabeth's Bible, tinted: 1572, for Jugg in Powle’s 
_ Charch Yard. | 
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17766 cafioned a want of confidence in the generality of the 


troops. The nutber of men fit for duty, taking in the 
main body and all the out-pofts, was for fome days under 
20,000: but the militia, too contemptible to merit the 
name of foldiers; with the new levies alike defpicable, 
compofed more than a third of the army. The militia 


did inexpreMfible damage, by telling the other troops—~ 


« all is gone—the regulars mutt. overeome.” By fuch 
language the men became more and more difheartened. 
What is faid of the militia is not peculiar to thofe from 
any one ftate : as to thes intraétablenefs, and difregard 
of order and fabordination, it 1s common'to all militia, 
and mutt be generally expected ; for men who have been 
free, and never fubject to reftraint or any kind of con- 


trol, cannot, in a day, be taught the neceffity, or be 


= ~ 


browght to fee the expediency of ftrict difcipline.. Within. 
nine days after the evacuation, the number of the fick, . 


by the returns, formed one quarter of the whole army. 


Such were circumftances, that they demanded the » 
ereateft harmony poflible among the troops ; whereas no _ 
fall animofity prevailed between thole of the northern — 
and fouthern ftates, occafioned by general and tlliberal 


reflections freely dealt out at. head quarters. It was not 
countenanced by the commander in chief; but the ad- 


jutant general affiduoufly endeavoured to make and pro- 
mote it; fo that his excellency, in order, to remedy 2 
sn forme meafure, appointed David Henley elq; deputy 


adjutant general, “Phe day this appointment. was an- 
nounced to the army in general orders; the 6th of Sep- 
tember, a letter was written to a member of conerels, 


which fays, ‘ The infamous defertions, the fhamelefs _ 


ravages, feditious fpeeches and miutinous behaviour, 
5 Saree | which 


/ 
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‘ which prevail in your army, callin the loudeft language 


for areform. The militia here are only an armed rabble, 
and all the troops are without difcipline. If the con- 
grefs does not raife an army for three years or during 


the conteft, all the beft officers will quit it. Had we 


been wife to engage the men, at firft, during the war, 


we fhould now have had an army to have met Britifh 
troops on an equal footing. As to having recourfe to a 
militia, at is a moft wretched fubterfuge, experience has 
demonttrated they will not ftand fire. They will not 


fight from home. Men mutt learn to fight as they learn 


any thing elfe. We have an exceeding good comman- 
der in chief, who is not wanting in intrepidity, nor the 
trueft patriotif{m. I wifh him more able counfellors and 
{fpirited affiftants. Be aflured, Sir, that our men have, 
in a ‘great meafure, Joft that virtue which firft engaged 
them to fight,-and are finking into an army of merce- 
nares.” 

One lieutenant colonel Zeidwitz was tried for writing 


‘a letter to the late governor Tryon, wherein he declared 


his attachment to the royal caufe, and promiled his fer- 
vice upon certain conditions: he was fentenced to be 
ceafhiered, and rendered*incapable of any future military 
command. This ftrange fentence was owing to a militia 
brigadier general, and others of a fimilar judgment, 
who being members of the court, faid, “ it was only an 
attempé to correfpond ;” and fo the fellow efcaped. 
General Wafhington divided his army, leaving 4.509 


if the city of New York, and polting 6 500 ‘at Haerlem, 


and 12,000 at King bridge *. On the hills at, or in the 
neighbourhood of thefe places, forts had been erected, 
~~ ss© “Colonel Glover’s letter, 
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1776 which the troops garrifoned. The ftrongelt was Morr 


Wafbingten, nigh Haerlem, of dificult accefs, and over- 
looking the North river, the paflage of which it was 
meant to fecure by the aid of Fort Lee, oppofite to ity: 
onthe Jerfey fide, When it became clear to the gene- 
ral, that the enemy meant to throw their whole army. 
between part of his in New York and its environs, and 
the remainder about Kingfbridge, he removed his quar- 


ters to col, Roger Morris’s, ten miles from New York 
(oo) 2 


and not very diftant from Fort Wafhington.. The day 

before the committee of congrefs met lord Howe, five: 
{hips of war were fent up the Eaft river: on ‘which it 
was thought neceflary to evacuate the city’ as faft as: 
poffible, and to remove the fick,: the ordnance, {tores. 

and provifions. Col, Glover was employed in this fer- 

vice: he began upon it about: nine at night. By fun 

his brigade had got fafe over to’ 
the Jerfeys, the fick in and about the city, amounting 
to. sco, On the Saturday, he was ordered to have the 
tents. ftruck, and the heavy baggage carried down: 
to the. North river to be tranfported up in boats, while 
the tents and light baggage were carried up in waggons. 
This was completed about. nine at night, when an alarm: 
took place; and he was ordered to march his brigade’ ta: 
Haerlem to join gen. MDougail, leaving the whole 
baggage of two regiments behind, which afterward fell 
into the enemy’s hands, The next morning they marched. _ 
to Kingfbridge. The poor lads had juft unflung: their 


rife the next morning, 


packs, when up drives an exprefs with an account that 


the enemy were landing: on which they marched back 
without any kind of refrefhment, joined five other bri-. 
gades, about 7000, and. formed on Elaerlem plains. - 

att: Sie be General 


AMERIYTCAN REVOLVTIGN. 


General Howe, having fully prepared for a defcent #77% 


en New York Ifland, embarked ‘a ftrong divifion of the 
army under the command of gen. Clinton and others, 
in boats at the head of Newtown inlet and at another 
place higher up, where they could not be obtferved by 
the Americans ; who expected that the attack would be 
made on the fide next to the Eaft river, and had there- 


327 


fore thrown up works and lines to defend themfelves. Sepe. 
About eleven o’clock, gen. Howe’s troops landed, under *>° 


cover of the five fhips of war, in two divifions, between 
Kep’s-bay and Turtle-bay, the Heffians in one place 
and the Britifh m another. As foon as gen. Wa/bington 
heard the firing of the men of war, he rode with all 
difpatch toward the lines; but to his great mortification, 
found the troops pofted in them, retreating with the ut- 
moft: precipitation; and thofe ordered to fupport them, 
Parfons’s and Fellows’s brigades, flying in every direc- 
| tion, and in the greateft confufion. His attempts to 

{top them were fruitlefs, though he drew his fword and 
threatened to run them through, cocked and fnapped 
his piftols. On the appearance of a fimall part of the 
enemy, not more than fixty or feventy, their diforder 
was increafed, and they ran off without firing a fingle 
fhot, and left the general in a hazardous fituation, fo 


that his attendants, to extricate him out of it, caught. 


the bridle of his horfe, and gave him a different dire@tion. 
| Three large fhips were ftationed in the North river, 
 oppofite to thofe in the Eaft-river; both of them kept 


up a conftant cannonading with grape fhot and langrage 


quite acrofs the ifland. The Heffians upon their land- 
ing, feized and fecured in a neighbouring building as 
enemies, fome perfons who had been placed there to 
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which for a while fubjected them to a 
*. difficulty. When the Britifh were completely landed, 
they marched on toward the Kingfbridge road.. .The 
Asmerican brigades, that had fled upon the enemy’s ap- 


proaching the lines, topped not till met by col. Glover’s 


‘and the five other brigades, who were haftening down to 
them. Upon the junction, the whole marched forward 
and took poft.on fome heights, when all at once, about 
8009 of the enemy as was thought, hove in fight.on the 
next height and haited. Gen. W afhington at firfl con- 
de nted to his troops marching forward to give them bat- 
; but on a fecond confideration, counter-ordered, as 

he tie not have any dependence on the militia and ~ 
the flying camp, which compofed haif the number then 
RB refent... When the Americans were withdrawn, and no 
pr AL se of aétion remained, the Britith generals: re- 
paired to the houfe of Mr. Robert Murray, a gentleman: 
of the quaker per fuafion. ‘The lady of the houfe being | 
at home, entertained them moft civilly, with what ferved 
for, or. was cakes and- wine. hey were well pleafed 
with the entertainment, and tarried there near upon two 
hours or more; gov. Tryon feafoning the repaft,. at 
times, by joking Mrs. Murray about her American 
friends, for fhe was known to be a fteady advocate for 
the liberties of the country. Meanwhile, the Heflians 
gad, the Britith, except a {trong corps’ which marched 
down the road to take poffeffion of the city, remained 


upon their arms inactive; which gave gen. Pu:nam the 


opportunity of efcaping with about 3500 men, including 


the guards, who had been left to fhift for themfelves, 
when. col. Glover had been ordered away from New. 
i ork, The genera al, in order to , efcape any troops that 
auiah Es | might 
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might be. advancing upon the direct road to the city, 177% 


etook himfelf to that which lies alone fide the North 
river, and marched to the end, where it turns off fhort 
to the right, andJeads on to another and narrower, that 
goes. to. Biooming-dale.. By this laft road, he avoided 
every dangerous approach to the enemy, and retreated 
_ with fafety. But nothing could have been eafier than to 
_ have: prevented *his getting ‘into’ it. A good body of 
troops, with a couple of field pieces, in about twenty 
minutes or lefs,; could have taken fuch a pofition as 
would neceffarily have. cut off Putnam’s retreat. Col. 
Grayfon has repeatedly faid, {peaking humoroufly, 
<< Mrs. Murray faved. the American army.” ‘On the 
day that gen. Howe’s forces landed and the following 
one, they made prifoners: 354 privates and 17 officers * 
Many. think the general.was ereatly miftaken in land- 
ing on the ifland inftead of throwing his army around it 
above Kingfbridge, and thereby hemming in the whole 
body of the Americans atonce. .Such a manceuvre they 
view as having been within the compafs of eafy prac- 
tice, confidering what a naval and military apparatus he 


had at his fervice. 


On the Monday there was a tolerable Gaitsmidh _be- Set 


tween two battalions of light infantry and highlanders, 
and three companies of Heffian riflemen. commanded by 
brigadier Leflic, and detachments. from the American 
army under the com amand of lieut. col. Knolton of Con- 
| necticut, and major Leitch of Virginia, The colonel 
) “received a mortal wound, and. the, major three: balls 
through his body, but is likely to do well. Their par- 
ties behaved with great braver y, and being fupplied with 


* The board of war, 
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1776. frefh troops, beat the enemy fairly from the field. The 


Sept. 


ZYe 


the enemy between 80 and 1co wounded, and 15 or 20° | 
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lofs of the Americans, except in ‘col. Knolton, a moft. | 
valuable and gallant officer, was inconfiderable; that of: | 


killed. This little advantage infpirited: the Americans: | 
prodigioufly. They found it required only refolution and: | 
good officers to make an enemy; they {tood too much. 
in dread of, give way *. -The men will fight: if led on’ 
by good officers, and as certainly run away if command+> 
ed by fcoundrels. Sunday was an inftance of the» laft,>| 
and the next day a confirmation of the firft affertion.: | 
On Sunday, the officers, inftead of heading and leading : | 
the men on to attack the enemy when — Were | 
the firft to {camper off. | , 
A few days after the Britith had nolleffed ee ae of 
New York, a moft terrible fire happened. A thoufand’ 
houfes, near one fourth of the city, were laid in afhes. 
Trinity church, the public charity fchool, the  rector’s | 
houfe,; anda Lutheran chapel were among the build-. 
ings which were confumed. ~The lofs fuftained in houles | 
pe -by the corporation of Trinity church, is thought,» 
upon a moderate computation, to be more than 15,6001. 4 
fterling. — The fire broke out at a dram fhop, clofe in. 
with the waterfide, on Whitehall flip, about one o’clock » 


| 
| 


in the morning. The reports fpread of its breaking | 


out in feveral places at the fame time, were erroneous. - 
Ewery thing was very dry, and a brifk foutherly wind ~ 
blew, ~The flames foon caught the neighbouring houfes, - 
foread, raged with inconceivable violence, and made- 
all the’ fubfequent havock. There were few citizens in 
town ; mane the: fire: engines and “pumps were out Om 


° General Wafhington’s § sector to gen, Gates. | 
eo order. 
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order. "Two regiments went immediately to the place, 1775 
and many boats full of men were fent from the fleet: 

to thefe under’Providence it was owing, that the whole 

_ city was not reduced to afhes. A gentleman * who was 

_ at Bergen (oppofite the fpot where the fire firft broke 
out) Yaw it foon after it began, obferved its progreis, 

| andvis perfuaded that it was not purpofely kindled, but 

| was merely accidental +, and the probable confequence 

of the failors having been fuffered to go on shore the 

| day before to regale and frolic.. The drynefs of the 

l materials, the brifk foutherly wind, and the covering of 
| the houfes, fhingles inftead of flate or tiles, eafily ac- 
| count for its fpreading, without calling in the aid of in- 
| cendiaries. | 

A brigadier writes concerning the animofity in. the 
American army aboye noticed—* It has already rifen 
|| to fuch a height, that the Pennfylvania and New Eng- 
| land troops would as foon fight each other as the ene- 
| my. Officers of all ranks are indifcriminately treated in 
a moft contemptible manner, and whole colonies tra- 
H duced and vilified as cheats, knaves, cowards, poltroons, 
| hypocrites, and every term of reproach, for no other 
| reafon, but becaufe they are fituated eaft of New York. 
| Every honor is paid to the merit of good men from the 
|) fouth; the merit, if fuch be poffible, from the north is 
| “not acknowledged ; but if too apparent to be blafted 
) with falfhood, ‘is’ carefully buried in oblivion. The 
_ cowardice or mifbehaviour of the fouth is carefully co- 
vered over, the leaft mifconduct in the gentlemen of 


* Mr. Griffiths of New York. + The fame was confirmed 
| to me by other gentlemen, while at New York, Auguft 1785. 
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6. 6. the north 1s agri with large comments and aera 


vations.” ete 
. Congrefs have at fetish adopted a new code for the 

government of the army. .It was become abfolutely nes 

ceflary. ‘ No laws can be too fevere for the govern- 

ment of men who live by the fword, and who have this 
only reply for their ravages——guis negat. arma tenenti ?* 

This was the language of a gentleman, whofe con= 
eer in the army gave him the beft opportunity of 
procuring certain information ; and who faid further-t0 
a member of congrefs— Abfolute, tyranny is effential 
to the government of an army, and every. man who: | 
carries arms, from the general officer to the private. 
fentinel, muft be content to be a temporary flave, if, 
ke would fervé his country as a foldier. Almoft every 

yillainy and rafcality that'can difgrace the man,. the fol= 

dier or the citizen, is daily practifled without | meeting: 
the punifhment they merit. So many. of. our. officers! 
want honor, and fo many of our foldiers want. virtue, 

civil, focial, and military, that nothing but. the fevereft 
punifhments will keep both from practices which muft - 


guin us, The infamous and cruel ravages, which have 


been made on the wretched diftreffed inhabitants of this. 


unfortunate ifland (New York) by many of our foldiers, ’ 


muft difgrace and expofe. our army to deteftation. Le 
have heard fome tales of woe, occafioned by the rob=_ 
beries of our army, which would extort fighs from the 


_ hearts of tygers. Our men are at prefent aly, robbers 5 


that they will. foon be rourderers unlefs fome are hang- 


ed, I have little doubt.” The difficulty which the army | 


as been under, fréni the want of almoft ‘every necel 
fary, tents, camp- -Kettles, ‘blankets and clothes of every’ 
kind, 


‘ 
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Deed may have contributed toward the caufe of thefe 177% 
complaints. -Unlefs the men can get fupplied in a re- 
gular. ways they will be inclined, notwithftanding the 
moft»pofitive general orders to the contrary, to’ help 
themfelves, however irregularly ; and when once they 
begin to trefpafs from neceffity, they are tempted to 
proceed for convenience or pleafure. 

NN early at the fame time, an officer high in r sak and Sep 
Backs efteemed, communicated his thoughts in thete 


words :—“* We are now upon the eve of another diffo- 


lution of the army. Unlefs fome {peedy and effectual 
meafures are adopted by congrefs, our caufe will be loft. 
The few who aét upon principles of difintereftednets 
are, comparatively fpeaking, no more than a drop ia 
the ocean. As the war muft be carried on fyftemati- 
cally, you muft eftablith your army upon a permanent 
footing, and give your officers good pay, that they may 
be, and fupport the character of gentlemen, and not be 
driven, by a fcanty allowance, to the low and dirty arts, 
which» many of them pratife, to filch the public of 
more than the difference of pay would amount to. ‘The 
men mutt be engaged by a good bounty for the conti- 
nuance of the war. To depend upon militia is affuredly 


-refting on a broken ftaff. They cannot brook fubor- 


dination. It would be cheaper to keep fifty or a hun- 
dred thoufand in conftant pay, than depend upon half 
the number, and fupply the other half occafionally by 
militia. .If:1_ was to declare upon oath, whether the 


| militia have been moft ferviceable or hurtful upon the 


whole; I fhould fubfcribe to the latter. -No man, who 
regards order, regularity and ceconomy,. or who has 
any regard sfor his own honor, character or peace of 
| mind, 
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177% mind, will rifk them upon militia”? While-the Ame- 
rican caufe is thus expofed, fome gentlemen obferve with 
Sept. pleafure of the enemy, that—‘ Though they are brave 
*3* and furnifhed with all matters, yet feu fome caufes | 
they difcover very gous of the great or vaft in their i 

- figns and executions.” | snag 
It is not ftrange, that there is a number of ‘Gad officers | 

in the continental fervice, when you confider that many 
were chofen by their own men, who eleéted them, not | 
from a regard to merit or any love of difciphne, but 
from the knowledge they had of their bemg ready to 
affociate with them on the foot of equality. It was the 
cafe in divers inftances, that, when a company was form-_ 
ing, the men would choofe thofe for officers who con- 
fented to throw their pay into a joint ftock with the pri- 
‘vates, from which, captains, heutenants, enfigns, fer- 
geants, corporals, with drummers and privates, drew 
equal fhares. Can it then be wondered at, however 
mortifying ic may prove, that'a captain fhould be tried 

and broken for ftealing his foldiers blankets, or that 
another officer fhould be found fhaving his men 1n the ~ 
see of share Sian characters | Pime di and, ae | 
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Too many of the 4 Fecaeneisel Futebol have sniadeal 
practice of felling recommendations to furloughs and 
difcharges at a lefs fum than a fhilling a°man. | Only 
one of the number fuppofed to merit the fame diftinc- 
tion, was drummed out of the army, for fuch a fean- 
dalous conduct. Had all who deferved it, met the like 
reward, a good reform would have been’ made: that 
one is too pitiful a fubject, to have his name recorded. 
He ‘cha reed each man fixpence fterling, and. any one 
was 


was welcome ‘tova certificate for that fum. 
the regimental..furgeons had no profeffional abilities ; 
had never feen an operation of furgery ; were unlettered | 
and ignorant to a degree fcarcely to be imagined. Others 
‘were amazingly deficient in the article of profeffional ap- 
| paratus. From one general return of fifteen regiments, 
| it-appeared that for fifteen furgeons and as many mates, 
| all. the inftruments (which were reported to be private 
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property). amounted only to fix fets of amputating— 
two of trepanning—fifteen cafes of pocket inftruments 


---feventy-five crooked, and fix ftraight needles—four 


incifion knives for dilating wounds, or other purpofes— 
and three pair of forceps. on extracting bullets. 
Since the evacuation of New York, the fick have fuf- 


| fered very much for want of neceflaries, and have been 
ina miferable fituation; but it appears to have been 


owing greatly to untoward circumftances, hurry, confu- 


| fates, before they joimed the army. 


fion, and an actual want of the requifites for affording 


| relief. The fick have amounted to many thoufands, 
| including what have been at different places; and many 


hundreds, if not fome thoufands, have been fwept off 


by various difeafes. Much cenfure has been caft upon 


| Dr. Morgan, dire€tor general of the hofpital, for the 


lufferings which the fick have endured, more than is 


| due, as apprehended. The army ought to have been 
| early provided with medicines, inftruments,!and ban- 


cages, by a. continental druggift, or chofen committee, 
Lefore the campaign began, “inflead of having them te 


procure afterward: and the militia which came late to 


the field, fhould have been provided by. the different 


8 
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1776. An unfuccefsful attempt was made on the Britifh outs | 
poft on Montrefor Ifland. A large party of Americans, | 
in five flat-bottomed boats, under the command of col. | 
Jackfon, went down Haerlem river to attack it, a little 
after four in the morning. They had two pieces of 
cannon with them: the poft was guarded by about eighty 
men. The Brune frigate being at anchor near the ifland, 
fred at the boats in the dark, and funk one of them, | 

-'The colonel landed, and a fkirmith enfued; but feveral 
of the officers and men behaved moft fcandaloufly; in in- 
{tead of fupporting him they pufhed off, fo that he was 
obliged to retreat. He was himfelf wounded, and left 

wo and twenty wounded behind. Major Thomas Hen- 
ley, brother to the deputy adjutant general, an intrepid’ 
officer, was killed. ro 
General Howe had at length ripened his plan for cute 
ting off gen. Wa/bingten’s communication with the eaftern 
ftates, and enclofing him on all fides in his faftneffes on 
the north end. of New York .Ifland; which ought to 

a . have, been executed a month back, by a bold and un-. 

a expeGed removal of the troops from Long Ifland 1 in the 
firft inftance, to Rochelle or the neighbourhood. ‘= 

The greater part of the army, being enna in 
flat boats and other fall craft, railed through Hell- 
gate, a.paflage terrible in name, but no ways dangerous 

oa. # the proper time of tide; entered the Sound, cand. 
rz. landed early in the. morning on Frog’s Neck, in Wek 
| Chefter county, belonging to New York, upon the fide. 
of Connecticut. Gen. W afhington’ s army, fit for duty, 
prefent and on command at different pofts, militia’ in- 
cluded, was about 19,009. Officers and men were in 
expectation of active fervice. The former were out 
fre- 


Pie 
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frequently in reconnoitring. parties; the latter were 177% 
looking out for the arrival of gen. Lee, on his way to . ey 
the camp. The “Americans had no intention of quit 4 ‘ 
ting their ground upon the ifland and the neighbour- i ii 
hood of Kingfbridge ; but a number of regiments were i 

| fent forward to counteraét the operations of the enemy. 
When the royal army was landed, the generals found i 
they could not get upon the continent, by reafon of the Ha 
_caufeway’s being broken down, and of works being 
erected to oppofe them. Six days were {pent here to. aan 
little purpofe, while a dozen other places were open, 
| where the troops: might have landed with fearce any or Ald 
ho oppofition, or difficulty attending them. On the ta af 
Jat of thefe days the fecond divifion of foreign merce-_ | ie 
naries arrived at New York. The fleet confifted of — bie at 
feventy-two: fail, having on board 4000 Heffians, tooo ial 
Waldeckers, two companies of chaffeurs or riflemen, 
200 Englifh recruits, and 2000 baggage horfes. The 
jhorfe-tranfports were heavy failing Dutchmen. They 
Weft St. Helen’s the 28th of June, were o obliged to put 
into Plymouth the 7th of July, and failed from thence 
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the rgth. 
General Lee arr: ived in the American Camp two days {4 
after gen. Elowe’s landing. The troops were mightily 
Jelated with his prefence, Pvt felt themnfelves ftronger by 
j1coo men upon the occafion; for they had great confi- 
‘ence in his abilities, and expected much from him, 
pecaufe of the fuccefs which had attended him at Charlef. — | 
crown. ‘The general found that there was a prevailing ie 
‘Inclination among the chief officers for remaining on the 
}Mand. Ele tronety urged the abfolute neceffity of re- 
Ynoving toward .Faft and Wett Chefter. Gen. Wath- 
iH Vor. II, Zi im a " ingten 


338 


EER. ington called a council of war. Lee afked what they 


ROC 
20. 


18, 


“tion, while the enemy had the command of the water on 
each fide of them, and were {o ftrong both in their front 
‘and rear ; and when there was a bridge before them, 
over which they mutt pafs to efcape being wholly en- 


“The latter had left earl Percy, with two brigades of Britith 
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‘meant by entertaining a thought of holding their poli 


clofed. He foon convinced them, how much they hadi 
been miftaken. All agreed that the bulk of the army 
fhould quit the ifland. He was alfo for withcrwiaaa 
the garrifon from Fort Wafhington. Gen. Greene was 
Ader rile minded, and argued, that the poffeffing of 
that poft would divert a large body of the enemy, and 
keep them from joining the troops under gen. Howe. | 


} 
| 


troops, and one of Heffian, about 5000 men, in lines 
near Haerlem, to cover New York from the infults of 
the garrifon. Greene further urged the advantage it | 
would be of in covering, with Fort Lee, the tranfpor-_ | 
‘tation of provifion and other articles up the North River : | 
for the fervice of the American troops. He ftated alfo: A | 
that the garrifon could be brought off at any time by i] 
boats from the Jerfey fide of the river. It was concluded — 
that the poffeffion of Fort Wafhington, and the lines 
annexed to it, fhould be continued; and more than 
2000 men were affigned to this fervice. i 
General Howe, on the other hand, while at Frog’s 
Neck, received provifions, ftores, and a reinforcement; 
then reimbarked feverdl corps, pafled round Frog’s 
Neck, landed at the mouth of Hutchinfon’s river, and 
fecured a paflage for the main body; which croffed at 
the fame place, advanced immediately, and lay that 
hight upon their arms with their right near Rochelle: 
ie On 


~ 


| 
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a regiment or two of Americans, and one of the rifle 
battalions, whom gen. Lee pofted behind a wall and fe. 
creted for that purpofe. Their advanced party was re- 
pulfed twice; and the Americans did not leave the wall, 
till the enemy advanced a third time, in folid columns, 
when they gave them feveral fires, and then retreated 
by gen. Lee’s order. The Britith are thought to have 
loft a confiderable number. The Americans had a few 


_ killed’and about 60 wounded. On the a1ft the right 
_and centre of the army moved two miles to the north- 
_ ward of Rochelle, on the road to the White Plains. 
Lieut. col. Rogers, with his corps of rangers, was de- 


| the removal of the fick, the cannon, ftores, &c. 


| 


i llery were carried or drawn off by hand, 


tached to poffefs Marrineck, where the carelefinefs of 


his fentries expofed him to a fur prife, by which he fuf- 
B fered. Gen Howe was joined by gen. Knyphaufen, 
with the fecond divifion of Heffians, and the regiment 


| of Waldeckers. 


General Wafhington, while moving the army from 


York Tfland into the country, was careful to march and 


form the troops, fo as to make a front toward the ene- 


) my, from Fatt Chefter almoft to White Plains, on the 


-eatt fide of the highway, t thereby to fecure the march 
of thofe who were behind on their right, and to defend 


Thus 
they made a line of fmall, detached, and intrenched 


camps, occupying every height and ftrong ground, from 
 Valentine’s-hill, about a mile from Narertcssaise en the 
| right, to near the White Plains on the left. 
| movement was attended with much difficulty, for want 


But the 


of waggons and artillery horfes. The bage gage and ar. 
When. a 


ZL part 


On their march to this ground, they were annoyed by 177% 


“226 
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+776. part was forwarded, the other was fetched on. This 


Ok. 
25. 


was the general way of removing the camp equipage 


and other appendages of the army. The few teams 


“which were at hand, were no wife equal to the fervice ;— 


dnd their deficiency could be made up only by the bo- 
dily labor.of the men. as 

The royal army moves in two columns, and takes a 
pofition with the Brumx in front; upon which the Ame-. 
ricans quit their detached camps, and leaving a corps near 
Kingfbridge, affemble their main force at White Plains, 
behind intrenchments thrown up by the advanced corps. — 
Every thing being prepared for bringing on an action, © 
een. Howe marches the troops early in the morning in — 
two columns toward the White Plains, the left being 
commanded: by gen. Heifter. All gen. Wafhington’s 
advanced parties being drove back to their works before — 
noon, the army forms with the right upon the road toMar- 
rineck, about a mile diftant from the American centre, — 
and the left to the Brunx, about the fame diftance from | 
the right flank of their intrenchments. Gen. M‘Dougall, 
with about 1600 men, poffefles an advantageous hill ; 
feparated from the right flank of the intrenchments 
by the Brunx, which by is windings covers the gene- 
ral’s troops from the left of the royal forces. Gen. 
Leflie, with the fecond. brigade of Britifh troops, the 
Heffian grenadiers under ‘col. Donop, and a battalion 
of the Heffian corps, are ordered to diflodge him. Pre- 


- sous to their attack, col. Rall, commanding a brigade 


of the Heffians on the left, paffes the Brunx; and gains 
‘a poft‘which enables him to annoy the flank of MDou- 


. pall’s corps, while engaged with the other. forces in 


front. .-Fout.regiments of militia; upon the approach 
ting 9 : Ss of 


we 


with the three pounder, 
twenty-four pounder till the laft. They are put into 
great confufion ; however, they afcend the hill with the 
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of about 250 light horfe, run away, and leave the ge- 
neral with 600 men; who defend the hill for about an 
hour, againft the whole fire of twelve pieces of artil- 
lery, and of the mufketry and cavalry, with the lofs of 
forty-feven men killed and feventy wounded * The 
gaining of this poft takes up fome confiderable time, 
which is prolonged by.the Americans fipporting a broken 


and fcattered engagement in defence of the adjoining 


walls and enclofures. In the evening, the Heffian gre, 


nadiers are ordered forward within cannon fhot of the 
_intrenchments, the fecond brigade of the Britifh forms 
| in their rear, and the two Heffian brigades in the left of 


the fecond. The right and centre do not quit the ground 
on which they have formed, In this pofition the whole 


royal army lie upon their arms during the night, ex- 


peéting to attack the enemy’s camp the next day, The 
nextoday they advance to a hill, on which col. Glover 


| commands, and where he has one brafs twenty-four, a 
fix, and a three pounder,. and three iron twelve pounders, 
| They form. a line as far as he’can fee from right to left, 


and appear to be about 12,000. They approach in four 
columns, the cavalry and artillery in front, and continue 


doing it till within about three quarters of a mile of the 


| hill, then file off to the left to take polt on a hill to the 


colonel’s right, which overlooks that he is pofted on. 
They have to pafs a valley, He referves his fre till 


they get into it, in order to afcend the hill; he begins 


next the fix, referving the brats 


+ Colonel Glover’s letter, dated North Caftle, Nov. 14, 17705 
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1476. light horfe, and6ne piece of artillery, a three ‘pia: 


fire it four times, and retreat. | 
General Howe, obferving that gen. Wathinatonté 


lines were muc¢h ftrengthened by additional works, de- 


ferred all further attack till the arrival of more troops 
from thofe which had been left with lord Percy, to watch 
the garrifon of Fort Wafhington. Fie had declined - 
bringing ona general action, the preceding day, upon 
obferving that?) Wafhington had formed a fecond 
line *; but ‘the’ American difcipline was fo defective, 
that had the former attacked, the fuperior difcipline of . 


‘his troops would’ moft probably have obliged the ‘fir 


Tine to have given way, which by falling back upon the 
fecond, might have occafioned a total defeat. A ge- 
neral engagement was expected by the Americans ; and. 
the foldiers were very defirous of coming to blows with — 
the enemy, and wifhed much to: engage. During the | 
engagement with gen. Leflie’s corps, the American bag- | 
gage was moving off in full fight of the enemy. The — 
then’ pofition of the continental army, gen. Lee con- 
‘dermned as the moft execrable. He was of opinion, that 
had the enemy attacked the centre, and brought on a 
general engagement, the Americans muft have met with - 
‘a total defeat, or have loft all their baggage, though 
they had now organized themfelves, and had procured 
ox-teams and further conveniencies. On the other hand 


gen. Wafhingten did not reinforce: and fupport the right | 


wing, for he meant that the enemy fhould attack the. 


¥ Colonel Healey told me in the evening of Feb. 26, Bae ae 
gen, Lee, when a prifoner, afked gen, Howe, why he did not bring” 
on a general engagement, and received for aafwer the reafon above- 
mentioned. j 


centres, 
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centre. The lofs of the corps under gen. Leflie muft r76 


have fuffered very confiderably, for from an authentic 
return of his own brigade, fince found on the ground, 
it appears that the killed of it were a lieutenant colonel, 2 
captains, a lieutenant, an enfign, afergeant, and 22 privates; 
and that the wounded were 2 captains, 3 lieutenants, 12 {er- 
geants, and 109 privates*. ‘The Britifh made only 30 pri- 
vates, and 4 officers and ftaff, prifoners at White Plains 7. 
But the Americans conjectured at firft, that they had fuffer- 
edamuch greater lofs, not lefs than 4001n killed, wounded. 
and. miffing. They were foon convinced of. their mif- 
take. A number of the militia who ran off at the fieht 


of the light horfe in the beginning, and were miffing — 


for a while, were found afterward. The killed and 
wounded however, were probably more than.given above, 
owing to. the {cattered engagements, diftinét from that 
upon the hill. In the feveral fkirmilhes which have hap- 
pened fince the junction of Knyphaufen, the Americans 
have taken a number of prifoners, Heffians, Waldeckers 
and a few Britifh. The Germans were, much afraid of. 
being murdered as foon as they were caught, and were 
very agreeably difappointed on meeting with civility and 
kindnefs. 

- General Howe, having been joined by the treops 
from lord Percy, made difpofitions for attacking the 
American lines early on the lattof October; but an ex-; 
treme wet night and morning prevented the execution 
at the time appointed, and it was not attempted after- 
ward though the day proved fair. Gen. Wafhington. 
gained intelligence of his danger; by a deferter ; drew, 


off moft of his troops at night; totally evacuated his Noy, 


camp early in the morning of November the firft; and 
_ * Colonel Glover’s letter. + Board of war. 
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1775- took higher ground toward the North Caftle diftrid, 


Nov. 


ge 


leaving a ftrong rear guard, on the heights and in the 
woods of White Plains. An order: was given by ‘the 
Britifh commander to attack this corps; but the exes 
cution of it was prevented by a violent rain. Col. Auf 
tin of the Maffachufetts, who commanded the guards 
and fentries, being heated with liquor, burnt the town 
on White Plains, unneceflarily and without any orders. ‘ 
The Britifh general, perceiving that Wafhington’ — 
meant to avoid an engagement, and that the nature of 
the country would not admit of his being forced, made’ | 
a. fudden and unexpected removal from the feveral potts 
he had taken in the front of the Americans, and ad- 
vanced toward Kingfbridge and the North River. Gen, 
Knyphaufen had been fent off before, and encamped on — 
the od near the bridge on New York Ifland, the Ame- 
ricans who were in the neighbouring heights having quit~ 
ted the fame, and retired to F ort W afhington. . oe 
An acceptable break here offers for amufing you with 
an anecdote or two. Gen. Lee, while at White Plains,’ | 
lodged in a {mali houfe clofe in with the road, by which’ 
gen. Wafhington had to pafs when out on reconnoitring.* 
Returning with his officers. they called in and° took’'a” 
dinner. They were no fooner gone, than Lee told his? 
aids, “ You mutt look me out another place, for I fhall: 
have Wafthington and all his pur ppies wii Side ly calling? 
upon me, and they will eat me up.” The next “day® 
Lee feeing Wathington out upon the lke bufinefs, and 
fuppofing that he fhould have another vifit, ordered his_ 
fervant to write with chalk upon the door—WNo viduals 
dreffed bere to-day. W hen the company approached 
and faw the writing, they puthed off with much good. 


humor 


| _ pounds. 
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humor for their own table, without refenting the ‘habi- 
tual oddity of the man. 

It happened, that a garden of a widow woman, which 
lay between the two camps, was robbed at night. Her 
fon, a ‘mere boy and little of his’ age, afked leave’ for 
finding out and fecuring the pilferer, in cafe he’ fhould 
return ; which being granted, he concealed himfvif with 
a gun among the weeds, A Britifh grenadier, a ftrap+ 
ping highlander, came and filled his large bag; when 
he had it on his fhoulder, the boy left his covert, ‘canie 
foftly behind him, cocked his gun, and called out to 
the fellow, You are my prifoner; if you attempt to 
throw your bag down I will fhoot you dead: go forward 
in that road.” The boy xept clofe to him, threatened, 
and’ was alway prepared to execute his threatening, 


Thus the boy-drove him into the American camp, 


where he was fecured.. When‘the grenadier was at li- 
berty to throw down his bag, and faw who had made 


_ kim prifoner, he was moft horridly mortified, and ex 


claimed—“ A’ Britifh grenadier made prifoner by fach 
a d——d brat—by fuch a d—-—d brat.” The Ame- 


rican officers were highly entertained with the adven— 


ture; made a colleCtion for the boy, and gave him fome 
He returned fully fatisfied with the loffés his 


mother had fuftained. The foldier had fide arms, but 


| they were of no ale, as he could not get rid of his 
y bag-*. | oni $5 
_ General Wafhington wrote to gen. Greene at Fort 
Lee, “ Sir, the late paffage of the three veffels up the 


| * Mr. Vanbrugh Livingfton of New York told me, he had this 
| from major Rofs of Lancafter in Pennfylvania, who faw the foldier | 
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1776 North River (which we have juft received advice of } 


is fo plain a proof of the inefficacy of all the obitruc- 
tions we have thrown into it, that I cannot but think - 
it will fully juftify a change in the difpofition which has 
been made. If we cannot prevent veflels paffing up, 
and the enemy are poffefied of the furrounding country, 
what valuable purpofe can it anfwer, to attempt to hold 
a poft from which the expected benefit cannot be had ? 
I am therefore inclined to think it will not be prudent 4 
to hazard the men and ftores at Mount Wathington ; | 
but as you are on the fpot, leave it to you to give fuch . 

orders as to evacuating Mount Wafhington, as you judge 
beft, and fo far revoking the order given to col, Magaw 

to defend it to the laft. The beft accounts from the 

enemy affure us of a confiderable movement among — 
their boats the laft evening ; and fo far as can be ‘col- 

leéted from the various fources of intelligence, they muft 

defign a penetration into Jerfey, and fall down upon { 
your poft. . You will therefore immediately have all the 
ftores, &cc. removed, (from your poft) which you do not — 
deem neceffary for your defence; and as the enemy 

have drawn great relief, from the forage and provifion, ~ 


they have found in the country, and which our tender- 
nefs fpared, you will do well to prevent their receiving, 
any frefh iupplies there, by deftroying it, if the inha- 
bitants will not drive off their ftock, and remove the | 
hay, grain, &cc. in time. Experience has fhown, that a 
contrary conduct is not of the leaft advantage to the 
poor inhabitants, from whom all their effects of every 
kind are taken without diftinétion, and without the leaft 
fatisfa@tiom. Troops are filing off from hence as faft as_ 
| our 
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our circumftances and fituation will admit, in order to 1776= 


be tranfported over the river with all expedition.” 

The next day, gen. Greene anfwered. “ Sir,—-Upon 
the whole I cannot help thinking the-garrifon (at Fort 
Wafhington) is of advantage; and I-cannot conceive 
it to be in any great danger; the men can be brought 
off at any time; but the ftores may not be fo eafily re- 
moved; yet I think they can be got off in fpite of the 
enemy; if matters grow defperate. ‘This-poft is of no 
importance only in conjunction with Mount Wafhing- 
ton. _ I was over there the laft evening, and the enemy 
feem to be difpofing matters to befiege the place; but 
col. Magaw thinks it will take them till December ex. 
pires before they can carry it. If the enemy do not find 
it-an object of importance, they will not trouble them- 
felves about it: if they do, it is a full. proof they feel 
an injury from our poffefling it. Our giving it up will 
open a free communication with the country by the way 
of Kingfbridge; that muft be a great advantage to them 
and. injury to us.” 


Within a few days, gen. Wafhington crofied the North Nov. 
River with part of his army, and ftationed himfelf in the 


neighbourhood of Fort Lee. The troops left at North 
Caftle under gen. Lee, were 7500 ftrong, including the 
3000 militia of gen. Lincoln’s divifion (whofe time of fer- 
vice ended on the 17th) and 1700.0f gen. Fellows’s. bri- 
gade (whofe fervice ended on the rftof Dec.) As the dif 


folution:of the army-was approaching apace with the end 


of the year, gen. Wafhington applied to the Maflachu- 
fetts for 4000 new' militia. Gen. Lee addreffed the old 
under Lincoln, and conjured the officers and foldiers, 

as they regarded the facred caule in, which they were 
; engaged, 
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1776 enoaged, to continue in their prefent’ pofts a few days 
_ longer, till Thurfday at the moft, affuring them it 


was of the Jaft importance.. But they were not to be 
prevailed upon, though their own commana net curged-a 
compliance to the utmoft of his power. . All except 


- gen. Lincoln, and about 150 privates, went off the next 


+ 


Wor. 


i6. 


day. Meanwhile the royal army approached Fort Wafh- _ 
jugren, and on the 15th gen, Howe fummoned the com- 
manding officer to furrender, who anfwered, that he 
would defend himfelf to the laft extremity. Gen, Wafh- 


ington receiving an account of the fummons at Hack- | 


infack, immediately repaired to Fort Lee, and had partly _ 
croffed the North River, when he met gens..Putnam ~ 
and Greene, who were juft returning from thence, and 
informed him, that the troops were in high fpirits, and 
would make-a good defence; it being late: at night, he 
returned. Now was the moment for withdrawing ‘the 
garrifon, and one would think, that as the attack was 
fixed for the next day, gen. Howe defigned by the fum- 
mons, that it fhould be blige off the approaching night, 
and wifhed by that mean to fave the men that he would 
otherwife‘lofe. But defence had been concluded upon- 

The royal army therefore make four attacksupon the — 
fort the next morning, While they are adyancing, gens, 
Wafhineton, Putnam and Greene, and col. Knox, with 
their aids, having croffled the’ river, are making up to. 
it. Someone or other perceiving the danger of chal 
being foon fhut in, urges their returning inflantly, The . 
commander in chief is hardly perfuaded, and complies 
with reluctance; but the company infift upon it, and 
prevail. The firft attack, on the north fide,» ig €on- 
dugted by gen. Knyphautfen, at the head of two'columns 
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of Heffians and Waldeckers. The fecond, on the eaft 1776. 


fide, is led on by gen. Matthew, at the head of the firft 
and. fecond battalions of light infantry, and two battali- 
ons of guards, fupported by lord Cornwallis with a body 
of grenadiers and the thirty-third regiment. .. Thefe 
forces advance by the Eaft river, and land out of flat 
boats by Haerlem creek upon the er-my’s right. The 
third. attack, intended chiefly as a feint, is conducted by 
lieut. col. Sterling with the forty-fecond regiment. The 
laft attack is made by lord Percy with the corps he 
commands on the fouth of the ifland. All the attacks 
are fupported with a numerous, powerful, and well-ferved 


~ artillery. 


The Heffians under gen. Knyphaujen, hasnad thick 
wood to pafs, where col. Rawlings’s regiment of rifle- 
men are pofted: a warm engagement commences, and 
is continued for a confiderable time, in which the former 
are much expofed, and lofe in killed and wounded near 
upon 800 men by that fingle regiment. Mean while the 
light infantry land; and are expofed, as before land- 
ing, to a very brifk and continual fire from the enemy, 
who are covered by the rocks and trees among which 
they are pofted. ‘The former however, extricate them- 
felves by clambering up a very fteep and rough moun- 
tain, when they foon difperfe the enemy, and make way 
for the landing of the reft of the troops without oppo- 
fition. Lord Percy having carried an advanced work 


} on his fide, col. ‘Sterling is ordered) to attempt a land- 


ing with the forty-fecond regiment,. upon the left of the 
ene oi lines toward New York ; and two battalions: of 
the 


advances. ‘his: boats through a heavy fire; and forcing 
his 


ond brigade are directed to fupport him. He. 
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‘his way up a fteep height, gains the fummit and takes 
170 -prifoners, and’ then penetrates acrofs the ifland. 
The detachment from the flying camp of the Americans; 
having given way and quitted their ftation, ‘without 
making a firm ftand, col. Magaw leaves the lines, and 
throws himfelf into the fort, left the royal army fhould 
get poffeffion of it before him. Col. Rall, who leads 
the right column of gen. Knyphaufen’s attack, having 
forced the enemy in the mean time, pufhes forward to 
their advanced works, and lodges his column within a 
hundred yards of the fort. This done, he fummons 
them to furrender: and upon gen. Knyphaufen’s appear- 
ing, it is agreed, that the troops be confidered as pri- 
foners of war, and that the officers hall keep their 
bageage and fide arms. 

The number of prifoners, including officers, anngusies 
to 2700, befide thofe taken by the forty-fecond regi- 
ment. Gen. Greene wifhed to have been intrufted with 
the defence of the fort on the day of attack, as did fome 
other generals. Ee blames col. Magaw for-fuffering the 
troops to crowd into the fort, upon their quitting ‘the 
lines, inftead of ordering them to the brow of the hill 
facing the north, where the Heffians attacked; and is _ 
of opinion, that if they had been placed there, the royal 
army might have been kept off till night, when the — 
troops might have’ been removed. But the capital 
miftake was, their not having been penOvce the re 
ceding ‘nishte 9 5" 3 

While the attack was carrying on, a capt. Gooch 
boldly ventured to crofs over from Fort Lee with a letter 
' from gen. Wathineton to col. Magaw, acquainting ‘him, 
| that if he could: hold out till night, the garrifon eit 
be 
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be taken off. He delivered the letter, pufhed through 1776+ 


the fire of the enemy, preferring that danger to being 
made a prifoner, and efcaped unhurt. Gen. Wathing- 
ton could view feveral parts of the attack; and when he 
faw his men bayonnetted, and in that way killed while 
begging quarter, he cried with the tendernefs of a child, 
and exclaimed at the barbarity that was practifed. His 
heart has not been yet fteeled by plunging into acts of 


cruelty. When gen. Lee read the letter fent by exprefs,. 


giving an account of Fort Wafhineton’s being taken, 
refentment and vexation led him, unfeeling as he was in 
common, to weep plentifully. He wrote on the rgth 
to the commander in chief, “ Oh! general, why would 
you be over-perfuaded by men of inferior judgment to 
your own? It was a curfed affair.’ He had exclaimed 
before, upon hearing that the defence of it was to be 
rifked, “ ‘Then we are undone.” 

From the moment it was apparent, that the Britifh 
fhips could fafely pafs up and down the North river, in 
defiance of all the obftructions thrown in the channel, 
and of the forts Wafhington and Lee, the American 
commander concluded that thefe were no longer eligi- 
ble, and that Fort Wafhington ought to be evacuated 
while it could be done; which occafioned his letter of 
the 8th. When he came to Fort Lee, foon after croffing 
the North river, he found no meafures had been taken 
toward fuch evacuation, in confequence of that letter. 


_ Gen. Greene, of whofe judgment he entertained a good’ 


opinion, decidedly oppofed it; other opinions coincided 
with Greene’s; it was thought politic to wafte the cam- 


paign without coming to a general action on the one 


hand, and without fuffering the enemy to overrun thé 
| 2 country 
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1776. country on the other ; every impediment, which flood 


in their way, was judged a mean to anfwer thefe pur- 
pofes, and when thrown into the fcale with thofe opinions — 
which were oppofed to evacuation, caufed that warfare 
in the mind of the commander in chief, and that hefita-_ 
tion, which have ended in the lofs of the garrifon. The 
advifability of attempting to hold the poft rae repug- 
nant to his own judgment, ‘the event which has hap- 
pened fills him with the greater regret. But he will ex~ 
hibit an inftance of generofity and magnanimity, by | 
fubmitting filently to all the cenfure that may be catt 
upon him, fooner than injure the characters of thofe 
whofe advice has enfnared him. / 3 
It is imagined on good grounds, that the royal army 
loft in the attack full:1200 men, in killed and wounded. 
The next object that engaged their attention was Fort 
Lee, fituated upon a neck of land about ten miles long, 
running up the North river on the one fide, and on die 
other bounded by the Hackinfack, and the Englifh . 
neighbourhood a branch of it, neither of which are ford- 


able va the fort. Phe neck joins the main land alimoles 


oppofite to the communication between the North and 


Nov. 


« bourhood: 


Faft rivers at Kingfbridge. On the 28th, in the morn- 
ing, lord Cornwallis, by means of boats which entered 
the North river through this communication, landed near 

Clofter, orl is mile and a half from the Englith neigh- 

Tis force confifted of the firft.and fecond 
battalions OL hee infantry, two companies of Cl raffeurs, 
two battalions of Britith, and two ditto of Heffian gre- 
nadiers, two battalions of guards, and the thirty-third and 5 
forty-fecond regiments. The, account of this move- 
ment was brought to gen, Greene while in bed. With- 


out 


i 
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out waiting for gen. Wafhington’s orders, he directed 1775 
the troops to march immediately, and fecure their re= 


treat by poffelling themfelves of the Enelith neighbour- 
hood; he fent off at the farne time, information to gen. 
Wafbington at Wackinfack town. Having gained the 
ground and drawn up the troops in face of the eiemy, 


he left them under the command of gen. Wathington 
and returned to pick up the ftragelers and others; whom: 
to the amount of about 300, he conveyed over the 


Hackinfack toa place of fafety. By this decided move- 


ment of gen. Greene’s, 3000 Americans efcaped; the 
capture of whom, at this period, muft have proved 


ruinous. Lord Cornwallis’s intent was:evidently to form 
a line acrofs from the place of landing to Mackinfack 
bridge, and thereby to hem in the whole garrifon be- 


} tween the North and Hackinfack rivers: but gen. Greene 


) was too alert for him. His lordfhip had but a miie 


oe 


and a half to march, whereas it was four miles from Fort: 
| Lee to the road, approaching the head. of the Englith. 
neighbourhood, where ‘the other amufed his lordfhip,: 


til gen. Wafhingeton arrived, and by a well-concerted 


retreat, fecured the bridge over the Hackinfack. But 


though the men were faved, fome hundred barrels ef 
flour, moft of the cannon, and a confiderable part ef 


| their tents and baggage, were taken; befide the pifling 
| number of ninety-nine privates, and fix officers and ftaff, 
General Waghington retreated to Newark, where his . 
| whole force confifted of no more than 3500 men. He 

| confidered the caufe as in the ereateft danger; and faid 


to col. Reed, “ Should we retreat to the back parts of 


| Pennfylvania, will the Pennfylvanians fupport us?” The: 
colonel anfwered, “ If the lower counties are fubdued, 
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"4996, and give up, the back counties will do the fame.” alae 


from being haraffed. Lord Cornwallis, having: orders : 
- not to advance beyond Brunfwick, difcontinued his. pur- 
fait: but fent an exprefs to gen. Howe at New York, 


‘entirely difperfe the army under gen. Wafhington, and 
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general paffed his hand over his throat, and faid, “‘ My 
neck does not feel as though it was made for a halter. _ 
We mutt retire to Augufta county in. Virginia. Num- , 
bers will be obliged to. repair to us for fafety; and we 
mutt try what we can do in carrying on a predatory war: 
and if overpowered, we mutt crofs the Alleghaney — 
mountains.” . The general, after tarrying near a week 
without. being molefted, obtained information of lord | 
Cornwallis’s being in purfuit of him; he therefore marched | 


. for Brunfwick, leaving Newark the very morning that 


his lordfhip entered it. As his lordfhip’s van advanced i) 
to Brunfwick, by a forced march on the firft of Decem- 

ber; gen. Wafhington retreated to Princeton, having 
firft delayed its paffing the Rariton by breaking down 
x part of Brunfwick bridge, and fo fecured his. troops i 


acquainting him, that by continuing it brifkly he could _ 


feize his heavy baggage and artillery, before he-could : 


i\ 


pafs the Delaware.  Gen.. Howe returned for. anfwer, 


-¢hat he would be with him in perfon immediately *; _ 


BS 


Jonger ; 
snarch as much as, pofible, or your arrival may be too 


but did not join him till the fixth. Gen. Wafhington 
hoped to have made a ftand at Brunfwick, but was dif- 
appointed’in his expectation of the militia: on.the day . 


the quitteds it, the fervice of the Jerfey and Maryland — 


brigades expired, and neither of them would ftay.an hour 
he wrote therefore to gen. Lee, .“ haften your 


2% Loyalift’s letter, Nov. toy 17.77« 
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late.”. On the 7th, lord Cornwallis’s corps marched to 1776. 
Princeton, which the Americans quitted the fame day. 
The next day the corps marched in two divifions; the pec, 
firft advanced to Trenton, and reached the Delaware * 


juit as the rear guard of gen: Wafhington’s army, under 
col. Henley, gained the oppofite fhore about twelve 
o’clock at night. Bi hi ys 

Lord Cornwallis, who halted with the rear divifion 
within fix miles of Trenton, intended croffing a body 
very early the next morning, near two miles below Cor- 
riel’s ferry; and got the troops in-readinefs; and the ar- 


tillery prepared to cover the landing; for at that place 


it was only eight and twenty rod to a fpit of fand on 


the Pennfylvania fide, on which a fufficient number were 


to have landed, and then to have marched up to Cor- 
riel’s ferry, and to have taken the boats that had been 
collected there by the Americans, and left under a guard 


_of only about ten men: with them it was meant to 


carry over the main body. In the vicinity of this place; 
a large funken Durham boat (which came down three 
days before, laden with flour, and which could carry 


100 men) lay concealed under a bank. This had been 
__difcovered and taken away by Mr. Merfereau, fo that 
the Britifh were difappointed in their expeétation of 
finding it. They hailed one Thomfen, a quaker; who 


lived on the other fide of the Delaware, and inquired 


_. what was become of the boat, and were anfwered it was 


carried off. They continued reconnoitring up and down 


the river till ten o’clock, but finding no boats, returned 


to Pennytown. Men had been employed in time for 
taking off all the boats from the Jerfey fide of the Dela- 


ware; but Mr, Merfereau’s attention would not admit 
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6. of his confiding wholly in their care and prudence. He 
therefore went up the river to examine whether all the 
. boats were really carried off or deftroyed ; upon difco- 
vering the above funken one, which had efcaped the 
obfetvation of the men, and inquiring of a perfon im 


“the neighbourhood concerning her, he was told that fhe 


was an old one and good for nothing; but not relying 
upon the information, he found her to be new, had the 
water baled out, and fent her off*. The importance 
of this affair to the Americans, prevents the relation of 
it from being trifling. Had lord Cornwallis croffed into 
Pennfylvania as he propofed, the confequence would 
probably have been fatal to the Americans. Gen. Wafh- 
‘ington, when he croffed, had about 2200 men: but the 
time of their fervice expiring, they left him-in fuch a 


manner, that the fecond day after croffing he had but 
feventeen hundred. a sie 3) 


The militia of Jerfey had timely notice given them; 
‘and had they ftept forth in feafon, might have enabled — 
gen. Wafhington to have prevented “agra Cornwallis | 
“erofling the Hackinfack : but either difaffection, or the 
want éf exertion in the principal g gentlemen of the coun- 
ary (through depreffion of {pirit at the threatening ap- 
pearances that exifted) or a fatal fupinenels and infen- 
fibility of danger, increafed the actual evil, and made — 
it abfolutely neceffary for gen. Wafhington to quit the 
nba S; and feek fecuri ity on the other fide'of the Dela- 7 
ware. ‘To whatever cauie it was owing, the inhabitants 
niete to ‘a man refufed to turn out, ve that he could 
“not at fig time bring more of them together than 1060 


3a 


ae + Me, Merfereau, afterw ard an Ameti tican deputy eommiffary | of / 
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prifoners, was my informer. 
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men, and even on thefe very little dependence was to be 1776 


put. The proclamation iffued the goth of November 
by lord Howe and gen. Howe, as the king’s commif- 
fioners, added to gen. Wafhington’s difficulties. In 
that, they commanded all perfons aflembled in arms 
againft his majefty’s government, to difband and return 
to their dwelling; and all general or provincial con- 
erefles, &c. to defift from all their treafonable actings, 
and to relinguifh all their ufurped power. They de- 
clared that every perfon, who, within 60 days, fhould 
appear before the governor, leut. governor, or com- 
mander in chief of any of his majefty’s colonies, -or be- 
fore the general or commanding officer of his majefly’s 
forces, &c. and claim the benefit of the proclamation, 
and teftify his ebedience to the laws by fubicribing a 
certain declaration, fhould obtain a full and free pardon 
of all treafons, &c. by him committed; and of all for- 
feitures and penalties for the fame. Numbers, who had 
been provincial congrefs-men, committee-men, juttices 
and the like, though out of the way of immediate dan- 
ger, ran to take inte advantage of the proclamation. 
Many of the whigs fhifted about. Only a féw of fortune 
{tood firm to the caufe. It was the middle rank of 
people in general that remained ftedfaft in this day of 
trial. The fuccefs of the royal army extended its in- 
fluence alfo to Pennfylvania. Mr. Galloway, the family 
of the Allens, with fome others, repaired to tne com- 


 miflioners to claim the benefits of the general pardon. 


General Lee, with more than 3000 men, though re- 
peated exprefies were fent to him, continued in the rear 
of the royal forces, marching fo flowly that Wafhineton 
could not account for it. It at length proved fatal to 
| 2 ie "Als 
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*776- his perfonal liberty. While he lay carelefsly and with-~ : 
out a guard at Ba/kingridge, forne way diftant from the ~ 
main body, he was made prifoner. The circumftances _ 
of his fituation were communicated to col. Hercourt;com- 
manding tlie light horfe, and who had then made a de- 
fultory exctirfion at the head of a {mall detachment, to 
obferve the motions of that body. The colonel cons 


Dec, duéted with fuch addrefs and aétivit 
13. 


Y, as to captivate 
and carry off the general. The capture was confidered 


by the Britifh officers as a matter of the greateft confe- 
quence. Their words were, “ We have taken the © 
American palladium ;” fuch was the opinion they had 
of the general deficiency of military fkill among the 
Americans, and the ‘i inexperience of their officers. The 
command of the troops, after Lee’s capture, fell to gen. 
Sullivan 5 who foon after crofted the Delaware, and 
joined gen. Wafhington. - The general needed this re- 
inforcement, notwithftanding his having been joined by 
the Philadelphia militia. He had fent gen. Mifflin to 
Philadelphia, while retreating before lord Cornwallis; 
and on the 27th of N ovember, there was a large and 
ceneral town meeting,’ when the intelligence of the 7 
probability of gen. byes invading the ftate was — 
communicated, as alfo the requett. of congrefs, that the 
militia of the cities and counties might march to the a 
Jerfeys.. Gen. Mifflin, who was detained: by congrefs i 
for the purpofe, enforced it by a fpirited, animating, and 
_ affe€tionate addrefs to his fellow citizens ; who etpietiam th, 
their approbation of the meafure | ate and foon 
marched forward fome hundreds of militia to join the © 
commander in chief. After that, ° gen. Mifflin left: Phi- 
Ja adelphia by the dire@tion of congrefs, who: knew of 


_ what © 
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what importance his influence was, and repaired to. the 177° 


back “counties, where his exertions were equally fuc- 
cefsful, fo that they poured in their yeomanry in fup- 
port of the common caule. 

The royal forces lay much fattered in the Jerfeys, 
and to all appearance ina ftate of fecurity. Gen. Wath- 
ington wifhed to ftrike them ;, fenfible that a lucky blow 
in that quarter, would be fea) to them, and moft cey- 
tainly raife the fpirits of the people, which were quite 
funk. by the late misfortunes; but prudence would not 


admit of it. The Pennfylvania militia were ordered to 


Briftol ; and the remainder of the troops were cantoned 
along the Delaware, fo as to oppofe any attempts of the 
royalifts to crofs it, | ' 

Should it be true, as reported, that the American 
general once wept, while he fled through the Jerfeys, 
that will not prove the want of perfonal fortitude. He 
is neither lefs, nor more than man. Agitation of mind, 
occafioned by the threatening ftate of public liberty, 
and a reflection on the horrid calamities that would 
follow the lofs of it to the prefent and future genera- 
tions, might produce that event, without any mix- 
ture of private concern for his own fafety. 

During the royal fucceffes in the Jerfeys, gen. ‘Clinton, 
with two brigades of Britifh, and two of Heffian troops, 
with a fquadron of men of war under Sir Peter Parker, 
was fent to attempt Rhode Jland. The American forces, 
being incapable of making effe@tual refiftance, aban- 


-doned it on his approach; fo that, on the day when gen, 


Wathington croffed the Delaware, the Britifh took pof- 
feffion of it without any lofs, and at the fame time 
: oe ; blocked 
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ber of privateers at Providence. 


Let me now offer you a fummmary account of the cap- 


tures made by gen. Howe and the forces under his 
command, during the campaign, down to the total eva- 
cuation of the Jerfeys. Of privates there have been’ 


made prifoners 4101, of officers 304, and of ftaff 25, 


in ali 4430. The catalogue of ordnance and military 
frores ftands thus—-Brafs ordnance 1 thirteen inch mor- 
tar—1 ten ditto—4 five and a half inch howitzers. 
w—-—5 fix pounders——r three ditto. 


Iron ord- 
nance — 2 thirteen inch mortars —~ 1 


ten” ditto =a! 


1746. blocked up commodore Hopkins’s “5 anal and a num 


ees 


1 eight ditto—3o thirty-two pounders—6 twenty-four 


ditto—8 eighteen ditto—24 twelve ditto—-26 nine ditto 


—40 fix ditto—s5 four ditto—16 three ditto—26 dif. | 


mounted: Brafs ordnance 12 ;~—Iron ditto 235. 
empty, 210 thirteen inch—-1255 ten ditto—r1635 cight 
ditto—1g08 five and a half ditto—-19071 four and two- 


Shells 


fifths ditto—total 23979: fhells filled with fufees drove 


—5 thirteen inch—12 ten ditto—3o eight ditto—s aay 
five and a half ditto—-a.5 four two-fifths ditto—total, 145; : 
Shot, 2052 thirty-two pounders—-g 300 twenty-four ditto — 
648 eighteen ditto—3979 twelve ditto332 fix ditto 


git three ditto—total, 17122: double headed thot of all 


forts 2684: grape quilted, 140 thirty-two and twelve 
pounders, befide 42 boxes ; cafe of all forts823, with pow 


der 44 : Mufkets of all forts 2800: Cartridges 400,000 : 
Barrels of powder 16: Tron Frize of four hundred weight 
each, intended to ftop the navigation of the North River 
200: Bar iron 20 tons: rod 5: Intrenchtng tools of all 
forts 500: Sets of armourers tools 6: Breaft-plates for 
engineers armour 35: Waggons covered 4: Hand bar= 


rows — 
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the Britifh are of {mall advantage. 
New York may now engage our notice. 
of O&ober, the inhabitants of the city and land, pre- 


teétion. 


unconditional fubmiffion left totally at large. 


| was projected, with the double view of fecuring Georgia 
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fows 200: a-gwyn complete: 2 fling carts: 
6: mantelets 52: chevaux de Frize complete $1: be- 


fide 4000 barrels of flour at forts Wafhington and Lee; 


bageage, tents, long pikes, ammunition carts, and a 
large quantity of other ftores of various kinds. Thefe 
lofies to the Americans are very confiderable; but to 
The civil affairs of 
On the 16th 


fented a petition to lord Howe and gen. Howe, figned 


by David Horfemanden, Oliver Delancy, and 946 others, 
| declaring their allegiance, and their acknowledgment of 
| the conftitutional, but not abfolute, fupremacy of Great 


Britain over the colonies, and praying that the city and 


} county may be reftored to his majefty’s peace and pro- 
This petition was followed by another to the- 
| fame purpefe, from the freeholders and inhabitants of 
| Queen’s county in Long Ifland. 
petitions, that they are guardedly expreffed, all mention 


It is obferved of thefe 


of parliament being omitted, and the great queftion of 
Let it be 
remarked, that though the inhabitants of York Ifand 


and Queen’s county have given every teftimony of their 

-Joyalty, their petitions have not-been attended to, nor 

they reftored to the rights expetted, in confequence of 

} the declarations, as well as of the law for the Gea 
ment of commiffioners. | 


Let us pafs tothe fouthern fates; and “from thence 


travel northward, gathering up as we return ap ie intel- 


ligence that offers. 
In the month of July, an invafion of Eaft Florida 


and 
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»776. aiid South Carolina from the depredations of their more, 


fouthern neighbours ; and of, drawing .the attention of 
the Britifh from their northern conquefts. Gen. Lee: 
was intrufted with this bufinefs, :foon after the repulfe. 
of the Britifh under Sir Peter Parker. . After the troops 
had proceeded as far as Ogeechee in Georgia, the gene- 
ral received orders to rejoin the northern army, on which.__| 
the expedition. was given up. 

While the general was at Savannah, he wrote a let- | 
ter, onthe 28th of Auguft, to the French minifter, which | 
was committed to Sieur de la Plaine. In that letter he 
held up.thefe ideas—That it was the exclufive com-, 
merce of the colonies, which empowered Great Britain to. 
cope-with France; gave to her a decided fuperiority in 
the marine department, and of courfe enabled her, in, 


the frequent wars between the two nations, to reduce 
her rival to the laft extremity :—That if Francecan obtain 


the monopoly, or the greateft part of this commerce, | 
her opulence, ftrength and profperity, muft grow to a, 
prodigious height; and that if America is enabled to — 
preferve the independence fhe has now declared, the 
greateft part of this commerce mutt fall to the fhare of 
France :—-That without the colour of. injuftice; but on 
the contrary, only afluming the patronage of the rights 
of mankind; France has it now in her power to become 
not only the greateft, but the moft glorious monarchy, 
which has appeared on the ftage of the world—her pof. 
feffions in the iflands will be fecured againft all poflibi- | 
lity of attack,- the royal revenues immenfely .increafed, 
her people eafed of her prefent burdens, an. eternal i ins 
citement be prefented to their induftry, and the means 
of increafe, by the facility of providing fuftenance for 
; ‘their 
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their families, multiplied ; in fhort, there is no faying, 17766 


what degree of eminence, happinefs, and glory, fhe may 
derive from the independence of this continent :—That 
fome vifionary writers have afferted, that could this coun- 
try once thake off her European trammels, it would foon 
become more formidable alone from the virtue and energy 
natural toa young people, than Great Britain can be 
with he colonies united in a ftate of dependency: but 
the men who have built fuch hypothefes muft. be utter 
ftrancers to the manners, genius, difpofition, turn of 
mind, and circumftances of the continent. As long as 
yatt tracts of land remain unoccupied, to which they can 
fend colonies (if I may fo exprefs it) of their offspring, 
they will never entertain thought of marine or manufac- 
tures; their ideas are folely confined to labor, and to 
plant for thofe nations, who can on the cheapeft terms 
furnifh them with the neceffary utenfils for laboring, and 
planting, and clothes for their families; and till the 
whole vaft extent of continent is fully ftocked with peo- 
ple, they will never entertain another idea:—That this 
cannot be effected for ages, and what may then happen 
is out of the line of politicians to lay any ftrefs upon: 
moft probably they will be employed in wars among 
themfelves, before they aim at foreign conquefts :— 
That it is worthy of attention, what will be the confe- 
quence fhould Great Britain fucceed in the prefent con- 
teft; America will be wretched and enflaved; but a 


number of flaves may compofe a formidable army and 


fleet, and the proximity of fituation, with fo great a 
force entirely at the difpofal of Great Britain, will put 
it into her power to take poffeffion of the French iflands 
on the firft rupture:—That it is for the intereft as well 
as 
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+776 as the glory of France, to furnith the Americans with 
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every mean of fupporting their liberties, to effect which 
they only demand a conftant fyftematic fupply of the 
neceflaries of war, {mall arms, powder, field pieces; 
woollens and linens to clothe their troops, with drugs, } 
particularly bark, in return for which every neceffary 
provifion for the French iflands may be expected, as 
corn, rice, lumber, &c. If indeed the French could } 
{pare a few able engineers and artillery officers, they may 
depend upon an honorable reception, and comfortable | 
eftablifhment. ) 
The Carolinians have been engaged in a fuccefsful war | 
with the Cherokees, for the origin of which we muft go © 
back to the year 1775. John Stuart, efq; an officer of 
the crown, and wholly devoted to the royal intereft, had 
for years, the exclufive management of both them and 
the Creeks. When the appearance of a rupture be- 
tween Great Britain and the colonies took place, he cons 
ceived himfelf under obligations to attach the Indians to 
the royal intereft. The ftate of public affairs inthe coloniés 
furnifhed him with many arguments fubfervient to this — 
defign. It was eafy for him to perfuade them, that the co- _ 
jonifts had, unprovoked by Britain, adopted meafures which — 
prevented the Indians from receiving their yearly fup- _ 
ply of arms, ammunition and clothing. He might alfo — 
infinuate, that if the colonifts fucceeded in oppofing Bri- — 
tain, they would probably aim next at the extirpation 
of the Indians. A plan was at length fettled by Mr. | 
Stuart, in concert with the king’s governors and other i 
royal fervants, to land a Britif army in Florida, and to 
proceed with it to the weftern frontiers of the fouthern- 
colonies, and there, .in conjunction with the tories and 
: Indians, 
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Indians, to fall on the friends of congrefs at the fame 177% 
time that a fleet and army fhould invade them on the ihe 
| €oaft. Mr. Mofes Kirkland, who has already been menti- a 
_ oned (p. 102) was confidentially employed by Mr. Stuart, 
| governor Tonyn, and other royalifts to the fouthward, 
to concert with gen. Gage the neceflary means for ac- ae 
 complifhing the above plan. The whole was ‘fully de- Le , 
tected by the providential capture of the veffel which eae 
was conveying Kirkland to Bofton toward the clofe of 
1775. The publication of the letters found in his pof 
feffion produced conviction in the minds of the Ame- 
ricans, that the Britifh adminiftration meant to employ 
‘the Indians for the effecting of their fchemes. The dif- 
covery of the minifterial defigns, made it neceffary for 

- congrefs to attend to fuch meafures as might effectually 
‘counteract the influence of Mr. Stuart. A meeting of 
their Indian commiffioners with the Cherokees was ap- 
pointed at Fort Charlotte in South Carolina, and took 
place on the 22d of April, when about 630 were pre- 
fent. The Cherokees complained heavily of fundry en- 
croachments made on them by the white people; which 
‘eave them the ‘greateft uneafinefs. When the commif- 
| f[oners came to make their prefents, the Indians were 
\ difpleafed at the {mall quantity of goods and ammuni- 
| tion delivered to-them. The cormimiffioners pleaded, 
| that they did not expe& to meet with fo great a num- 
‘ber: and promifed, that if the prefents were received, 
they would try to: purchafe a few more and- fend them. 
“The Cherokees wére not fatisfied with the propofal. The 
commiffioners, without goods, were littlé more than 
cyphers. ‘Talks alone, if éver fo flattering, do not an- 
ert. “Foreign manufactures. were to: the Indians indi- 
° : De ably 
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476. penfably requifite ; and it was not to be thought that they 
could prefer American friendfhip, naked and hungry ; 
to Britith attended with all the neceflaries and comforts 
of life. The Britifh had carried great quantities of | 
goods even to their towns. On the'27th, the congrefs 
commiuffioners met at Augufta in Georgia, in expecta-_ 
tion of the Creeks, who did not attend till the 16th of | 
May, and then amounted to about 350, when a few pre- 
fents were given them. They were cither fatisfied, or | 
ftified their. refentments, from political principles, fo as ’ 
to decline hoftilities. But the Cherokees being difguft- 
ed, and abandoned to the full operation of the royal fu- | 

" perintendant’s influence, began their maffacres at the very | 
time Sir Peter Parker attacked the fort on Sullivan’s ifland, » 

~The fpeedy departure of the fleet from the fea-coaft, | 

after his unfuccefsful attack, gave an opportunity for | 
uniting the whole force of South Carolina againft the | 

invaders of the country. Though the Britith plan of a 

co-operation with the tories and Indians was for the pre 

fent fruftrated; yet the probability that it would be 
again refumed, determined the popular leaders to make — 
a vigorous expedition into the country of the Cherokees. — 
A joint attack on their fettlements over the mountains — 
-was agreed upon by the fouthern ftates. Col. William- 
Mans 5 the diftri& of Ninety-fix, was chofen by the go- 
vernment of South Carolina to command their: forces ; 
on this occafion, The fixth regular regiment, part of 
the third, and a large body of militia, were. appointed. 
to ferve under him. About the fame time, and on the 
: _ fame bufinels, gen. Rutherford, with upward of 1 goo 
_men from North Carolina, croffed the Apalachian moun- 
Pa tains. In their paflage through the Indian country, thé 


forces” 
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forces under col. Williamfon. were. two or three times 1-+6. 


brifkly attacked, but finally repulfed the Indians. The 
Americans upon this occafion traverfed their whole coun- 
try, and laid wafte their corn-fields.. Above 500 of the 
Cherokees were obliged, for want of provifions, to take 
refuge with Mr. John Stuart in Weft Florida, where 
they were fed at the expence of the Britifh government. 
The Indian fettlements to the northward were at the 
fame time invaded by a party of Virginia militia, com- 
manded by col. Chriftee, and to the fouthward by the 
Georgia militia under col. Jack. Difmal was the wil- 
dernefs through which the Americans had to penetrate. 
Many were the dangers that they were expofed to from 
dark thickets, and rugged paths. They were frequently 


obliged to pafs through narrow defiles, in which fimall 


parties might harafs the braveft and moft numerous ar- 


_my.. They had to crofs rivers, fordable only at one 


place, and overlooked by high banks, from whence an 


enemy might attack with advantage, and retreat with 


fafety.. They could have no accommodations, but a 
few plain neceffaries carried on pack-horfes. They, for 
the moft part, flept in the open air, and experienced all 
the inconveniencies of a favage life. 

None of all the expeditions before undertaken againft 
| ihe Indians had been fo fuccefsful as this firft effort of 
the new-born commonwealth. In lefs than three months, 
viz. from the 15th of July to the 11th of OGober, the 
bufinefs was completed, and the nation of the Cherokees 


fo far, fubdued, as to be incapable of annoying the fet- 


tlements. The whole of the Americans did not exceed 
fifty men. iy 
The 
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1776 The means adopted by the Britifh co crizth the friends 


of congrefs, have been: providentially over-tuled, fo as 
to produce the contrary effect. Their exciting Indians 
to mafiacre the defencelefs frontier fettlers, promoted 


the unanimity of the inhabitants, and invigorated theit 


eppofition to Great Britain. Several who called them_ 


felves tories in 1775, have become ative whigs, and 


cheerfully taken up arms in the firft inftance againft 
Indians, and in the fecond againft Great Britain, as the 
infligator of their barbarous devaftations. Before this 
event, fome well meaning people could not fee the juftice 


of contending with their formerly protecting parente 


ftate ; but Indian cruelties, excited by minifterial arti- 
fices, foon extinguifhed all theit pisati for the 
country of their forefathers *. | ; 

The delegates of Maryland, affernbled in full conven- 


tion the 14th of Auguft, have agreed upon the conftis 
tution and form of government for that ftate; to which 
they have prefixed a declaration of rights. The con+ 


vention of the Delaware ftate, formerly ftiled, “ The 
government of the counties of Newcaftle, Kent and. 
Sufféx upon Delaware,” after a declaration of rights, re- 
folyed upon their conftitution in'September. When thé 
deputations, from the committees/of the feveral counties, 
mict in’ Philadelphia, they agreed upon the number the 
general convention fhould confitt of, the time they ‘Soe 


meet, and the manner in which they fhould be Fine | i 
No perfon was excluded from voting: many however, 


as muft have been expected, chofe to exclude them — 
elves, as ‘they would not appear by voting to meen 
nance the eftablifhing- of a new mode of government. _ 

~*  * See Doctor Ramfay’s Hiftory, Vol, I, p. 153 —161. 
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The convention met the 15th of July, and continued 17766 
by adjournments .to the. 28th of September, during 
which period the conftitution was fettled iby a dacldeas 
tion of rights and a frame of government. 

Great numbers in Pennfylvania are not fatisfied with 
_ their conftitution, apprehending that it poflefes too great 
4 proportion of democracy; and that the flate is not. 
fufficiently guarded againft either the. evils which .may 


refult from the .prevalency of a: democratic party, or, 
the dangerous influence of demagogu es. Mr. Samuel 
_ Adams has been thought, or Vike to have concerned 
himflf unduly in the bufinefs, as to have provoked 
| fome to drop. diftant hints of an affaffination. While. 
the conftitution was forming, a motion was made to add 
a fecond affembly to the legiflative body under the name 
| of a fenate or council. It was argued by feveral mem- 
| bers, fome for the affirmative, and fome for the negative. 
Before. the queftion was put, the opinion of the prefident, 
lpr: Franklin, was requetted. He-rofe, and: faid, that 
“© Two affemblies appeared to. him, hike a practice he 
had. fomewhere feen, of certain Waggoners who, when 
about. defcending a fteep hill, with a heavy load, if they 
had four cattle, took off one pair from. before, and | 
chaining them to the hinder part of the wageon, drove — Ve al 
them up hill; while the pair before, and the weight of 
the load, overbalancing the flrength of thofe behind; 
drew them flowly and moderately down the hil.” The re 
§ fumile drew the generality of the convention into an opi- an 
inion, that the doctor was for a fingle aflembly, and it We as | 
) wrought accordingly, Some imagine however, that the : 
janfwer was defignedly that of a Delphic oracle, to be 
taken either way, as inclination might ditate the inter- 
Vor. II. Bb pretation. 
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p76. pretation. “ The real force of the fimile was: certainly 


-mifunderftood ; if there is any (iimilitude, or any argu-- 
ment init, it is clearly in favor of two aifemblies. The 
weight of the load itfelf would roll the waggon on the 
oxen, and the cattle on one another, in one icene of de- 


ftru€tion, if the forces were not divided and a balance i 


formed ; whereas by checking one power by another (as 


was the with of thofé who were for a fecond affembly}. | 
all defcend the hill in fafety, and avoid the danger *..~ 
We cannot quit Philadelphia without making mention’ | 
_ of the acts of congrefs. It has been refolved to. con=— 
fifeate the property of the fubjeéts of Great Britain, — 


taken on the high feas, or between high and low water 
mark; but the inhabitants of the Bermudas, and Pro- 


vidence or Bahama iflands are excepted. Gen. Wath= 


ington has been empowered to-agree to the exchange of 
governor Skeen for Mr. Lovell, who was: made: clofe 
prifoner at Bofton by order of gen. Howe: and to whofe | 


inflexible fidelity to his country congrefs bore: teftimony 


the beginning of January. Mr. Lovell contrived to fend — 


out intelligence to the Americans, while invefting Boftons. 


and the reafonable fufpicion of it, without pofitive proofy 


might occafion his confinement. Commodore Hopkins 
has been cenfured for not paying a regard to the tenor 


of his inftrudtions, which directed him to annoy the 


enemy’s fhips upon the coafts of the fouthern ftates: and’ 
his reafons for not going from Providence immediately 
to the Carolinas have been declared by no means’ fatisfac- 
tory. To prevail on the foreign’ officers, if poffible, to 
quit the royal army, ~onpralett 
‘choofing to become citizens of the ftates, to-give to 
* Mr. Adams’s Defence of the American Conttitutions, p, 106 
AOS. 


them 


ave propofed, upon their | 


vet 
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thern and their heirs in abfolute dominion, unappropriated 7760 
lands in the following proportions: to a coldnel, 1600 
acres; t6 a Hiett. colonel, Soo; toa Major, Goo; to a 
Captain; -400; toa lietitenant, 360; to ai enfica, 00; 
] and to every non-commifioned perfen,. too. “They 
| complied with gen. Howe’s propofal of exchanging ger. 
| Sullivan for gen. Prefeotp and lord Stirling for gen. 
| MDonaid, onthe ath of September, | 


i 
i 


© Fhey refolved upow raifing eighty-eight battalions to Sept. 
ferve during the war, and agreed upon bounties to all 1° 
who inlitt during that termy unle fooner difchareed? 4 
Thé inliftment is further encouraged by a propefal for 
granting lands ; each non-commiffioned officer and {ola 
dier is tovave 100 acres ; a colonel, 560; ard the other 
officers in- proportion. The congreffional offer of lands, 
whether to foreleners or natives, is no prefent actual ex: i 
pence, as the event of the wat mut determine whofe ae | 
they will be: but the propofal may counteraét the effeG y | 
of a fimilar meafure; adopted by the Britith governa. 
ntent,: witch has engaced to grant laree traéts of vacant 
lands: at the clof of the troublés, to the highland emi- 
grants and cther new troops raifed in America, as 4 re. 


Aen e+ 


| 


)ward for their exnected zeal and Joyalty in the reduG@ion 
| of the country. Ir may alfo deftroy the influence of in 
J@Mmations thrown out to the mercenaries, of their being. 
i be séwarded in like manner, ‘The appointment of 
fl officers in the battalions: and filling up vacancies, 
(except general officers) is left to the governments of 
the feveral. itates ; every ftate has its refpective quota 
affigned, which it is to furaifh with arms, clothing, and 
every neceflary. The quotas will never be anfwerable 
in the numbers of men to the aumber of the battalions, 
| Bh 2, ¥Q 
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1770. fo that the actual ftrength of the continental forces will» 


be far fhort of the: appearance. - ‘he ga: a | 
aes, It being refolved to: appoint three éommiffioners’ to the ~ 
court of France, conerefs ballotted and-elected “Mefirs.. 


2V0e 


Rrablin, Deane and Sefferfons Dr: Franklin, notwith- 


ftanding his great age, was unanimoufly ele€ted. Dr. | 


Ruth fat next him when the choice was announced, and” 
was the firft in congratulating-him; the reply was, “ L 
am old-and good Ge nothing, but as the fhopkeepers 
fay of their fragments of cloth, you may have me fom 
what you pleafe.” Nir. Deane was fo little in the good? 
eraces‘of his own ftate, that it was the only one out of | 
she thirteen, that-declined voting for him. He had been: 
before appointed by the fecret committee, commercial’ 


agent with Mr. Thomas Morris, and moreover: political, | 


| 


agent 5 and. had. arrived in France fo long back as in 


June. This appointment was a natural introduction to 
his being elected one. of the commiffioners, “Mr. Jefe 
-ferfon having declined, through a prefent incapacity for 
going, Mr. dribur Lee has -been chofen in his room? 
Congrefs. may have been encouraged to this mea- 
fure,. by adetter of laft June» to Dr. Franklin, | wherein’ 
his correfpondent writes, “ Ihave been: at Verfailles to. 
{ee the minifters, and. every thing which approaches’ 
them. I have obtained among other things, under the 
name of Mr. dela Tuillerie, the undertaker of a mas 
nufactory of arms, that there fhall be delivered to. him 
immediately, from the king’s arfenals, fifteen thoufand 
mufkets for the ufe'of-infantry, to»be employed in his” 
commerce, on condition that he replaces: them in the. 
run of a years’ ‘I hope your: brave foldiers-will be pleafed 
with them ; but you: mea caution thern not to truft to 
‘ a | the 


to friends as to enemies. 
_ direct encouragement, they muft have ae the mea- 
fure through the urgency of their affairs. 


_ approved in congrefS a 


attended with fome difficulty. 


‘empowered to add to it'as follows: 
“States will never be fubjedt, or acknowledge alleciance, 
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the ordinary mufkets | of commerce, which are called’, 746.” 


mufkets for Sea a that are almoft as ‘dangerous 
‘But without fuch or any other 


The'tom- 
miffioners are to arm and fit for war any number of veffels 
not exceeding fix, at the expence of the United States, 


» to.war upon Britifh property, provided it will not’ be 


difagreeable to the court of France. There has been 
plan of a treaty with his moft 
chriftian majefty, which has been delivered to the com- 
mifioners with inftruétions to the & following purport— 
“You are to ufe every mean in your power for con- 
cluding a treaty conformable to the plan you have re 


ceived. If you fhall find that-to be impracticable, you 


| are hereby authorized to relax the demands of the United 


States, and to enlarge the offers agreeable to the fubfe- 

quent directions, The eighth article will probably be 
: If you find his moft 
chriftian majetty determined*not to agree to it, you-are 
* That the United 


or obedience to the king, or crown, ‘or parliament’ of 


Great Britain, nor grant to that nation: any exclufive 


‘trade, or an advantages; Ore rivileses in trade; more 
3 3 > 


than to his moft chriftian majefty, neither fhall any 
treaty for terminating the ‘prefent war between’ the King 
of Great Britain and the United States, or any War which 
may be declared. by ‘the’ king ‘of Great Britain againtt 
his moft chriftian majefty, in confequence of this’tr eaty, 


take effe&t’ “until the ‘expiration of fix calendar months 


piter" the. negotiation for that pur pote fall Hate been duly 


9 oe as ’: notified, 


1776. notified, in the former inftance by the United States te 
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his moft chriftian majefty, and in the other jnflance by 
his mott chriftian miajefly to the United States, to the 
end that both thefe parties may be included in the peace 
af they think proper.“ If-his majefty fhould be un- 
willing to agree to the 16th and 26th articles, you are | 
‘directed to. conient, that the goods and effects of the | 
enemy on board the fhips and veffels of either party, } 
fhall be liable to feizure and confifcation.—You will 
folicit the court of France for an immediate fupply of 
twenty or thirty thoufand mufkets and bayonets, and a | 
large fupply of ammunition and brafs field pieces to be | 
fent under convoy by France. The United States en-_ 
gage for the payment of the arms, artillery and ammu- 
nition, and to indemnify France for the expence of the 
convoy.—-It is highly probable that France means not 
to let the United States fink in the prefent contett ; but 
as the difficulty of obtaining true accounts of our con; 
dition, may caufe an opinion to be entertained, that we 
are able to fupport the war on our own ftrength and re- 
fources longer in fact than we can do, it will be proper 
for you to er for the inamediate and explicit decla- 
‘sation of France in :our favor, upon a fuggefion that a 
re-union with Great Britain may be the conlequence of 
a delay.—Should Spain be difinelined to our caufe, from 
an apprehenfion of danger to her dominions in South 
America, you are empowered to give the ftrongeft al- 
furances, that that crown will receive no moleftation 
from the United States in the poffeffion of thefe hie 
tories.” 
© You will traafmit to us, tele moft fpeedy and fal 
intelligence of your progress 1 in the bufines, and of any 


other 
i 


a 


\ 
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other tranfactions that it may import us to know. You177& — 


are defired to get the beft and earlieft information that 
you poffibly can, of any negotiation that the court of 
London may be carrying on for obtaining foreign mer- 
cenaries, to be fent againft thefe ftates the next cam- 
paign: and if any duch defign is in agitation, you will 
endeavour to prevail with the court of France to exert 
its influence,. in the moft effectual manner, to prevent 
the execution of fuch defigns. You are defired to ob- 
tain, as early as poflible, a public acknowledgment of 
the independency of thefe {tates on the crown and par- 
jiament of Great Britain by the court of France.” 

« Jn conducting this important bufinefs, the congre& 
have the greateft confidence in your addrefs, abilities, 
vigilance, and attachment to the interefts of the United 
States, and with you every fuccefs.” 

Though it has not been already mentioned, yet as far 
back as July, the congref& refufed to ratify the cartel 
fettled between gen. Arnold and capt. Forfter at the Cedars. 
‘They declared gen. Arnold’s agreement to be no more 
shana dpenfien, fubje&t to be ratified or annulled, at 
their cifcretion, he not being invefted with powers for 
the difpofal of prifoners not in his pofiefion, nor under 
his direction: and refufed to deliver the prifoners to be 


-w#eturned on thew part, wll the Britifh commander in 


Canada delivered into their hands the authors and abet- 
tors of the murders committed on the Américan pri- 


_ foners, and made indemnification for the plunder at the 


Cedars, taken contrary to the faith of the capitulation. 
Thus the hoftages have been left in Canada unredeem- 
ed. Capt. Sullivan has written to his ‘brother the gene- 
ral, from Montreal, Auguft the 14th, and expreffed his 

Bb 4 furprife 
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2776. furprife at hearing that congrefs, inftead of redeeming 
him and the other hoftages according’ to the cartel, had 
demanded capt..Forfter to be delivered up; and de- | 
clared in the moft folemn manner, that not a man living © | 
could have uled more humanity than capt. Forfter did, 
after the furrender of the party to which he belonged. 
Such genglemen of the army as fpeak of it at head 
quarters; feem to with the treaty Had been ratified-rather | 
‘than difallowed ; and the commander in chief appears — 
0a. “to .be like minded. | | 
xz General Mifflin was requefted to refume the office of © 
quarter matter general, and it was refolved, that his rank | 
and pay. as brigadier fhould be continued. Congrefs 
determined upon borrowing five millions: of continental | 
dollars for the ufe of the United States, and the faith of : 
the ftates is pledged for the payment of principal and — 
intereft. To encourage gentlemen of abilities; ‘to en- q 
‘gage as commifion-officers in the battalions to be raifed, 
the pay from the-colonel to the enfign is to be increafed. | 
Tc has alfo been recommended to the refpective ftates, | 
to ule their utmoft endeavours, that all the officers to be 
appointed, be men of honor and known abilities, with. _ 
out, a particular: regard .to their eitipcnaen > been ng ce 
darviteds 1% fy) | ee : 
17. Mr.-Duché aim by letter informed the prefident 
thatthe ftate of-his healthy: (probably influenced by the 
bad a'pe@ of the American caufe) and his. parochial — q 
duties were fuch, as obliged him to‘decline the honor of i 
continuing chap'ain to congrefs, ‘they refolved that’ thee 
prefident return the thanks of the houf, for the devout — 
and acceptable manner in»which he difcharged hig uty 
during the time he aiehaeey ; and tl that 150 dollars be | 


OEM iS p di. prefentea 
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) the reft of the troops, 
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_prefented to him, as an acknowlédgment of his fervices. 177 


In about a fortnight he expreffed his obligations to con- 
prefs in a polite letter, and requefted, as he accepted 
their appointment from motives perfectly difinterefted, 


_ that the money voted him, might be applied to the re- 
| lief of the widows and children of fuch of the Pennfyl- 


vania officers, as have fallen in the fervice of their coun- 
try. Several French officers have been commiffioned : 


the chevalier Matthias Alexis Roche de F ermoy, upon 


applying to be employ ed, was appointed a brigadier gene- 


oak) Dr. Franklin failed for France on the twenty- 24. 


feventh. 
Giriceets agreed upon the Sirah of a dati by Nov. 


_ which they mean ‘to raife a fum of money for defraying 1* 
_ the expences of the next campaign. 
> vice proving very unfuccefsful, they refolved, that each or, 
 ftate be at liberty to direct their recruiting officers to 


‘The recruiting fer- 


inlift their men either for the war,.or three years. The 


} reduced ftate of the army, together with the fuccefies 


and fuperiority of the enemy, put congrefs upon order- 
ing the prefident to write to the four New England go- Dec. 
vernments, and requeft them to ufe their utmoft influ- qT 


ence’in raifing their refpective quotas, and to haften 


their march with all poffible diligence to the places of 


rendezvous. The Maflachufetts affembly have ordered 


) afourth of the militia to be raifed for the reinforcement 


of the army to the fouthward, and propofed paying a 


bounty of 1¢1. fterling a man, to thofe of their ‘ftate 


This 


who will inlitt for three years, or during the war. 


propofal however congrefs could not affent to, as it 


tended to excite an expectation of the fame bounty in 


The 


Dec 
10. 
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The probability of the enemy’s advancing to Phila. 
 delphia, induced congref to dire& gen. Putnam, whe 
was ftationed in the city, immediately to parade the 
feveral recruits and other continental troops in it, and 
to proceed without delay to make the proper defences 
for its fecurity. The next day, they recommended to 
all the united ftates as foon.as poffible to appoint a day of 


fafting and humiliation. It is deft to each flate to iffue” 


out proclamations, fixing the day that appears moft 


‘proper within its ewn bounds. On the 12th, generals | 


Putnam and Mifflin being called to a conference, and 
having by ftrong arguments urged the neceflity of the 


congreis’s retiring, it was thereupon reiolved to adjourn — 
to Baltimore in Maryland, to meet on the 20th inftants 


i 


4 


inafmuch as the movements of the enemy had rendered 


the neighbourhood of Philadelphia the feat of war. Tig | 


congrefs fhould otherwife order, gen, Wafhington was — 


to poffeis full power to direét all things relative to the i : 


department, and the operations of war. | 
It remains, that we take a furvey of what has been 
doing to the northward, and under gen. Gates. 


Toward the latter end of July, one lieut. Whitcomb, - ) 


a green mountain bay, who was out with a fcouting 
party, was guilty of a moft bafe, and villainous action, 


7 | 


from no other principle than a defire of plunder, i | 


He wanted a fword and a watch; and in order to fupply 


himfelf, fhot gen. Gordon as he was riding unarmed — 


from St. John’s toward Chamblee, The general di eda 


few days after. This, as was natural, raifed the refent-- 


ment of Sir Guy Carleton’s army. It is pity, that he 


could not have been delivered up inftantly to Sir Guy: és 
but, through the weaknels of government and military — 


difcipline, 
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difcipline, he will efcape deferved punithment. Col. 1776, 
Beedle. and major Butterfield, inftead of being thot for i 
their cowardly conduét in the bufinefs of the Cedars, are a 
} only cafhiered, and rendered incapable of bearing any 
_ commiffion in the army of the United States. The | 
new articles of war agreed upon in September, will fub- el 
ject men to defervyed punifhment for the futyre, 

When gen. Arnold had reached Crown Point with the 
army, and the goods he had. brought from Montreal, 
(which he was careful to keep with, al he could) perions CT aach 
foon followed with invoices, and claimed pay for them. ae 
Silks and other valuable articles were miffing. Gen, ae 
Arnold upon this brought col, Flazens before a court | i a 
martial. He was tried on a charge, that the packages biel 
} had been pillaged, and the goods loft, through his re- Hae a 

fufing to take care of them, The colonel was honor- i, 1 
ably acquitted; but fuch was the behaviour of the gene- i 
ral before the court, in challenging every man of them, ee 
and abufing them all, that they demanded of gen. ,) 
Gates his being put. under arref{; the moment the 
| demand. was made, gen, Gates thought himfelf obliged 
to act di€tatorially and to diflolve the court; that fo the 
United States, might not be deprived of the fervices of 
ene, whem he yiewed as an excellent officer, at an im- 
portant period, when they were much wanted. se 
) .courtshoweyer. did not pire tll they had finifhe 
i their other bufinels, and given judgment; and had aie Has 
| pared the account of the trial, and put it in the way to ie al 
be forwarded .to gen. Wafhington or the congrefs. Gates eae 
had fixed upon Arnold to command the American fleet, 


> 


| 


| to be oppofed to the Britith, on Lake Champlain, and 


therefore would pay no attention to any charges br ought 
” acaintt 
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thse againtt him. Col. Brown complained of him, for aC 

3.  cufing him of plundering the officers baggage taken at 
Sb contrary to the articles of capitulation, and pray- 
ed that he might be put under arreft and brought to- 
trial; but it was to no purpofe. The command for 
which Arnold was deftined, fuperfeded all Suuee confi- 
derations for the prefent. 

The utmoft efforts were made on the fia of Canada 
by the Britith, for obtaining a fuperiority on the lake, 
and for the reduction of *riyeanderogs and Mount In- 
dependence. A fleet of above thirty fighting vefiels, of 
‘different kinds and fizes, had been little lefs. than’ cre-3 
ated ; though a few of the largeft were re-conftructions, | 
having been firft framed in Great Britain, then taken to’ 
“pieces and fent: over. Add to this, that 4 gondola ” 
weighing thirty tons, with above four hundred batteaus, 
had been dragged up the rapids near Chamblee. The 
objects: in’ view were anfwerable to all thefe exertions, — 
‘Ifthe royal army under Sir Guy Carleton could have | | 
forced. their way down to, and poflefled themfelves of 

: Albany before the feverity of the winter fet in, the ' 
northern ftates would have been expofed, in their moft | 
-defencelefs_ parts, and have had their communication — 
with the fouthern cut off, while one between senertial 
Carleton and Howe would have been eftablithed ; and 
thus Carleton’s army would have had a principal thate i in 
the honor of bringing the war to a fpeedy conclufion, © += 
_ The Americans had not equal advantages with be 
Britith for the conftru@tion of veflels. They labored — 
under immenfe difficulties ; and had to bring fhip-builders, — 
artillery, and moft of the materials for. a naval: equip- 
ment from a i diftance. But by.an affiduity, pers 7 
7 feverance  - 
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_ telligence. 
at one o’clock, Antoine Geroufe (his real name was Gi- 
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fevetance and fpirit, ‘which did not fall fhort of what was 177% 
| employed againtt them, they had by the 18th of Au- 


cult at Crown Point): :1 floop, 3 fchooners, and § gon- 
dolas, carrying &§ guns, twelve, nine, fix. and four 


pounders, befide 70 fwivels, and 395 men; and com- 


pletely fitted for aétion: With fome or all of theie gen, 
Arnold failed down the lake to reconnoitre and gain in- 
He wrote to gen. Gates, “ This morning 


rard) a Frenchman, whom I fent to St. John’s, return- 
ed, and gives the following account, viz. that at Ifle aux 
Noix there are three thoufand troops encamped, and 
forty pieces of cannon mounted on their lines—at St. 
John’s three thoufand men, one hundred and fifty bat- 
teaus, and he was told that two hundred were at Cham- 
blee—that two {chooners are completed and manned, 
one mounting twelve and the other fourteen brafs twelve: 


| pounders—fmall velk els on the ftocks to carry three guns 


each—one gondola taken from us, and three new ones 
built, thefe to mount three guns each—a number of 
flat-bottomed boats to carry one gun each, and a float- 
ing battery with two mafts nearly done, 
four eighteen pounders and two mortars. He imagines 
the whole-will-be completed in a fortnight. [I think 
him placed as a {py on us; have fent him to you to be 
difpofed of as you think proper. 
the two men, who have viewed Ifle aux Noix, the ac- 
count of this Frenchman mult be tates and a ftory 
forméd “for him by the Enelifh officers.” The poon 
Frenchman was put in irons, and fent to Albany. ‘The 


to carry t' wenty- 


From the accounts of 


two men never went to the ifle, but made.up a ftory to. 


fcreen their own bafenefs: a clofe and feparate exami- 
nation 
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#778 nation of them might have detected the impofiriot). 
When by their unremitting induftry the Briti@t entered: 
the lake about the time the Frenchman conjectured, the: 
fieet confifted of the thip Inflexible, which had been res, | 
-eonttructed at St. John’s, from: lates fhe failed; 
twenty-eight days after laying her keel, and “aa 
with 48 twelve pounders ;—the Maria fehoonér mount 
ing 14 fix pounders ;-—the Carleton 22 ditto;—the | 
Thanderer, a flat-bottomed radeau, catrying 6 twenty~: | 
four pounders, and 6 twelve, befide 2 howitzers ;~{Omer | 
gondola’, one having 7 nine pounders “twenty gum | 
boats, carrying eaclr a brafs field piece, from g to 24) 
pounders, and fome with howitzers ;~-and four long 
boats with each a carriage gun, férving as armed ten-. 
ders. Thefe were all defigned for, or appertained to. bat. 
tle, and were: atterided with a:vaft nuimber of veflels, 
batteaus and boats, deftined: for the tranfportation of the 
army, with its ftores, artillery, baggage and. pn hg J 
The armament was conducted by. capt. Pringle, and the: _ 
fleer navigated by about 7co prime feamen, of whom 
200 were volunteers from the tranfports, who boldly and 
treély partook with the others im the danger of the: exes - 
pedition. The guns were worked by detachments: fee 
the corps of artillery. The equipment. was. well | 
pointed and amply furnifhed with every thing neceffary.. ne 

‘The Americans went om with the grearefh-pibdlibR dif 
patch, and, before any action could: commence, hada 
reinforced gen. Arnold with a:cuttér, 3 gallies; and Pi, 
gondolas, carrying from 4 to 18:pounders. Lhe Amre- 
rican force was in mo degree equal to the Brith, either — 
as to the soodnefs of the veflels, the number of gutsy. 
the weight of metal, or other furniture of war.. Gens 
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Arnold had only two fchooners with him, and fo but !775% 


eg veflels, when Sir Guy Carleton proceeded. up the lake, 


and found him forming a {trong line, to defend the paf- 
| fage between Valicour Ifland and the weftern main. A: 
| warm aétion enfued, and was vigoroufly fupported onoa, 


Both fides for fome hours; but the wind being unfavor- 


able, the Inflexible, with fome other vefiels of force, 


could’ not be worked’up, fo that the weight of the ac- 
tion fell upon the fchooner Carleton and the gun boats, 
which. (fay the Britifh) they furftained with the greateft 
frmnefs, men: and officers difplaying fuch extraordinary; 
éfforts of refolution as merited and received the higheft 
The Americans 
therefore could not have been deficient in their exerti- 


“ons, but muft be entitled to a. proportionable fhare of 
| praife for having made fuch. a. formidable refiftance. 
1 Gen. Waterbury fought mot intrepidly, walking upon the 


quarter deck the whole time’; all his: officers were killed 


or wounded, excepting a lieutenant, and the captain of 


the marines. 
The continuance of the impediments, which pre- 
vented the Carleton and the gun boats being feconded 


| by the Inflexible and other veflels, induced» capt. Pringle, 
| with the: approbation of Sir Guy, to withdraw thofe: that 
_ were engaged from the action, Two of their gondolas 
| were funk, and one blown up with 60 men. The Ame- 
) ricans had a {ehooner burnt, and:a condola funk. Being 

now fenfible of: their inferiority, they took: the opportu- 
“nity of the night for attempting an efcape. Gen. Ar- 
_ nold executed his-defien with ability, and:they were out 

of fight by next morning, But the chace was ,continus 
_ sd; and one gondolataken on the: twelfth. The: reft 
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1776. Were Drvibtiedlciente and brought to action, a: i ledguies. | 


THIEV RIS TOR Yuk THE 


fhort of Crown Point, about noon on the thirteenth. ...A. 
warm engagement followed. The Walls eta, alley, | 
commanded by gen. Waterbury, had been fo fhattered, | 
and had fo many killed and wounded in the firft action, | 
that. fhe ftruck after receiving a few broad-fides. The 
Congrefs galley was attacked by the Inflexible and the | 
two {chooners, two under her {tern, and one on her broad-) | 
fide, within mufket fhet.. The Britith kept up an in- | 
ceffant fire on the Americans for four hours, with round | 
and’ grape fhot, which was returned as. brifkly. Gens). 
Arnold was determined, that his people fhould not bes, 
come prifoners, nor.-the. veflels a prey to. the enemy. 
Fie-covered the retreat of the few which efcaped, at the” 
expence of one third of his crew; and then with equal, 
refolution-and dexterity, ran the Congrefs galley in which, 
he was,’ with four gondolas, on fhore in fuch a manner, Fi 
as to land. his men fafely and blow up the veffels, in_ 
{pite of every effort to prevent both. Officers and. men, 
behaved with the utmoft gallantry. Some veffels, when 
they had loft all their officers, continued fighting, for 
thé crews refufed to yield but with their lives. The 
Americans glory in gen. Arnold’s bravery though uns 
fuccefstul, and much in the dangerous attention he paid 
to.a nice piece ot honor, in keeping his flag flying, and — 
not quitting his galley, till fhe was in flames, left the 
enemy fhould have boarded her and ftruck it. tha 
American fleet confifts now of only 2 gallies, 2 fchoonersy, 
I floop, and. 1 gondola, for the eighth is miffing. . ie j 
But though gen. Arnold’s bravery is highly. applaadil 
ed, he is thought by many to have been guilty of a great 
overfight, in not haying ftationed his fleet jult above 
bind oy 3 Split 


A MB Rut CaA WR BVO: U orcrt o 8. 


brought the guns of every one of his veffels to have 
| borne. upon the Britifh, as they fhould have pafied 
| through fingly, which they muft have done, from the 
| narrownels of the channel at that place. 

On Monday morning the wind came about, and blew 
freth, after the remainder of the fleet got in, and fo 
continued for eight days, and prevented the enemy’s 
coming up the lake to Ty. Within that period, the 
| Americans made carriages for forty-feven or more pieces 
of cannon, and mounted them; finifhed and {trength- 
ened their works; furrounded their redoubts with ab- 
batis ; received a confiderable reinforcement, and ac- 
) quired a preparednefs for defence in every quarter. Could 
the enemy have proceeded immediately on the Monday 
to Tyconderoga, they muft have fucceeded. You will 
be entertained with fome fprightly letters written by an 
officer, at the moment, and upon the {pot, to the daugh- 
ter of a next door neighbour; take the copies of them, 
and judge who it is that faves the Americans from im- 
pending ruin. << Tyconderoga the twentieth of October, 
VGx oe’clock—The returns of the fhattered remains of 
our fleet foon let us know the worft.—A -fine ftory ! 
after all the pompous accounts of your naval fuperio- 
ity.—Fine as it is, Jenny, it 1s true. —However we did 
Pil that men could do, in the time and with the advan- 
ages we had—Can our country expect more ?-— 
vould not have you think we are defeated however. The 
Jicet was ftrong, but our pofts are much ftronger.—«The 
}nemy may give us another defeat—but it will coft. 


_* Itis known in the neighbourhood by the name of Split’ Rock 
yrly, though generally put down in the mars Cloven Rock. 
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Split Rock *, about 35 miles from Ty, fo as to have 2 ae 
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1776 them dear.—We expect an attack every moment. en | 
-have been up thefe two hours, and through the guards. 
-and pofts—to fee them alert and vigilant. We will en-_ 
-deavour not to be furprifed—The attack whenever it | 

comes will be furious, and the defence obftinate, cruelly 
obftinate—We are ea in making every- preparation, | 
for the moft effectual fecurity of our pofts—and fhall in 
two or three days more, have little to fear from an af 
fault.” «© Ty—O@. 21,.1776, The fear is now paft, | 
Jenny, but not the hurry.—Hleaven has been pleafed to: 


H\ 


yy 


“give usa foutherly wind for almoft the whole week pat | 
“this has allowed us time for a very confiderable pre-, 
‘paration. We would now gladly be attacked—in two, 
‘or three more days. The enemy are at Crown Point, 


and we expect that they may fancy this ground in a day, | 
of two; they muft pay a great price for it however, as, 
O&. “we value it highly.”. “ Ty-Od. 27. If we are not) 
*7T* -attacked within fix days, gen. Carleton deferves to be, 
‘hanged. —We expect him indeed every morning.—We e 
have been favored with a ftrong joutherly wind, almoft, 
conitantly fince the defeat of the fleet-—and are now red, 
dy. +The enemy have forfaken us—I am not. forry mn-, 
deed, Jenny.—We fhould have been much at a lofs had. 
they invefted:us,—/in attack we were prepared for, but. 
gn muft have been madmen, to rifque their all on 


the event of @ day, when a few weeks perfeverance would. 
have given them all they could wifh—How much, is : 
gained by chance, or as the doétor will. ‘call ity Provie, 
dence.-—They did not happen to know our fituation, 
but fuppoted we muft be iternally, what our external 
appearance, (frmidable enough) | pronounced US, oh 
ws, 
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what they, with our advantages, would have been.—Pro- 17766 
vidence indeed, has once more. faved us !” 

| General Gates was about i2,000 ftrong, when the 
enemy was at Crown Point. Moft of the men were ef- 
fective, many of the troops having recovered. For fomé 
days after gen. Arnold’s defeat, Gates had only two ton 
‘of powder, and when he had received a fupply, no more 
than eight. It has been thought, from information 
gained fince, that the enemy fent one of their engineers, 
difguifed like a countryman, into the American camp, 
asa fpy; and that after two or three hours he return- 
ed; and by his reports might occafion their going off 
the next day. The day they went off, Mr. Yancey, 
jthe ‘commiffary general, had no flour in ftore for tie 
jarmy. Gen. Gates fent him out of the way, that as he 
had no flour to deliver out, the men might be kept 
ealy, under the nction of there being enough in the ftore, 
land upon the plea that they fhould be fupplied on his 
‘peedy return, but that it would not do to break open 
the doors. ‘The commiflary had not even a barrel under 
jis care. The Yorkers, chiefly of Dutch extraétion, 
nhabiting the neighbourhood of Lake George, declined 
sroffing it with the fupplies defigned for the army, 
: hBiioh fear of the Indians. This fear however was 
needlefs ; for gen. Carleton, while he allowed them to 
ake prifoners, laid them under ftriG reftraints not to 
| <ill and fcalp. When he found he could not keep them 
rom fcalping, he acted with dignity, and difmiffed every 
pne of them; faying, he would rather forego all the ad- 
Vantage of their affiftance, than make war in fo cruel a 
Jnanner. This conduct reflects great honor upon his 
haragter, as the gentleman and the foldier. The day, 
Cre Sir 
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177% Sir Guy withdrew from Crown Point, Gates, upon being ! 


2 there is time enough to procure a fuficient: force from 


“girning. to Canada and the froft’s fetting in fo.as to fufpend — 


affured of the fact, inftantly difmiffed the militia, with ° 


_ thanks for their fervice, which he wifhed not to prolong’ ! | 


—for he had no provifion for them. For near a week ‘ 
after, the army had but a daily fupply of between 20 ' 
and 30 barrels by land from Bennington. f 
General Carleton, before he commenced his operati- | | 
-ons on the lake, had prudently {hipped off the American | | 
officers (made prifoners in Canada) for New England, ‘ 
fupplying them at the fame time with every thing re- 
quifite to render their voyage comfortable. The other ® i 
prifoners, amounting to about 800, were returned alfo ° 
by a flag, after being obliged to take an oath not to’ 
ferve during the war, unlefs exchanged: many of thefe, " 
being almoft naked, Sir Guy clothed, out of compal- ° j 
‘fion. By his tendernefs and humanity, he has gained 
the affections ‘of thofe Americans, who had fallen into ' i 
his hands; and has done more toward fubduing the reft | 


than ever could have. PEE effected by the greateft cruel. | J 
: 4 


ties. 

The only danger to be guarded againtt t ay the ree 
yicans at Ty and the neighbouring pofts, is, gen. Carle- 
ton’s attempting to poffefs himfelf of them, when Lake ! 
Champlain fhall be frozen over, fo as to be capable of 
bearing horfes, which probably will not be till the middle 
«of January. The troops eccupying thefe potts will not ° 
tarry longer than to the end of the year: before ae | 


‘the } Mafit schufetts, Conneéticut and New Hamphhire, to 
defend them. Anduf the weeks, between Sir Guy’s re- | 


“all Operattons,~ are duly improved, sgmething-confider- 
able | 
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able may be wrought toward fecuring the entrance into “7 76 


the northern ftates. During the’ fummer feafon, a road 


has been cut through the woods, for fome miles, leading 


‘to Mount Independence, and communicating with the 
| one leading to Hubbardton, fo that the intercourfe be= 
‘tween that poft and the northern fates can be carried on 
| by jland, without. coming either through Lake George, 
‘or by water from Skeenfborough. ‘That the road is 


horribly bad for carriages and horfes in many places, but 


) not impaffable, my own experience convinces me. ‘Teams. 


have travelled them with heavy loads, though not with- 


') out ropes faftened to each fide, and men attending to 
‘keep them from falling over, through the unevennels of 


the ground. But it is aftonifhing, that loads of tent- 


poles fhould be fent fcores of miles to pafs through 
\thefe woods to the American camp, inftead of being 
ordered to be cut in the neighbourhood, where there was 
Viittle other than woodland, By fome ftrange fatality, or 
folly, the Americans conduét their bufinefs in a moft 
expenfive way, whereas they ought to exercife the greateft 
economy practicable without injuring the common 
If the fate of war depends upon the expenditure - 
jof money, and the ability of the parties to continue the 
expences, the United States muft be a-ground much 
fooner than Great Britain, unlefs the latter practifes and 
continues an equal degree of extravagance and profufion. 


Mr. James Lovell, who has at length recovered his 


liberty by an exchange, was chofen, ten days ago, by 
the Maffachufetts general court, one of their delegates to 


congreis, 
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Beem Roc] ng, oR) Vallis 


Roxbury April 16, TT 


yy “PET the prefent letter begin with mentioning, that! | 
the reprefentatives of the freemen of the ftate of | 
North Carolina, eleéted and chofen for that purpofe, 
affembled in congrefs at Halifax, and after a third read 
The ing, railed their form of government, with a ‘declara- 
#8, tion of rights prefixed, on the 18th of laft December. | 
When cen. Wafhington retreated with a handful of | 
men oe the Delaware, he trembled for the fate of | 
America, which xothing but the infatuation of the enemy 
could have foved*, "Though they miffed the boats with 
which they expeGed to follow him immediately into 
Pennfylvania, yet Trenton and the neighbourhood could 
have fupplied them with materials, which induftry might” 
have foon conftruéted into fufficient conveniencies for the 
tranfportation of the troops, over a fmooth river, and 
of no great extent in fome places, But they were ee 
into cantonments for the prefent, forming an extenfive 
chain from Brunfwick to the Delaware, and down ee 
banks of the Delaware for feveral miles, fo as to com- — | 
pate a front at the end of the line, which looked over | 
to Philadelphia, Mr, Merfereau was employed by the 
American general to gain intelligence, and provided a | 
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fimple youth *, whofe apparent defectivenefs in abilities 1779s 


prevented all fufpicion, but whofe fidelity and attention, 
with the capacities he poffeffed, conftituted him an ex-- 


cellent fpy: he paffed from place to place,-mixed with 
the foldiers, and having performed his bufinefs, returned 
with an account where they were cantoned, and in what 
numbers. Gen. Fermoy was appointed to receive, and 
communicate the information to the commander in 


chief: upon the receipt of it, he cried out, “ Now is 


our time to clip their wings while they are fo {pread.” 
But before an attempt could be made with a defirable 
profpect of fuccefs, gen. Wafhington was almoft ready 


to defpair, while he conbetnilated the probable flate of 


his own troops within the compafs of ten days. He 
could not count upon thofe whofe time expired the firft 
of January: and expected, that as foon as the ice was 
formed,, the enemy would pafs the Delaware. He found 
his numbers on inquiry lefs than he had any conception 
of; and while he communicated the fact, thus charged 
his confidant— ‘For heaven’s fake keep this to your- 
felf, as the difcovery of it may prove fatal.to us,” Col. 
Reed wrote the next-day from Briftol, and propofed ta 


the general the making of a diverfion, or fomething 
more at or about Trenton; and proceeded to fay, “ If 
we could poffefs ourfelves again of New Jerfey, or any 


confiderable part, the effect would be greater than if we 


had not left it... Allow me'to hope, that you will confulc . 


your own good judgment and {pirit, and let not the | 


* After having Been employed fome time in faite fervices, the 
enemy grew fufpicious of him, and upon that, without proof, put 
him into prifon, where he was ftarved to death, 


Oufage: 


eoodnels. of HOUR heart fubject you to the influence of » 
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#775 the opinions ef men in every refpect your. inferiors: 
Something muft be attempted before the fixty days exe 
pire which the cornmiffioners have allowed ;—for, how- 
“ever many may affect to defpife it, it is evident a very: 
ferious attention is paid to it: and I am confident, that’ 

-unleis fome more favorable appearance attends our arms: 
and caufe betore that time, a very great number of the: 
militia officers here, will follow the example of Jerfey,: 
and take benefit from it, Our caufe is defperate and. 
hopeiels, if we do not ftrike fome ftroke. Our affairs 
are haftening apace to ruin, if we do not retrieve them 
by fome happy event. Délay with us, is near equal to 
2 total defeat. We muft not fuffer ourfelves to.be lulled 
into feeurity and inactivity, becaufe the enemy does not 
crofs the river. The love of my country, a wife [for-) 
merly milfs De Berdt] and four children in the enemy’s 
hands, the refpeét and attachment I have to you, the 
ruin and poverty that muft attend me and thoufands of 
others, will plead my excufe for fo much freedom,” 

| ee The general on the 23d anfwered, §* Neceffity, dire 
i neceflity will--nay, muft juftify any attempt, Prepare, 
and in concert with Griffin, attack as many pofts as you 
poflibly can with a profpect of fuccefs, . I ‘have now 
ample teftimony of the enemy’s intentions to attack. 
Philadelphia, as foon as the ice will afford the means of 
conveyance, Our men are to be provided with three’ 
days provifion, ready cooked; with which and their» 
blankets they are to march. One hour before day is» 
the time fixed upon for our attempt on Trenton. If. 
we are fuccefsful, which Heaven grant !. and other cir. 
cumftances favor, we may puth on, I thall dire&t every » 
ferry and ford to be well guarded, and not a foul fut: 
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fered to Raf without an officer’s going down with the 17766 
permit.” 

The origin of the prefent diftrefs was ftated in a Hefti 
of the fame date, from a member of conerefs to his 
friend, in thefe words, “ The caufes of our prefent un- 
happy fituation have long been known: the confe- 
quences of them were often foretold, and the meafures 
execrated by fome of the beft friends of America; but 
an obftinate partiality (in the New England delegates) 
to the habits and cuftoms of one part of this continent, 
has predominated in the public councils, and too little 
attention has been paid to others. It has been my fate 
to make an ineffectual oppofition to all fhort inliftments, 
to colonial appointments of officers, and othet meafures 
pregnant with mifchiefs; but thefe things either fuited, 
the genius and habits, or fquared with the interefts of 
fome ftates, that had fufficient influence to prevail, and: 
nothing is now left but to ncaa ourfelves from dif 
ficulties as well as we can.’ 

Colonel Griffin, unacquainted both with the plan, and 
the time for attacking Trenton, croffed over from Phi- 
ladelphia into the Jerfeys, unknown to gen. Wafhing- 
ton,..and being joined with a few of the Jerfey militia, 
proceeded to Mount Holly, which induced col. Donop 
to quit Bordentown ; he returned however to his ftation 
before the attack upon col. Rall. The commander in 
chief would have comprehended in his plan, a diverfion’ 
) for count Donop by gen. Putnam: but the latter gave 
| fuch a reprefentation of the militia, of the confufion 
that prevailed, and of his apprehenfions of an infurrec- 
tion in Philadelphia, in cafe of his abfence, that it. was 
laid afide, The queftion for independency’ had’ been 

carried 
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1776 catriéd in. Pennfylvania’ by a creat majority ; but that. 
did not leffen the bitternefs of thofe who oppofed: it, 
among whom were moft of the quakers. Thefe coa- 
lefced- with the royalifts of other denominations,- and 
compofed fo formidable a party in the city, that it was 
dangerous, in the prefent.crifis, to: withdraw the militia 
ferving in it on the fide of the American caufe. 

The plan was to have croffed' the Delaware in three: 
divifions—one from the neighbourhood of Briftol, which: 
-mifcarried by a ftrange inattention to the tide and ftate 
of the river, fo that it»was impoffible for the horfes*and . 
cannon to land on the Jerfey fhore, through the heaps: 
of ice caft upon it with the change of the tide—a‘fe- 
cond, at Trenton ferry, under gen. Erwing; but the’ 
quantity of ice was fo great, that though he-did-every 
thing in his power to effect it, he could not get over 5 
and finding it impoffible to embark his artillery, he was’ 
obliged to defift—the third and principal was comimiatidédh : 
by gen. Wafhington, affifted’.by generals Sullivan-and_. 
Greene, and col. Knox. of the artillery. It was meant 
to.attack early on the morning of the 26th, from :the:. 

fuppofition, that the feftivity of the preceding day would 
make furprife more eafy, and conqueft more certain. - q 
On the evening of the 25th, gen, Wafhington orders. __ 
the troops, which are about 2400, to parade at the back: . 
of M‘Kenky’s Ferry, that they may begin to crofs asi 
- foon as it 1s grows dark ; for he imagines that he fhall) % 
throw them all over, with the necefiary artillery ‘by: 
“twelve 0’¢ lock, and arrive‘at Trenton nine miles below, . _ ; 
by five.’ The quantity of ice made in.the night, ime? - a 
pedés: the boats, and it is three before the artillery gets: 


weer and near four before the troops take up their line 
fs 
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the town, as they cannot reach it before full daybreak: 
but as there is no making a retreat without being dif- 


395° 
of march, which makes the general defpair of furprifing 1776 


covered and harafied, he determines to pufh on at all, 


events, 
tended attack, and that the 2sth at night i is thought to 
be the time fixed upon. His men are paraded, and his 
picket is looking out for it. Capt. Wabhington *, com- 
manding a fcouting party of about 50 foot foldiers, has 
been in the ate about three days without effecting 
any exploit. He therefore concludes upon suet 


Col. Rall has received information of an in-. 


toward Trenton; advances, and attacks the picket. He. 


exchanges a few fhot, and then retreats. As he is 


making for the Delaware on his return to Pennfylvania, - 


he meets with gen. Wafhington’s troops: conjecturing 
their defign, he is diftreffed with an apprehenfion that 
by the attack he has alarmed the enemy, and put them 
upon their guard. The enemy, on the other hand, 
conclude from it after a while, that this is all the attack 
which is intended; and fo retire to their quarters, and 


Dee. 
20s 


become fecure: many get drunk. Gen. Washington. 


forms his detachment into two divifions; 


one takes the 


lower road to Trenton, while the other with the general 


marches along the upper or Pennington} road. The 
upper divifion arrives at the enemy’s advanced poft. 


exactly at eight o’clock ; and in three minutes after, the 
fire in the. lower road announces the arrival of the other 


* Sincecolonel of horfe. + In the maps it is put down 
Pennington; but the Jerfey inhabitants in common would not know 
the place meant, unlefs you called it Pennytown, 


divifion. 
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1776. divifion. When the enemy’s picket * difcovers, in the’ 
gray of the morning, the advance of the general’s’ 
troops, they fuppofe it to be only the fcouting party re-- 
turned. "The out-guards make but a {mall oppofition ; ” 
though they behave well for their number, Keeping up’ 
a conitant retreating fire behind houfés. The main body’ 

forms: the Americans prefs the men hard, and foon get 
poffefion of half their artillery. Finding from the 
polition of ‘their enemy, that they are furrounded, and 
mult inevitably be cut to pieces, if they make any fur-- 
ther refiftance, they agree to lay down their arms, to al 
number of 23 officers, and 886 men. 

General Greene and col. Knox (eleéted by batfor a 
brigadier the next day, before the news had reached” 
congrefs) would have perfuaded the commander in chief 
to have pufhed on and improved the alarm given the 
énemy, to which he was inclined; but the generality of” 
the officers were againft it, and his excellency did not then 
think he could anfwer going contrary ‘to the judgement 
of the majority of a council of war. ‘He has fince re- 
gretted his not feizing the golden opportunity. 

Seven of the enemys officers were wounded, befide 
col. Rall mortally. ‘There were about 30 others killed 
and wounded. The regiments of Rall, Lofsberg, and 
Knyphaufen, were obliged to’ furrender. The light 
horfe, chaffeurs, a number of privates, with a few offi-_ 
cers, in all to the amount of about 600, efcaped by the 
road leading to Bordentown. The Americans loft about 
two men; befide two or three frozen to death. Capt, 

* What relates to the attack upon the picket; &c. was confirmed to 


me Auguft 13, 1785, at New York, by the Rev. Mr. Van Arfdelen, 
whdhad the ftory from the Heflian officer commanding the picket. 


7 9 Washington, 
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Wathington, who affifted in fecuring the artillery, was 1775+ 
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wounded inboth hands. ‘The Americans took g18 pri- ~ 


foners ; as many mufkets, bayonets, and cartouch boxes ; 
12 drums and 4. colours—an ample compenfation for all 
the fufferings of the preceding night, though they were 
not trifling. The weather was fleety, {nowy, and in- 
tenfely cold; and the road flippery. A. more difagree- 
able, fevere, wintry night is feldom to be met with even 
in America. oe 
In the evening; gen. Wafhington casted the Dela- 


ware, carrying cdi him the prifoners, their artillery and 


colours—-and elevated hopes, that this fuccefsful attack 


would draw after it a train of the. moft beneficial and 


important confequences. It has excited not lefs aftonifh- 
ment in the Britifh and auxiliary quarters, than it has 
done joy in thofe of the Americans. The Heffians will 
be no longer terrible: and the {pirits of the Americans 
will rife amazingly. But before this happened, a {mall 
party in the neighbourhood of Quaker-town had flown 
to arms, with a refolution not to lay them down more, 
while they had enemies near them; being provoked to 
it by the infufferable behaviour of fome Britifh light- 


horfemen. 
Though gen. Cadwallader did not. Pas over the Dela- 


ware at the time intended, yet the day after the furprife, a 


he crofled about two miles above Briftol with 1500 men, 
imagining that gen, Wafhington was ftll on that fide. 
Receiving intelligence that the enemy had left Mount 
Holly, he determined upon proceeding to Burlington, 
(even after learning that the fuccefsful troops had re- 
crofied) and upon marching the next day to Borden- 


town ; which was accardingly. done, the enemy going 
off 
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1776. off in the utmoft confufion on the alarm of his approach, 


4719" 
Jan. 


Te 


‘The day he croffed, 500 men were fent from Philadel- 
phia, who paffed over to Burlington on the morning of 
the 28th; in the evening, gen. Mifflin fent over 300 
more, and foon followed with a further reinforcement of 
fome hundreds, defigning to join gen. Cadwallader as 
foon as poffible. Pennfylvania was now roufed, and 
coming in great numbers to the aid of the commander 
in chief. On the laft mentioned day, gen. Greene croffed 
afreth into the Jerfeys with 300 militia. ‘The time for 
which many of the militia were to ferve was juft ex- 
piring. In order to prevail with them to continue, they 
were harangued.- Their pride was addreffed. They 
were told, that if they withdrew, it would be charged 
upon them that they were afraid. Application was art- 
‘fully made to every paffion; and not altogether in vain. 
General Wafhington reached Trenton’ with about 
1800 continentals. “Twelve hundred of them were re- 
leafed from their inliftment the firft of January. At. 
tempts were made to engage them to continue‘a month 
or fix weeks longer. Ten dollars extra-pay was offered ;_ 
they took the bounty; and near one half went off in a 
few days after, before the critical moment arrived. {t 
was foon debated, whether to order up the Pennfylvania 
militia from Bordentown, Mount Holly and elfewhere 
to join gen. Wafhington. Gen. Knox liad prepared Dr. 
Rufh, a member of congrefs, to aMift in effeding the 
fcheme. He was afked in to givé his opinien, and de- 
clared in favor of ordering them. up, which was. then 
done. The junétion of the militia with the°continén= 
tals, (making in the whole about sooo me) imbol- 
dened the latter to remain in their pofition, after hearing 
that 
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that the enemy was advancing toward them. The alarm 1777- 


which had been given, induced the Britifh and auxiliary 
‘troops to aflemble ; and gen. Grant, with the forces at 
Brunfwick and in that quarter, marched fpeedily for Prince- 
ton. Lord Cornwallis was gone to New York in his 
way to Great Britain: but upon this unexpected turn of 
affairs concluded upon deferring his voyage, and return- 
‘ine to the defence of: the Jerfeys.. He preffed on with 
the greateft expedition ; left the fourth brigade, confift- 
ing of the 7oth, goth, and §s5th regiments, under the 
-command of lieut. col. Mawhood at Princeton, and the 
fecond brigade under gen. Leflie at Maidenhead; and 
-yoined the main body by the time they got near Trenton. 

General Greene is fent out with a confiderable detach- 
ment, to fupport a party ftationed about a mile off, and 
to check the march of the enemy; but finds them ad- 
vancing in fuch force and {fo expeditioufly, that he is at 
fome difficulty in making a good retreat with the whole 
-of the Americans, Mean while gen. Wafhington makes 
a difpofition for an a€tion; which as the enemy do not 
come on directly, is afterward varied to prevent their 
getting, in on the American rear. The bridge over 
Sanpink Creek is well fecured; but can be of little ad- 
vantage, as the ftream is fordable in many places. 
The American army has. between thirty and forty pieces 
of artillery in front, facing the creek. The fate of the 
continent feems fulpended by a fingle thread; and the 
independence of America to hang on the iffue of a bat- 
tle which-appears inevitable ;. and in which the moft 
fanguine -fon of liberty can fcarce flatter himfelf: with 
the hope of a victory, the enemy being fo fuperior in 
numbers and difcipline, A defeat muft be totally 
ruinous, 
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_1777.Tuinous, from the nature of the ground which the Ame- 
ricans occupy. _ baited 
Sir William Erfkine, according to report, advifes lord 
Cornwallis to an immediate attack, faying, ‘“ Otherwife 
_Wathington, if any general, will make a move to the 
left of your army: if your lordfhip does not attack, 
throw a large body of troops on the road to your left.” 
The attack is put off till the morning: his lordfhip- 
might at upon what is faid to be a military principle, 
that the ftrongeft army ought not to attack toward night, 
Mean while gen. Wafhington calls a council of war. 
It is known that they are to be attacked the next day, 
by the whole collected force of the enemy. The mat- 
ter of debate is, “ Shall we march down on the Jerfey 
fide, and crofs the Delaware over againft Philadelphia, 
or fhall we fight?’ Both are thought to be too hazar- 
dous. On this gen. Wafhington fays. “ What think 
you of a circuitous march to Princeton ?” It is approv- 
ed, and concluded upon. Providence favors the ma- 
neeuvre. ‘The weather having been for two days warm, 
moift and foggy, the ground is become quite foft, and 
the roads to be pafied fo deep, that it will be extremely 
difficult, if practicable, to get on with the cattle, car- 
riages and artillery. But while the council is fitting, 
the wind fuddenly changes to the north- weft, and it 
freezes fo hard, that by the time the troops are ready to 
Move, they pafs on, as though upon a folid pavement. 
Such freezings frequently happen in the depth of win- 
ter, upon the wind’s coming fuddenly about to the north- 
weft. ‘This fudden change of weather gives a plaufible 
pretext for that line of fires, which gen. Washington 
caufes to be kindled, foon after, dark, in the front of 
his 
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his army; and by which he conceals himfelf from the 1777 


notice of the enemy, and induces them to believe he is 
-ftill upon the ground, waiting for them til morning. 
The ftratagem is rendered the more complete, by an 
order given fo the men, who are intrufted with tl 
nefs, to keep up the fires in full blaze, till break 
While the fires are -burning, the baggage and 
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pieces of ordnance are fent off to Burlington for fecuri- 
ty; and with the defign, that if the enemy follow it, 
the Americans may take advantage of their fo doing. 
The troops march about one ‘o’clock with great filence 
and order, and crofling Sanpink Creek, proceed toward 
and arrive near Princeton a little before day break. The 
three Britifh regiments are marching down to ‘Trenton 
on another road about a quarter of a mile diftant. The 
-centre of the Americans, confifting of the Philadelphia 
militia, under gen. Mercer, advances to attack them. 
Col. Mawhood confiders it only as a flying party at- 
tempting to interrupt his march, and approaches with 
his 17th regiment fo near before he fires, that the co- 
lour of their buttons is difcerned. He repulfes the af- 
failants with great fpirit, and they give way in confu- 


fion; officers and men feem feized with a panic, which 
fpreads faft, and indicates an approaching defeat. ‘Gen. 
Wafhington perceives the diforder, and penetrates the 
fatal confequence of being vanquifhed. The prefent 
moment requires an exertion to ward off the danger, 
however hazardous to his own perfon. He advances in- 
 ftantly ; encourages his troops to make a fland; places 
himfelf between them and the Britifh, diftant from each 
other about thirty yards; reins his horfe’s head toward 
the front of the enemy; and: boldly faces them: while 

Vou ll, Dd they 
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*771* they dilcharge their pieces : their fire is immediately ree 
turned by the Americans, without their adverting’to the 
pofition of the general, who is providentally preferved 
from being injured either by foe or friend. The {cale 
is turned, and col. Mawhood foon finds, that he is at- 
tacked on all fides by a fuperior force; and that he is 
cut off from the reft of the brigade. He difcovers alfo 
by the continued diftant firing, that the fifty-fifth is not 
in better circumftances. His regiment having ufed 
their bayonets, with too much feverity, on the party 
put to flight by them in the beginning, now pay for it 
in. proportion, near 60 are killed upon the fpot, befide 
the wounded. But the colonel and a number force their 
way through, and purfue their march to Maidenhead. 
“The fitty-fifth regiment being hard preffed, and finding 
it impoffible to continue its march, makes good its re— 
treat, and returns by the way of Hillfborough to Brunt. 
wick. The fortieth:sts- but little engaged; thofe of the 
men who efcape, retire by another road to the fame — 
piace in Nant | . 

It was propofed to make a forced march to Brunfz 
wick, where was the baggage of the whole Britith army, 
and gen. Lee; but the men having been without either 
reft, rum, or provifions for two days and two nights, 
were unequal to the tafl.. It was then debated, whether . 
to file off to Cranberry in order to crofs the Delaware | 
and fecure Philadelphia. Gen. Knox urged their marche © | 
ing to Morriftown, and informed the commander in 
chief, that when he paffed through thar part of the 
country, he obferved that it was a good pofition.. He 
alfo remarked, that they fhould be upon the flank of 
the enemy, and might eafily change their fituation, if 


requifite. 
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requifite. By his earneft importunity he prevailed, and 1777+ 
the meafure was adopted. Gen. Greene was with the 
main body, which was advanced; and had put it into 
the Morriftown road, without having been firit ac- 
quainted with the determination. Juft as that was con- 
cluded upon, the enemy were firing upon the rear of 
the Americans. Lord Cornwallis had been waked by 
the found of the American cannon at Princeton; and 
finding himfelf out-generalled, and apprehenfive for his 
ftores and bageage, had pofted back with the utmoft 
expedition. The army under gen. Wafhington march- 
ed on to Pluckemin in their way to Morriftown, pul- 
ling up the bridges as they proceeded, thereby to in- 
commode the enemy and fecure themfelves. By the 
time they got there, the men were fo exceffively fatigued, 
that a frefh and refolute body of five hundred, might 
have demolifhed the whole. Numbers lay down in the 
woods and fell afleep, without regarding the coldnefs of 
the weather. The royal army was ftili uncer fuch alarm- 
ing impreffions, that it continued its march from Tren- 
ton to Brunfwick, thirty mules, without halting longer 
at leaft than was neceffary to make the bridges over 
Stony Brook and Miliftone pafiable. 

General Howe admits, that the lofs in this affair was 
17 killed, and nearly 200 wounded and miffing. But 
the Americans fay, they have taken near 3co prifoners, 
of whom 14 are officers, all Britifh, Capt. Leflie, 
the fon of the earl of Leven, who was killed in the en- 
gagement, was buried by the Americans with the ho- 
nors of war, not only as a Britifh officer, but in tefti- 
mony of refpect to his lordfhip’s worth, ‘The Ame- 


rican officers commended the bravery of the troops un- 
Dd 2 der 


Sa a ce ees Sn —— 
= as (Ae m: ES 
woe ~ = — ey 


a 
Penna 


HE HISTORY oFr THB 
‘der col. Mawhood: one of the generals obferving how 
they fought, exclaimed, “ When will our men fight like 
thofe fellows!” Gen. Mercer met with hard ufage; be- 
ing bayonetted in three places, of which wounds he is 
fince dead. “He was a deferving chara€ter, and merited 
different treatment: Some may pronounce the treat- 
ment, that capt. Phillips, of the thirty-fifth-grenadiers, 
has met with, much bafer; but not when they have the. 
cafe properly reprefentéd. The captain, .as he was: re- 


turning from New York to join his company, was fur- 


prifed between Brunfwick and Princeton, by a party of | 


militia, who threatened him in cafe he attempted to ef- 
‘eape ; regardlefs of the threat, he clapped fpurs to his 
‘horfe, and pufhed forward, on which they fired and killed 
chim. Gen. Gates, who is’ married to the captain’s fifter, 
‘blames the eaptain more than the men. | 
‘Fhe eagernefs of the royal army to reach and fecure 
‘Brunfwick, occafioned their marching through Prince- 
‘ton with fuch expedition, as to divert their attention 
“from either carrying off or deftroying the curious orrery 
belonging to Naffau college. It was contrived and 
made by an original genius, and felf-taught aftronomer, 
Mr. Rittenhoufe of Philadelphia. There is not the like 
in Europe. An elegant, and neatly ornamented frame 
“rifes perpendicularly near vpon eight feet. In the front 
of which you are prefented, in three feveral apartments, 
with a view of the celeftial fyftem, the motions of the 
“planets round the fun, and the fatellites about the planets. ¥ 
~The wheels, &c. that produce the movements, are be- 
‘hind the wooden perpendicular plane, on which the or- 
“rery is fixed. By fuitable contrivances, you in a fhort 
tirne tell the eclipfes of the fun and moon for ages paft | 
tes & and | | 
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and ages to come: the like in other cafes of aftronomy.-1776. 


It is faid, that lord Cornwallis intended to have carried 
it over to Great Britain: no man of {cience can blame 
his tafte, which»may have preferved it from ruin, by 
fecuring to it that protection while in the hands of the: 
enemy, that might otherwife have been denied. But 
the children of the alma mater whofe it is, triumph in 
its prefervation, though fomewhat damaged. ‘The col- 
leze library did not efcape fo well as ‘the orrery; but 
fuffered confiderably. 

Let us attend for a while upon the congrefs at Balti- 
more; where they met according to adjournment the 
noth of December, and foon after paffed the following 


act—“ The congrefs, having maturely confidered the’ Dec, 


prefent crifis, and having perfect reliance on the wifdom, 


vigor and uprightnels of gen. Wafhington, do hereby 


Refolve, That gen. Wafhington i al ‘be, and. heiags 


hereby vefted with full, ample, and complete powers, 
to raife and collect together in the moft fpeedy and ef- 


feétual manner, from any or all of thefe United. States, 
fixteen battalions of infantry in addition to 

voted by congrefS; to appoint officers for ii oi bat- 
talions of infantry; to raife, officer, and equip three 
thoufand light horfe, three regiments of artillery, and a 
corps of engineers, and to eftablifh their pay; to apply 
to any of the ftates for fuch aid of the militia as he fhall 
judge neceflary; to form fuch magazines of provifions, 
and in fuch places as he fhall think proper; to difplace 


neral, and to fill up all vacancies in every other de- 
partment in the American armies; to take, wherever he 


nay iN whatever he may want for the ufe of the army, 
Dds 3 7 if 
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| and appoint all officers under the rank of brigadier ge~ 
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1776.if the inhabitants will not fell it, allowing a reafonable 
price for the fame; to arreft and confine perfons who 
refufe to take the continental currency, or are otherwife 
difaffected to the American caufe; and return to the 
ftates, of which they are citizens, their names, and the 
nature of their offences, together with the witnefles to” 
prove them; and, That the foregoing powers be vetted 
in gen. Wafhington, for and during the term of fix 
months from the date hereof, unlefs fooner determined 


by congrefs.” aii 
They alfo “ Refolved, That the council of fafety of 
Pennfylvania be requefted to take the moft vigorous 


and fpeedy meafures for punifhing all fuch as refufe con- 
tinental currency; and that the general be directed to 
give all neceflary aid to the council of fafety, for carry- 
ing their meafures on this fubjeét into effectual execu- 
tion.” | af 

« Refolved, That two large floating batteries. be built 
on Lake Champlain, to cover the boom and the bridge — 
at Tyconderoga: that a fort be conftru&ed on Mount 
Independence: that the navigation of the lake near that 
place be obftruted by funken caffoons, joined together 
by ftring-pieces, fo as, at the fame time, to ferve fora 
bridge between the fortifications on the eaft and weft 
fide ; and that Fort Stanwix be ftrengthened, and other 
fortifications made at proper places near the Mohawk 
river,” 

it was ** Refolved, That commiffioners be forthwith 
fent to the courts of Vienne, Spain, Pruffia, and the 
grand duke of Tu/cany:—That the feveral commifli- 
oners of the United States be inftructed to affure the 
refpective courts, that notwithftanding the artful and in- 

_ fidious 
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fidious endeavours? of the court:of Great Britain, it 1s #77% 
their determination; atoall events, to maintain their in- | 
dependence:—That they be directed to ule every mean 
in their power to procure the affiftance of the emperor 
ef Germany, and of their moft Chriftian, Catholic, and 
Pruffian majefties, for preventing German, Ruffian, or 
other foreign troops, from being fent to America for 
hoftile purpofes againft thefe United States, and for ob- 


taining a recall of thofe already fent:—and, That his 


moft Chriftian majefty be induced, if pofible, to amit 


the United States, in the prefent war with Great Bri- 


tain, by attacking the electorate of Tanover, or any 
part of the dominions of Great Britain in Europe, the 
Eaft or Weft Indies.” His rnoft Chriftian majefty was 
to be affured, “ That fhould his forces be employed, 
in conjunétion with thofe of the United States, to ex- 
elude his Britannic majefty from any fhare in the cod 
fifhery of America, by reducing the iflands of Newfound- 
land and Cape Breton ; and fhips of war be furnithed, 


when required by the United States, to reduce Nova 


Scotia; the fifhery fhall be enjoyed equally and in com- 
mon, by the fubjeéts of his moft Chriftian majefty and 
of thefe ftates, to the exchufion of all other nations and 
people whatever ; and half the ifland of Newfoundland 
fhall be owned by, and be fubjec&t to the jurifdiction of 
his moft Chriftian majefty, provided the province of 
Nova Scotia, the ifland of Cape Breton, and the re- 
maining part of Newfoundland be annexed to the terri- 
tory and government of the United States,” If thele 
propofals were not fufficient to produce a declaration of 
war, and it. could not ‘be otherwife accomplifhed, his 
moft Chriftian majefty was ta be. affured,.< That fuch 
| Dd 4 of 
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1776. of the Britith Weft India iflands, as in the courfe of the 
| war fhall be reduced by the united force of France and 
thele flates, fhall be yielded in abfolute property to his 
moft Chriftian majefty: and the United States engage, 
on timely notice, to furnifh at their expence, and deliver 
in fome convenient port. or ports, in the faid United 


States, provifions for carrying on expeditions againft the 
{aid ilands, to the amount of two millions of dollars, 
and fix frigates mounting not Jef than twenty-four euns, 
each manned and fitted for the fea; and to render any 
other afliftance which may be im their power as becomes 
good allies.” 

The commiffioners for the courts of France and Spain 
were to confult together, and prepare a treaty of com- 
merce and alliance, to be propofed to the court of Spain, 
adding thereto, ‘ that if his Catholic majefty will join 
the United States in a war againft Great. Britain, they 
wall affift in reducing to the poffeffion of Spain, the 
town and harbour of Penfacola, provided the citizens 
and inhabitants of the United States fhall have the free 
and uninterrupted navigation of the Mififfippi, and ufe 
of the harbour of Penfacola; and will, provided it be 
true, that his Portuguefe majefty has infultingly expelled 
the veflels of thefe flates from his ports, or has confif. 
cated any fuch veflels, declare war againft the {aid king, 
if that meafure fhall be agreeable to, and be fupported 
by. the courts of France and Spain,” " 

; iii s¢ Whereas congrefs hath received information; that 

3. Richard Stockton efq; of New Jerley, and a member 
of this congrefs, hath been made. a prifoner, and ignos | 
minioufly thrown into a common jail, and there de-~ 


tained—Refolyed, That gen, Wathington | be directed ta 
makg 
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make immediate inguiry into the truth of this report, 1777. 


and if he finds reafon to believe it well founded, that 
he fend to gen. Howe, remonftrating again{t this depar- 
ture from that humane procedure which has marked the 


conduét of thefe ftates to prifoners who have fallen into 


their hands; and to know of gen. Howe, whether he 
choofes this fhall be the future rule for treating all fuch 
on both fides, as the fortune of war may place in the 
hands of either party.” 

The capture of gen. Lee has proved inconvenient to 
both fides, and calamitous to individuals. Somewhat 
like a cartel was before eftablifhed for the exchange of 
prifoners between generals lowe and Wafhington. Gen. 
Lee being particularly obnoxious to government, and 
Howe perhaps having received prior inftructions how to 
condué himéelf with refpect to him individually, (for he 
can have had none as yet upon the news of his capture) 
his exchange was refufed. Wafhington having no prifoner 
of equal rank, propofed fix Heffian field officers to ba- 
lance that difparity : and, if this was not accepted, re- 
quired that he fhould be treated fuitable to his ftation, 
and the precedent already fet by the Americans in regard 
to the Britith officers they had captivated. It was an- 
fwered, that as Lee was a deferter from his majefty’s 
fervice, he could not be confidered as a prifoner of war, 
nor come within the conditions of the cartel, nor receive 
any of its benefits. A fruitlefs difcuffion enfued: and 
Lee was till confined, watched and guarded with the 
 utmoft firiétnefs and jealoufy ; which produced the fol- 
Jowing congreffional at—“ Congrefs being informed 
that major gen, Lee hath, fince his captivity, been com- 
mitted to the cuftody of the provolt, inflead of being 
| | enlarged 
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*777- enlarged on his parole, according to the humane practice 
that has taken place with officers of the ¢nemy who have 
fallen into the hands of the ‘American troops; a treat- | 
ment totally unworthy of that gentleman’s eminent qua- 
lifications, and his rank in the fervice of the United 
States, and ftrongly indicative of further injuries to his 
perfon :—Refolved, That gen. Wafhington be directed 
to fend to gen. Howe, and inform him, that, fhould the 
proffered exchange of gen. Lee for fix Heffian field 
officers not be accepted, and the treatment of him ‘as 
abovementioned be continued, the principles of retalia 
tion fhall oecafion five of the faid Heffian field officers, 
together with heut. col. Archibald Campbell, or any 
other officers that are or fhall be in our poffeffion equi- 
valent in number or quality, to be detained, in order 
that the faid treatment which gen. Lee fhall receive may 
be exactly inflicted upon their perfons :—Ordeted, That 
a copy of the above refolution be tranfmitted to the 
council of the Maffachufetts-bay, and that they be de- 
fired to detain lieut. col. Campéell, and keep him in fafe 
cuftody till the further order of congrefs; and that'a _ | 
copy be alfo fent to the committee of congrefs in Phi- © 
ladelphia ; and that they be defired to have the prifoners, 
officers and privates, lately taken, properly fecured in 7 
fome fafe place.” A 

‘When the refolution was received by the Maffachufetts } | 
council, inftead of conforming folely to the words of 

_ the order to keep the colonel in fafe cuftody, they fent him 

to Concord jail; where he was lodged in a dungeon of 

twelve or thirteen feet fquare, whofe fides were black 

with the greafe and litter of fucceffive criminals. ‘Two 

doors, with-double locks and bolts, fhut him fromthe 
; | yard, 
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yard, with an exprefs prohibition from entering it, either 1y77- 


for health, or the neceffary calls of nature. A loath- 
fome black hole, decorated with a pair of fixed chains, 
was granted him for his inner apartment; from whence 
a felon had been removed but the moment before, and 
in which his litter and excrement remained, a fortnight 
after it was appropriated to the ufe of the colonel. The 
attendance of a fingle fervant on his perfon was denied 
him, and every vifit from a friend pofitively refufed. 
When he had tranfmitted an account of thefe and other 
matters to Sir Wilham Howe on the 14th of February, 
and the fame had been communicated to gen. Wath- 
ington, a letter was directly written on the 28th, in which 
the general fays, “ You will obferve that exactly the 
fame treatment is to be fhown to col. Campbell and the 
Heffian officers, that gen. Howe fhows to gen. Lee; 
and as he is only confined to a commodious houfe with 
genteel accommodations, we have no right or reafon to 
be more fevere upon col, Campbell, who I would wifh 
fhould be immediately removed from his prefent fituati- 


39 


on, and put into a houfe where he may live comfortably.’ 
The enemy have in their power, and fubject to their 
call, near 300 officers belonging to the army of the 
United States: while the Americans have not more than 
so belonging to theenemy. The refolve therefore for 
putting in clofe confinement col. Campbell and the 
HeMan officers, in order to retaliate Lee’s punifhment, 
feems injurious in every point of view, and to have been 
entered into without due attention to the confequences. 
Gen. Le’s misfortune has funk him greatly in the opi- 
nion of many Americans; and ferves to convey a lively 
idea of the inconftancy and ingratitude of mankind. 
Some 
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#777 Some of thofe very people, who, when he was march« 
ing to join gen. Wafhington, regarded him as the 
guardian angel, that was to’ deliver America, not only 
cenfure him bitterly, but even infinuate that he ‘was 
treacherous. ‘The Americans however have reaped one 
advantage by that event—the enemy are convinced, that 
they have not gotten the sian a of America as they 
fondly boafted. ne 

Congrefs have been often, and for a confiderable 
time, in a committee of the whole, upon the ftate of the 
treafury, and the means of fupporting the credit of the 
continental currency. At leneth they have “ Refolved, 
That all bills of credit emitted by authority of congref, 
ought to pafs current in all payments, trade and dealing’s 
in thefe ftates, and be deemed in value equal to the 
fame nominal fums in Spanith milled dollars; and that 
whofoever fhall offer, afk or receive more in the faid_ 
bills for any gold or filver coins, bullion, or any other 
ipecies of money whatfoever, than the nominal fum or 
amount thereof in Spanifh milled dollars, or more in 
the faid bills for any lands, houfes, goods or’ commodi- 

“ties whatfoever than the fame could be purchafed at of @ 
the fame perfon or perfons in gold, filver, or any other | 
fpecies of money whatfoever ; or fhall offer to (ell any D q 
goods or commodities for gold or filver coins, or any 
‘other fpecies of money whatfoever, and refufe to fll the | 
fame for the faid continental bills; every fuch perfon — 
ought to be deemed an enemy to the liberties of thefe 
United States, and to forfeit the value of the money fo — 
exchanged, or houfe, land, or commodity fo fold or. 
offered to fale. And it is recommended to the legifla- 
tures of the refpective {tates, to enact laws inflicting, 


fuch 
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fach forfeitures and other penalties on offenders as afore- £777 
faid, as will prevent fuch pernicious practices :-—That it 
be recommended to the legiflatures of the United States 
to pafs laws to make the bills of credit iffued by the 
congrefs, a lawful tender in payments of public and 
private debts; and a refufal thereof an extinguilhment 
of fuch debts: that debts payable in fterling money be 
difcharged with continental dollars, at the rate of four 
and fix-pence fterling per dollar; and that in difcharge 
of all other debts and contracts, continental dollars pafs 
at the rate fixed by the refpective {tates for the value of 
Spanifh milled dollars.” 

The feveral ftates will undoubtedly make the conti- 
nental bills a legal tender, agreeable to the recommen- 
dation ; auoutanie therein they “eftablith the perpetration of 
iniquity by law.. There are too many debtors in every 

| ‘tate, and general aflembly, who will by the help of it 
4 clear themfelves of encumbrances; and who will feel 
i) nothing, or but little, at the injuftice they commit in 
| paying their creditors with a depreciated currency, while 
} they have the law of the land in their favor. But all 
thefe attempts of conerefs to keep up the value of the 
bills are delufive; and will deceive thofe moit, whe 
| have the ereateft confidence in the wifdom of the prefent 
} meafure. It is fcarce poffible, that they can fo far im- 
pofe upon their own judgments, as to view it in any 
‘other light than a momentary relief from a prefent evil, 
by fubjeGting themfelves to a greater in future, but 
which when it-fhall arrive, they flatter themfelves they 
~fhall get rid of, by fome new expedient. , 

Conerefs “ Refolved, That a committee of feven’be ,6, 


| -appointed to inquire into the conduct of the Britith anc 
| Heffhian 
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777- Heflian generals and officers toward the officers, foldiers, 
and mariners in the fervice of the United States, and } 
any other perfons, inhabitants of thefe ftates, in their — 
poffeffion, as prifoners of war, or otherwife, and alfo 
into the conduct of the faid generals and officers, and 
the troops under their command toward the fubjects of 
thefe ftates and their property, niore efpecially of the. 
ftates of New York and New Jerfey.” This committee 
will undoubtedly authenticate the cruelties of the royal 
army, which have been too frequent and notorious. 
The very orders of gen. Howe have not been fufficiently 
guarded for the preventing of abufes. When the enemy 
fled from their cantonments in the Jerfeys, his orders to 
col. Donop fell into the hands of the Americans: they 
exprefled that “ all falted and meal provifions, which 
may be judged to exceed the quantity neceffary for the 
fubfiftence of an ordinary family, fhall be confidered as 


a magazine of the enemy, and feized for the king, and 
given to the troops as a faving for the public.” 

When the royal army entered the Jerfeys, the inha- 
bitants pretty generally remained in their houfes, and 
many thoufands received printed protections, figned by 
order of the commander in chief. But neither the pro- 
clamation of the commiffioners, nor protections, faved — 


the people from plunder any more than from infule. 
Their property was taken or deftroyed without diftinction 
of perfors. They fhowed their protections: Heffians — 
could not read them, and .would not underftand them 5, 
and the Britith foldiers thought they had as good a 
right to a fhare of booty as the Heffians... The loyalifts — 
were plundered even at New York. Gen. De Heiter 
may be pronounced the arch-plunderer. He offered ; 
the 
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‘the houfe he lived in at New York to public fale; though !777 
. the property of avery loyal fubyect, who had voluntarily 
_ and hofpitably accommodated him with it. The goods 
of others, fufferine reftraint or imprifonment among the 
Americans, were fold by auction. The carriages of 
gentlemen of the firft rank were feized, their arms de- 
faced, and the ‘plunderer’s arms blazoned in their place; 
and this‘too by Britifh officers. Difcontents and mur- 
murs’ increafed every hour at the licentious ravages of 
the foldiery, both Britifh and foreigners, who were 
fhamefully permitted, with unrelenting hand, to pillage 
friend and foe in the Jerfeys*. Neither age, nor fex, 
was fpared.: Indifcriminate ruin attended every perfon 
they met with. Infants, children, old men and women, 
were left in their fhirts, without a blanket to cover them, 
under the inclemency of winter. Every kind of furni- 
ture was deftroyed and burnt; windows and doors were 
broken to pieces; in fhort, the houfes were left unin- 
habitable, and the people without provifions ; for every. 
horfe, cow,.ox, and fowl, was carried off. Horrid de- 
predations and’ abufes were committed by that part of 
the army, which was ftationed at or near Pennytown. 
Sixteen young women fled to the woods to avoid. the 
brutality of the foldiers ; and were there feized and car- 
ried off. One man had the cruel mortification to have 
his wife and only daughter (a child of ten years) ravifhed. 
Another girl of thirteen. was taken from her father’s 
houfe, carried to a barn about a mile off, there difho- 
| nored, and afterward abufed by five others. A moft 
, réfpectable gentleman, in the neighbourhood of Wood- 
bridge, was alarmed with the cries and fhrieks of a moft 
* Gee the Letters of a Loyalift, 
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1777 lovely daughter :*he found a Britith officer in the at of } 
) 
| 


violating her, and inftantly put him to death. Two 


other officers rufhed in with their fufees, and fired two 


| | 


balls into the father, who was languifhing under his _ 


wounds the beginning of January *. 

Thefe enormities, though too frequently pr actifed in a 
time of war by the military, unlefs reftrained by the 
fevereft difcipline, fo exafperated the people of the 
Ferfeys, that they flew to arms immediately upon the. 
army’s hurrying from Trenton; and forming themfelves — 


into parties, they way-laid the men, and cut them off as 


they had opportunity. The militia collected. The ' 


Americans in a few days over-ran the Yerfeys. The enemy 
was forced from Woodbridge. Gen. Maxwell furprifed 


Elizabeth Town; and took near 100 prifoners, with a! 


quantity of bagease. Newark was abandoned. ‘The 
royal troops were confined to the narrow compafs of 


Brunfwick and Amboy, both holding an open communi- q 
cation with New York by water. They could not even 7 


ftir out to forage but in large parties, which feldom re- 


turned without lofs. Gen. Dickinfon, with about 400 ? 


militia and s0 of the Pennfylvania riflemen, defeated” 
near Someriet Court-houfe, on Millftone river, a foraging 


party of the enemy of equal number; and took 40. { 


waggons, upward of 100 horfes, befide fheep and cattle _ 


which they had colleéted.. They retreated with. fue 


precipitation, that he could make only nine prifoners ; 
but they were obferved to carry off many dead and 
wounded in light waggons. “The general’s behaviour 


reflects the higheft honor upon him; for though his | j 


troops were ail raw, he led them through the river middle 
+ Remoubilors Part IV, p. 307, \ 


deep, 


A Meeenel CoA Ny RAECVOO.L UcTslI10-N. 417 


deep, and gave the enemy fo fevere a charge, that al- 1777. 
though fupported by three field pieces, they gave way, 
and left their convoy. 

The whole country was now become hoftile to the 
Britifh army. Sufferers of all parties rofe as one man 
to revenge their perfonal injuries and particular oppref- 
fions, and were the moft bitter and determined ene- 
mies. They who were incapable of bearing arms, acted 
| as fpies; and kept a continual watch, fo that not the 
| fmalleft motion could be made by the royalifts, without 
its being difcovered, before it could produce the. in- 
tended effect. This hoftile fpirit was encouraged by a 
proclamation of gen. Wafhington; which commands 75° 
every perfon having fubfcribed the declaration of fidelity 
to Great Britain, taken the oaths of allegiance, and ac- 
cepted proteétions and certificates from the commiffion- 
ers, to deliver up the fame, and take the oath of allegi- 
ance to the United States of America. It grants how- 
ever, full liberty to ali fuch as prefer the intereft and 
| protection of Great Britain to the freedom and happinefs 
| of their country, forthwith to withdraw themfelves and 
| families within the enemy’s lines. But it declares, that 
») all who neglect or refufe to comply with the order, 
| within. thirty days from the date, will be. deemed adhe- 
) rents to the king of Great Britain, and treated as com- 
"} mon enemies to thefe American States.. Some days 
before the proclamation was iffued, a number of the 
| Pennfylvania militia, having ferved the time fixed upon, 
| were defirous of returning, which was complied with ; 
and the general took the earlieft opportunity of return- 
ing his moft hearty thanks to thofe brave men, who in 
_ the moft inclement feafon of the year nobly ftepped 
a iY oL. IT. | Ke forth 
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ayy forth in defence:of their country. He aifo acknow- 
ledged with pleafure the fignal fervices done by the 
{aid militia; and with additional fatisfaction, the geod 
fervices of thofe battalions, who determined to remain , 
with him after the expiration of their times of fervice. 
The militia of Pennfylvania are not only entitled to the 
hearty thanks of the commander in chief, but of the 
United States; for greatly through their inftrumentality, 


the Jerfeys have been nearly recovered, and a victorious , 
- and fuperior army been reduced to aét upon the deten= _ 


five, as well as Philadelphia faved, and Pennfylvania 
freed from danger. Nor will gratitude forget the fhare 
which gen. Mifflin had in exciting them to rile in favor 
ei public hberty. | | 
~ Toward the end of January a plan was formed for 


taking Fort Independence, near Kingfbridge, and by fo — 


doing to obtain a paflage into New York ifland. About 
4000 militia of -the Maflachufetts, Conneéticur, an 


New York ftates, in four divifions, under generals — | 


Heath, Woofter, Parfons, and Lincoln, were deftined © 
forthe fervice. . Gen. Heath was commander in chief. 
They. marched,. the .divifion under Heath from White 
Plains—under Weofter and: Parions from New Rochelle 
sand under Lincoln from toward Tarry-town. A 
met-on the heights about and near Kingfbridge i 
fort had but a trifling. garrifon,. which could pie made 
no effeCtual refiftance, had avigorous pufh been ae: 
made ; and the men were in fpirits for the attempt. In 
this way. only. could it be carried, was defence attempt-_ 
ed, as the Americans had no other artillery than three 
_ field pieces. With thefe. they fred a number of hots 
at eighty or a hundred Heffians, and a few light: Horfig,” 
5 dale ; 2> who 


| 


: 
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who collected on the other fide of Haerlem river; the '777¢ 


Fieffians were thrown into a momentary confufion, but 
foon formed again. Gen. Heath demanded a furrender 


of the fort, and threatened in cafe of non-compliance. 
The threat was difregarded. The troops were employed: 


chiefly in picking up tories, and in foraging and taking 
ftores that had been in the poffeffion of the enemy, till 
more artillery fhould arrive from Peek’s-kill, which a 
council of war had agreed to fend for. About nine days 
from the firft appearance of the Americans before the 
fort, the artillery came to hand, and confifted of one 
brafs 24 pounder, and two howitzers. The twenty-four 
pounder was fired twice, when the carriage broke; and 
a few thells were thrown without any execution. « A 
great number of teams were then employed in carrying 


Off forage, &c. The enemy, who had been reinforced 


during thefe delays, fallied out, but were repulfed : 


foon after, the Americans retired, upon a report that 


fome fhips were gone up the North river. Gen. Heath’s 
conduct was cenfured by men of fenfe and judement, 
who were with him on the expedition. It was fraught 


with fo much caution, that the army was difappointed, 


and in fome degree difgraced. His fummons, as he did 


not fulfil his threats, was idle and farcical, and tended 


to bring upon all of them the ridicule of their enemies. 


|The Americans fuffered much from the weather, and 
hot lefs from the failure of the expedition. Many of 
them afterward crofled the North River, and proceeded 
_ to Morriftown. 


- 


About the time this fruitlefs expedition commenced, 
and.three days before gens Wafhington’s proclamation, 
plundering had become fo prevalent among, the Ames 

ieee} rican. 
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1777: riean troops, that his excellency had it inferted in gene- 
ral orders— The general prohibits, both in the militia 
and continental troops, in the moft pofitive terms, the 


o a “5 : . > | 
infamous practices of plundering the inhabitants, under: 


the fpecious pretence of their being tories. It is our 
bufinefs to give protection and fupport to the poor dif- 
trefled inhabitants, not to multiply and increafe their. 
calamities. After this order, any officer found plun-. 
dering the inhabitants under the pretence of their being 
tories, may expect to be punifhed in the fevereft man- 
ner. The adjutant general to furnifh the commanding | 
officer of each divifion with a copy of thefe orders, who 
is to circulate copies among his troops immediately.” 
You will regret, that while the Britifh and Heffians 
plunder the Americans, upon the plea of their being re- 
bels ; thefe fhould plunder their own countrymen upon 
the plea of their being tories. Humanity and good 
fenfe fhould dictate a different line of conduct, from a 
belief, that men of oppofite fentiments may aét con{ci- 
entioufly, while taking contrary parts in a civil conteft. 
Near upon 2000 of the Britifh went on a foraging © 
party from Amboy. They attacked the American guards’ 


and drove them five or fix miles. When the latter were’ | 
reinforced by gen. Maxwell, with about 1400 "a 


chiefly militia, the others retreated with fuch precipita- 
tion, as to be able to return but two fires, and left be 
hind them fix of their men prifoners and two dead. Thus 
are the troops under lord Cornwallis watched, ftraitened, 
and obliged to undergo the hardfhips of a moft fevere 
and unremitting duty; though he has been ftrengthened 
by a brigade of Britifh, and fome companies of grena~ 
diers and light infantry from Rhode Ifland. The order . 


for 
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for thefe troops was fent to lord Percy, gen. Clintoh 1777. 


being gone to England. Lord Percy did not immedi- 
ately comply; but returned for anfwer, that the enemy 
were collecting a large force near Providence, of which 
circumftance he fuppofed gen. Howe was unacquainted ; 
that he thought it his duty :to reprefent this matter, and 
to add, that he apprehended it would be dangerous to 
the fervice there, to fend away fo large a corps. Gen. 
Howe replied, that lord Percy knew the confequence of 
difobedience of orders, trial by court martial, and cer- 
tain fentence of being broke; but that he was inclined 
to fhow his lordfhip all the indulgence that his fervices 
deferved, at the fame time he infifted upon his orders 
being punctually obeyed. His lordfhip’s feelings have 
‘been fo hurt by this reply, that it is apprehended, he 
will not remain long in a fituation that fubjects him to 
gen. Howe. 

The American recruiting fervice went on moft wretch- 
edly. The returns which gen. Wafhington received 
from different quarters, were of fo extraordinary a na- 
ture, that he fufpected the moft abominable fraud and 
embezzlement of the public money. The accounts of 
defertion almoft furpafied belief, and afforded him the 
higheft probability, that officers were tempted, by the 
‘great bounty allowed, to exhibit a number of pretended 
‘recruits, that were never in reality inlifted. © But the evil 
he complained of, was owing greatly to the prevailing 
method of inlifting men, viz. the paying of them the 
. ‘bounty, and then fuffering them to-ramble about the 
country, by which means they inlifted with half a dozen 


officers. Inftead of being ‘formidable by the middle of Mar. 


‘March, he wrote, “ After the fifteenth, when gen. Lin- 
4 Bac 2 - ~ goln’g 
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577}. €oln’s militia leave us, we fhall only have the remains 
of the five Virginia regiments, who do not amount al- 
tegether-to more than five or fix hundred men, and two 
of the other continental battalions very weak. The reft | 
of eur army is compofed of {mall parties of militia from. 
this flate and Pennfylvania: and little dependence can ~ | 
be put upon the militia, as they come and go when they 
pleafe. Ifthe enemy do not move, it will be a miracle: 
nothing but ignorance of our numbers, and fituation, 
can protect us.” Fle has fince owned, that during the lat- 
ter part of this la{t winter, he and his army have remained 
at the mercy of the royal troops, with fometimes fearcely 
a fuffiicient body of men to mount the ordinary guards, 

- diable every moment to be diffipated, if the enemy had - 
only thought proper to march againft them. The ge- 
neral’s whole force, including militia, at. Morriftown 
and the feveral out-pofts, amounted often to not more 
than £500 men: and it has been afferted, upon appa- 
rently good authority, that he repeatedly could not muf- 
ter more at Morritown than between three and four hune- 
dred. In writing officially upon the fubject to. the go- 
vernor and council of Conneéticut, the. reprefentation 
he gave of affairs, drew tears from the eyes of thofe 
who. heard the letter read. While gen. Wafhington was 
at this low ebb with his. ar my, gentlemen of five thou @ 
fand. pounds fortune or more, and many others whe were > 
men of fubftance, though not equal to that, did duty 
as fentinels. at his, doors and elfewhere. 

Though gen. Howe. made no capital ftroke at the 
commander in chief of the Americans; ; yet he concert- 
ed, an operation. again{t the poft which gen. M<Dougall _ 
9ecu enpied, and, where a, confiderable quantity, of provi- 
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fions and ftores was depofitced: Av detachment 6f goo"17t 

men unde? col. Birdy was convoyed by the Brune frie 
“-gate to Peek’s-kill; near fifty miles from New York.’ 

They landed on the 23d of March. vis the general had Mar. 

but 2s0 men fit for duty, inftead of 600! to guard the *4 

place, which lay in a bottom and. was ‘fot ténable, he 

fired the principal ftore-howfes, and then quitred the 
town in order to occupy the important pafs through tHe 
highiands on the eaft fiderof the river, abotit two miles 
and a half diftant.. The-fire rendered ufeleis the only 
wharf where it was practicable to embark the remain 
ine f{tores in convenient time, which made it expedient 

_to deftroy the oreater part. Col Bird havine done it; 

and hearing a reinforcement was expected by the Ames 

ricans,| re-embarked the fame day. The lofs of tum) 

molaffes, flour, bifeuit, pork, beef, wheat, oats, hay,’ tals 
low, iron pots, camp kettles, canteens, bowls, nails, 
Waggons and carts, barracks, ftore-houfes, floops. and 
petiaugers laden with provifions, was very confiderable, 
far beyond what was given out by the Américans, though 
not of that importance and magnitude, as to anfwer the 
expectations of gen, Howe. Gen. Wathington had! re. 
peatedly guarded the commiffary againft fuffering any 
large quantities of provifions to lie near the watér, in 
' fuch places as were acceffable to the enemy’s thipping 5 
but he had: not been properly attended to, 

The want of mufkets occafioned a délay in: forward- 
ing the new troops from the Mafiachutetts: but many 
__ of the militia from that ftate weré perfuaded to remain 
_ at Morriftown for fome weeks longer than the fixed 
tame of fervice. Fifteen hundred of the new troops would 
have been upon their ‘march, but the géneral- court 
ee Be could » 


| 
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1777 could not fupply*them with arms. The. perplexity oc-. 
cafioned by this circumftance was however of fhort con-* 
tinuance. On the day of its commencement, or the 
following, a veffel of fourteen guns from France arrived 
at Portfmouth with 364 cafes, containing 11,987 ftand: 
fhe had alfo on board a thoufand barrels of powder, 
11,000 gun-flints, 48 bales of woollens, and a {mall 
quantity of handkerchiefs, cottons, linens, and other ar-. 
ticles. Congrefs were under a fimilar diftrefs with the 
Maffachufetts general court, as to the procuring of arms 
for gen. Wafhington’s army: but obtained a fimilar re- 

. i lief, by the arrival of a veffel, with 10,000 ftand, be-: 

_ fide a great number of gun-locks. Thefe feafonable 
arrivals will furnifh an ample fupply of arms: the main. 
difficulty will now be to get men to uf them. Doétor: 
Franklin arrived at Nantz the 13th of December. 

The brilliancy. of the fucceffes, which have attended: 
the. American’ arms fince laft Chriftmas, and their moft: 
happy confequences in changing the complexion of the 
times, muft raife the character. of gen. Wafhington as) 
highly in Europe as it has done in America; and may 
lead {anguine. {pirits, who are ftrangers to the real cir- 
cumftances of the country, to imagine that he will foon 
be able to drive all before him ; but it will require his 
utmoit abilities to act in fo defenfive a manner, as to fe- 
cure himéelf from injury, and at the fame time fruftrate 
the offenfive plans of the enemy. He is indeed-to have } 
the affiftance of a body of cavalry, which will be a 
confiderable advantage, 1id 

You will fcarce think it beneath Senate that when: 
the royal army had poffeffed themfelves of the Jerfeys, 
and the American affairs were at. the toweft ebb, there 


. | : was 
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was not a fingle-ftite, or’capital town or’ city, (if “not i777. 


wholly in the power of the enemy) that made advances 
toward fubmiffion. Burin the month of January, the’ 
tories rofe to a great head, in the counties of Somerfet 
and Woreefter, in the ftate of Maryland; fo that in the 
beginning of February, the congrefs were obliged toem-_ 
ploy feveral battalions (before they could march forward 
to join gen. Wafhington) ‘in fuppreffing the infurgents. 
Committees, from the four New England ftates, had 
a meeting; fince which their proceedings were laid be- 


fore congrefs; and the laft have refolved, “ That the Feb. 


plan for regulating the price of labor, of manufactures, 


and internal produce within thofe ftates, and of goods... 2: 


imported from foreign parts, except military ftores, be 
referred to the confideration of the other United States ; 
and that it be recommended to them to adopt fuch mea- 
fures, as.they fhall think molt expedient to remedy the 
evils. occafioned by the prefent fluctuating and exorbi- 
tant prices of the articles aforefaid:--That for this pur- 
pofe it be recommended to the legiflatures, or in their 
recefs, to the’ executive powers of the ftates of New 
York; New Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Delaware, Maryland, 
and Virginia, to appoint commiffioners to meet at York- 
town in Pennfylvania, on the third Monday in March 
next, to confider of and form a fyftem of regulation 
adapted to thofe ftates, to be laid before the refpective 
legiflatures of each ftate, for their approbation :-—That 
for the like purpofe, it be recommended to the legifla- 


tures, ‘or executive powers in the recefs of the legifla- 


tures of the ftates of North Carolina, South Carolina, 
and Georgia, to appoint commiffioners to meet at Charlef- 


town in South Carolina on the firft Monday in Mog 
next.” 


oe 
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pte ~ On the 27th congrefs adjourned to meet at Philadelo 
' phia the following Wednefday. Before adjourning they 
fecommiended to the feveral ftates, the paffing of: laws 
to put a {top to the diftilline of grain 3 
 Congrefs having difmiffed doftor Samuel Stringer, 


the army, (at the fame time they difmified Dr. Morgan) 

gén. Schuyler took offence at it, and éxpreffed himfelf 
unguardedly in fome of his official letters: upon fhat 
Mar. it was “ Refolved, That as congrefs procééded’ to thé 
* sdifinitiion of doéter Stringer, upon reafons fatisfatory 
to'themfelves, gen. Schuyler ought to havé known it to 

be his duty to have acquiefced therein :++T hat ' the fug4 
eéftion in gen. Schuyler’s letter to cong¥efs, that i€¢ was 


rory t6 the honor of conegtefs; and that the prefident 
bé defired to acquaint gen. Schuyler, that it is expected 
Ais letters for the future, be written in a ftylé more’ fuit- 
able to the dignity of the reprefentative body of thefe 


ttfere in difputes fubfifting among thé officers of the 
army, which ought to be fettled, unlefs they can bd — 
 otherwifé acconimodated, in a court martial; forte 
té: the rules of the army; and that the expreffion in gery 


‘he confidently expected congrefs would: havé done hint 
thar juttice, \ which it was in’ their powe¥ to give, and 
i ; which, 


777 hext.” Some of the New England ftates had paffed- 
acts for regulating prices, before thefe refolutions. © ~ 


director of the hofpital in the northern department of © 


a ¢compliment due to him to have been advifed of the - 
réafons of doctor Stringer’s difmiffion, is highly deréga> - 


Schuyler’s letter of the fourth of Febraafy=.” That — 


\ 


free and independent ftates, and to his own character as “4 
their officer :—Refolved, That it is altogether iniproper _ 
and’ inconfiftent with the dignity of this congrefs,. to ind” 
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which he humbly conceives they ought to have done 1777- 


_—were to fay the leaft, ill-advifed and highly indecent.” 


- “© Refolved, That gen. Wafhington be informed, that 24 


it never was the intention of congrefs, that he fhould | 
be bound by the majority of voices in a council of wart 
contrary to his own judgment:—That the commander 
in chief in every department be made acquainted, that 
though he may confult the general officers under him, 
yet he is not bound by their opinion; but ought finally 
to direct every meafure according to his own judgment.” 
In the month of’ January, gen. Howe difcharged all 
the privates, who were prifoners in New York. Great 
complaints are made of the horrid ufage the Americans. 
met with after they were captured, The garrifon of 
Fort Wafhington furrendered by capitulation to gen. 
Howe the 16th of November. The terms were, that 
the fort fhould be furrendered,. the troops be confidered 
prifoners of war, -and that the Asmerican officers fhould 
keep their baggage and fide arms. Thefe articles were 
figned. and. afterward publifhed in the New York papers. 
Major Otho Holland Williams, of Rawlings’s rifle re- 
giment, in doing his duty that day, unfortunately fell 
into the hands ofthe enemy. The haughty, imperious 
deportment of the officers, and the infolent feurrility of 
the foldiers of the Britith army, foon difpelled his hopes 
of Being treated with lenity. Many of the American 
officers were plundered of their baggage, and robbed of 
their fide arms, hats, cockades, &c. and otherwife grofsly 
 il-treated. He and three companions were (on the 
third day) put on board the Baltie-merchant, an hofpi- 
tal fhip, then lying in the Sound. The wretchednefS 
of his fituation. was:in fame degree alleviated; by a {mall 
pittance 
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1777. pittance of pork and parfhip, which a good-natured 
failor {pared him from his own mefs. The fourth day 
of their captivity, Rawlings, Hanfon, M‘Intire and him- 
felf, all wounded officers, were put into one common 
dirt cart, and dragged through the city of New York, 
as objects of derifion, reviled as rebels, and treated with 
the utmoft contempt. From the cart they were fet down 
at the door of an old wa/fe houfe (the remains of Ham- 
den Hall) near Bridewell, which, becaufe of the open- 

. nefs and filthinefs of the place, he had a' few months 
before refufed as barracks for his privates ; but now was 
willing to accept for himfelf and friends, in hopes of 
_. finding an intermiffion of the fatigue and perfecution 
at they had perpetually fuffered. Some provifions were 
iffued to the prifoners in the afternoon of that day, what 
quantity he could not declare, but it was of the wort 
quality he ever, till then, faw made ufe of. He-was in- 
formed the allowance confifted of fx ounces of pork, 
one pound of bifcuit, and fome peas per day for each 
man, and two bufhels and a half of fea-coal per week 
for the officers to each fire-place. Thefe were admitted 
on parole, and lived generally in wafte houfes. The 
privates in the coldeft feafon of the year were clofe con- 
fined in churches, fugar houfes, and other open build- _ 
ings (which admitted all kinds of weather) and confe- 
quently were fubjected to the fevereft kind of perfecu- 4 
_tion that ever unfortunate captives fuffered. Officers _ 
were infulted, and often ftruck for attempting to afford 
fome of the miferable privates a fmall relief. | In about 
three weeks he was able to walk, and was himfelf a wit-_ 


ftitutions 


see aes parade 
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ftitutions were not equal to the rigor of the treatment 
they received, and the confequence was the aie of 
many hundreds. The officers were not allowed to take 
mutter rolls, nor even to vifit their men, fo that it was 
impoffible to afcertain the numbers that perifhed; but 
from frequent reports and his own obfervations, he ve- 
rily believed, as well as had heard many officers give it 
as their opinion, that not lefs than fifteen hundred pri- 
foners perifhed in the’ courfe of a few weeks in the city 
of New York, and that this dreadful mortality was prin- 
cipally owing to the want of provifions and extreme cold. 
If they computed too largely, it muft be afcribed to the 
fhocking brutal manner of treating the dead bodies, and 
not to any defire of exaggerating the account of their 
fufferings. When the king’s commiffary of prifoners 
intimated to fome of the American officers, gen. Howe’s 
intention of fending the privates home on parole, they 
all earneftly defired it; a paper was figned exprefiing 
that defire: the reafon for figning was, they well knew 
the effects of a longer confinement, and the great num- 
bers that died when on parole juftified their pretenfions to 
that knowledge. In January almoft all the officers were 
fent to Long Ifland on parole, and there billetted on 
the inhabitants at two dollars per week *. 

The filth in the churches (in confequence of fluxes) 
was beyond defcription. Seven dead have been feen in 
one of them, at the fame time, lying among the excre- 
meats of their bodies. The Britith foldiers were full of 
their low and infulting jokes on thofe occafions, but le{s 


malignant than the tories. ‘The provifion dealt out to 


* The major’s letter to col. Harrifon, one of gen, i aaa ee 
fecretaries, after being exchanged for major Acland, 
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177 the prifoners was not fufficient for the fupport of life ; and | 
was deficient in quantity, more fo in quality. The bread 
_ was loathfome and not fit to be eaten, and was thought 
to have been condemned. ‘The allowance of meat was. 
trifling, and of the bafeft fort. The confequence was, 
a eae of a premeditated and fyftematical plan to 
deftroy the youths of the land, thereby to deter the- 
country. ‘I'he integrity of thefe fuffering prifoners was, 
hardly credible. ‘Hundreds fubmitted to death, rather a 
than inlift in the Britith fervice, which they were moft | 
* generally preffed to do. It was the opinion of the Ame- 
rican officers, that Gen. Howe perfectly underftood the 
condition of the private foldiers; and they from thence 
argued, that it was exactly fuch as he and his council 
had devifed. After gen. Wafhington’s fuccefs. in the 
Jerfeys, the obduracy and malevolence of the royalifts 
fubfided in fome meafure. The furviving prifoners were 
ordered to be {ent out for an exchange; but feveral of 
them fell down dead in the ftreets while attempting to 
walk to the veflels*. 
General Wafhington wrote to gen, Howe i In the be- 
ginning of April, “ It is a faét not to be queftioned, 
that. 7 ufage of our prifoners while in your poffeffion, 
the privates at leaft, was fuch as could not be juftified. 
This was proclaimed by the concurrent teftimony of all — 
who came out. Their appearance fanctified the affer- i, 
tion, and melancholy experience in the fpeedy death of 
a large part of them, ftamped it with infallible certainty.” 
The ih treatment of the prifoners being the {abies | 
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of. converfation among fome officers, captured by Sir Guy *777* 
Carleton, gen. Parfons, who was of. the company,. jaid 
< J] am very glad of it.” They exprefled their afto- 
nifhment, and defired him to explain himfelf. He thus 
addrefled them, ‘f, You have been taken by gen, Carleton, 
and he has ufed you with great humanity, would you 
be inclined to fight againf him?” The anfwer was, 
No. * So,” -added Parfons, ‘* would it have been, had 
the troops taken by Howe been treated in like manner: 
but now through this cruelty we shall get another army.” 
The honorable William Smith efq; * now at [laver. 
ftraw, learning how the Britifh ufed the prifoners, and 
concluding it would operate to that end by enraging the 
Americans, applied to the committee of the New York 
ftate, for leave to go into the city, and remonftrate 
with the Britifh upon fuch cruel treatment, which he 
doubted not but that he fhould put a ftop to. The 
committee however, either from knowing what effect 
the cruelties would have in ftrengthening the oppelition 
to Britain, or from jealoufies of his being, in fome other 
way, of differvice to the American caufe, or from thefe 
united, would not grant his requeft. Gen. Gates has 
been repeatedly heard to fay to the following purport— 
« Had gen. Howe feen to it, that the priloners, and 
Jerfey inhabitants, when fubdued, were treated with as 
much humanity and kindnefs as Sir Guy Carleton ex 
_ ercifed toward his prifoners, it would have been all up 
_. with the Americans.’ 
The. congrefs coramifMfioners for treating with the In- 
-dians of the fix nations, and their brethren on the Sut 
phan have had repeated meetings with them. They 


i Since appointed chief juftice of Canada, - peter 
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Adam, an Oghuaga Sachem, made mention of the line — 
that was fettled between the Indians and whites at the’ 
treaty at Fort Stanwix ; and obferved, that by the agree- 
ment the whites were not to encroach upon their lands ; 
but that of late fome of the white people had made en- 
croachments by furveying their hunting grounds, clofe 
up to their habitations. He defired the commiffioners 
to confider it, and hoped for redrefs. They affured the 
Indians, that the great council at ‘Philadelphia would 
effectually put a {top to fuch wicked praétices, and pu- 
nifh every perfon that fhould offend againft their orders. 
“ If any perfons (fay they) fhall come upon your lands, 
we defire you will immediately bring them to the mini- _ 
iter, that he may write down their names and inform us _ 
of it, and then we fhall immediately proceed againft — 
them. Brothers, you may all reft affured, that no white 
people will be fuffered to pafs the line fettled at Fort 
Stanwix ; for although that agreement was made with 
the king, yet as you are fatisfied with it, we thall take 
care that it is complied with.” Since then, fome > of the 
Indians have complained of a number of people, who * 
have gone over the line, and fettled on the weft branch — 

of the Sufquehanna, contrary to the Fort Stanwix treaty ; 3 
and threatened they would not fuffer them to ftay. The 
people have not any legal claim to the ground in the 
opinion of the commiffioners; who fuppofe that col: 
Butler, upon coming to Niagara, feized upon this affair 
as a fit inftrument to Peres a difference. But the dif. 
ference, it is hoped, will be prevented by a late treaty 
at Eafton, which ended February the fixth to mutual 
fatisfaction. The commiffioners fay, “ We.remember 
the 
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the agreement at Fort Stanwix. Our people ought not i777. 


to have bought, and your people not to have fold lands 
contrary to the former agreement. We blame both, 
We will tell this matter to congrefs, who will inquire, 
and not fuffer the old agreement to be broken by any 
of their people. They will call the intruders back, and 
do ftri€t yuftice to both fides.” The Indians feemingly 
mean to adhere fteadily to their engagements of neu- 
trality ; and abfolutely proteft againft either the enemy 
marching through their country by way of Niagara, to 
attack’ the united {tates ; or the army of the latter march- 
ing that way to attack their enemy. 

"The Americans were not in readinefs to begin their 
naval hoftilities at a diftance from their own coatts till 
late in the laft year. That circumftance however, was 
of no great difadvantage, by reafon of an unexpected 

occurrence. ‘The difcovery of an intended confpiracy 
among the negroes of Jamaica, detained the fleet till af- 
_ ter the cuftomary time of failing. Through this deten- 
tion, it failed at a feafon that was accompanied with 
much tempeftuous weather, which fcattered the fhips, 

and expofed them to fuch American cruifers, as lay ih 
wait for them in the latitudes through which they were 


was, that many of them were taken by the American 
privateers, The trade from the other iflands fuffered 
. proportionably ; fo that by the clofe of the year, the Bri- 
tith lofs in captures, exclufive of tranfports and govern- 
ment ftore-fhips, was confiderably higher than a million 
fterling. The privateers were at no difficulty as to the 
| difpofal of their prizes. The ports-of France and Spain, 
| efpecially the firft, were open to them, both in Europe; 
fy or, Ll. Ef and 


to pafs in their voyage homeward. The confequence. 


43. 


a 
¥ 


oy 


SS Sa = = oases ~ 5 reset ee wr - —— : 
SS ES a Saas a eS 33 


peter Ree ASE = 


TAPE: WUST ORY .OF TILE 


1777 and in their American dominions. In the laft the caps. 


tors fold them openly, without any colour of difguife. 
On remonftrances from the Britifh court, a little more. 
decorum was obferved in Europe, and a check given 
to. the avowed fale of them; fora while they were obliged 
to quit the harbours, and were purchafed at the entrance, — 
or in the offing. But in the Weft India Iflands the — 
real inclinations of the French were undifguifed. They 
not only purchafed the prizes as faft as they could be 
brought into port: they moreover fitted out privateers, — 
under American colours and commiffions, and with a - 


- few American feamen on board (at times probably not 


any) carried on a war upon the Britifh commeree.., 
Though many have been the captures made by the 
fhips and armed vefitls of the Britifh navy, they have 
not counterbalanced, either in number or value, thofe 
taken by.the Americans from Great Britain. Several, 
of them indeed were laden with flour,.and other articles 
for the trade of the Weft Indies; and fo proved a timely 
relief to the Britifh iflands, which were fuffering much, — 
through the deprivation they lay under, of thofe various © 
fupplies with which they had been betore furnifhed from 
the American continent. | pa | 
The minifterialifts at New York will undoubtedly. 


-anvule the nation with accounts of the thoufands, who 


have formed themfelves into military corps under the ~ 


aufpices of gen. Sir. Wilham Howe, as he is now to be 
ftiled from the honor.conferred upon him, for -his: fuck 
cefs.on Long Ifand. . But when the campaign comes 7 
to be opened by Sir Willianma, you wil find that. they 
are reduced to hundreds ; and that the acquifition obi 
ftrength derived from the country, whatever flattering — 
ap 
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appearance it may have upon paper, is no wife anfwer- p47. 


able to the report.» Gov. Tryon may parade in black 
and white before lord George Germain, with his two 
thoufand nine hundred and feventy inhabitants of New 
York, who have qualified by taking an oath of allegi- 
ance and fidelity to his majefty.. By the aid of the 
mayor, he may increafe them to three thoufand-and 
‘twenty. He may add thofe attefted on Staten ifland and 
elfewhere, and make the whole amount to five thoufand 
fix hundred men. He may alfo tell of the loyal inha-~ 
bitants of Queen’s county, who have received eight 
hundred {tand of arms, with demonftrations of joy, and 
with a profeffed refolution to ufe them in defence of the 
ifland *.. But the fervice they will be of to government, 
in the great American conteft, will benext to nought. 

The Georgia reprefentatives, met in convention, una- 
nimoufly agreed in a conftitution for that ftate, on the 
gth of February. 
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London, Fune'7, 1777. 
Frrenp -G. 


R. Sayer fued lord Rochford, in the court of 1776 


Common Pleas, about this time twelvemonth, 
for illegal imprifonment; the jury granted him a thou- 


-* See his letter publifhed in the Gazette, and in the Remem- 
_brancer, vol. V. p. rol. 
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¥776.fand pound damages, fubje€t to the opinion of the 
court upon a point of law. Thus ended an affair, which 
in the commencement occafioned a great buftle among 

the people. . 
~ An unaccountable inairerenee pofieffed the nation, 
through the laft fummer. When at length the Ameri= | 
can cruifers, not only fcoured the Atlantic, but fpread- 


ing over the European feas, brought alarm and hoftility 
to our doors—when the deftruction which befell the’ 
homew ard bound richly laden Weft India fleets, poured 
equal ruin upon the planters in the iflands, and the mer- 
chants at home—even in that flate of public lofs and 
private diftrefs, an unufual phlegm’ prevailed, and the 
fame tranquil countenance was preferved, by thofe who 
had not yet partaken of the calamity. . | 
Adminiftration had acquired fuch an appearance of © 
{tability, as feemed to render them, for fome confider- 
able time to come, fuperior to the frowns of fortune.” : 
Supported by an irrefiftible majority in parliament, oe 
were already armed with every power, which they were. 
capable of defiring for the eftablifhment of their Ame- — 
rican fyftem. But the conduct of the French and Pg 
nia€ds gave them juft caufe of alarm. The French and ~ 
Spanilh miniftry not only connived at the encourage-__ y 
ment given to the American privateers, but filled the | 
_ports-of both kingdoms, with fuch indications as de- 
noted that objects: of far higher and more dangerous, : 
importance were in contemplation. The naval prepa-_ 
rations carried on by the houfe of Bourbon, became at 
length fo formidable, that fixteen Britith fhips of the 
2s. line were fuddenly put into commiffion; and the ufual 
methods taken for manning them, by a very hot unexs 
pected 
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pected prefs, and the opening of houfes of rendezvous 177% 
for fuch feamen, as would enter voluntarily upon the 
proffered bounty. Some days after, a proclamation was 
iffued for a general faft through Eneland and Wales, to 
be obferved the 13th of December following. 

The news of gen. Howe’s fuccefs on Long Ifand, 
gave the higheft fatisfaction to adminiftration, and the 
ftrongeft hopes of the moit decifive good confequences. 

The meffenger of the operations had been but two 
days in London, before a title and badge of honor was 
beftowed upon the general. 

_ On the laft of October the feffion of parliament was 
opened. The royal fpeech feemed to breathe indigna- 
tion and refentment again{t the people of America; and 
the receipt of affurances of amity from the feveral courts 
of Europe was ftill acknowledged. When the.addrefs . 
of the houfe of commons in anfwer to it was produced, 
an amendment was moved for by lord John Cavendith, 
and fupported by a fpeech perhaps the moft remarkable 
of any that had been delivered fince the commencement 
of the troubles, for the freedom and pointednefs with 
which it was exprefled. It entered into a comprehen- 
five view of the conduct of the Britifh miniftry refpect- 
ing America; and reproached them with the purfuit of 
{chemes formed for the reduction and chaftifement of a 
party, fuppofed to confift of fome inconfiderate and fac- 
tious men, but which had, in the iffue, driven thirteen 
large colonies into an open and armed refiftance. Every 
act of parliament, it faid, propofed as a mean of pro- 
curing peace and fubmiffion, had proved, on the con- 
trary, a new caufe of oppofition and hoftility. The na- 
tion was now almoft inextricably involved in a bloody 
int 2 | Said 
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1776 and expenfive civil war, which threatened to exhauft 
the ftreneth of the Britifh dominions, and to lay them 
open to the moft deplorable calamities. No hearing 
‘had -been given to the reiterated petitions of the colo-. 
nies, nor any ground laid for a reconciliation, the 


commiffioners nominated for the purpofe of reftoring 
_ ‘peace, not being furnifhed with fufficient powers to bring a | 
about fo defirable an end. It obferved, that it muft 
have been expected, that the American feamen and fifher- 


men, being indifcriminately prohibited from the peace- 
able exercife of their occupations and declared open. 
enemies, would betake themfelves to plunder, and wreak 
their vengeance on the commerce of Great Britain. 
After a variety of other obfervations, it concluded with 
declaring“ We fhould look with the utmoft fhame_ 
and horror, upon any events that would tend to’ break 
the fpirit of any part of the Britifh nation, and to bow 
them to an abject, unconditional f{ubmiffion to any power » 
whatfoever; to annihilate their liberties, and to fubdue 
them to fervile principles and paffive’habits, by the force 7 
of foreign mercenary arms; becaufe amidft the excefles 
and abufes which have happened, we muft refpeé& the | 
{pirit and principles operating in thefe commotions. Our = 
wifh is to regulate, not te deftroy them; for though dif ' 
fering in fome circumftances, thofe very principles evi- 
dently bear fo exact an analogy with thofe which fupport _ 
the moft valuable part of our own conftitution, that it 
is impoffible, with any appearance of juftice, to think — 
of wholly extirpating them by the fword, in any. part of 
the Britifh dominions, without admitting confequences, | 
and eftablifhing precedents the moft dangerous to the 
liberties of this kingdom.” Debates pro and eon fuc-- 
ceeded, 
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ceeded. ~Tt was. the fame in the houfe of lords, where 17750 


the sai nie underwent a no leis fevere {crutiny. 

Since the .declaration of independence, t the debates in 
parliament are lef interefting to the Americans than for- 
merly, brevity in the account of them will therefore be 
moft acceptable. The oppofition faid---“ What can 
minifters mean by affurances of friendly and pacific fen- 
timents from abroad? Poor politicians muft they be, 
who depend upon fuch affurances, in the beft of times, 
from thofe quarters whence they now come. Old grudges 
are not fo eafily forgotten; and this nation has every 
thing to apprehend from thofe to whom it has done fo 
much mifchief in the laft war. Refentment and ambi- 
tion will go hand in hand Lae this occafion, and will 
not lofe fo fair an opportunity of revenge, as that which 
is opened by this fatal quarrel between Great Britain 


and her colonies. ‘The preparations of thofe powers 
fec 


who fpeak fo friendly a language are no iecret; their 


partiality to the Americans fhows their intentions to this 
country; their encouragement to the privateers, which 
are capturing the Britifh merchantmen, is a fufficient 
earneft of the defigns that are upperm soft in their coun- 


cils, and is but a prelude to what we are to expect, as 
_ foon as circumftances have brought their plans to ma- 


turity. A war with the whole houfe of Bourbon, and 
perhaps with other powers, will be the inevitable confe« 
quence of continuing hoftilities in America; but fuch a 
war at prefent, will no longer refemble thofe we have 


| formerly waged with the princes of that family. Pow- 


erful as they were at that time, they will {till be much 
more formidable now that the ftrength of America will 
be thrown into their feale. It is a forrowful, but a true 
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an inftrument in the hands of our natural enemies, with 
which moft effectually to diftreis the other. Impelled 
by thefe cogent reafons, it is the duty of every man who 
_ feels them, to oppofe an addrefs, approving of meafures 
which muft, if perfifted in, terminate in calamities, that 
will give fuch deadly wounds to Britain, as may prove | 
_ incurable, and bring her to fuch a ftate of debility, as 
will, from one of the firft powers in the world, reduce — 
her to — but a fecondary rank among the nae 
nations.’ 
Adminiftration urged in favor of the addrefs—*« Mee | 
thing. is recommended by it, that tends to opprefs the 
Americans: no more is required of them than a return » 
‘to the fame obedience, which every other fubject is)c. 
bound to pay. “Is it confiftent with the wifdom of the 
nation, to throw away the fruits of the infinite cares and 
expences it has beftowed upon the colonies, while any — 
hope remains of reclaiming them from their defection 2 — 
Fo give them up, will be to refign the wealth, the 
ftrength, and the importance of Great Britain: thefe are — 
evidently at ftake in the prefent conteft: fhould the iffue | 
of it be contrary to what is hoped by all well withers 
to their country, its fall and degradation will be the ne. _ 
ceflary confequence. The feafon for arguing’ is ever. — 
‘The Americans have bid us defiance, and are become _ 
‘our enemies: the {word is therefore to decide: it is now | 
to be feen, whether we can reduce them to obedience by 
fuperior force. It is time to affert our national dignity 
and fupremacy 5 we are in full ftreneth and vigor; the 
refources of the. country are far from being exh ft ‘ 
They cannot be employed upon’a more critical and ne 
ceflary 
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ceffary occafion than the prefent. The fuccefies of the 1476. 
jaft campaign in America, afford a well grounded pro- 
{pec of fettling affairs to our fatisfaction. A fpirited 
profecution of the bufinefs in hand will {peedily conclude 
it. Much is threatened from abroad, and great terrors 
are held out, and we are told that occafion will be taken 
from _thefe unhappy broils, to do Great Britain irre- 
parable damage. But the prudence of government has 
fully obviated thefe objections. A fufficient force is 
preparing to face all dangers at home; and the profpe- 
rity of our arms abroad has, it is well known, caft a 
damp on all the partifans of the Americans throughout 
Europe. However well they may with them, the moft 
inveterate of our foes will not venture to engage in fo 
diftant a quarrel, until they fee better figns of its termi- 
nating to the advantage of our opponents. We are 
now in the career of victory; and it will betray weak- 
nefs to be driven out of it by mere apprehenfions. ‘The 
people at large are now greatly alienated from the Ame- 
ricans : however they might once’ have been inclined to 
favor them, they are full of refentment at their late 
conduct. ‘The declaration of ndapendence has eneely 
altered their opinion of the colonifts.”’ 

The conclufion of the debates was, the carrying of 
the addrefs in the houfe of lords by g1 votes to 26; 
and in the houfe of commons by 232 to 83. The de- 
claration of independence loft the Americans many ad- 
vocates; but the great bulk of thofe who had hitherto 
efpoufed their caufe, dreaded the fuccefs of minifterial 
meafures againft them, from an apprehenfion of the 
danger which would refult from it to the liberties of 
this country. ‘They were therefore; before and after the 

¢ opening 
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1776 opening of the feffion, indefatigable in reprefenting the 
neceflity of putting an end to a difpute, which they 
confidered as ruinous in every fhape, whether the Britifh 
arms did or did not prevail. 

Nov. A motion was made in the houfe of commons by lord 

| "5 John Cavendih, for a revifal of all thofe a@s by which _| 

the colonies thought themfelves aggrieved. It was 
grounded on a paragraph in the declaration of the com- 
miffioners given at New York, the 19th of September, 
in which mention is made of “ the king’s being moft 
gracioufly pleafed to concur in the tevifal of all aéts by — 
which his fubjects in the colonies may think themfelves 
aggrieved.” The motion was oppofed with great 
warmth; and in the fequel of the debate, it was afferted 
by miniftry, that until congrefs had refcinded the de- 
claration of independence, no treaty could be entered 
into with America. Such an affertion was feverely cen= 
fured by oppofition, as being no lefS than a denuncia- 
tion of war, and all its calamities, unlef§ the Americans ‘ 
implicitly admitted the principal point in Hitigation, — 
without any preliminary ftipulation. The motion was 
rejected by a majority of 109 to 47. This rejection 
exafperated the minority fo violently, that a part of them 
avowedly withdrew whenever any queftions relating to | 
America were propofed, and from this period left the 
 houfe to the full and undifturbed pofieffion of the ma-~ 
jority. 

They juftified this feceffion, by alleging, that an at- 
tendance on thefe matters was nugatory; the weight of 
numbers was irrefiftible, and baffled all areuments. dt 
was a degrading office alway to contend with a certainty’ 

_of being defeated. There was a time when reafoning 
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was liftened to, and had its due influence; but as expe- 1776 
rience had fhown, that time was no more, it was wifer 
to acquiefce in filence, than to undergo the fatigue of 
a fruitlefs oppofition. “Phe feafon was not yet come for 
the nation to be undeceived. It was the intereft of fo 
many to continue the deception, that. it would laft till 
an accumulation of calamities had oppreffed the public 
fo as to be felt by all degrees. Such amazing numbers 
were benefited by the meafures of miniftry, that till de- 
feats, difappointments, and loffes of every kind, had 
difabled them from purfuing their fchemes any longer, 
they were fure of a ready fupport from thofe whom they 
employed in their execution. For thefe reafons they 
judged it neceffary to refufe their prefence to tranfactions 
which they difapproved, and could not hinder: but 
whenever they perceived that adverfity had, as ufual, 
opened the eyes of men, they would then come forth 
anew, and endeavour, if poffible, to remedy the evils 
which it was not at prefent in their power to prevent. 


The ftrength of miniftry was now fo decifive, that 1777. 
whatever was propofed, was immediately approved, and - 
carried without any oppofition or debate. 

A bill was brought in for granting letters of marque 
and reprifals againft the Americans. ‘T’his was followed 
by another to empower the crown to fecure fuch perfons 
as were accufed, or fufpected of high treafon (com- 
mitted either in America or at fea) or of piracy. By 
the provifions of this bill, they were liable to be detained 
in cuftody without bail or trial, while the law continued 
in force: it.was referved folely to the privy council, to 
admit them to either, His majefty was alfo empowered 
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1777+ by warrant, to appoint one or more places of confne- 
ment within the realm, for the cuftody of fuch prifoners. 
‘This bill fpread a general alarm through the metro- 
polis; and a petition was prefénted by the city againt | 
it, condemning the meafures propofed in it, as violent 
and unconttitutional, fubverfive of the facred and fun- 
damental rights of the people, fubjecting them to the 
moft cruel oppreffion and bondage, and introduétive of 
_ every {pecies of mifchief and confufion. The petition 
was ordered to lie upon the table; but probably made 
way for the introduétion of a provifional claufe, enacting — 
‘© that no offences fhall be conftrued to be piracy within 
the meaning of the att, except acts of felony com- 
mitted on the fhips and goods of his majefty’s fubjects 
by perfons on the high feas.” 
The bill however, did not pafs without oppofition and 
fevere animadverfion. It was faid, that it armed mi- 
nifters with an unconftitutional and dangerous. power, 
A mere pretended fufpicion or foolith credulity, in a— 
mercenary tool of a minifterial magiftrate, might render "i 
the inhabitants of above half the empire liable to impri-_ i 
; fonment without bail or mainprife. It did not require 
an oath, nor that the parties fhould be heard in their 
own juftification, nor confronted with the witneflés, nor _ 
that two witneffes fhould be deemed necefi: lary for the i 
colourable ground of a commitment. The few who Op- — 
poled it, contended that no lawful or obvious reafon — 
fubfifted for invefting the crown with fo unufual a power, 
Such an extraordinary meafure could only be tolerated — 
in cafes of great domeftic danger, when .the realm or 
conftitution were immediately threatened; but neither 
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of thefe could be pleaded in the prefent inftance. After 1777+ 


a long debate, the bill paffed by a majority of 195 to 
43. The oppofition would have been ftronger, but the 
feceding party would not afford their affiftance. 

« Before this aét, every man putting his foot on 
Englifh ground, every ftranger, even a negro flave, be- 
came as free as every other man who breathed the fame 
air with him. As things now ftand, every man in the 


Welt Indies, every inhabitant of three unoffending pro- 
~-yinces on the American continent, every perfon coming 
- fom the Eaft Indies, every gentleman who has travelled 
- for his health or education, every mariner who has navi-~ 


gated the feas, is, for no other offence, under a tempo- 
rary profcription *.” | 


The two bills received the royal affent on the third of Mar. 


March. 
Toward the clofe of the laft year, and in the be- 
ginning of the’ prefent, much confufion, apprehenfion, 


} 


and fufpicion, was excited by the machinery of a wretched 
enthufiaft and incendiary, fince well known by the ap- 
pellation of Yobn the Painter, but whole .real name was 
James Aitken, born at Edinburgh and bred a painter— 
a moft profligate and abandoned villain. 

After having committed the moft atrocious crimes, he 


fhipped himfelf of for America, where he continued’ 


about two years, and from whence he returned in March 
1776. The violence of the language and fentiments 
then held in political matters, by the people among ‘whom 


| he lived, gave birth to that enthufiaftic madnefs, which 


afterward became fo dangerous. Under its baneful in- 


fuence he returned to England with the moft dreadful 


# Mr, Edm. Burke’s letter to the fherifis of Briftol. 
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daft December, The next month, while party anole 
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ey 


the defign of fubverting, in his own fingle perfon, that q 
power which he fo much abhorred, by fetting fire to the. 
dock-yards, and burning the principal pada cities and 
towns, with their fhipping of whatfoever fort, fo far as. 
it could poffibly be done. He conftruéted fire-works, 
machines and combutftibles for the purpofe, but was. 
ftrangely unfuccefful in all his attempts. Owing to — 
this failure in his machines, the nation was providentially” iY 
faved from receiving fome dreadful, or irretrievable ¥ 
fhock. He however fucceeded in fetting fire to the if 
rope-houfe in the yard at Portfmouth, the beginning of 


‘ 


diftnion prevailed among the inhabitants of Briftol, he 
attempted, firft to burn the fhipping, and afterward the 
city, He fucceeded only fo far as to fet fire to fome 
warehoufes near the. key, fix or feven of which were 
confumed.. He was foon after his departure from Briftol 
taken up on fome fufpicious circumftances; and being - 
circumvented by one Baldwin another painter, the whole ¥ 
{cene of iniquity was brought to light. Baldwin pre-: 3 
tended to fympathize with him under his misfortunes, 4 
and to hold principles fimilar to his own; and éften ~ “ 
vifited him, till he at length obtained his confidence. and | ( 
drew from him the hiftory of his crimes. He told. 
Baldwin, that he had been in France, and eet Mr. Silas 
Deane, who had given him fome money; had encberaelill 
him to fet fire to the dock-yards at Portimouth, Ply~ 2 
mouth, &c. as the beft means of diftref ing Great Brin 
tain; and had promifed to reward him according tothe 
fervice he fhould do to the American caufe.- He faid,. 


that. Deane, as-an earneft of what fhould. follow, had 


» 


given i 
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given him a recommendation to, and bills upon a mer- 
chant in London, to the amount of 300]. which how- 
ever he had found it neceflary to burn to prevent a dif- 
covery ; and that in confequence of this encouragement 
he procured a pafsport from the French king. He was 

condemned at Winchefter affizes, and executed at P Portf- 
mouth dock-gate the tenth of March, and then hung 
inchains. While he lay at Winchefter after condemna- 
tion, and before being taken away to execution, he de- 
nied his having recommendations and bills, and burning 
the fame. It was while working at Titchfield in Hamp- 


fhire, that he conceived the idea of {fetting fire to the 


dock yards. He then went, as he faid, to France, and 
applied to Mr. Deane, who told him, that when the 
work. wes done he fhould be rewarded. He added, that 
on his return, and after fetting fire to the rope-yard at 
Portfmouth, he went to London and waited on Doctor 
Bancroft, to whom he had a verbal recommendation 
from Mr. Deane, but that the doctor gave him no 
countenance, and did not approve of his conduct. 
Wher gen. Lee’s capture came to be known by the 

gazette of February the twenty-fifth, the rejoicing in 
Great Britain on the occafion was great. Perfonal ani- 
mofities contributed not a little to the triumph and ex- 
ultation it produced.. But the fame gazette furnithed 
more than.a.counterpoife to the joy, in the accounts it 
contained of gen. Wafhington’s {ucceffes at Trenton and 


Princeton. 
The name of Lee reminds me of Mr. <thur Lee. 


‘The latter received timely notice of the acts of congrefs, 


fo as to withdraw and get to Paris a few days after Dr. 
Franklin’s arrival. While in England he was particu- 
larly 
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1777 larly commiffioned by a certain body, and that under . 
every facred promife of fecrefy, to make difcoveries and | 
tranfmit them to America: he was alfo perfonally con-_ 
fulted by Monfieur Caron de Beawmarchais upon a pro- 
ject, which the latter had formed, of eftablithing a com- 
mercial houfe, fufficiently powerful and fpirited, to ha- | 
zard the rifks of the fea and enemy 1n carrying ftores 
and merchandife for the American troops. A correfpon- _ 
dence was afterward opened between them: and on the 
aiftof June 1776, Mr. Lee, under the name of Mary 
Johnfton, wrote in cyphers to Mr. Beaumarchais, that 
the army of Great Britain in America would confift of — 
forty thoufand men, and their fleet of a hundred fhips, — 
and but two only of feventy-four guns. He advifed the. 
difpatching fecretly ten large fhips of war to the Cape 
or Martinico; and their joining the American fleet, 
fcouring the American coaft, and deftroying the whole 
-Britith fleet difperfed as it would be, upon which fuccefs 3 
the land: army could be eafily defeated. “ By this _ 
ftroke,” fays he, “ the Engelifh fleet will be mortally — 
wounded. Do you fear that this will kindle a war be- _ 
tween the two nations? But how will England be able 
to fupport a war without fleets, without colonies, with- | 
out feamen, without refources ? On the contrary, if you 
fuffer America to fall again under the dominion of Eng. 
land, the latter will be for ever invincible? ‘If this _ 
propofal was communicated to the French minifter, it hi 
was adjudged too venturous to be profecuted. Though 
France mutt, for her own intereft, with to have the 
American ftates perpetually feparated from Great Bri- 
tain, yet the court will be cautious of rifking a rupture’ - 
with this country till the profpects of fuccefS are ex- 
tremely | 
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tremely encouraging. This accounts for the French !777 


_king’s iffuing out, about the month of February, a pro- 
clamation, prohibiting the fale of Englifh prizes, taken 
by American privateers, in any of the ports of France: 
but as the purchafe of them is not prohibited, and the 
fale of them only in the ports, the Americans will find 
no difficulty in difpofing of them to Frenchmen. The 
police of France is fo well conftructed, that they can 
_eafily convey to the extremities of the kingdom, the 
views and fentiments of the court, and fecure a ready 
compliance with them. It is only for the minifter to 
| give the farmers-general his inftructions; and for them, 
through their lines of connection with every province, 
city, town and village, to diftribute their directions ; on’ 
which the inhabitants of the moft diftant parts will think, 
-fpeak and aét mechanically, in unifon with their betters’ 
at Verfailles. 

On the 20th of February, the Britifh ambaffador at 
the Hague, prefented a memorial to their high mighti- 
neffes containing various complaints; and clofing with 
-an exprefs demand of a formal difavowal of the’ falute 
| by Fort George at St. Huftatia, to the American flag, 
and of the difmiffion and immediate recall of the gover- 
nor; followed by a-further declaration, that till that fa- 
tisfaction was given, they were not to expect’ that his 


| majefty would fuffer himfelf to be amufed by mere af- 
furances, or would delay one inftant to take fuch mea- 

fures as he fhould think due to the interefts and dignity 
of his crown. Their high mightinefies difdaining the 
| {pirit and manner of the complaint, paffed by the am- 
affador (Sir Jofeph Yorke) and alio the fecretary of 
ftate, and commanded their minifter at London, the 
Vor, Il, Gg count 
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1777+ count de Walderen, to addrefs himfelf dire€tly to the 


king, and to deliver their anfwer into his own hands; 
which was done March the 26th. They complained of. 
the reproaches contained in the ambaffador’s memorial, 


and the menacing tone which reigns in it, ftrained be-’ 
yond what ought to take place between two fovereign 


and independent powers. They did not difguife the: 
poignant fenfation with which it had imprefied them. 
They afterward mentioned their having ordered the 20- 


vernor home to give the neceflary information of what had 
paffed ; and their refolution to difavow every act or mark 


( 


/ 


of honor that actually intended in the leaft degree to re=_ 


cognife the independence of the North American colo-: 
nies. On the rothof April, lord Suffolk, by letter, af= 
fured the count, that his majefty accepted with fatisfac= 


tion the memorial he had addrefled to him; but that 


his majefty could not perceive in Sir Jofeph Yorke’s me-_ 
morial, any thing contrary to what ought to take place — 


between fovereigns and independent sie a in the weigheg 
circumftances in queftion. 
In February and April, Mefirs. Franklin and Deane 


fent to lord Stormont, two letters on the fubjeéts oft 
an exchange of Britifh feamen, prifoners in the hands 


oe 
of the captain of an American frigate, for an equal num- 


ber of American feamen prifoners in England; and of 
the cruel treatment the American prifoners meet with in 


Europe, in being either compelled by chains, ftripes and ? 


famine, to fight againft their friends and relations, or fent 


to Africa and Afia, remote from all probability of ex-_ 


change. They had for anfwer—‘“ ‘The king’s ambaf- 
fador receives no applications from rebels, unlefs they | 
fain to implore his majefty’s mercy,” They Pipaeances 

: | ‘it 


\ 


‘bring about a reconciliation between Great Britain and 


_.Chatham had been prevented of late, by his advanced 
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it an indecent paper, and returned it for his lordfhip’s 1777 
nore mature confideration. The, news of gén, Clin- 
ton’s being created a knight of the Bath, will be no other- 
wife important to the Americans, than as a direction 
how to addrefs him in future. 
A freth effort was made in the houfe of lords, to 


her colonies, as they are ‘here ftill called. ‘The earl of 


age and infirm ftate of health, from taking an active 
part in the difputes of the houfe. But viewing with 
concern the dangers which menaced the ‘kingdom, he 
determined again to come forth from his retreat, and 
endeavour to influence the contending parties to liften to 
terms of accommodation. On the joth of May,. he May 
entered the houfe wrapped in flannel, and bearing a crutch 3° 
in each hand. His lordfhip, fitting in his place and 
with his head covered, delivered a fpeech wherein he 
explained the grounds of the motion he was about to 
make. He recapitulated and reprobated ‘the meafurés 
which had been taken with the Amer icdns, from the 
voting away of their property without their confent, to 
the attempting of their congueft by the aid of German 
mercenaries. Fie endeavoured to thow the abfurdity 
of relying longer on the force of arms, and very pathe- 
tically preffed the neceffity of a {peedy conciliation. Af. 
ter fpeaking for fifty minutes, he moved for an addrefs 
to the throne, “ moft humbly to advif@ his majefty to 
take the moft fpeedy and effectual meafures for putting 
a {top to hoftilities upon the only juft and folid founda- 
tion, namely, the removal of accumulated grievances ; 


and to affure his majefty, that the houfe will enter upen 
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i797.this great and neceffary work with cheerfulnefs and dif. 
patch, in order to open to his majefty the only means 
i of regaining the affection of the Britifh colonies, and of 
a fecuring to Great Britain the commercial advantages of 
4 thofe invaluable poffeffions ; fully perfuaded, that to heal 
and redrefs will be more prevalent over the hearts of 
penerous and free born fubjeéts, than the rigors of. 
chaftifement and the horrors of civil war, which have 
hitherto ferved only to fharpen refentments and confoli- 
date union, and if continued, muft end finally in dif- 
folving all ties between Great Britain and the colonies.” 

This brought on an interefting and animated debate, 
which terminated in the queftion’s being put, when lord 

«  Chatham’s motion was rejected by a majority of g9 to 
28., Thé miniftry had obtained all they wanted from_ 
parliament ; were confident in their own conceit, and in 
the fuccefs of their meafures ; and would attend to no 
remonftrances of reafon. * 

The general afflembly of the church of Scotland, in” 
an addrefs to his majefty, among many expreffions of — 
loyalty declared, that, fenfible of their own felicity, they 
obferved with concern the firft appearances of a turbu-_ 
lent and ungovernable fpirit among the people of North 
America; that they had with aftonifhment contemplated 
its alarming progrefs; and beheld fellow fubjects, who 
enjoyed in common with them, the bleflings of his — 
‘majefty’s mild adminiftration, take yp arms in oppofi- - 
tion to lawful.authority, difclaim the fupremacy of the 
Britifh legiflature, reject with difdain the means of con- 
ciliation, and labor to erect their unlawful confederacy 
into feparate ftates. They then, with reverence and 
gratitude to Divine Providence, offer their congh fu 


7 . 


es 


AMERICAN REVOLUTION, 453 


tions for the fuccefs which has attended the fleets and 1777> 
armies, that have been employed to oppofe the violence 
of rebellious fubjects, and to reclaim them to a fenf 
of their duty; and conclude with acknowledging it their 
immediate duty, in the prefent fituation of public af- 
fairs, to increafe their diligence, not only in confirming 
the people under their care in fentiments of loyalty, but 
by inciting them to fuch reformation in their hearts and 
lives, as will avert from their country thofe judgments 
which their iniquities juftly deferve. 

His majefty went to the houfe of peers, and after June 
giving his royal affent to a number of bills, clofed the ~ 
feffion with a fpeech, which finifhed with faying, « My 
lords and gentlemen, I truft in Divine Providence, that 
by a well-concerted and vigorous exertion of the great 


force you have put into my hands, the operations of 
this campaign, by fea and land, will be bleffed with fuch 
fuccefs as may moft effectually tend to the fuppreffion 
of the rebellion in America, and to the re-eftablifhment 
| of that conftitutional obedience which all the fubjects of 
a free {tate owe to the authority of the law.” 

In the beginning of May, a captain Cunningham, in 
a privateer fitted out from Dunkirk, took and carried 
into that port the Britith packet going to Holland. Not 
| underftanding thoroughly the bufinefs on which he was 
fent, and being hurried, he was not careful to fecure in- 
ftantly, upon the capture of the veffel, the packet in- 
trufted with the king’s meffenger, which he therefore 
miffed of; but the mail was taken and forwarded -to the 
| American commiffioners at Paris, Adieu, 
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Roxbury, Olfober 30, 1.777: 
Li 
0777 BE not furprifed at reading, that there is in the 
United States, one enemy more formidable than 
famine, peftilence and the fword—a prevailing corrup- 


tion in American hearts, a depravity more incompatible. 
with their republican governments than darknefs with 
light. Such languor and fupinenels reigns every where, 
sthat they feem unable to effect any point, though ever 
{o important and interefting. In the mulitary depart- 
ment, it looks as if all public fpirit was funk into the 
means of making money by the fervice, or quarrelling 
upon the moft trivial points of rank. Did you know 
the pullings and haulings, the jealoufies and emulations 
of the military and other gentlemen, which come before — 
congrefs, you would be greatly confirmed.in your ideas of | 
the famenefs of human nature in Britain, here, and every © 
where. | rane | r 
a Congrefs concluded upon the ‘ereétion ofa monument | 
to the memory of gen. Warren, in the town of Boftons 4 
and another to the memory of gen. Mercer, in F rede- Mi 
rickfburg, in Virginia; and that the eldeft fon of gen, a 
Warren, and the "younpel fon of gen. Mercer, be edu- BY 
cated from henceforward at the expence of the. United 
States. They conveyed in a few words the higheft culo- 
Q gium, on the characters and merits of the deceafed. As 


. Mercer 


AMERICA Ni -REV OWU TION, 


Mercer had a good landed effate, the propriety of adopt- 177 


ing his youngeft as the child of the public was obvious. 
Through inattention, gen. Warren, who fell on Breed’s- 
hill, had net been properly noted-when congrefs pafled 
their refolve refpecting gen. Montgomery : the propofal 
for paying due refpect to the memory of Mercer, led to 
the like in regard to Warren. 

But to advert to military operations. Gen. Lincoln 
was pofted with only 500 men fit for duty at Bound- 
brook, to evard an extent of five or fix miles, which 
occafioned their flanks being expofed. Lord Cornwal- 
lis formed the defign of attacking this poft, and chofe 
the morning of the 13th for its execution, The plan 
was exceedingly well laid, and nearly as well executed. 
Gen. Lincoln had expected a manoeuvre of this kind, 
and been particularly cautious againft a furprile. The 
enemy however, through the neglect of the patroles, 
crofled the Rariton juft above the general’s quarters, 
~ undifcovered till they had advanced within 200 yards of 
him, At: the head of this party, confifting of about 
1000 men, were generals Cornwallis and Grant. About 
yooo were advanced up each fide of the Rariton to 
Boundbrook, to attack the Americans in front, where 
the action began nearly at the fame time the others were 
furrounding Lincoln’s quarters. “I’his happened between 
day break and fun rife, The general and one of his aids 
had juft time to mount and leave the houfe before it was 
furrounded, The other aid, with the general’s papers 
and their baggage, fell into the hands of the enemy. 
The artillery confifting of one fix pounder, and two three 
pounders, were alfo taken, Gen, Lincoln went imme- 
diately to give directions to ‘thofe engaged in. fronts 
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1777- while lord Cornwallis lung a party into the rear of the 


right of the Americans. Another party, from their re- 
ferve body of about 2000, was flung over Boundbrook 


In the rear of the left, with the defign of encircling the 


Americans and preventing their retiring to the néigh- 
bouring mountain. Lincoln was hereby reduced to the 


neceffity of being either imprifoned with the whole party 


in front, or of paffing between the two columns of the 
enemy, which had nearly clofed. But he effected his 
paflage with the fmall lofs of not more than 60 killed, 
wounded and taken. The enemy foon evacuated the 


place, after deftroying twenty barrels of flour, a few 


_ caiks of rum, and fome other articles. 


Congrefs are well affured, that Sir William Howe had 


the Jatt year. inftru@tions from miniftry, to fecure the - 
North River, and thereby to feparate the northern from 
the fouthern fates. The eeneral’s fuccefles carried him 


into the Jerfeys, and led him to believe, that the bufi- - 


nefs with the Americans was at a clofe, fo that the North | 


River was neglected. Under a perfuafion that Phila- — 


_ delphia was the object this year, congrefs refolved upon 


forming a camp immediately on the weltern fide of the 
_ Dela aware, . 


¥. 


} 


. The following prudential act mn atecbets Whereas b, 
ue continental battalions are all on a footing, liablesta — 
_ the fame kind of fervices, and entitled to equal privi- — i 


leges;" Refolved, That the . appellations —congreli’s 


_ own regiment—ceneral Wathington’s life guards, &c.— 
given to fame of them, are improper and ought not. to.” 


be kept up; and the officers of the’ {aid battalions are, 


required to, take hatice hereof, and to confo 
ielyes accordingly,” 
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“< Refolved, That the ftile of the committee of fe- 1777- 


cret correfpondence be altered, and that for the future 
it be ftiled—the committee of foreign affairs; that a 
fecretary be appointed to the faid committee. Congres 
proceeded to the election of the. faid fecretary, and the 
ballots being taken, Thomas Paine was elected,’-the 
author of Common Senfe. 

« The committee appointed to inquire into the con- 
duct of the enemy reported : 

« That in every place where the enemy has been, 
there are heavy complaints of oppreffions, injury and 
infults fuffered by the inhabitants from officers, foldiers 
and Americans difaffected to their country’s caufe. The 


committee found thefe complaints fo greatly diverfified, 


that as it was impoffible to enumerate them, fo.it ap- 
peared exceedingly difficult to give a diftinét and com- 
prehenfive view of them, or fuch an account as would 
not, if publifhed, appear extremely defective, when read 
by the unhappy fufferers or the country in general.” 
“In order however, in fome degree, to anfwer the 
defign of their appointment, they determined to divide 
the object of their inquiry into four parts—Firft, the 
wanton and oppreffive devaftation of the country and 
deftruétion of property.—Second, the inhuman treat- 
ment of thofe who were fo unhappy as to become pri- 
foners.—Third, the favage butchery of many who had 
fabmitted or were incapable of refiftance.—Fourth, the 


luft and brutality of the foldiers in the abufing of wo- 
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“ They will therefore now briefly ftate what they 
found to be the truth upon each of thefe heads feparate- 
ly, 
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4937. ly, and fubjoin to the whole, affidavits and other eyi- 


dence to fupport their affertions.” | 
‘© 1. The wanton and oppreffive devaftation of the 
country and deftruction of property.” 


“The whole tract cf the Britifh army is marked: 


with defolation and a wanton deftru€tion of property, 


particularly through Weft Chefter.county in the {tate of 


New York; the towns of Newark, Elizabeth-town, 
Woodbridge, Brunfwick, Kingfton, Princeton, and Tren- 


ton, in New Jerfey. The fences deftroyed, the houfes 
deferted, pulled in pieces or confumed by fire, and the _ 


general face of wafte and devaftation fpread over a rich. 
and once well cultivated and well inhabited country, 


would affect the moft unfeeling with melancholy or com-_ 


pafficn for the unhappy fufferers, and with indignation 
and refentment againft the barbarous ravagers. It de- 
lerves notice, that though there are many inftances of 
rage and vengeance againft particular perfons, yet the 
deftruction was very general and often undiftinguifhed ; 
thofe who fubmitted and took proteétions, and fome who 
were known to favor them, having frequently fuffered 
in the common ruin. Places and things, which, from 


their public nature and general utility, fhould have been 
{pared by a civilized people, have been deftroyed, or — 
plundered, or both. But above all, places of worfhip, — 
munifters and religious perfons of fome particular pro- — 


teftant denominations, feem to have been treated with 


the moft rancorous hatred, and at the fame time with — 


the higheft.contempt.” 


% 


"2, The inhuman treatment of thofe who were {a 


unhappy as’to become prifoners,” | 
eh 2 
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‘¢ The prifoners, inftead of that humane treatment 1777. 
which thofe taken by the United States. experienced, 
were in general treated with the greateft barbarity. Many 
of them were near four days kept without food altoge- 
ther. When they received a fupply, it was both infuf- 
ficient in point of quantity, and often of the worft kind. 
They fuffered the utmoft diftrefs from cold, nakednefs 
and clofe confinement. Freemen and men of fubftance 
fuffered all that a generous mind couid fuffer, from the 
contempt and mockery of Britith and foreign mercena 
ries. Multitudes died in prifon; and when others were 
fent out, feveral died in the boats while carrying a fhore, 
or upon the road attempting to go home. The com- 
mittee in the courfe of their inquiry learned, that fome- 
times the common foldiers expreffed fympathy with the 
prifoners, and the foreigners more than the Englith, 
But this was feidom or never the cafe with the officers 
nor have they been able to hear of any charitable affitt- 
ance, given them by the inhabitants who remained in, 
or reforted to the city of New York; which negled, if 
univerfal, they believe was never known to happen in 
any fimilar cafe in a chriftian country.” 

«¢ 3. The favage butchery of thofe who had | eens: 
and were incapable of refiftance.” 

‘© The committee found it to be the general opinion 
of the people in the neighbourhood of Princeton and 
Trenton, that the enemy the day before the battle of 
Princeton had determined to give na quarter. They 
| did not however obtain any clear. proof, that there were 
any general orders for that purpofe;, but. the treatment 
of feveral particular perfons at. and fince that time, has 
been of the mof thocking kind, and gives too much 
eo i coun- 
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*777- countenance to the fuppofition. Officers wounded and 
difabled, fome of them of the firft rank, were barba- 
roufly mangied or put to death. A minifter of the eof. 
pel in Trenton, who neither was nor had been in arms, 


was maffacred in cold blood, though humbly fupplicating | 


for mercy”-—[ Mr. Rofeburgh of the Forks of Delaware.] 
“4. The luft and brutality of the foldiers in the 
abufing of women.” 


“« ‘The committee had authentic information of many 


inftances of the moft indecent treatment, and a@tual ra-_ 


vifhment of married and fingle women; but fuch is the 
nature of that moft irreparable injury, that the perfons — 


fuffering it, and their relations, though perfeétly inno- — 


cent, look upon it as a kind of reproach to have the — 


facts related, and their names known. They have how- _ 


ever procured fome affidavits, which will be publifhed 
in the appendix. The originals are lodged with the fe- 
cretary of congrefs.” | y 

* Some complaints were made to the commanding 


officers upon the fubject, and one affidavit made before — 


a juftice of peace; but the committee could not learn 
that any fatisfa€tion was ever given or punifhment in- 
fiicted, except that one foldier at Pennington was kept 


; 
in cuftody for part of a day.” ‘ 


** On the whole, the committee are forry to fay, that — 


the cry of barbarity and cruelty is but too well founded ; q 


thofe who are cool to the American caufe, have nothing 
to oppofe to the facts but their being incredible, and 
not like what they are pleafed to ftile, the generofity 
and clemency of the Englifh nation. The committee 
beg leave to obferve, that one of the circumftances moft 


frequently occurring in the inquiry, was the opprobrious 


4 


~ difdainful. 
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difdainful names given to the Americans; thefe do not 1777+ 
need any proof, as they occur fo frequently in the new{- 
papers printed under their direction, and in the inter- 
cepted letters of thofe who are officers and call them- 
felves gentlemen. It is eafy therefore to fee what mutt 
be the condué of a foldiery greedy of prey, toward a 
people whom: they have been taught to look upon, not 
as freemen defending their rights on principle, but as 
defperadoes and profligates, who have rifen up againft 
law and order in general, and wifh the fubverfion of 
fociety itfelf.” 

« This is the moft candid and charitable manner in 
which the committee can account for the melancholy 
truths which they have been obliged to report. Indeed 
the fame deluding principle feems to govern perfons and 
bodies of the higheft rank in Britain: for it is worthy 
of notice, that not pamphleteers only, but king and 
parliament, conftantly call thofe acts lenity, which on 
their firft publication filled this whole continent with 
refentment and horror.” 

« Refolved, That the faid report be accepted, and 
that the committee, who brought it in, publith the fame 
with the affidavits.” , : 

The royalifts, or tories as they are generally called, in 
the Maryland ‘counties. of Somerfet and. Worcetter, 
became fo formidable, that an infurreCtion was dreaded ; 
and it was feared, that the infurgents would in fuch cafe 
be joined by.a number of difaffected perfons in the 

county. of Suffex in the Delaware ftate. Congrefs, to 


prevent the evil, recommended the apprehenfion, and April 
removal of all perfons of influence or of defperate cha- 
 yaéters within the counties of Suffex, Worcefter and 
3 Somerfet, 


a 
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4777 Somerfet, who manifefted a difaffe@tion to the American 
caute, to fome remote place within their refpective ftates, | 
there to be fecured; and authorized the governor of | 

: Maryland to detain the weakeft continental battalion, | 
till further orders. tiihsy i 
From appearances, the friends of America had reafon 
to believe, that the tories in the New England govern- | 
ments and New York ftate had alfo concerted an infur-- 
April rection. Gen. Gates, who had been fent to command _ 
ce the northern department, wrote to gen. Fellows— 
© The committee of Albany, alarmed at the amazing 
mcreafe, and plots of the tories in this and the Mohawk’s 
country, have defired me to apply to you and the corn- 
mittee of Berkfhire, to fend immediately a {trong reins — 
forcement of militia, not lefs than a complete regiment, 
to fecure this place (Albany) and the magazines at dif. 
ferent pofts between Albany and Lake George.” q 
Sir William Howe having obtained intelligence, that 
the Americans had depofited large quantities of ftores 
and provifions in Danbury and the neighbourhood, or- 
dered an expedition to be undertaken for the deftruGion _ 
of them, under the command of gov. Tryon, who had 
accepted of the rank of major general of the provin= | 
cials, and afpired after a military charaéter. Sir William 
very prudently appointed gen. Agnew and Sir William | 
Erficine to accompany him upon the fervice; A detach. 7 
ment of about 2000 meh paffed through the Sound, un- a { 
der the convoy of a proper naval armament; and Jand- 
ing between Fairfield and Norwalk, a little before fun 
fet, advanced without interruption, and atrived the fol- i 
26. lowing day, a little after one in the afternoon, at Dans 
bury, about 23 miles diftant. The handful of contiz | 
nentals 
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nentals there, was obliged to evacuate the town, hav Ine 14777- 
previoufly. fecured a {mall part of the itores, provitions, 
&ic... The enemy, on their arrival, began burning and 
def{troying the remainder, together with 18 houfes, their 
furniture, linen, &c. which were judged, from circum- 
ftances; to have been fingled out for that purpoie. In 
one they killed two elderly men and a negro, and then 
burnt them with the houfe. Not one of the tory houfes 
was damaged. ‘[hey deftroyed at Danbury 1800 barrels 
of pork and beef; 7oo barrels of flour; 2000 buthels 
of wheat, rye, oats and Indian corn; clothing for a whole 
tegiment ; and 1700 tents, which, through their {carciry, 
were a great lols to the Americans. “To thefe muft be 
added about 100 barrels of flour; and 100 hogfheads of 
rum, which met with the fame fate upon the road by which 
they returned: thefe are the main articles that were de- 
ftroyed. The burning of the houfes appears to have 
been unneceflary, and wholly the effe& of malevolence. 

On the firft approach of the Britifh armament the 
country was alarmed: and early the next morning, gen. 
Silliman, with about s00 militia (all that had then col- 
lected) purfued the enemy. Iie was joined on his way 
by gens. Woofter and Arnold, and a few more militia. 
A heavy rain fo. retarded their march, that they did not 
reach Bethel (a village two miles from Danbury) tll 
eleven at night. An attack on the Britifh was poit- 
poned till they fhould be upon their return. On the 
27th in the morning, the royal troops quitted Danbury. 
_.-The Americans were early in motion. Two hundred 
remained with gen. Woofter; and about 400 were de- 
‘tached under gens. Arnold and Silliman. . About nine ~ 
o'clock gen. Woofter was informed, that the enemy had 
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1977. taken the road to Norwalk, on which he purfued them; | 


came up with, and haraffed their rear; and took 40 pri- 


foners, but was mortally wounded. Gen. Arnold, by 
a forced march acrofs the country, reached Ridgefield — 


at eleven ; made a barricado on a rifing ground acrofg 
the road ; pofted his {mall party of 500 men (100 hav- 


ing joined him) fo as to have his right flank covered 


by a houfe and barn, and his left by a ledge of rocks; 
and thus waited the approach of the enemy; who, upon 


difcovering the Americans, drew up and advanced in a — 


heavy column, extending themfelves in order to outflank 


and jurround them. They marched up, and received 
feveral fires, which they returned brifkly. For ten mi- 
nutes the action was very warm, till they had made a 


lodgment on the rock, when a retreat was ordered. 
After gaining the rock, they levelled a whole platoon at 
gen. Arnold within 30 yards ; and yet but one fhot had 
effect, and that killed his horfe. He had prefence of 
mind to take his piftols, and got fafe off, by fhooting a 
foldier dead, who was advancing haftily to run him 
through with his bayonet. The Americans continued 
to keep up a fcattering fire for the remaining part of the 
day. The Britifh halted all night at Ridgefield; and 
in the morning attempted to burn the church, in which 
was a confiderable quantity of pork and wheat, but the 
fire was extinguifhed without having done any material 


damage. . They however fired four private houfes which 
April were confumed. Monday about fun rife, they renewed _ 


their march; but perceiving that Arnold, with a number 
of men, was on the road to Norwalk, they filed off to the 
eaft, forded Sagatuck river, and marched by the fide of 
it ona ridge of hills. The Americans kept on the weft 
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fid 
the other at times very watmly. About three o’clock 
in the afternoon, col. Deming and a {mall party of con. 
tinental troops, forded the river up to their miidle, un- 
difcovered by the enemy, and fell on their rear and left, 
and galled them exceedingly. The Americans marched 
on till they got to Sagatuck bridge; about two miles 
from Campo of which the enerny poflefled themfélves 
after landing; when both being tipon high land, a furis 
ous apes enfued, which continued for fifteen 
minutes. The Britifh then pufhed on with vigor to 
reach their cients Arnold with a divifion purfued 
tlolely ; and by a qiiick march ga ined an erflinence on 
the tight Hank of the enemy’s rear. An inceflant fire 
of field pieces and finall arms followed fora {mall 
time; but with hetle or no execution: The Americans 

could not purfue further withotit being ex tpoled to the 

fire of the fhips. ‘The van of the Britihh immediately 
embarked. © The centre and rear forrned oti ie bill 
While the field pieces were playing on the boats, col 
Lamb of New York advanced with a party of zoo men 
within 160 yards of the enémy on the hill, and galled 
them from behind a ficne wall: They in about ten 
minutes feht a party from their right to flank the Armes 
ricans, atid advanced another party from their front, 
who came running down the hill with great fury. Not- 
withitanding the fpirited exertions of éol. Lamb, his 


i) 


party inttantly tetreated in great diforder, and were pur-.. 


 fued to the foot of the hill j and not a finele man would 
venture to fiipport them. Thofe who were at hand, 
fought their own fafety by a fpeedy flight. Theremain- 
Va. 1, Hh der 


- nearly half a mile from them. Easdh cannonaded 1777 
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4777: re of the Britih foon after embarked Sony farther 


moleftation. 
Thus ended an » affair, which reflects much vege Of 


gen. Arnold for his, perfonal bravery ; but not much» 


upon gen; Tryon’s expedition (if the. plan was his) as. 
the’ deftruction of American property was not a fufficient 
compenfation for the lofs which the detachment under 
him fuftained. ‘The enemy allow that the excurfion coft 
then déar; and from various accounts and. eircum- 
ftances, there is little reafon to doubt, but they had at 
leatt four hundred killed; wounded and taken. A great, 
number of the Conneéticut militia affembled; but not 
more than 6 or 700 of them fubjected themfelves to 
any order, the reft were mere fpectators: of fuch as did 
fubject themfelves,.too many. behaved in a difgraceful 
cowardly manner. . Their affembling however; and exh 
erting themtelves as they did, ferved to. fhow.in a 

friking point of view, the fpirit of oppofition prevailing — 


; among: the- people. The lofs of the Americans. was - 


aout twenty.men killed and forty wounded. Doctor 


Acewater, . a gentleman, of confiderable influence, was. 
among the flain.. Col, Lamb received a violent contu= 
Gon on his b back from a grape “thot, while attempting to. 
cally his mén.’ Gen Arnold was expofed at. the. fame 
time, and had his horfe fhot through the néck, ,Gen.y 
Wootter languifhed for a few. days. under the Hes he 
had received,-and died” on. the fecond. of. May. . Con, 
grefs refolved that a monument fhould be erected to his. 
‘memory, 2s. an acknowledgment of his merit and fervices, 
A he general behaved, with” great. valor, and loft his life | 
glotionfly. in defending the liberties of America, at the 
“, 5 : svad- 
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advanced age of feventy: Proper notice was taken 1777 
of general Arnold, on the twentieth of May, when 
congrefs refolved, ‘ ile the quarter-mafter general b 
directed to procure a horfe, and prefent the fame pro. 
perly caparifoned, to major gen. Arnold, in the name 
of this congrefs, as a token’of their approbation of his 
gallant conduct in the action againft the enemy in their 
late enterprife to Danbury, in which gen: Arnold had 
one horfe killed under him, and another wounded.” 
They had chofen him major general on the fecond of 
May. | | 
if General Wafhington concluding that a bridge which 
the Britith had been preparing at Brunfwick, was in- 
tended for the conveying of them acrofs the Delaware, 
directed Mr. Merfereau to procure the exa& breadth of 
the river from Corriel’s ferry to the falls, that fo know- 
ing that. and the length of the bridge, which he meant 
to obtain, he might penetrate where it was that they de- 
fiened to pafs over. Inftead of his army’s ‘gathering 
ftrength, proportionable to the exigencies that exifted) ’ 
he had to complain of the uncommon prevalency of de- 
fertion in it. The deficiency in fome of the corps which 
joined him, from that and other caufes, was almoft in- 
credible. It was the cafe, that too many conviét fer- 
-vants were purchafed from their mafters by the recruit- 
ing officers; and on fuch there could be no reliance 
The general wrote, “-Nothing but a good face and ae May 
Lara tiie have enabled us hitherto to deceive .the ? 
enemy refpectine our ftreneth.” 

‘General Parfons, knowing that the Britith commif—fi- 
ries had been employed in procuring for age, grain, and 
other neceffaries for the royal army, ¥ (iis h were depofit ed 
. in hk. at 
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1777* at Sage harbour, projected a {cheme for deftroying sri | 
i" and employed col. Meigs in executing it. The colonel - 
left New Haven, with his men in thirteen whale eat | | 
on the 21f of May, and proceeded to Guilford. The 
wind being high and the fea rough, he could not pafs 

the Sound till Friday the 23d. He then lefe Guilford» 
at one o’clock in the bts with one hundred and 
feventy men of his detachment, under convoy of two 


armed floops, and in company with another unarmed to) 
bring off prifoners, and croffed the Sound to the north” 
branch of the ifland near Southhold, where he arrived 
about fix in the evening, He ordered the whale boats, 
with moft of the men, over land to the bay, where they ; 
reimbarked to the number of one hundred and thirty, | 
and at about twelve o’clock, arrived fafe acrofs the bay. 
(which feparated between the north and fouth branch of — 
the ifland) within about four’ miles of Sage harbour: 
the boats being firft fecured in the wood, under the care 
of a guard, the colonel marched with the remaining de-_ 
tachment, in the greateft order and filence, and at two- 
May ‘o'clock arrived at the harbour. The feveral divifiens” 
4° with fixed bayonet, attacked the cuards and pofts affigned 
them. ‘The alarm foon became general, when a fchooner 
of 12 guns and 70 men began a fire: the Americans, 
returned. it, and fired the veffels and forage, killed and 
‘captivated all the foldiers and failors, except Gk who. 
-efeaped under cover of the night. Twelve brigs and’ 
-floops (one an armed veflel with 12 guns) about a hun-: 
‘dred tons of prefied hay, oats, corn (meaning Indian) 
and other forage, ten hogfheads of rum, and a large 
quantity: of merchandife were confumed. The colonel 
returned fate with all | his men to Guilford. by two o’clocks . 
ie in 
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in the afternoon, with ninety prifoners (having in twenty-!777> 


five hours, by land and water, tran{poited his men full 
ninety miles) without having a fingle man killed or 
wounded. The enemy had fix killed. CongrefS have 
fince ordered an elegant fword to be préfented to him. 
General Wafhington, at length being fomewhat re- 
inforced, quitted Morriftown toward the end of May; 
and advancing within a few miles of Brunfwick, took 
poffeffion of the ftrong country about Middle Brook. 
His whole force however, prefent and fit for duty, in- 
cluding what were under gen. Sullivan (who lay at a 


fall diftance from him) with mattefles and one hun- syne 
dred and eighty cavalry, amounted, on the oth of June, 9 


to no more than 7271 *. He wrote on the 12th, * A 


' council of general officers all agreed; that our prefent 


army was infuficient to make a proper refiftance, or to 
attack HElowe’s united force, or to malte an impreffion 
upon him fhould he leave us unmolefted, and march 
through the flat country toward the Delaware.” Tho 
plea that Sir William Howe made for not taking the 
field, was the want of tents and field equipage, which 
were not fent him in time. 

The articles arriving, together with a body of Anfpa- 
cchers, anda number of Britifh and German recruits, he 
pafled over to the Jerfeys; marched from Brunfwick on 
the nieht of the 13th, and took the field. But he was 
not attended with that number of provincials which was 
expected. <‘* Mr. Oliver Delancey, reputed the moft 


likely man in New York to induce the loyalifts of that 


province to join the king’s troops, was appointed a bri- 


_ gadier general, and authorized to raife three battalions, 


® From the general returns of the army. 
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#777 to confift of 1500. privates. Evvery poffible effort wag | 
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ufed by, him and gov. Tryon, not only in the diftriats 
pofefled by the king’s troops, but by employing perfons 
to go through ¢ he.country, and invite the well-affected 
to, core in.....Several of the officers, anxious to complete 
their corps, fought for recruits among the prifoners, and 
ventured to,hold out:to them the temptations of pay, 
diberty and pardon. Nothwithftanding. all thefe eon 
and encouragements, gen. Delancey raifed only 597 men.” 
—-Mr. Courtland Skinner, who is acknowledged to 
ie ee confiderabje influence in the Jerfies, was alfo ap=— 


- pointed.a brigadier general, and authorized to raife five’ 


» battalions, to, confift of 2500 privates. The fame efforts | 


‘were made.as for the raifing of Delancey’s corps, but 


| Skinner's s numbers amounted.only to 517 *.. No fooner’ 


chad. gen. Howe taken the field; but the Jerfey militia. ‘ 
darned out-in.a' very, fpirited manner, as though deter-_ 
gmined, in conjunction with. the continentals, to harafs 
and oppofe. the royal army on their.march through the 
country. .The general came out as light as he could, 
deaving all his.baggage, provifions, (except enough to ‘ 
fubfift the troops two or three days at a time) boats ang 
bridges at Brunfwick ; which,. in the judgment: of gen. 
Wabhington, forcibly contradiéted the idea of an expeall 
dition toward the Delaware. Every appearance coin~ 
cided to confirm the opinion, that Howe intended in the 
firft place a ftroke at his army. The American general 


‘hy 


reafoned thus: «« Had their. defan in the firft .inftance 
‘been to crofs the Delaware, they would probably: have | 


made a ftrict.rapid march toward it, and not have haleed, 
as they. have done, to awaken our attention, and Biv 


* Sir William Howe’s N arrative, Py 49 
itt . 
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us time to make every. preparation for obftr: ucting TTT 
“them *.’ ‘Of the fudden retreat of the ‘royal army, the fate 
general wrote on the 2oth, “ ‘he enemy decamped the 20. 
nicht before laft, and have returned to their former 
polition, It appears to have been in: confequence of a 
fudden refolution, as they had raifed a chain of redoubts 
from Somerfet to Brunfwick. What may have deter- ‘ 
mined them to change their plan is hard to tell. -Whe- 
ther alarmed at the animation among the people—dit 
appointed in the movements they may have expected us 
to make, thence concluding their defign impradticable— 
or whether they may have an operation in view in fome 
other quarter, the event mutt-fhow.” Howe’s front ex- 
tended to Somerfet Court houfe, about nine miles; his 
rear remained at Middle Buh, half way between that 
and Brunfwick, Wafhington was encamped upon his 
right flank {as he marched) at the difta ance of about 
five miles. His troops were fo cies under Sullivan 
and himfelf, as to have been capable of giving a pretty | 
fuccefsful oppofition, When the royal army retreated 
back to Brunfwick, they burnt and deftroyed the farm_ 
houfes upon the road. ‘Their cruelties to the inha ditants 
were inexpreflible. They ruined and defaced every. 
public edifice, particularly thofe dedicated to the Deity. 
They removed their baggage to Amboy, for which- 
place they fet out on the 22d. The evening before, Ah. 
feveral pieces of information, and a variety o€: circuny:- 
{tances, made it evident to the American general; .elat= 
a move was in agitation, and it was the prevailing opi-. 
nion that it would be the next morning. The eeneral - 
therefore detached three brigades under gen. Greene, ta 


* * General Wafhington’s letter of June 17s 
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1777 falf upon the rear, and kept the majn body paraded to 


fupport them, if neceflary. A party of col, Morgan's 
light infantry attacked, and drove the Heffian -piquet 
about fun-rife. ‘The enemy, upon the appearance off 


_ Wayne’s brigade, and .Morgan’s regiment appofite 


Brunfwick, imrnediately crofied the bridge to the eaft 
fid ide of the river, and threw themfelves into redoubts, 


The Americans advanced brifkly upon them, upon | 


which they quitted the redoubts without making oppo- 
fition, and retired by the Amboy road. An the purfuit, 

col. Morgan’s riflemen exchanged feveral fharp fires 
with the enemy, which did confiderable execution, 


From intelligence through various channels, there was 


reafon to-believe, that their lois was confiderable, and 
fell chiefly on the grenadiers. and light infantry, whe 
formed their covering party. Gen. Howe arrived at New 
York on Sunday afternoon, the whole of which day was 
employed i in removing the wounded foldiers from the 


docks to the hofpitals there, faid to amount to fome 


hundreds *, One of the American generals humoroufly 
wrote concerning Sir Wiltam Howe’s returning to 
Brunfwick by night— General Howe. remained five 
days, and then fneake off by night, and it is wellhe 

aid——for had he went by day, we could have done no- 
thing, but have looked at him.” 


| 


M 
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Lieutenant colonel Palfrey, formerly an aid- -de-camp 1a oe 


fo: gen. Washington, and now paymaiter general, wrote 
to his friend, “I was at Brunfwick juft after the enemy | 
sad lefe it. Never let the Britith troops upbraid the» 
Ameri icans with want of cleanline, for fuch dog kennels 
as their hugs were my eyes never beheld. Mr, Burton’s 

F A ketter to gen. Wathington, ii sida Vol. Ve p. 2696 
3 hove, 
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not béar to enter it. The houfes were torn to pieces, 
and the inhabitants as well as the foldiers have fuffered 
greatly for want of provifions.” 


General Wafhington, upon the enemy’s retreat to June 
Amboy, with the advice of his general officers, moved ** 


the whole army to Quibble-town, that he might be 
nearer to the royal forces, and might. act according to 
circumftances, ‘The Britifh general, after fending over 
from Amboy to Staten Ifland, the heavy baggage and 
all the encumbrances of the army, ordered a number of 
the troops to follow; with an intention of deceiving the 
Americans into an opinion, that they had nothing more 
to apprehend from that quarter. ‘Ihe troops returned 
the evening of the asth, and the next morning, the ge- 


neral advanced unexpectedly with his whole army, in 26 


two columns, from Amboy. Gen. Wafhington con- 
jeCtured, that fo fudden a movement, was defigned either 
co bring on a general engagement, upon terms difad~ 
vantageous to the Americans; or to cut off the par- 
ties, and lord Stirling’s divilion, which had been fent 
down to fupport them; or to poffefs the heights and 
pafies in the mountains on the left of the continental 
army. The two laft were adjudged to be the firft ob- 
ject of Howe's attention, as his march was rapid againft 
thefe parties, and indicated a ftrong difpofition to gain 
the pafies. Upon this, gen. Wathington judged it ab-* 


folutely neceflary to move his ferce from the low srownd 
to occupy the heights before the enemy, which was ef- 
feted with much difpatch. The enemy fell in with 
fome of the light parties, and a part of lord Stirling’s 
: divifion, His lordfhip was in no hurry,to- retreat, sbut 
. EME % pré- 
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*777- preferred engaging for awhile, wherein he made a wrone 
ovor'o 3 


choice, for he had nearly been cut off, by the right co. 
Jumn under Jord Cornwallis. He loft three field pieces, 
but the lofs of men was trifling. The enemy’s lofs“in- 
the feveral {kirmifhes of the day, was thought to be more’ 
~ confiderable than that of the Americans. The royal army 
continued the purfuit as far as Weftfield ; but the woods. 
and intenfe heat .of the weather prevented its effect. - 
When the American general had gained the paffes, he’ 
detached a body of light troops to watch their motions, . 
and afterward ordered Morgan’s riflemen to join the fers 
vice. ‘The Britifh remained till the next day-about three” 
in the afternoon, and then returned ta. Raway, and the- 
day following to Amboy. On the 30th, at ten o'clock: 
in the morning, the troops began to crofs over «to: Stas 
ten Ifland, and the. rear guard paffed at two ins the 
afternoon, without.the leaft appearance of an enemy. 
‘Thus they evacuated. the Jerfeys, to enter-upon new 
conquetts, in. hope of reducing the United States toun- © 
conditional fubmiffion., Unlefs they can hold, when 4 
they have conquered, they will never accomplith the buy” 
finefs affiened them by the Britifh miniftry. : «2 gael 
‘Let: us leave gen. Howe engaged in. -embarking his 
army from Staten Ifland, and preparing for fome grand ~ 4 
expedition ; that we may attend. to. the. affairs of the@ 
northern department. | ee 
Gen, Schuyler. sanefestted a memorial to congrefs, ex. : | 
plaining the expreffions in his letter which had given them 
offence, They refolved, on the 8th of May, that the expla ; 
nation was fatisfactory, and that now they entertained the — ) 
fame favorable fentiments concerning him, which they ° 
entertained before that letter was received, This feems _ 
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to have been defignedly preparative to what followed a 1777. 
fortnight after, when it was refolved, “ ‘That, Albany, 
Tyconderoga, Fort Stanwix, and their depencenciess 
be henceforward confidered as forming the northern de- 
partment: That major gen. Schuyler. be directed forth 
with to proceed to the northern departmefit, and take - 
the command there.” It was faid, that he was the only 
fingle man who could keep the New York fubjects united 
again{t the common enemy, and that his preience was 
abfolutely neceflary for their immediate fuccour and fer- 
vice, as well as*that-of the United. States. cloiely con- 
nected therewith... The New England, delegates, the 
prefident excepted; oppofed his being ‘directed to take 
the command, as it. fuperfeded general Gates... But 
they were obliged to yield to numbers, at a time when 
-wnluckily fome men were abfent, who would otherwif 
have turned the fcale. The choice of gen. Schuyler 
caufed great boafting, though there weve only five {tates 
out-of eleven in favor of the meafure, the others were 
either againtft it, or could not vote for want of the re- 
quifite number of delegates, or their being tawally di- 
vided, There is what numbers deem a New York party 
in congrefs; whofe proceedings have in fome inftances 
been myfterious. An abfolute order for relinquifhing 
the weftern lines and Tyconderoga was pufhed for, be~ 
fore the choice of Schuyler, but did not prevail: how- 


ever it was refolved, that gen. Gates fhould be empow- 
ered'to abandon Tyconderoga ‘at pleafure. 

It was incumbent on the ftates of New Hampthire, 
Maffachufetts in particular, and Connecticut, to furnifh 
the troops neceflary for the defence of the northern 
patts; but a ftrange remifinefs prevailed, greatly fram 
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5777-an expectation that Tyconderoga would not be attack: 


ed. The Maffachufetts general court learning that this 


was the opinion of the commander in chief, neglected _ 


forwarding their quota of men. Reports (occafioned 
probably by the arts of the enemy) were fpread that the 


troops in Canada were to join gen. Howe. Members — 


of congrefs were deceived by them, fo that gen. Gates, 
after he had taken the command, wrote, that he had 
the ftrongeft affurances from congrefs, that the king’s 


troops were all ordered round, by the river St. Law. 
rence to New York, leaving only a fufficient number 


to garrifon their forts. Gates eftimated, that for the de- 
fence of Ty and its dependencies, 11,700 continentals, 
befide the aid of the militia, would be wanted. Schuy- 
ler afterward eftimated them at 10,000, but then he 


_ thought the lines at Mount Independence not one half 


fo extenfive as he found them. 

The Britifh operations againft this department, were 
taken out of the hands of Sir Guy Carleton, and com- 
mitted to the charge of gen. Burgoyne. The force al- 
fotted to them, confifting of Britith and German troops, 
amounted to more than 7ooo men, exclufive of the 
artillery corps. Of thefe, the Germans, moftly Brunf. 
wickers, exceeded 3200. Arms and accoutrements were 


amply provided to fupply thofe royalifts, who were ex. | | 


pected to join the army, as foon as it penetrated the 
frontiers of the United States. A powerful brafS train 


of artillery was furnithed, probably the fineft, and the 
-moft excellently fupplied as to officers and private men, 


that had ever been allotted to fecond the ‘operations of 
any army, not exceeding the prefent in number. Be- 
ide the regular forces, feveral tribes. of Indians: were 

| induced 
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induced to come into the field. It has been generally 1977. 
fuppofed, that Carleton’s feruples upon the point of em- 
ploying them, were by no means acceptable to miniftry. 
They were confidered as a principal member of the force 
deftined to the profecution of the northern war; and 
the governor of Canada was accordingly enjoined to ule 
his utmoft influence in bringing them forward in fupport 
of it. Inthe execution of the propofed operations, gen. 
Burgoyne was feconded by able and excellent officers, 
gen. Phillips of the artillery, gens. Frazer, Powel and 
Hamilton, with the Brunfwick generals, Baron Reide- 
fel and gen. Specht. The army was, in every refpect, 
in the bef condition: the troops were in. the highetft 
{pirits, admirably difciplined, and uncommonly healthy. 
Col. St. Leger was detached by way of Oiwego to make 
a diverfion on the Mohawk River. He had 220 men 
from the eighth and thirty-fourth regiments, Sir John 
Johnfon’s corps of New Yorkers lately raifed, forne 
Hanau chaffeurs, a company of Canadians, and a part 
of Indians, befide the expectation of being joined by a 
much larger number. His force did not probably ex- 
ceed 800 men. ‘The main army under gen. Burgoyne 
proceeded up Lake Champlain, landed and encamped 
at no great diflance from Crown Point, where he met 
the Indians in congrefs, and afterward in compliance 
with their cuftoms, gave them a war feaft. He made 
a fpeech to them, calculated to excite their ardor 1M June 
the common cafe, and at the fame time to reprefs their aks 
barbarity. He enjoined it upon them, that they fhould 
only kill thofe who oppofed them in arms ; that old men, 
women, children and prifoners, fhould be held facred 
from the knife or hatchet, even in the heat of aétual 
ey con 
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7777-conflict ; that they fhould only tcalp thofe whom they - 
had flain in fair oppofition ; but that under no pee 
fhould they fcalp the wounded, or even dying, 
Tefs kill perfons in that condition. 
a compenfation for prifoners, 
fhould be called to account for fealps 
this fpeech, gen. Schuyler arrived at Ty; but did not 
find the poft in fo good a ftate of defence as he expect- 
ed. Fie imagined, that the propofed obftruétions (which 
had been ordered by congrefs the laft December, and 
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They were promifeds@ | 
but informed that they» 
Four days before 


) 
y 


which had been backed by his order given in F ebruary,. ¥ 


and repeated the fifth of June) would have been com- 
pleted, or at leaft confiderably more advanced. That 
they were carried on with no more difpatch, was imputed 
greatly to the late arrival of fuch troops, as could be 
brought to work with fpiric; to artificers not coming 
by the time they were ordered; and toa want of work= 
ine cattle. Gen. St. Clair would before this have called 
in the militia, but for.the ftate of his magazine ; which 
made him apprehend, that fhould they come in faft, 
they might eat him out, before the arrival either of the 


enemy ora fupply. 


General Burgoyne iff ued out a proclamation, meant ’ 
to {pread terror among thofe Americans, who avowedly 
profeffed themfelves the friends - of congreffional mea- 
fures ; and efpecially to excite in them a fear of the Ina 
dians, whofe number was magnified, 
be let loofe on their prey deferibed with ‘uncommon + 
energy. Protection and fecurity, clogeed with condi- » 
tions, were held out to the peaceable, 
in their habitations. All the outrages of war, arrayed 
in their moft terrific forms, were een againit thofe 


and eagernefs to 
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who perfevered.in their hoftility.. Butthe people at large 1777. 
were fo.far. from being frightened, that they diverted 
themfelves with the proclamation, as a complete model 
of pompofity. i ers | 

General St. Clair hoped, that the. enemy. would have . 
affaulted him; and depended onvthat for rendering his 
{mall garrifon ferviceable to his:country, as he was per- 
fuaded that his troops were brave ;.and,~in cafe of an 
affault, would have given.a good account.of the affail- 
ants. But.the moment.he was informed of Burgoyne’s 
numbers, and faw that a regular fiege-was meant, he was 
certain that the effectual sine of t the pofts was impof-. 
fible. The old French lines at Ty had been ftrengthened 
with additional works, There were other pofts with 
works and blockhoufes toward Lake George. Oppofite 


Ty, on the eaftern fhore of. the inlet by which the wa- 
ters from Lake George empty themfelves. into. Lake 
Champlain, a high circular hill, alias Mount Indepen- 
dence, was ftrongly fortified. . Thefe. two pofts were 
joined by a floating bridge, below. which a flight boom 
was thrown acrofs the lake, and large caffoons were funk 
above, but this arduous work for iste the navi- 
gation was not completed. _ Inftead of a full complement 
of troops, to man the extenfive lines and defend the nu- 
merous works, the whole -force confifted only of 2546 
continentals, befide goo militia, badly equipped and w orfe 
armed, particularly in the article of bayonets, which 
not above one.in ten had. ‘The fimallnefs of the-gar- 
 rifon would not admit of their pofiefling themfelves’ of 
1 Sugar-hill alias Mount Defiance, which. by its height and 
proximity had fuch an entre comm jand both of, Ty and 


Mount Independence, that an enemy might ! from thence 
have 
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'777:- have counted their very numbers, and enfiladed every 
part of their works, as had been difcovered months be- 
fore upon trial, when a cannon had. been drawn pe and | 
fired from the top of it. ae | 

On the near approach of the right wing wy: he tayiall 
duly army upon the Tyconderoga fide, the Arnericans aban’ 

" doned their works toward Lake George, and. left gers 
Phillips to poffefs the advantageous poft of Mount Hope, 
without making any refiftance, which mvuft have been 
ineffectual, and could have anfwered no’ good» purpofes — 
That apparent fupinenefs and want of vigor-with which — 

they were chargeable, was not occafioned by cowardice, 
or incapacity, but aétual imbecility. Gen. Burgoyne’s — 
troops proceeded with much expedition, in the conftrucs 
tion of their works, the bringing up of artillery, ftores 
and provifions, and the eftablifhment of their pofts. But 
what gave the greateft alarm. was, the very rapid pro« — 
grefs they made in clearing a road, and getting artillery 
on Sugar Fill. When once they had ereéted a battery 
on this height, only a few hours more would have been — 
required to have invefted the Americans on all fides, — 
which might have been effected by occupying the ground: — 
- on the eaft fide of Lake Champlain below Mount. Inde» 
pendence, where the pafs from the lake. to Eaft-Crecke 
is very narrow. The fame reafon which prevented gene 
St. Clair’s calling in the militia, when the royal, army 
was at a diftance, prevailed when they drew nearer: + 
. Having received intelligence by fptes,: that in. twenty4j 
four hours the inveftiture would be completed, when he — 
fhould be cut off from all. poffibility of. fuccour;, gems 
Schuyler not having force fufficient. at: fore Edwardte — 
telieve him, he determined to o Sracuate is ome though . 
a cae WIG; 
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he knew it would produce’ fuch aftonifhment as had not 
happened fince the commencement of the war. If he 
was fenfible at the time, that fhould he remain there, he 
would. fave his character but lofe the army; whereas 
did he go off, he fheuld fave the army but jofe his cha- 
racter ; and did he courageoufly conclude upon facri- 
ficing the laft to the caufe in which he was engaged, he. 
deferves the warmeft commendations, - A council of 
war was called, and it was unanimoufly concluded upon 
to evacuate as foon as poffible. The general by eva- 
cuating intended to,throw his troops'between the coun- 
try and the royal army, that the militia might have a- 
body to colle&t to, whereas Burgoyne would otherwifé 
‘be at liberty to purfue his operations without any ob- 
ftacle. Proper meafures were immediately taken for 
effecting the evacuation. Orders were given to the 
troops to take with them, before they left the ground, 
eight days provifion, fufficient to have carried them to 
the North River had they purfued the route intended. 
The general meant to pufh for Skeenfborough, and there 
to have met the 200 boats and 5 armed gallies, on board 
of which were embarked at night as much cannon, ftores 
and provifions as time would permit. The officer in 
the Jerfey redoubt was to continue firing his cannon 
_ every half hour, toward the battery the enemy were ereét- 
ing oppofite to him till further orders,. that there might 
be no fufpicion of the manceuvres going forward. All 
the cannon that could not be removed were to be {fpiked 
up, and many were. The knocking off of the trunnions 
was omitted, as it might alarm the enemy. Previous 
to ftriking the tents every light was to be put out. Though 
the evacuation was refolved upon about three in the af- 
| GV on.si1I. Ti - ternoon, 
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1777. ternoon, it could not be carried into execution till nights. 


and it was at a feafon when the nights were at the fhorteft, 
and when it was moon light. The neceffity of keeping: 
the matter a fecret until the very moment, prevented: 
any preparatory fteps to expedite the bufinefs. Hence 
difficulties arofe, which occafioned fome irregularities in 
the different embarkations, and made it impoffible to. 
prevent all diforder. But for want of gen. Fermoy’s — 
circulating proper orders in feafon to his brigade, and” 
of due attention on his part, every thing appeared in the 
ereateft confufion on Mount Independence. ei 
At two o’clock in the morning St. Clair left Tycon- — 
deroga. About three, the troops were put in motion — 
for the evacuation of the Mount, but Fermoy having 
fet fire to his howfe (contrary to pofitive orders) the 
whole Mount was enlightened by it, fo that the enemy 
had an opportunity of feeing every movement, which 
damped the fpirits ot the Americans, and induced them 
to puth off in a diforderly manner. Col. Francis brought — 
of the rear guard in good order about four o'clock. 
Many regiments after a while recovered from their con-_ 
fufion through the exertions of St. Clair. Upon the: 
army’s arriving at Hubbardton, they were halted for 
near two hours. The rear euard was increafed by many 
who at firft did not belong to it, but were picked up, 
through an inability of keeping up with cheir regiments. _ 
Mott of the ftragglers and rear guard having joined, 
the army was again put in motion. ‘The rear guard 
was here given to col. Warner, with orders to follow 
as {oon as the whole came up, and to halt about a mile 
and a half fhort of the main body (which was to -con=" 
tinue that night at Caftleton, about fix miles from Hub- 
” | _ bardton) 
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bardton) and to march in the morning by four, and-join 1777, 


it. Caftleton is thirty miles from Ty, and twelve from 
Skeenfborough. Col. Warner, with the rear guard and 
ftragelers, amounting to near 1200, determined to re- 
main at Hubbardton that night, becaufe the men were 
much fatigued. In the morning the general paraded the 
army, and waited near two hours for the rear guard. 
When gen. Frazer perceived in the morning of the 
evacuation, that the Americans were retiring, he com- 
menced a puriuit with his brigade, confifting of the 


light troops, grenadiers and fome other corps. . Gen. 


Reidefel with moft of the Brunfwickers, was ordered 


_ by the Britifh commander to join in the purfuit, either 
to fupport Frazer or to act feparately. The latter con= 
tinued the purfuit through the day; and receiving intel- 
Tigence that St. Clair’s rear was at no.great diftance, or- 
dered his troops to lie that night on their.arms. _ In the 
morning he came up with the Americans, commanded 


by col. Warner, who had befide his own, the regiments 


of cols. Francis. and Hale. The Britifh advanced bold- 
ly, and the two bodies formed within about 60 yards of 
each other. Frazer began the attack about feven o’clock,- 
expecting every moment to be joined by Reidefel, and 
apprehending that if he.delayed,, the enemy, would 
efcape. .Hale being apprized .of the danger, . never 


brought his regiment to the charge, but fled; fo that 
Warner could bring into action no more than about feven 
hundred men. The conflict was bloody. Francis fell 
fighting with great bravery. Warner, officers and foldiers, 
behaved with much refolution and gallantry, fo that the 


Britith broke and gave way; but foon formed again, 
| Ling and 
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1777 and: running’ on the Americans with their bayonets *, 
the latter were put into no fimall confufion, w which was 
increafed by the critical arrival of gen. Reidefel with the 
foremoft of his column, confifting of the chaffeur com- 
pany and eighty g erenadiers and light- infantry, who were 
immediately led into aftion. They now fled on all. 
fides. Gen. St. Clair heard when the firtmg began, and 
would have fupported Warner ; but the troops that were 
‘neareft, two militia regiments, would not obey orders, 
and the others were at too great a diftance. Hale, atl 
had attempted to get off by flight, fell in with an incon- 
fiderable party of Britifh, and furrendered himfelf with 
a number of his men prifoners. ‘The Americans loft 
' 324 in killed, wounded and prifoners, among the aft. 
“were 12 officers: The royal troops, itech iis Britifh | 
“and Germans, had not leis than 183 killed and wounded, 
“They had 3 officers killed and 12 wounded +. While 
“St, Clair was at Caftleton, an officer of one of the gal-_ 
ies arrived with information that the Britifh were pure . 
‘foing in force toward Skeenfborough, and would reach 
4t before he could get there. This. determined him to 
change his route, and to ftrike into the woods on his 
‘left; left he fhould be intercépted at Fort Anne.  ‘T'wo. 
New England regiments of militia, Leonard’s and 
“Wells s, difeovered fuch a plundering difpofition on their 
‘march, and behaved fo diforderly during the whole re 
treat, that two days after leaving Caftleton he was 


# Burgoyne” 5 State; earl oe Balcarras’ ; and earl of Harring 
declaration. ie 
- -— This account of aid killed, wounded and sins lak on both fides, 
js extracted from the journal of a Britifh officer, who was afterward 
taken, and who mentioned the names of the oft killed and wounded 
on his own fide, 


obliged 
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obliged to difmifs them from the army with difgrace *. 1977. 


Gen. Burgoyne confiding in Frazer’s abilities to condu& 
the purfuit of the Americans by land, turned his atten- 
tion to the purfuit by water. ‘The boom and the other 
obftructions: of the navigation, not having been com- 
pleted, were foon cut through; fo that the gun boats, 
the Royal George and the Inflexible frigates had pafied 
by nine o’clock in the morning. Several regiments 
embarked on board the veffels, and the purfuit was 
fupported with fuch vigor, that by three in the after- 
noon, the foremoft brigade of:gun boats was engaged 
with the enemy’s gallies near Skeenfborough falls. Upon 
the approach of the frigates, oppofition ceafed, two of 


the gallies were taken, and the other three blown up. The 


Americans not being in fufficient force to make an 
effectual ftand, fet fire to their works, fort, mills and 


‘batteaus ; and efcaped as they.could up Wood Creek to 
Fort Anne, where they were joined. by others, ordered 
thither by gen. Schuyler, who.lay.at Fort Edward. On 
the day of the engagement at Hubbardton,. the general 
-was obliged to ftrip the men at the. laft fort, to fend to 
“the troops at the former ;. by. which his own were left 


without lead for fome days, except.a mere trifle from 


Albany, obtained by ftripping. the .windows. » At this 
_ period he had not above feven hundred continentals, and 
not above twice the number of militia; and could not 
- furnifh fmall cannon fufficient for a couple. of little 
_fchooners on Lake George. Lieut. col. Hill was de- 
tached by gen. Burgoyne from Skeenfborough with the 
) ninth regiment, to-take pott near Fort Anne, and watch 


* Confult the Trials of generals St. Clair and Schuyler for many 
facts related refpecting them. 
are: the 


ee 


confiderabie,- 


exceed 4400 men, including militia. 


goyne’ s State, 
8 
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1.777> the motions of tl the Americans. The next morning at 
half paft ten, they attacked him in front,. with a heavy 
and well-directed fire. A large body paffed the creek 
on the left, and fired from a thick wood acrofs the creek 
on the left flank of the regiment; they then began to 
recrofs the creek, and attack it in the rear, It took 
poft on the top of a hill on the right to prevent being 
furrounded. No fooner had it taken poft, than they 
made a vigorous attack, which continued for upward of 
two hours, and would eertainly have carried their point, 
had it not been for fome Indians, who arrived and gave 
the Indian war whoop, which was anfwered by the regi- 
ment with three cheers, after which the Americans foon 
gave way *. They then fired the fort, and retreated to 
| Fort Edward, The artillery loft by the evacuation of 
the northern pofts, and taken or deftroyed in the armed 
veffels at Skeenfborough, was prodigious, amounting to” 
no leis than 128 pieces ferviceable and unferviceable. 
The lofs of flour, bifcuit, ae ancl beef, was Raich a 


- General St. Clair joined gen, Schuyler at Fort hawary! . 
on the twelfth, after a fatiguing march, in which the 
army fuffered much from bad weather and want af pro- 
vifions. » ‘Three days after, their whole ftrength did not. 


The ‘day follow- 


ing the affair at Fort Anne, Schuyler ordered a brigade 
of militia to begin, as near the fort as poffible, to fell 
trees; to take up the bridges, and burn the eoveriigy 
and timber; and to make the utmoft obftructions. 
16. continental lariesde was directed to affift in deftroying? 


* Major Forbes’s account to the kia ht of Pua from Bur: 
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ey 
and completely ftepping the roads. The fame day, gen. 1777" 
Schuyler took out of a canteen with a falfe bottom, a a 
letter written by Mr. Levius to gen. Sullivan. Schuyier | 
prepared an anfwer, defignedly worded fo as to deceive 
and perplex Burgoyne; which he figned Canteen, com- 
municated to feveral gentlemen, and then forwarded. 
The Britith general when it was received, could not tell 
what to make of it. He was puzzled for two or three 
days, and at a lofs whether to proceed or retreat; the 
_ letter was fo completely enigmatical *. . 
Happily for the Americans, the Britifh general cons 
tinued for feveral days, with the army partly at Skeen{- 
borough, and partly fpread in the adjoining country, 
waiting the arrival of tents, baggage and provifion. In. | ‘s 
— which time, no labor was fpared in opening roads for 
advancing toward Schuyler, and in clearing Wood Creck 
of all impediments laid in the way, in order to open a 
 paffage for the batteaus. Like exertions were vufed at 
‘Ty, in carrying gun boats, provifion veffels and batteaus 
gover land into Lake George. By reafon of the route 
which the general took, he did not arrive at Hud{fon’s 
River, and fix his head quarters near Fort Edward, till 
the joth.of July. Fort Edward is no more than the 3% 
ruins of a former fort, and of no confequence to any 
party. It could afford no cover to gen, Schuyler, and 
| only gave a name to the place where it was fituated. 
The general left ir feveral days before Burgoyne gained 
its neighbourhood. He gave this {tate of his army on 
the 27th, at Mofes’ Creek, in an official letter--“ It 
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* When the general was prifoner, he made this acknowledgment to 
ene of Schuyler’s fuite, whom he alked whether he knew any thing of 


it, and who pretended ignorance. 
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438 THE HISTORY OF THEY ® | 
1777 confifts of about 2700 continental troops :—of militia 
from the ftate of Conneéticut—one major—one-captain 
—two lieutenants—two enfigns—one adjutant—one 
quarter mafter—fix fergeants—one drummer—&x fick, 
“and” ‘three rank and  file- fit for duty—the reft after re- 
Thaining three or four days deferted us:-—Of tho from 
the county of Berkfhire (in the Maffachufetts) who con- 
‘Sifted of upward of 1200, half of which were to have 
‘¥emained, fotmewhat more than’ 200 are left, the té- 
‘mainder: having alfo deferted :—Of ‘col. Moteiey’s regi- 
ment from: the county of Hamphhire (Maffachufetts) 
‘about ten or twelve are left, the reft having deferted. 
Of col. Porter's regiment of the courity of Mamphhire, 
‘about 200 left:—Of the militia of the county of Albany, 
1050 aré left, being: forty-fix more ‘than half of what 
“were upon the pround; swhen it was: refalved:to let half 
‘feturn to their habitations.” He added) That torpor; 
“criminal indifference) ‘and want:of fpirit which fo gene- 


“ally prevailsy\is more dangerous than” all-the efforts of 


__ “the’enemy. Nor is that jealoufyand fpirit of detraétion; 
3 which fo unhappily prevails, of fmall-detriment to our 
~eaufe.” The next day he wrote from Saratoga, twenty 
“miles ‘below Fort Edward, ‘and thirty-feven above Alba- 
BY; “Every effort of the-enemy would be “in vain, «if 
our exertions equalled our’ abilities, if our; virtue was 
“not inking” under that infamous venality, which Sedheees 
“throughout and threatens'us with ruin?) 29. 6 6 y 7 
“© "The? defertions above mentioned were not. ta: the } 
: “ enémiy, “but to their own homes: Schuyler was for fome 
“yeafons. a very unacceptable: commander. to. the New 
England militia. They were in general difgufted. with, 
and: would not fexve under ‘him... There were no defer- 
ehcue tions 
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tions-to the royal. army. worth noticing, which. argues °777° 


there were no lurking feeds of difaffection to the Ame- 
rican caufe. | 
Had the. Britifh commander returned immediately to 
Ty, and advanced from thence in the moft expeditious 
manner, with a few light field pieces, inftead of fuffer- 
ing-any delay, in order to his dragging along with him 
-a heavy train of artillery, he might have been at Albany 
by the time he got to Hudfon’s River*. Your cor- 
refpondent, the fifth of October the lait year, breakfafted 
with gen. Gates at Ty; failed in company up Lake 
George (about 35 miles long) with their horfes in bat- 
teaus; landed,: ftayed awhile, and reached Fort Edward 
(about 9-miles from Fort George) at night a little after 
eight.. From Ty to Lake George 1s rather more. than 
two miles- >The two fmall fchooners on the lake, could 
have madé no long refiftance againft a brigade of. gun- 
boats... Fort George was well adapted to keep off Indians 
and {mall parties; but not to {top the royal army. The 
“Americans there, inftead of defending the fort, or op- 
pofing the Janding of the army, would undoubtedly have 
retreated to gens Schuyler at Fort Edward. The latter 
felt himfelf fowweak, that by the 1ft of Auguft he drew 
pack from: Saratoga to Stillwater (25 miles north of Al- 
bany) from whence he wrore on the 4th, “ We have 
-not above 4000 continental troops ; if men, one third 


of which are negroes, boys, and men too aged for field 


or indeed any other fervice, can be called troops. The 
- ftates from whence thefe troops came, can determine 
why fuch boys, negroes and aged men were fent, A 
great part of the army. took the field in a manner naked, 


# General Gates has repeatedly faid as much in my hearing. 
without 
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'777- without blankets, ill armed, and very deficient in accou= 
trements. ‘Too many of our officers would be a diferace 
to the moft contemptible troops that were ever collected; 
and have fo little fenfe of honor, that cafhiering them 
feems no punifhment. They have ftood by, and fuffered 
the moft fcandalous depredations to be committed on 
the poor, diftrefied, ruined and flying inhabitants.” He 
had alfo about fifteen hundred militia. - - 

The evacuation of Tyconderoga and Mount Loddndad 
dence, furprifed gen. Wafhington ; and fpread aftonifh- 
ment and terror through the New-England ftates. The 
general was led to believe that the garrifon was much 
ftronger. The M afachufetts general court were faulty 
in not having feafonably forwarded their quota of troops, 
agreeable to the requifition of congrefs.. The appre- 
henfions of the Maffachufetts people were the greater, as 
their military friends, with gen. Wafhington’s army, in- 
formed them, that the expedition which Sir William 
Howe had undertaken, and for which he was embarking 
his troops from Staten Ifland, was meant againft Bofton. | 
But amid all the difafters which had happened, and the 
confequent terrors, no fort of difpofition to comply with 
Britifh propofitions, appeared in any quarter. . Notwith- 
ftanding the fuccefs that had attended the northern army, 
and the military ftorm that was gathering at Sandy 
Hook, and no one ftate’s knowing where it would fall, 
yet each difcovered a determination to remain indepen- 
dent. The American commander in chief received in+ 
formation, that the common report among the failors 
and foldiers was, that the fleet was going to the Dela- 
ware: but as Howe’s conduét was to him puzzling be- 

yond meafure, fo were the informations he obtained. 

Bp One 
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One time the fhips were ftanding up toward the north !777¢ 
river, Ina little while they were going up the Sound; 
and in an hour after they were failing cut of the Hook. 
Before their failing, a fpirited adventure took place on 
the fide of Rhode Ifland, which not only fully retaliated 
the furprifal of gen? Lee, but procured an indemnifica- 
tion of his perfon. Lieut. col. Barton, of a militia re- 
ciment belonging to that ftate, with feveral other officers 
and volunteers, to the number of forty, paffed by night J uy 
from Warwick neck to Rhode Ifland, and though they 
had a paffage of ten miles by water, eluded the watch- 
fulnefs of the fhips of war and guard boats which fur- 
rounded the ifland. They conduéted their enterprife 
with fuch filence and dexterity, that they furprifed gen. 
Prefcot in his quarters, about one mile from the water 
fide, andl five from Newport, and brought him with 
one of his aids-de-camp fafe to the continent, which 
they had nearly reached before there was any alarm 
among the enemy. ‘This adventure, which with impar- 
tial judges muft outweigh col. Harcourt’s’ capture of 
gen. Lee, produced much exultation on the one fide, 
and much regret on the other, from the influence it 
would neceffarily have on Lee’s deftination. But more 
than a month before, congrefs had received information 
that Lee was treated by gen. Howe with kindnefs, gene- 
rofity and tendetnefs, which had led them to defire 
that col. Campbell and the five Heffian officers fhould 
be treated in a fimilar manner, confiftent with the con- 
finement and fafe cuftody of their perfon’s. They re- 
 folved, within a few days after hearing of Prefcot’s being 
taken, that’an elegant fword fhould be provided and 


_ prefented to col. Barton, 
| The 
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‘777 ‘The Britifh fleet and army which lay’ at Sandy Hook 


July 
23-6 


were deftined for the reduétion of Pennfylvania, parti- 
cularly of Philadelphia, in purfuance of a plan which 
had been fettled between Sir William Howe and lord 
George Germain; but did not fail till the twenty-third. 
The land force confifted of thirty-fix Britith and Het- 
fian battalions, including the light infantry and grena- 
diers, with a powerful artillery, a New York corps called 
the quéen’s rangers, and a regiment of light horfe, ef- 


_ timated altogether at about 16,000. The fleet confifted 


50. 


of 267 fail. Gen. Wafhington, upon the fleet’s failing, 
marched his army toward Pennfylvania, and halted it at 
Corriel’s ferry, Howell’s-ferry, and Trenton. He wrote 
from Corriel’s ferry on the 3oth.—‘ Howe’s (in a: man- 
ner) abandoning Burgoyne is fo unaccountable a matter, 
that till I am fully affured it is fo, I cannot help cafting 
my eyes continually behind me.” He mentioned his 
halting the army, tillthe fleet fhould appear in the De- 
laware, and put the matter out of doubt ;- and’ that he 
had ordered gen. Sullivan’s divifion to halt at Morrif- 
town, that,it might march fouthward or northward, upon 

the firft advice ‘of the Sogn S RYE Y ath intés be 
the North River. 

General Wafhington’s perplexity for inte dap can- 
not be fo well conceived of, as by extra¢ts from his own 
letters ; read then and judge for yéurfelf? « July 3r. 
The enemy’s fleet arrived at the ‘Capes: of Delaware 
yefterday, therefore order the two brigades thrown over 
the river to-march immediately.” « Chefter, Auguft 1. 


I had proceeded thus far, to look-out for a proper place 


to arrange the army, when I received the provoking -ac- 
count, that the enemy’s fleet tae the. Capes -yelterday, 
. and 
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and. fteared ‘eaftward.. I fhall return, with the utmoft 1777. 
expedition to the North River: a fudden ftroke is cer- 
tainly intended by this manceuvre.. Call in every man 
of the militia to ftrengthen the highland pofts.”.. ‘* Au- 
ouft 1. The enemy’s fleet put to fea yefterday morn- 
ing at eight o’clock, and were out of fight three hours 
when. the exprefs came away. It appears gen. Howe 
has been prattifing a deep feint to draw. our whole force 

‘to this point. Counter-march your divifion, and pro- 
ceed with all poffible expedition to Peek’s-kill.” Au- 
gut 3. The conduct of the enemy is difficult, and dif- 
treffing to be underftood.”  “ Auguft 11. On the fe- 
venth the enemy was off Sinepuxent inlet about fixteen 
leagues to the fouthward of the Capes of Delaware, on 
which I have halted for further intelligence.” ‘ Au- 
eguft 22.. The enemy’s fleet have entered Chefapeak. 
There is not now the leaft danger of Howe’s going to 
New England; forward this account to gov. Trumbull, 
to be by him fent on to the eaftward,” 

Sir William Howe, while off the Capes, . received 
that. information, which led him to judge it moft advif- 
able to proceed to Chefapeak Bay, inftead of going up 
the Delaware. Such information could not relate to 
the meafures taken for rendering the navigation of the 
river impracticable. Thefe meafures were matters of fo 
sreat notoriety, that, he muft. have. been ftrangely defi- 


cient in procuring intelligence, if he-did not know them 
| before he left the. Hook. . Befide, the-obftructions in 
the river did not reach fo low down as- either Newcattle 
or Wilmington; as high as either of which, -places the 
fleet might have come with fafety; and had he landed 


at the-firft of-them,, he would have been within 36 miles 
| of 
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1777» of Philadelphia, 14. miles nearer than the Head of Elk. 


The information moft probably related to gen. Wafhing-. 
ton’s having marched the continental army within a cers 
tain diftance of Philadelphia; ‘and, perhaps, to a prof- 
pect of his being joined by a number of difaffected Ame_. 
ricans in the ftates of Maryland and Delaware, upon his 
going up the Chefapeak and landing in Maryland. Be 


that as it may, through unfavorable winds he did not’ 


Bic. enter the Chefapeak till the 16th of Auguit ; and the 


ene 


difficulty of the navigation made it the 25th, before the. 
army landed at Elk ferry. One part advanced to the 
Head of Elk, the other continued at the landing place 
to protect and forward the artillery, ftores and neceffary 
provilions. “The day Sir William entered the Chefapeak, 
he received from lord George Germain, a letter.of May. 
the 18th, wherein was given him the firft intimation, 
that any fupport whatever would be expeéted from him - 
in favor of the northern expedition under gen. Bur- 
goyne, in words to this purpofe— I truft that what- - 
ever you mzcy meditate, it will be executed in time to 
co-cperate with the army ordered to proceed from Cas : 
nada.” Gen. Wafhington upon advice of the Britith 
army’s having Jawded, marched toward the Brandywine 
river, with his troops, amounting in the whole to 11 3000 
prefent and. fit for duty, including 1800 of the Penn- 
fylvania militia. Gen. Greene attended with gen. 
Weeclon, was fent to reconnoitre and find out an eligible 
{pot for their encampment. He pitched upon one at. 
the Crofs Roads, near fix miles diftant from the royal. 
army, which he judged fuitable, as the Americans would, 


there have an open country behind them, from. whence. 
they could draw afliftance, and would have opportuni- © 


ties 
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ties of fkirmifhing with the enemy before they were or- 1777 
ganized and provided with teams and horfes, &c. for 
marching ; and-as Howe’s troops would be a long while 
cramped before they could get what was wanting in or- 
der to their proceeding. He wrote to the commander 
in-chief, acquainting him with the fpot he had chofen. 
But the infornmiation-was received too late; a council of 
war had determined the fame day it was tranfmitted, to 
take a pofition upon Red-Clay Neck, about half way 
between Wilmington and Chrifhiana, alias Chrifteen, with 
their left upon. Chrifteen-neck, and their right extend- 
ing toward Chad’s Ford. When the reafon hers it, that 
jt would prevent the enemy’s paffing on for Philadel- 
_ phia, was affigned to gen. Greene, he maintained, that 
they would:not think of Philadelphia, till they had beaten 
the American army ; and upon his obferving the pofi- 
tion which had been taken, he condemned it as. being 
greatly hazardous, and fuch as muft be abandoned, fhould. 
the enemy when organized advance toward them. ‘The 
Americans however, {pent much time and labor 1 
ftrengthening the poft. | | 
Let us break off here to mention fome of the con- 
greffional proceedings. In the beginning of June, they 
approved gen. Wafhington’s conduct as to the cartel for 
exchange of prifoners, and his reafoning upon. the fub- 
ject. The general had acquainted Sir William Howe, 
_ that he did “ not hold himfelf bound either by the fpirit 
of the agreement, or by the principles of .juftice,. to 
account for thofe prifoners, who, from the rigor and 
feverity of their treatment, were in fo emaciated and 
janguifhing a ftate at the time they came out, as to ren- 
der their death-almoft certain and inevitable, and which, 
in 
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1777- in many inftances, happened while they were returning. 
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to their homes, and in many others after their arrival.” 
He faid to him, “ You muft be fenfible that our en-. 
gagement, as well as all others of the kind, though in 
letter it expreffes only an equality of rank and number, 
as the rule of exchange, yet it neceflarily implies a re- 
gard to the general principles of mutual compenfation 
and advantage. This is inherent in its nature, is the 
voice of reafon, and no ftipulation, as to the condition | 
in which prifoners fhould be returned, was requifite, 
Flumanity dictated, that their treatment fhould be fuch 
as their health and comfort demanded. Nor is this the | 
language of humanity alone—juttice declares the fame. 
The obje& of every cartel, or fimilar agreement, is the 


- benefit of the prifoners themfelves, and that of the con-. 


tending powers—on this footing it equally exacts, that 
they fhould be well treated, as that they fhould be ex- 
changed : the reverfe is therefore an evident infraction, 
and ought to fubject the party, on whom it is charge- 
able, to all the damages and il i eceihat ps siciuine’ 
econ ihe 2’ | 
Goagiet cS heats That ae fag of the Phiten | 
United States be thirteen ftripes, alternate red and white; _ 
that the uffion be thirteen ftars; white in a blue field, — 
reprefenting a new conftellation.” <* Refolved, That a P 
corps of invalids be formed, confifting of eight compa- 
nies, each company to have one captain, two lieutenants, 
two enfigns, five fergeants, fix corporals, two drum-_ 
mers, two fifers and a hundred men. This corps to be — 
Wee in erin and for guards i in Cities and. other , 


ie Sea the bret on this. fubje& between Howe and Wathingtos, 
and others, in the Remembrancer, vol. v. P: 214 to 220, and p. 250. 


places, 
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places, as alfo to ferve as a mili cas {chool for young 1777 

gentlemen, previous to their bein appointed to march~ 

int repiménts.”” Lewis Nea ela; was immediately 
after ele€ted colonel of the faid corps. 

The inhabitants of the New Hampfhire grants having 
fet'up an independent government, prefented a petition 
to‘ congrels, praying that they might be confidered as 
a free and indepen dent ftate, and that delegates from 
them might be admitted to feats in Se avarh Their june 
petition was difmifted. But though it was difmiffed, 3% 

the petitioners have not diffolved their government, but 
“are refolutely deterrnined to continue a free and inde- 
pendent ftate. 

Conerefs refumed the confideration of certain letters July 
from generals Sullivan, Greene and Knox, all dated the 7" 
firft of July ; whereupon congrefs came to the following 
unanimous refolution: ‘¢ That the prefident tranfmit to 
gen. Wafhington copies of the letters from generals Sul- 
livan, Greene and Knox'to congrefs, ‘with directions to 
him to let thofe officers know, that congrefs confider 


the faid letters as an ae to influence their decifions, 
an invafion of the liberties of the people, and indicating 
a ‘want of confidence in the jufticé of congrefs ; t that ic 
is ‘expected by congrefs, the {aid officers will make pro- 
| per acknowledgments for an interference of fo’ dange- 
rous a tendency ; but if any of thofe officers are unwil- 
ling to ferve their country under the authority of con- 
- grefs, arin fhall be at liberty to refign their commiffions 
and retire.” ~ Their lettérs are’ fispotee to have related - 
to the affair of Monfieur du Coudray and other French. 
_ officersy which,will be. immediately mentioned ;. and. to 
_ have contained:an intimation, that placing any oF ‘thefe- 
Vor. II. Kk Over 
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1777. over their heads would be preventive of their ferving 
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their country longer. If they have made any acknow-. 
ledgments to congrets, the fame have not been printed — 
in the journals, or have hitherto efcaped my fearch. . 

_ About the latter end of April, the Amphitrye arrived - 
at Portfmouth from France, with militaryg§tores, in- 
trenching tools, &c. By the fame or a. fi lar oppor= 
tunity, Monf. du Cotidray, and feveral more officers. 


came over with a view of ferving in the American army, 
upon terms agreed between them and Mr. Deane. Mr. 
Deane contracted with du Coudray for half a hundred 
officers. C oudray was to be commander in chief of the. 
artillery and engineers ; to have the rank of major a | 
neral ; to precede fome others by exprefs ftipulation, and, 
all by the pr e-eminence ufual to artillery. He was, to , 
be under no order, but of congrefs and gen, Wafhing- 
ton; to have the pay of a major general in a feparate 
department; and to be penfioned for life. Congrefs 
was embarraffed. ‘There was no eftablifhing of fuch an 
agreement without offering an infult to their own Ame- © 
rican officers of the firftt rank, and obliging them (in | 
honor) to quit the fervice, unlefs they would ever after — 
be efteemed the fpiritlefs tools of congrefs. On the. 
rith of July, a committee of the whole refolved, “ That — a 
Mr. Silas Deane had not any powers or authority from | 
congrefs to make the treaty with Mr. du Coudray, and , | 
the Ciifer French gentlemen therein mentioned, and. 7 
therefore that congrefs-are not by any “means bound. to, 
fulfil the. terms theréof.”. Mr. Deane’s inftruétion was. Sig 
to engage engineers uot exceeding four. ‘The néxt day it ; 


was refolved, “* That it is the opinion | of this commit=,. 


tees tide the faid agreement is inconfifent with the in- 2 _ 
terett, 
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tereft, honor and fafety of thefe United States.” This 1777+ ca 
report being made, was fmothered out of tendernefs, 
and laid on the table, that a trial might be made to quiet 

the military ambition of du Coudray. They therefore 

on the 1th “ refolved, That a committee of three be July fi 
appointed to confer with Monf. du Coudray ; that they ‘> 
inform him, congrefs cannot comply with the agreement 
he has entered into with Mr. Deane ; but fenfible of the 
fervices he has rendered thefe ftates, and having a fa- 
vorable opinion of his merits and abilities, they will 
cheertully give him fuch rank and appointments as {hall 
not be inconfiftent with the honor and fafety of thefe 
ftates, or interfere with the great duties they owe to their 
conftituents.” They afterward ordered money to be 
advanced to him, for the fupport of himfelf and the gen- 
tlemen who came with him from France; and on the 
11th of Auguft appointed him infpector general of ord- 
nance and military manufactories, with the rank of ma- 


‘jor general. 
“ Whereas the marquis de la Fayette, out of his great 31, 
zeal to the’ caufe of liberty, in which the United States 
are engaged, has left his family and conneétions, and at 
his own expence come over to offer his fervice to the 
United States without penfion or. particular allowance, 
and is anxious to rifque his life in our caufe —Re- 
| folved, That his fervice be accepted, and that, in con- 
-fideration of his zeal, illuftrious family and conneétions, 
he have the rank and commiffion of major general in 

the army of the United States.” | 

- The proceedings of congrefy muft be fufpended, till 
_fome account has been given of this noble phenomenon. 
(e Kk 2 To 
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1777. In 1776, the, marquis, at. the age of: nineteen, eff 
poufed the caufe of the Americans, and determined 
upon joining them in perfon. He communicated his 
intention to the American commiffioners at Paris, who 
failed’ not to. encourage, it, juftly concluding that the 
eclat of his departure would be ferviceable to. their caufes 

. Events however immediately occurred, which would, 
have deterred from his undertaking a perfon lefs deter- 
mined than. the marquis. News arrived in France, 
that the remnant of the. American army, reduced to 
2000 infurgents as they were called,. had fled toward. 
Philadelphia through the Jerfeys, before an army of 
30,000 regulars. - This news fo effectually extinguifhed 
the little credit which America had jn Europe, that their 
commiffioners could not procure a veffel to forward this — 
nobleman’s project. Under thefe circumftances they 
thought it but honeft to difcourage his profecuting | the 
enterprife, t till 2 change in affairs fhould render it lefs. 
hazardous or more promifing. Tt was in vain however — 
that they acted fo candid a part. The flame, which the 
American fons of f liberty had kindled in his breaft, could. 
not be interrupted by their misfortunes. $e Hitherto,” 
{aid he, in the true fpirit of heroifm, “ I have only che-. 
rifhed your caufe; now I am going to ferve it. The 
lower it is in the opinion of the people, the greater ef- 
fect my departure will have; and fince you cannot get: 
a veffel, I fhall purchafe and fit out one, to carry. your: 
-difpatches to congrefs, and. me to “America.” He aca 
cordingly fitted out a vefiel, and in the. mean while: 
made'a vifit to Great Britain, that the part he was go~ 
ing to abe might be rendered the more soumionaeas af 
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A ftep fo extraordinary, a patron of fo much impor- *777* 


“tance, did not fail to engage henieer lf trention. The 
French court, whatever were their good wilhes toward 
America, could not at that time overlook his elope- 


ment. “He was overtaken by an order forbidding his | 
proceeding to America, and veffels were difpatched to’ 
the Weft Indies to have him confined in cafe he was 
found in that quarter. He acknowledged the receipt of 


the order, but did not obey it; and keeping clear of 
the Weft Indies, arrived in Charleftown. Congrefs 
could not hefitate a moment about paying a due atten- 
tion to fo remarkable a character, when intelligence of 
the fame was communicated. The marquis had left a 


to, in common with the leaders of the American reyo- 
lution, he has expofed himfelf to the lofs of every thing 
at home in confequence of the laws of France, after 
hazardinge a long confinement without the chance of 
being acknowledged by any nation, had he fallen jnto 
Britith hands on his paflage to America. 

He received the congrefs’s mark of approbation with 
sreat condefcenfion ; and yet not without exacting two 
conditions, which difplayed the dignity of his fpirit— 
the one that he fhould be permitted to ferve at his own 
expence—the other that he fhould begin his fervices as 


'_avolunteer. After joining the army, he lived with the 


commander in chief, and was happy in his friendfhip 


and affection. 


Now to refume the narration of what was done in 


the great council of the United States, 
Kk 3 Congrefs 


‘pregnant confort, and the moft endearing connections, — 
Independent of the rifks he has now fabjedted himfelf 
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Congrefs direéted gen. Wafhington to order fuch ge. 
neral officer as he fhould think proper to repair imme- 
diately to the northern department, to relieve general 
Schuyler in his command. there. but upon hjs wifhing 
to be excufed, they refolved to proceed to the election 


Aug. Of one, when the ballots being taken, it appeared that — 
gen. Gates was elected by the vote of eleven ftates. 


Congrefs having made new regulations in the depart- _ 


‘ment of the commiffary general of purchafes, Mr, 


Jofeph Trumbull refiened his commiffion, and fignified 
his intention of difcontinuing his fervice on the 20th of — 


‘the month. They upon that ‘ refolved, That Mr, 


Trumbull, with the officers under him, be defired to — 
continue jn the bufinefs of fupplying the army under the 


‘former eftablifhment, until the commiffaries general of 


purchafes and iffues fhall fignify their readinefs to pet 
ceed therein ‘under the new regulations.” 


_ To what influence Mr, Trumbull imputed the reou- 


ne that occafioned his refignation, and what was 


his opinion as to the manner of conduéting bufinefs in 
congrefs, may be gathered from a letter of his, wherein — 
he wrote on the firft of September-—* I have quitted 
the commiflary department. The regulations, which 
are the ground on which I have quitted, were formed 
by the junto Is it known in your ftate [the Maffachu- 
fetts] that the prefident is with the Yorkers and fouthern % 
Bafhaws : that if he wants any thing moved, his brother eo 
delegates are not applied to, but the motion comes from 
Duane, or fome other perfon of no better character 5 
and that there is no harmony between him and his bre- 
thren £” 
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“ Refolved, That the prefident inform gen. Wath- 1777: 
ington, that congrefs never intended by any commiffion is 
hitherto granted by them, or by the eftablifhment of 
any department whatever, to fuperfede or circumicribe 
the power of gen. Wafhington as the commander in 
chief of all the continental land forces within the United 
States.” . : | 
The Britifh troops ftationed on Staten’s Ifland were 
often making incurfions into the Jerfeys, and carrying 
off inhabitants, cattle, &c. ‘This induced gen. Sullivan 
to fettle a plan with col. Ogden for attacking the ifland. 
The latter had, properly fpeaking, a feparate command, 
but agreed to join the general in the expedition. The 
general was to go from Elizabeth town point; and the 
colonel with his own and col. Dayton’s regiment, joined 
by a hundred militia, were to crofs from another fpot, 
to pafs up Frefh-kill creek, and to come in the rear of 
col. Lawrence, who was encamped near the ferry with 
about 150 men, whom he was to attack by day break, 
The general felected from the brigades of gens. Small- 
wood and De Borre, fuch men as were beft able to en- 
dure the march, amounting to’ near tooo. Thefe he 
ordered to march at two o’clock in the afternoon from 
Hanover to Elizabeth-town, about 16 miles, where they 
arrived in the evening; on the 22d of Auguft they 
crofied over before day light. The colonel proceeded 
to execute the part of the plan allotted him. It had 
been fettled, that the general fhould fend two regiments 
to the neck of land feparating the quarter where the 
colonel was to begin his attack from the reft of the ifland, 
by their poflefling of which the retreat of the enemy 
would. be cut off, and a furrender neceffarily follow. 
Kner dither? 3 When 
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*777* When the colonel had fucceeded in the commencement 
of his operations, and faw numbers flying to the neck, | 
he expected they would have been ftopt there; but was | 
furprifed at oblerving the contrary, and that the occu-_ | 
pancy of the ground had not taken place. Unhappily, 
the general upon landing, inftead of keeping to the plan 
propofed, marched feven miles toward the forts, which, 
occafioned a lofs of time, and increafed the fatigue of 
the troops, many of whom had marched near upon) 
twenty miles to the place where they crofled. Their 
fatigue occafioned feveral’s dropping behind, and being 
pickt up by the enemy. ‘I'he colonel having captured — 
130 privates and fome officers, and having taken aking’s — 
thallop, put them on board and fent them of to Eliza- 
beth-town, The perfon who had the care of them, being 
but an- indifferent hand, though the beft that could be ~ 
Spared, was not fufficiently attentive to circumftances, 
fo that the boats which were to have attended gen. Sul. 7 
livan’s motions, and which had tran{ported his divifion, 
rowed off, the boatmen concluding from the regimentals 
of the prifoners upon deck, and other appearances, that 
the king’s fhallop was in purfuit of them. The troops 
of that divifion deftroyed fome ftores; burnt a magazine 


poi ea 


of hay and feven. vefiels; and did other damage: but 
the grand defign of the expedition failed by the general’s 
varying from the plan concerted between him and the — 
colonel. When the general was advancing toward the 
ground occupied by the latter, no horfemen were {ent — 
forward to reconnoitre, or to inform the colonel of the 
general’s approach, fo that Ogden was at a lofs for fome 
time whether it was a friend or an enemy that was 
marching up to him, When the general joined him, 
though 
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though the boats which were to have attended Sullivan 2797. 
were wanting, and the deficiency in number of thofe 
prefent made difpatch in tranfporting the troops abfo- 
lutely neceflary, the general ufed no expedition in getting 
them over; but loitered away the precious time that 
fhould have been improved to the utmoft, fo that the 
misfortune of the day was increafed. The rear guard 
confifting of 100 men, could not get off before the 
enemy appeared in force to attack them. They were 
commanded by majors Steward and Tillard, and took 
poft on an eminence, where they defended themfelves 
bravely for a while, and then retreated to another emi- 
nence, and fo toathird. ‘They maintained their ground, 
with great valor, till their ammunition was all fpent, 
when a number of them, who could not poffibly get off, 
furrendered prifoners of war. ‘The Americans loft in 
the courfe of the day in killed, wounded and prifoners, 
toward 200. The killed, wounded and prifoners on the, 
other fide, might be nearly the fame. Gen. Sullivan. 
captured eight and twenty tories, and a colonel or capt. 
Barton, who was too unwieldy to run off with his com- 
rades. He joined to them the other prifoners, and fent 
the whole to Philadelphia in triumph. While upon the 
expedition, the general gained poffeffion of fome records 
and papers belonging to the quakers, which with a letter 
were forwarded to congrefs, and referred to a comunittee. 
On the 28th of Auguit, “ The committee reported— Aug. 
That the feveral teftimonies which have been publithed 
 fince the commencement of the prefent conteft betwixt 
Great Britain and America, and the uniform tenor of 
the conduct and converfation of a number of perfons of - 
; confiderable wealth who profefs themfelves to belong to 
the 


| 
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it certain and notorious that thofe perfons are with much 


and. brethren in religious profeffion in thefe arid the ad- 


many members of the fociety called Quakers, through- 


aforefaid originated in the city of Philadelphia, and as 
the perfons whofe names are undermentioned have uni- 


caule of America, therefore—Refolved, That it be 


of the ftate of Pennfylvania forthwith to apprehend. and 
_ fecure the perfons of Jofhua Fifher, Abel James, James 
Pemberton, Henry Drinker, [frael Pemberton, John 
- Pemberton, John James, Samuel Pleafants, Thomas. 
Wharton, fen. Thomas Fifher fon of Jofhua, and’Sa- 
muel Fifher fon of Jofhua, together with all fuch papers: 

in their poffefion as may be of a political nature.” 


nection 


1777. the fociety of people commonly called quakers, render 


rancor and bitternefs difaffected to the American caufe: | 
) that as thefe perfons will have it in their power, fo there 
is No’doubt it will be their inclination, to communicate © 
intelligence to the enemy, and in various other ways to 
injure the counfels and arms of America:—That when 
the enemy in the month of December 1776, were bend-= — 
ing their progrefs toward the city of Philadelphia, a cer- _ 
tain feditious publication, addreffed ” To our friends — 


jacent provinces,“ fined ” John Pemberton, in and on 
behalf of the meeting of fufferings held at Philadelphia — 
for Pennfylvania and New Jerfey, the twenty-fixth of 
the twelfth month 1776, was publithed, and as your — 
‘ committee is credibly informed, circulated amoneft — 


earneftly recommended to the {upreme’ executive council 


Fi 


e 


é out the different ftates:—That as the feditious paper — 


formly manifefted a difpofition highly inimical to the : 


«© And whereas there is ftrong reafon to apprehend 
that thefe perfons maintain a correfpondence and con~— 
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nection highly prejudicial to the public fafety, not only 
in this ftate; but in the feveral ftates of America :— 
Refolved, That it be recommended to the executive 
-powers of the refpective ftates forthwith to apprehend 
and fecure all perfons, as well among the people called 
quakers as others, who have in their general conduct 
-gnd converfation evidenced a difpofition inimical to the 
caufe of America; and that the perfons fo feized be 
confined in fuch wlaces, and treated in fuch manner, as 
fhall be confiftent with their refpective characters and 
-fecurity of their perfons:—T hat the records and papers 
-of the meetings of fufferings in the refpective flates be 
forthwith fecured and carefully examined, and that fuch 
_parts of them as may be of a political nature be forth- 
with tranfmitted to congrefs.—The faid report being 
-read, and the feveral paragraphs confidered-and debated, 
-and the queftion put feverally thereon, the fame was 
agreed to.”—-“ Ordered, That the board of war remove 
agnder guard to a place of fecurity out of the ftate of 
-Pennfylvania, the honorable John Penn efg; and Benja- 
~ min Chew efq; and that they give orders for having 
them fafely fecured, and entertained agreeable to their 
yank and ftation in life.” ; 
A number of quakers, befide thofe mentioned, toge- 
ther with feveral perfons of a different denomination, 
were taken up by the fupreme executive council of Penn- 
fylvania, concerning whom conegrefs refolved, on the 
8th of September, “ That it be recommended to the 
_- faid council to order the immediate departure of fuch 
of the faid prifoners as refufe to fwear or affirm allegi- 
ance to the ftate of Pennfylvania, to Stanton ia Sih 

gutta county) Virginia.” 
Eight 
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«777. Eight days before, on the laft of Auguft, a member | 
of congrefs writing upon public affairs thus expreffed : 
himfelf, “« The frauds, the peculations, the profufion, | 
which have done us more injury than the whole force 
of our foreign enemies, have been chiefly owing to the 
want of government, and the want of difcipline. Howe 
has planned his operations in fuch a manner as to give | 
us a vaft advantage both of him and Burgoyne.” 

Reports prejudicial to gen. Sullivan were circulated, | 
‘upon which congrefs refolved, on the firft of the month, 
“© That gen, Wafhington be directed to appoint a court 
of inquiry on the late expedition by gen. Sullivan againtt 
the Britifh forces on Staten Ifland.” The ftatement of- 
the particulars inquired into was fo formed, that he ob- 
tained an honorable acquittal, fuch as was highly pleafing a 
to congrefs: but had major Jofeph Bloomfield been 
énough recovered of his wound to have attended the 
court, he would fcarce have efcaped fo well.” | 

Let us refume the tranfactions of Sir William Howe 

and gen. Wafhington. Sir William was fo diftreffed 
for want of horfes (numbers having died on their paffage) 
and of other neceflaries to aid his march, that it was 
not till the 3d of September that the royal army moved _ 
‘forward. On its advancing near to the Americans, thefe 
abandoned their ground, perceiving that it would not” 
anfwer their firft expectation; croffed the Brandywine at - 
-» Chad’s ford and took poffeffion of the heights on the 
eaft fide of it, with an evident intention of difputing the 
paflage of the river. Upon an apprehenfion that the 
royal forces would attempt croffing at Chad’s ford, een. 
“Washington potted his main ftrength at that. point; and 
gen. Maxwell, with about 1000 light troops, was fent _ 
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over to pofiets himfelf of the oppofite height; and in 1777. 
the night of the roth, they formed-a flight breaft work 
with the limbs. of trees. | 
By day break.the next morning, the Britifh army ad- Sept 
yances in two columns: the right under the command *"* 
of gen. Knyphaufen, which marches directly for Chad’s 
ford. A party is moved on to diflodge Maxwell, which 
he repulfes; they are reinforced, and come on a fecond 
time without fucceeding. On this a {trong detachment 
is fent round a piece of woods to come. upon his flank, 
while the other attack him anew in front. erceiving 
this movement, he retreats acrofs the river with a trifling 
lofs. Gen. Knyphaufen keeps up a cannonade, and an 
appearance of forcing the ford, till he fhall hear: that 
the left column has. attacked the Americans, and then 
he means to attempt it. This fecond column, under the: 
command of Liord Cornwallis, gens. Grey, Matthew: 
and Agnew, marches for the forks of the Brandywine. 
‘The movement is early obferved. Gen. Sullivan writes 
to. the commander in chief, that it is clearly his opinion, 
that the enemy will come round on their right flank. 
He fends him two meflages in the forenoon confirming’ 
the fame. Lieut. col. James Rofs forwards, at elever: 
o'clock from Great Valley road, this intelligence—* A- 
large body of the enemy, from every account 5000; 
with fixteen or eighteen field pieces, marched along this 
road juft now. Their front muft be now at the ford ; 
we are clofe in their rear with about feventy men. I. 
believe gen. Howe is with this party, as Jofeph Gal-- 
loway was here known by the inhabitants, with many of. 
whom he fpoke, and told’them that gen. Howe was with » 
him.” Other accounts corroborating the movement of" 
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#777. the fecond column toward the forks, gen. Wafhington: 


fettles it with gen. Greene, that he fhall crofs with his 
divifion at the lower ford, and attack gen. Knyphaufen.: | 
He at the fame time fends word to Sullivan to crof the 
Brandywine with his, and fall upon the enemy’s left ;* 
while the army croffes below to attack their right. The - 
commander in chief hopes, by defeating Knyphaufen, 
to fecure thofe advantages, which will outweigh any that’ 
gen. Flowe may gain by forcing the troops, oppofed to” 
his left column, to retreat. Sullivan is preparing to 
execute Wafhington’s order, when major Spears comes 
up and tells him, that there is not the leaft appearance . 
of the enemy in that quarter; which is confirmed by a 
fergeant Tucker of the light horfe, fent out purpofely to — 
make difcoveries, Sullivan conceives it to be his duty 
to convey Spears’s information to the commander in’ _ 
chief. This unfortunate intelligence deranges the dif- 
pofition that has been determined on, in confequence of 
prior information; fo that gen. Greene, who has crofted ° te 
with his advanced guard, is recalled. Mean while the: A 
fecond or left column of the Britith army crofs the forks 
of the Brandywine, the firft branch at Trimble’s ford,” 
and the fecond at Jeffery’s ford, about two o’clock in > 
the afternoon, taking from thence the road to Dilworth, > 
In order to turn the right of the American’s, confifting 
of three divifions, Sullivan’s, Lord Stirling’s and another: ~ 
officer’s. _The Britith form and advance in order: of- fl 
battle, Sullivan, upon information of what has taken - , 
place, marches to reinforce the two other divifions neareft | 
the Britith. He takes rather too large a circuit, and is * 


ar 


- fo Jate upon the ground as to exclude all poffibility of 


making a perfect difpofition. Before’ he has time to) 
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ride from one end of the line to the other, he is fud-1777- 


denly attacked by numbers unknown to him, and upon 
ground that he never faw before; {fo that his troops are 
thrown into confufion, and retreat with the utmoft pre- 
cipitation, This happens between four and five in the 
Gens. Wafhington and Greene being toge- 
ther, and hearing the firing, conclude that Sullivan is 
attacked. Greene immediately haftens his firft brigade, 
commanded by gen. Weedon, toward the {cene of ac- 
tion with fuch uncommon expedition, that in forty and 
two minutes it advances near four miles. 


afternoon. 


The fecond 
brigade is ordered by Wafhington to march a different 
route, as it cannot be up in time for fervice. General} 
Knyphauten, finding that the parties on his left are deeply 
engaged, crofles at Chad’s ford, attacks the divifion un- 


der gen. Wayne, and the light troops under Maxwell, 


obliges them to retire after a fevere conflict, and pof- 
feffes himfelf of the intrenchment, battery and cannon, 
which were meant for its defence. Greene, as he ap- 
proaches the fcene of action, perceives that Sullivan’s 
defeat is a perfect route. 
the field, and it 1s agreed that Greene’s brigade {hall 
cover the retreat of the flying troops. 
firing his field pieces in the rear as he retreats, and con- 


A council of war is held upon 


Greene keeps 


Sri 


tinues retreating half a mile, till he comes to a narrow | 


pafs, well fecured on the nght and left by woods, Here 


he draws up-his force, confifting of the Virginia troops, 
and a regiment of Pennfylvanians commanded by col. 


Stewart; and fends his artillery on, that it may be fafe 
in cafe of his being under the neceffity of making an 


hafty retreat... A warm engagement commences, which 
lafts from the fun’s being three quarters of an hour high 
30, 08u) 
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r777-till dark. The tenth Virginia regiment, commanded - 
‘by col. Stevens, fupports the attack’ of the Biitith can= 
nonade and mufketry for fifteen minutes, though they 
have never before been engaged. The whole brigade 
exhibits fuch a degree of* order, firmnef$ and refolution, | 
and preferves fuch a countenance in extremely fharp fer. 
vice, as would not difcredit veterans. Wayne and: the © 
North Carolinians, with the artillery and light troops, 
after their defeat by Knyphaufen, pais the rear of it in 
their retreat. At dark, that alfo is withdrawn by gen. 
Greene :: the extreme fatigue of the royal troops, toge- — 
gether with the latenefs and darknefs of the evening, 
prevents its being purfued. | 
A few hours more of day light might have fo ani- 4 
mated the conquerors, notwithftanding all their fatigue, 
‘as to have produced thofe exertions which would have’ 
been productive of a total and ruinous defeat to the’ y 
Americans. Gen. Greene is apprehenfive that thefe loft! 
in killed, wounded and prifoners, twelve or ‘thirteen’ 
hundred; and that the royal army did not fuffer, on’ 
their part, fhort of feven or eight -hundred, in killed and’ — 
wounded. ‘The Americans loft alfo ten fmall field pieces, © 
and a howitzer, of which all but one were brafs. | 
A great number of French officers were in the action. — 
The baron de St. Ouary ferving asa volunteer was taken. 
The congrefs will undoubtedly do all they can to obtain” ‘ 
his releafe. Policy will oblige them to it, no lefs than’ 
a regatd to his rank and merit in the French army. The? ” 
marquis de la Fayette gave the firft proof of ‘his nila i 
tary character in this engagement, and was wounded in’ — 
the leg on the {pot where the effort of the enemy was’ 
greateft.. The wound however did not force him from’ 
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the field; where he continued his endeavours to rally the 1777. 


Americans as well by his words as example. Count 
Pulafki, a Polifh nobleman; with a party of light horfe, 
rode up to reconnoitre the enemy; within piftol fhot of 
their front; and on the fourth day after the action, was 
elected by nerefs a commander of the horfe, with the 
rank of brigadier. Capt. Louis de Fleury’s horfe was 
killed under him. He fhowed much courage, and was 
fo ufeful in rallying the troops, that congrefs, within 
two days, ordered him to be prefented with another 
horfe; as a teftimonial of the fenfe they had of his merit, 
Confidering that gen. Wafhington had to fight the Britifh 
army with an inferior number of raw troops, and low 
the attack upon Him was circumftanced, through the 
falfe intellicence he received, he may be thought to have 
fuffered lefs than could have been expected. He dif- 
covered a true magnanimity of mind, in that (though 
he attributed the misfortunes of the day principally to 
the infortriation of major Spears) he never blamed gen. 
Sullivan for conveying it, but declared that he fhould 
have thought him culpable had it been concealed. He 
retreated after the action to Chefter, and the next day 
to Philadelphia. 

The evening after the battle, a party of Britith was 
{ent to Wilmington, who took the governor ‘of the De- 
laware ftate, Mr. M‘Kenley out of his bed, and poffeffed 
themfelves of a fhallop lying in the creek, loaded with 
the rich effects of fome of the inhabitants, together 
_ with the public records of the county, a large quantity 
of public and private money, ali the papers and certi- 
ficates belonging to’the loan office and treafury office 
there, articles of plate, &c. 

Wore iT. 1a a General 
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777+ General Greene has been rather diffatisfied ac pen, 
Wathington’s omitting to take fpecial notice of Wee- 
don’s brigade, in general orders, for its bravery. But. 
the commander in chief, cenfidering that there was a 
prevailing apprehenfion that Greene was his favorite, 
and that the Virginians were his own {tate troops, de- 
clined it, that fo he might not excite a difagreeable jea- 
loufy, and give offence to the troops of other flates. 
Sept. A Jetter from Monf. du Coudray to Mr. Chafe was: 
laid before congrefs and read, ‘ wherem he requefts for 
himfelf and fundry gentlemen, who accompanied him 
to this country from France, to have an opportunity of — 
fighting in the American army without running the rifk 
of not being fubjeéts of exchange, fhould they by the 
fortune of war be made prifoners; mentions that any 
rank which congrefs may think proper to give him and — 
them will be acceptable; and afks for himfelf only 
she rank of captain, for the commiffioned officers who _ 
accompanied him, the rank of lieutenants, and for the 
non-commifiioned the rank of enfigns: whereupon it 
was refolved, that his requeft be complied with, and~ 
that commiffions be made out accordingly.”; | 
_ The fame day gen. Wafhington left Philadelphia, 
and recrofled the Schuylkill, with a firm intent of giv- 
-ing Sir William Howe battle, wherever he could meet 
‘him: he accordingly by the next day had advanced as 
far as the Warren tavern on the Lancafter road. Monf. 
“du Coudray, with a number of French gentlemen,. fet 
6. off to join the army, as volunteers, about twelve o’clock. 
He rode a young mare, full of {pirits, into the flat-bot- 
“tomed boat, ufed. for ferrying acrofs the Schuylkill, 
and not being able to {hop her career, fhe went out at 
g \ he 
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the othet end into the river; with her rider on het back. 1777 - 
Coudray difengaged himfelf from het, but was drowned, 
notwithftanding all the attempts made to fave him. 

General Howe, while marching the army in two co- 
lumns toward Gofhen, heard that the Americans were 
within five miles of it,-and immediately determined to 
pufh forward and attack them. Intelligence was brought 1,, 
to gen. Wafhington of his approach. Gen. Sullivan 

was directed to draw up the American troops in ordet 
of battle. Gen. Greene obferved, that at a little dif. 
tance in their rear was a large piece of water, extending 
their whole length, and which in cafe of a defeat me 
prevent their retreating. He rode to gen. Wathington, 
acquainted him with what he had noticed, and afked 
whether he meant that the troops fhould fieht in that 
fituation. He was defired to arrange them differently. 
Mean time gen. Wayne with the advance, was ensaged 
“with the enemy a confiderable oes off, . While 


Greene was removing the army to a new pofition, it be- 
gan to rain. Soon after it poured like one incefant 

thunder fhower. It continued raining till the next day. 

Thus both parties were rendered equally and totally in- 

capable of action. The Atnericans have reafon to be 

thankful for this providential interpofition, as it is highly 

probable that an engagement with troops flufhed with 

the preceding viGory, better difciplined, and more ex: 

perienced, would have terrninated greatly to their difad- 

vantage. On examining their arms on the 18th, they 

were found to be much impaired. Befide, all the am- 

munition in the cartouch boxes was entirely ruined. Gen. 

Wafhington therefore withdrew the arihy te a place of 
fecurity; and filed off toward Reading. 

| UR oo: General 
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thet anirsTtox ye? Tae P 
General Greene, in company with col. Tilghman, oné? 


- of Wafhington’s aids, reconnoitred for a pofition, and? 


fixed upon the range of mountains from Valley Forge - 
toward the Yellow Springs. He confidered the ground 
as flrong, difficult of accefs, and yet allowing of an 
eafy défcent ; and as favorable for partial aétions with- — 
out admitting of any very decifive. Gen. Wayne being 
in the rear of Sir William Howe, Greene concluded that 
the. pofition would bring all the American force partly 
upon Sir William’s fank and rear, and within ftriking 
diftance of him, if he attempted croffing the Schuyl-_ 
kill, and would oblige him to fight the Americans on 
their own terms. He thought alfo, that the pofition 
would afford them the probability of beating him; or 
at leaft of fo crippling him, as that he would not ven=— 
nite to poflefs himfelf of Philadelphia ; and that im cafe’ 
of their being beaten, it would afford them a fafe res 
treat. He tranfmitted his fentiments to the commander 
in chief by letter, but not before hearing from him, that 
it had been determined in council, to crofs the Schuyl-— 
kill above French-creek, and take 4 pofition in front: of 


% 
eo. Howe. | | i 


On the nineteenth gen. W afhineton wrote to Wayne 

—« By the advice of the general officers, I have deters 
mined, that the army, under my immediate command, 
crofs the Schuylkill at Parker’s ford, and endeavour to 
get down in time to oppofe the enemy in front,. whilft 
the corps under your command, in conjunction. with. 
gen. Smallwood cee col. Gift, act to the greateft advan- 
tage in the rear.” cis 

Geriari Howe, upon intelligence ne Wayne was 
lying 1 in the woods. with a corps of 1500 men, and four 


pea 
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pieces of cannon, in the rear of the leit wing of his: 
army, detached gen. Grey on the 2oth, late at night, 
with two regiments and a body of light infantry to fur- 
prife him. ‘Grey gained Wayne’s left about one o’clock 
in the morning. Some out-fentries were. early miffed 
by an American officer going his rounds, and an alarm 
was given in time for the men to turn out; but unhap- 
pily for them, Wayne paraded them in the hght of their 
fires, inftead of withdrawing them to the back of their 
encampment. Thus the Britifh were direéted where to 
rufh with their bayonets, as ordered by their comman- 
der, without firing a gun. They did great execution, 
Ailing and wounding near 300 on the fpot. They took 
between 70 and 80 prifoners, including feveral officers, 
a great many arms, and eight waggons loaded with 
bageage and ftores; and had only one captain of light 
infantry and three privates killed, and four men wound- 
ed. ‘The darknefs of the night, and fome prudent dif- 
pofitions of Wayne’s, prevented their further fuccefs. 

In the afternoon of the 22d, Sir William Howe hav- 
ing by various manoeuvres drawn gen. Wafhington 30 
miles from Philadelphia, inftead of attacking him uporr 
the right, agreeable to the idea he had feemingly af- 
fected to imprefs, ordered the grenadiers and light in- 
fantry of the guards to crofs the Schuylkill at Fat Land- 
ford and to take poft, and the Chaffeurs todo the fame 
at Gordon’s-ford, both below the left of the Americans. 
At midnight the army moved, and croffed the river at 
Fat Land-ford without oppofition ; the rear-guard with 
the baggage paffed it before two in the afternoon, and 
the whole were encamped by night of the twenty-third. 
This event was not expected by the American comman- 
| ie he) der. 
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‘der. » Advice?was received in the night of the enemy's 
having -eroffed the river at) Gordon’s-ford, which was _ 


afterward contradiéted. This laft information was cre- 

dited, fo that when the gentlemen at head quasters were 

affured the next morning that Howe’s array. had crofled 

Be Schuyikill, and was marching toward Phi iladelphia, 
ery one was attonifhed. 

| ars congreis had before hurried away in thé aan of 


the 18th,. After the adjournment of that: day-the prefi- . 


dent, received a letter from col. Hamilton, one of gen. 
Wafhington’s aids, intimating the neceffity of their re 
moving immediately from Philadelphia; whereupon they 


paired to Lancafter, The letter, the immediate hurry, 


and the alarm of the enemy’s being at Sweed’s-ford, 


threw the city into the utmoft confufion; and at the 
{ame time roufed all, who withed to a quit ity into a. pre- 
paration for a fpeedy removal. » : 
: On the 26th, Sir Wilhiana Howe raade his sigan | 
entry into. Philadelphia, with a very fmalk part of ‘his 
army; where hé was moft cordially received by the ge. 
nerality of the:quakers, and a few other royalifts: the 
bulls of his troops were left in and about German-town, 
a village forming one continued: ftreet for near two miles. 
Gen.. Wathington’s army was encamped near ers one 
ereal,: about «18: miles from. thence. 
Fhe congrefs removed to York-town by. the end oBh 
the month. Before they had quitted Philadelphia, they 
had elected baron de Kalb major general; and had en- 


tered upon their journals‘ Whereas Monf. du Coud- 
_. tayj.colonel brigadier in the fervice of his moft ¢hriftian — 
snajefty the king of France, and commander. in chief: 


| 


left the city, and agreeable to.a refolve of the 14th re-_ 


iy 
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jantly offered to join the American army as a volunteer, 
but in his way thither was moft unfortunately drowned 
in attempting to crofs the Schuylkill :—-Refolved, That 
the corpfe of the faid Monf. du Coudray be interred at 
the expence of the United States, and with the honors 
of war.” They alfo refolved, “ That gen. Wafhing- 
ton be authorized and directed to fuipend all officers 
who fhall mifbehave, and to. fill up all vacancies in the 
American army under the rank of brigadiers, until the 
pleafure of congrefs be communicated ; to take, wherever 
he may be, all fuch provifions and other articles as may 
be neceffary for the comfortable fubfiftence of the army 
under his command, paying or giving certificates for 
the fame; to remove and fecure, for the benefit of the 
owners, all goods and effects which may be ferviceable 
to the enemy; provided that the powers hereby vefted 
fhall be exercifed only in fuch parts of thefe ftates. as 
may be within the circumference of feventy miles of the 
head quarters of the American army, and fhall continue 
in force for the fpace of fixty days, unlefs fooner re- 
voked by congrefs.” 

Lord. Howe, after the affair of Brandywine, took the 
moft fpeedy meafures for conducting the fleet and trant- 
ports round to the Delaware: which. when arrived. were 
anchored along the Pennfylvania fhore, from Reedy 
Tfland to Neweaftle, the paflage near Philadelphia being 
yet impracticable. When the Britifh troops had taken 
poffeffion of the city, their firft object was the erecting 
of batteries to command the river. The day after, the 
American: frigate the Delaware, of 32 guns, anchored 
within soo yards of the unfinifhed batteries, and being 

1, l-4 feconded 


i 
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of the artillery in the French colonies of America, gal-! 
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1777-feconded by another frigate, with fmaller veffels, they 
commenced a heavy cannonade, both upon the hatte- 
ries and town. ‘Through inattention the Delaware was 
{uffered to ground upon the falling of the tide, and could 
not be got off, (fay the Britifh) which being perceived 
by the grenadiers, t they brought their battalion field” 
pieces to play upon her with fuch effeét, that the foon 
{truck her colours: but the Americans fay, the crew. 
rote, confined the captain, and purpofely ran the fhip — 
afhore. The whole fire of the battalion guns was af. 
. terward direéted againft the other .veflels, which were 
compelled to’ retire with the lofs of a fchooner driven. 
afhare. a eae aide 
~The Pennfylvanians had, at a vaft labo sucht expence, 
conftructed great and humerous works, to obftruct the 
paflage. up t0 Philadelphia, fome of which have been. 
already mentioned. ‘They had ereéted works and bat- 
teri ies on Mud Ifland, and. called the whole Bort Mift . 
flin, in honor to gen. Mifflin. On the oppofite thore, 
at a place called Red-bank, they had formed a fort or 
redoubt, covered with heavy artillery. In the deep na-_ 
vigable channel, under the cover of thefe batteries, they 
nad funk feveral | ranges of chevaux de Frize, before de- 
icribed—p, g3. d © was equally difficult to weigh or cut 
through them; but : attempt could be made for raifing : 
them, .or foot pees ng i main channel, till the com- 
mand of the fhores was obtained, About three. miles a 
lower down they had funk other ranges of thefe ma- 4 
chines, and were conftructing works for their protec- 
tion, at a place on the Jerfey fide called Billing’ S-point, — 
Thefe works and machines were further {upported by 
ieveral gallies mounting heavy cannon, together with 


o 


two 
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two floating batteries, a number of armed veffels, fmal] 1777- 


craft of various kinds, and fome fire-fhips. 

Upon the reprefentation of capt. Hammond of the 
Roebuck (lying off Chefter, 15 miles below Philadel- 
phia) who had arrived before lord Howe, the general 
detached two regiments, under col. Stirling, to diflodge 


the enemy from Billing’s-point. The detachment hav- oa, 


ing crofied, the enemy heard of their approach, imme- 
diately fpiked their artillery, fet fire to the barracks, 
and abandoned the place-with precipitation. This fuc- 


cefs enabled capt. Hammond to cut away and weigh up | 


fo much of the chevaux de Frize, notwithftanding the 
great oppofition he met with, as opened a narrow pal- 

fase for large {hips through the lower barrier. | 
General Wafhineton, having been reinforced by 1500 
men from Peek’s-kill, and 1000 from Virginia, and 
haying recerved intelligence through two intercepted let- 
ters, that gen. Howe had detached a part of his force 
for the purpofe of reducing Billing’s-point works and the 
forts on the Delaware, entertained the thought of at- 
tacking the main body as it lay at German-town. The 
line of encampment croffed the town at right angles 
about the centre: the left wing extended to the Schuyl- 
kill. It was covered in front by the mounted and dif- 
mounted chaffeurs: a battalion of light infantry, and 
the queen’s American rangers were in the front of the 
right: and the 4oth regiment, with another battalion of 
light infantry, were pofted at the head of the town, upon 
- Chefnut-hill road, three quarters af a mile in advance. 
Lord Cornwallis Jay at Philadelphia with four battalions 
of grenadiers. . When gen. Wafhington had commu- 
nicated to his council of war the atcount he had ob- 
| tained, 
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i777* tained, the general officers unanimoufly agreed upon an. 
attack, and to its being made in different places, to pro- 
ducé the greater confufion and diftraction, and to hinder © 
the feveral parts of the enemy’s forces affording fupport 
to each other. It was to be fudden and vigorous, in 
expectation of carrying the point {peedily, from an ape 
prehenfion that the Americans would not perfevere in a 


eB ae oe 


prolonged attack, for want of better difcipline and more : 
acquaintance with military fervice. Was it found.that | 
they could make no impreffion upon the enemy, they 3 
were after a while to make an expeditious retreat. The © 
divifions of Sullivan and Wayne, flanked by Conway’s 
brigade, were to enter the town by way of Chefnut-hill; 
while Armftrong with the Pennfylvania militia got upon 
the enemy’s left and rear. Col. Thomas Conway, knight 
of St. Louis, had been elected fo early as May, a bri+ 
gadier general, upon the recommendatory letters he 
brought from.France. The divifions of Greene and © 
*Stephen, flanked by M‘Dougall’s brigade, were to enter 4 
by taking a circuit, at the market houfes, and to attack 
the right wing; and the militia of Maryland and Jers © 
fey, under gens. Smallwood and Freeman, were to\march ~ 
by the old York road, and fall upon the rear of the | 
right. Lord Stirling, with Nafh’s and Maxwell’s bri- ‘ 
gades, were to. form a corps de referve. . | 
‘They begin their march about feven o ’clockai in me 
evening of October the third. Gen. Wafhington is 
with the divifions of Sullivan and Wayne. He expects, — 
that if the enemy has gained timely intelligence of his 
arch, they will wait for him on Chefnut-hill, and re- — 
ceive hin as hercomes! out of the avyoods. When arrived + 
onthe hil, without any appearance of oppofition, he is _ 
o con~ & 
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congratulated upon the perfuafion that the Britifh will (77 
be'completely furprifed. About fun rife on the fourth 4. 
the attack is begun on the 40th regiment, and the bat- 
talion of light infantry which accompanies it. Thefe 
corps are overpowered and purfued. In this exigence 
lieut. col. Mufgrave throws himfelf with fix companies 
6f the 40th regiment, into Mr. Chew’s ftone houfe, ly- 
ing full in the front of the Americans. Thefe halt. A 
difcourfe enfues between gens. Knox and Reed in the 
prefence of the commander in chief, whether or no-to 
advance without firft reducing the houfe. Knox urges, 
that it is contrary to all military rule to leave a fort pof- 
fefled by an enemy in their rear. Reed exclaims— 
«© What! call this a fort, and lofethe happy moment!” 
Conway is inquired after to give his judgment, but can- 
not be found. It is agreed to fend a flag to the houle, 
and farmmons the Britifh officer to furrender. A young 
perfon undertakes to carry it. He approaches, is fired 
upon, and killed. . Mean while gen. Greene gets us 
with his column, and attacks the right wing of the ene- 
my. The morning being exceeding foggy, prevents 
the Americans from fully improving the advantages they 
gain. Col. Matthews, of Greene’s column, attacks 
with uncommon fpirit, routs the parties oppofed to him, 
kills a great number, and makes rro prifoners; but, 
through the fog, lofes fight of the brigade he belongs 
to, is feparated from it, and is taken prifoner with his 
whole regiment, accompanied with the releafe of all 
whom he had captured. A number of Greene’s troops 
are ftopped, by the halt of the divifions before Chew’s 
houfe, where near or quite one half of gen. Wathing- 
ton’s army remains fome time inactive. During this in~ 

activity, 
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+777 activity, gen. Grey, bringing the front of a great part 


of the left wing by a timely movement to Germans 
town, leads on three battalions of the third brigade and 
attacks with vigor, being fupported by gen. Agnew at 
the head of the fourth brigade. A warm engagement 
enfues. At the fame time two Britifh regiments attack 
on the oppofite fide of the town; while gen. Grant 
moves up the 49th regiment, to the aid of the fourth, 
which is employed in fupporting. the troops engaged 
with Greene’s column, The fog is fo great, that at 
times you cannot fee twenty yards before you, and fre- 
quently not more than fifty. It occafions-the American 
parties miftaking each other for the enemy, and prevents 
their obferying the true fituation of the latter. Owing 
hereto in a great meafure, the Americans quit every 
part of the town; and when gen. Grey, having pafled it, 
advances with the Britith right wing upon their left, 
they leave the field haftily and entirely, in {pite of every 
effort that can be made to rally them. | Lord Cornwallis 
arrives with a {quadron of light horfe juft in feafon to 
join in the purfuit. Greene with his own and Stephen’s 
divifion, happens to form the laft column of the-retreat- 
ing Americans. Upon coming to two roads, and think- 
ing it will be fafeft, and may prevent the enemy’s ad- 
yancing by either fo as to get a head. of him; and that: 
the divifions may aid each other upon occafion, he. 
marches, one divifion on the one road, and the fecond 
on the other. While continuing his retreat, Pulafki’s 
cavalry who are in his rear, being fired upon by the ene 
my, ride over the fecond divifion, and throw them into ° 
the. utmoft diforder, as they know not at firft but that — 
whey are the Britifh dragoons. ‘Phe men run and {cat- 
ter, 
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ter, and the general is apprehenfive that he fhall lofe his 1777. 


artillery. He cannot collect a party fufficient to form a 
rear guard, till he hits upon the device of ordering the 
men to lay hold of each other’s hands. This aniwers. 
He colleéts a number, and by the help of the artillery 
brings the enemy to give over the purfuit, after having 
continued it near five miles. The Americans then pro- 
ceed in their march back to Shippach-creek without 
fiirther difturbance. 

The Britith officers acknowledged foon after this 
affair, that it was the fevereft blow they had met with; 
that it was planned with judgment, and executed with 
fpirit ; and that they were at a lofs for it’s not being 
followed up, unlefs it was for want of ammunition. 
The Americans loft in killed 25 continental officers 
commiffioned and non-commiffioned—wounded 102, 
and an equal number mifing. The militia officers were, 
3 killed—4 wounded, and 11 miffing. Of rank. and 
file, continentals, 109 were killed, and 378 wounded— 
militia, 7 killed and 19 wounded.» T hey had artillery 
officers, 2 killed and 11 wounded; and matrofies, 6 
killed and 7 wounded. The total of their killed was 


152; and of their wounded 521*. Upward of 400 > 


were made prifoners, among whom were 94 officers. 
The number of miffing among the Americans 1s no rule 
by which to judge of the number captured by the ene- 
my, as many of the miffing, who do not return to their 
colours, go home. Gen. Nafh of North Carolina was 


among the flain, and will be honored by congrefs with , 


4 monument, the fame as other generals who have fallen 


* The board of war, 
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"777+ in action bravely contending for the independency of the | 
| United States. a | 
The lofs of the royal army, including the wounded 
and a few prifoners, amounted by their own acknows 
ledgment, to 535: but the flain {carcely exceeded 70. 
Among thefe however were fome diftinguifhed officers; — 
particularly gen, Agnew, and lieut. col. Bird. They | 
fuffered probably more than they allowed *. The battle, 
by gen. Knox’s watch, held two hours and forty mi+ 
nutes, | | ; 


General Wafhington is of opinion, that the Americans 
retreated at an inftant when victory was declaring in their 
favor. The royal army was indeed ¢ompletely furpriféd ; 
and appearances in the beginning were evidentlyon the fide ~ 
of the former. But it is faid, that a certain colonel, not 
being fufficiently experienced, inftead of prefling with 
fixed bayonet on the enemy whom he had driven, kept 
ordering his men, as they advanced, to load and fire, @ 
by which they expended their ammunition: and that; 7 
inftead of halting on the ground till furnithed afrefh, he - 
ordered his regiment to retreat. This retrograde mas 
necuvre enabled and encouraged the enemy to recover 
themfelves, while the other Americans, who were ad: 
vancing, were difheartened and difconcerted by the re- F 
treating regiment, not knowing the occafion of fuch re-  _ 
treat. It is admitted however, that the colonél behaved 


boldly, by keeping himielf in the rear next co the enemy. 


* When the royal army quitted German-town, the Americans found 
in One of the chimney hearths, fome papers torn to pieces, and ob- 
ferviig figures upon them, certain officers attempted putting them to- 
gether, and found them to be the returns of the killed and wounded 
at German-town battle, amounting to about eight hundred. 
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Gen. Stephen was guilty'of un-officer-like behaviour in 1777+ 


the retreat, owing to inattention or want of judgment ; 
which might occafion a whifper to be circulated unfa- 
vorable'to gen. Greene. But upon gen. Reed’s afking 
the commander in chief whether he was diffatished with 
Greene’s conduct, he candidly anfwered, ‘ No, not at 
all; the fault lay with ourfelves ;” referring to the column 
with which he was, and their ftopping to attack Chew’s 
{tone houfe. Several caufes might co-operate to effect 
the precipitate retreat of the American army. And yet 
had that column advanced without delay, leaving only 
a fufficient corps with a couple of field pieces to guard 
the houfe, the obftacles to fuccefs that afterward offered, 
might have been removed or prevented, and Howe’s 
army have been totally defeated, unlefs the fuperiority of 
their difcipline and bravery could have hindered. 

A general, who was in the action, wrote fome time 
after to his correfpondent—“ At German-town, fortune 
{miled on our arms for hours. The enemy were broke, 
difperfed and flying on all quarters : we were in pofieffion 
of their whole encampment, together with their artillery 
park, &c.—A wind-mill attack was made on a houfe 
into which fix light companies had thrown themfelves 


.. to avoid our bayonets—this gave time to the enemy te 


rally—our troops were deceived by this attack ; taking 
it for fomething formidable, they fell back to affift in, 
what they deemed, a ferious matter.— The enemy find- 
ing themfelves no further purfued, and believing it to 
be a retreat, followed.—Confufion enfued, and we ran 

away from the arms of victory ready to receive us.” 
Let us turn our attention for a moment to South 
Carolina. The fucceffes of the preceding year had 
~ humbled 
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1777- humbled the Cherokees moft completely. ‘The Caroli= 
nians wie built, held ane continued to abd F ort ail | 


 fubmiffive terms for peace. A sduity aentnn tthe a - : 
South Carolina took place, at. which commiffioners from qt | 
Georgia attended, who concurred in and fiened the arti. _ { 
cles of pacification on the 20th of May. _— this a ; | 


South Carolina. By the sant and lat article, it is 
acreed—* The hatchet fhall be for ever buried, and 4 | 
there fhall be an univerfal peace and friendfhip reefta- 
blifhed between South Carolina, including the Catawba ' 
and Georgia on the one part, and the Cherokee nation ~ 
on the other; there fhall be a general oblivion of i inju- 
ries; the contr acing parties fhall ufe their utmoft en- q 


hend and eee to the ool iutdiete offiger? at “Bott i 
Rutledge, every perfon, white or red, who, in their na- b | 
tion or fettlements, fhall by any means endeavour to in- | 
ftigate a war by the Cherokee nation, or hoftility, or® 
robbery, by any of their people, againft or upon any ¢ 
of the American ftates, or fubjeéts thereof.” | 
Before we refume the narrative of military operations, 
let me mention that the New York convention, autho-— 
rized for that purpofe the 20th of laft April, have efta- 
blifhed the conftitution of that ftate. When this was 1 
done, the freeholders chofe for their governor, general 
George Clinton, a gentleman i day well qualified © f 
to be at the head of the fate, at fo interefting and per- } 
ae a a period, His bis coi nt Henry, made: a an 
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incurfion into Jerfey, from the 12th to the 16th of Sep- #777 
_ tember, chiefly to collect cattle. He brought away 400 
head, including 20 milch cows, 400 fheep and a few 
horfes ; in effeGting it, he had 8 ,xank and file killed, 17 
wounded, together with a lieutenant, 9 mifling befide 
a drummer, and § taken prifoners, by the different par- 
ties of Americans that oppofed him. The expedition 
| contributes nothing toward fubduing the country. The 
lof of the inhabitants will be the lefs felt, on account 


ef the uncommonly geod crops of Indian corn, with 
which they.have been this year favored. It is furprifing 
to find that country im fo good order already. The 
harveft has been truly plentiful. Left it thould be for- 
gotten, let me mention that moft of the damage which 
the college-buuding at Princeton fuftained, mutt ‘be 
charged to the American troops; who deftroyed alfo the 
leaden pipes of the organ (which had been fpared by 
| the royal army) in order to fupply themfelves with a few 
| bullets to fire at the enemy. | 

| Now let us return to the northern department. ! if 

Lieut. col. St. Leger, whom gen. Burgoyne had early - 

fent off toward the Mohawk river, after combating all ah 
| the difficulties, natural and artificial, which offred’ on 
|. his way, imvefted Fort Stanwix, now Fort Schuyler, on ed. 
the third.of Aueuft, It was in fo poor a ftate of de- Aug: fe 
fence, that an immediate attempt ‘to drive off the enemy. ? 7 
and relieve it, was abfolutely neceflary. Gen. Herkimer, uf 
_ aleading perfon in Tryon county, marched with more 
than 800 amilitia on this fervice. St. Leper‘hed with | 
 himm-about 7oo Indian warriors, who with their wivesy — - a 
| children, other men and women, made wp near 1400). | HE 
_ He detached Sir John Johnfon, with fome troops and, it | 
| iV-o@¢.11. M m the é 
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the Indians, to lie in ambuth in the woods, and inter- 
cept the militia. Herkimer fell into the fnare, and was 
furprifed ; but feveral of the chief Indians fell by the 
firft fire he gave them; foon after which the battle was 
a {cene of confufion beyond any thing the Indians had 
ever feen. The white people, confifting of the militia. 
and Sir John Johnfon’s tory troops, as his own corps 1s 


called, got together in parties of twenty or, thirty, fo. 


that they could not fire; but pulled, and hauled, drew. 
their knives and ftabbed each other. The Indians, who 


confifted of Shawanefe, Delawares, Senecas and others, - 


after a while conjectured, from their own lofs and the. con- 
fufion which prevailed, that both Sir John’s people and 
Herkimer’s intended to deftroy them: at length fome 
of their chiefs told the young warriors, that it was a 
plot of the white people to draw them into’a fcrape and 
cut them off; and then ordered them to. kil all white. 
people whatever. Itis thought, that near as many of. 


Sir John’s tory party were killed by the Indians as by. | 


the militia. A number of Herkimer’s run off: about a 
hundred were fo furrounded that they could not. get 


away ; but they pofleffed themfelves of an advantageous 


poft behind logs, &c. where they continued fighting the . 


28 


Indians with great bravery, till Sir John drew off his» 


men, fearing that the garrifon would. fally owt and fall — 


upon him: near upon feventy of the hundred by this 


mean efcaped. | Two hundred and fifty men, under lieut. 4 


col. Willet, fallied out about that time, and routed two . 
of the Indian and tory encampments, deftroying ‘hciall 


provifion, and carrying off kettles, blankets, mufkets, - 
tomahawks, fpears, clothing, deer fkins, a variety:of — 
Indian affairs, and five colours; which on their r return: 
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to the fort were difplayed under the continental flag. 1777, 


The lofs on the fide of the militia was 160 killed, be- 
fide the wounded. Gen. Herkimer was among the 
flain: congrefs have refolved to honor him with a monu- 
ment. Many of the principal leaders on the Améerican 
fide were either killed or wounded, fo that all expecta- 
tion of further attempts to relieve the fort by the affift- 
ance of militia was at an end. he Indians however 
were greatly difeufted. St. Leger had brought down 
with him a number who were neutral, to be fpe€tators 
of the Britifh conquering the Americans; and had en- 
gaged to them and the others, that he and his troops 
would clear the way for them to Albany. The victory 
gained had been purchafed exceeding dear, according to 
their ideas; for they had more than feventy killed, 
and among them feveral of their moft diftinguifhed and 
favorite warriors. St. Leger left no mean untried to 


make the utmoft sf his victory. On the 8th he fent a Aug. 
8. 


flac to the fort, and endeavoured to intimidate the gar- 
rifon, by: magnifying his own ftrength; telling them, 
that Burgoyne, after deftroying every thing in his way, 
was at Albany ; and declaring, that the Indians were 
determined, if they met with further refiftance, to deftroy 

all the men, women and children on the Mohawk river, 
and as foon as they got into the fort, to kill every man 
| belonging to it. Col. Ganfevoort, the commandant, 
_refufed making any an{wer, or to liften to any propofals 
unlefs made in writing. - The next day St. Leger tried 
the fame {cheme by letter, and received for anfwer, that 
the colonel being intrufted with the charge of the gar- 
_rifon by the United States of America, he would defend 
the fort at every hazard, and to the utmoft extremity. 
Mm 2 It 


4777 Tt was fhrewdly remarked by thofe who were within, that _ 
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not half thé pains would have been taken, to havedif. 
played the force immediately without or the fuccefs at al K 
diftanee, if they were any ways proportionable ‘to the | 
reprefentation. The night before the letter was fent, 
col. Willer and lieut. Stockwell, a good woodfman (as . 
they ftile him, who can fteer his wifhed-for courfe 
through the fhady and pathlefs woods with a degree of , i 
certainty and readinefS) undertook to attempt conveying — | 
tatelligence down into the country, of the brine the i 
t 


fort was in, ahd of the neceffity of relieving in They 
Jeft it at night, and crept upon their bellies for near half 
a mile ere they could reach the Mohawk river. “After — 
paffing it, they had to crofs the path from the Indian , 
—eamp, on which the Indians were continually going for- , 
ward and backward : for a long time they had the Indian 
ells founding in their ears on each fide of them. They | 
- efeaped every danger, and after travelling thirty miles, — 
breakfafted the next morning upon blackberries, and — 
purfued their journey about twenty miles further to — 
German-fats. ‘Gen. Schuyler, upon receiving the in- 4 : 
formation at Stillwater, forwarded a continental brigade 
undér gen. Learned; when to his great fatisfaction; ‘ 
Arriold ‘offered to go and conduct the military operations — ? 
in Tryon county, for the relief of the fort. After Her 3 
kimer’s battle, a nephew of his, Mr. Joft Cuyler, was 

taken and fecured on fufpicion of being afpy. A feheme ; 
was laid'to’ make him ferviceable to the bufinefs going 
forward. He was brought to Arnold, and it was fettled, © 
that if he ‘would go and alarm the enemy, with reprem 
Yerititions’ of ereat numbers being on their riarch, againt 
“hem, fo as to occafion ae Higa he fhould Bellies” | 
14 rate dy 
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rated, and have his eftate, which was very large, fecured 1777*. 
to him. He undertook it, being well qualified from 
his acquaintance with the Indian language and manners, 
and his poffefling a. good fhare of fubtilty.. The mode 
of procedure was fettled in concert with fome friendly 
Indians: by the advice of one of their head men, Cuy= 
‘ler’s coat was fhot through in two or three places, that 
fo the tale he had to relate might be the more readily 
believed. The neceffity.ef aggravating the numbers 
marching to the relief of Fort Schuyler was apparent, 
for when gen, Arnold had got to German-flats, he was 
convinced from the intelligence procured of the enemy's 
ftrength, that it was much fuperior to his own; fo that 
on the 21ft he wrote to gen. Gates, who arrived at Srill- Hs 
water and re-affumed the command of the northern de- | 
partment on the 19th, to fend him a reinforcement of Aug. 
1000 light troops. Cuyler proceeded immediately to 3 
the Indian camp, informed their warriors that vaft num-— 
bers were coming againft them; that major Butler was HH 
taken (which was a sith) and that he narrowly eicaped, | | ; 
for that the Americans fired at him, and feveral fhot. Raat 
pafied’ through his coat, though he got off unhurt. a 
- When the Indian camp was thoroughly alarmed, one of 
-- the American friendly Indians arrived, an hour or two 
after Cuyler, with a belt, waited upon the chiefs, and 
confirmed the intelligence, adding, that the Americans 
did not want to hurt one of them, all they defired was 
to fall upon the Britifh. An Indian in camp, unknown to: 
Arnold, was fecretly prevailed upon to aid the project, 
_ by going off unobferved, taking a circuit, and then i 
coming into that part of the camp, where were thofe Hk 
— Indians who were moft inimical, with a fimilar ftory to: ay 
) Ss Mm 3 that | i 
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me. that of Cuylet’s. The Indians’ were completely fright af 
ened, and determined to g0 off °St. Leger in vain ufed 
every art to prevent it. He attempted making’ them 
drunk with rum, and then getting them to alter their: 
refolution, Fond ‘as they are of rum, they would not 
be taken in at this feafon of apprehended danger. He 
‘then would have prevailed with them to Keep in the | 
rear, while the other troops retreated. Neither would 
they do that; but told him—* You mean to facrifice 
us. When we marched down, you told us there would 
he no fighting for us Indians: we’ might go down and 
fihoke our pipes, whereas numbers of our warriors have 
been killed.”—-Nothing could change their determina-. 
tion. They went off, and St . Leger was obliged to de- 
og camp, about noon of the 22d, ‘in’ fuch hurry and con- 
“ fufion, as to leave: his bombardier afleep in the bomb 
battery. His tents, with moft of the artillery and ftores, 
fell into the hands of the garrifon. “Some of the Indian 
Sachems, who were highly difeufted with him, con- 
_cluded to play upon him, and divert themfelves at his. 
‘egpence. In the evening, the flying troops ‘came to a’ i 
Sy foil, pretty foft. St. Leger and Sir John Jolinfon’ * 
were in an altercation, St. Leger reproaching Sir John 
about his Indians, and Sir John blaming St. Leger for 
not carrying on the fiege differently. “A couple of In- 


dian chiefs, upon a rifing’hill at’a fmall diftance, with 
light enough to obferve their fituation, and near enough 
to notice their wranglings, which proceeded almoft to 
fighting, direéted an Indian to withdraw fome confider: 
able way behind them, and then to run after them, 
erying out with all imaginable earneftnefs in the Indian 
it tal aire. iia Seance are coming--and to con= 
tinue 
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inue it. St. Leger and Sir John, upon hearing the 1777s ui 
difmal note, made off as faft as they could, but often 


tumbled into the dirt. “The men threw away their packs, 
and pufhed off in the greateft hurry. The Indians re- 
newed the joke; and continued thus and in like ways 
to divert themfelves, till the royalifts arrived at the 
Oneida lake. The animofity between the two comman- 
ders rofe at laft to fuch height, that they drew upon each 


other, meaning to fettle the conteft by the point of the 
fword. The Indians being fully fatisfied that they had 


carried the jeft far enough, and not being in a blood- 
thirfty humor, approached the parties with much gravity 
and friendfhip, interpofed their good offices, recom- 
merided peace, made them friends, and carried off the 


fecret of their own management, wherewith to entertain 


themfelves and favorites in future *. Confidering the 
predominant difpofition of the Indians, while retreating 
in confequence of the ill fuccefs that had attended St. 
Leger, and the lofs they had fuftained, it was not in the 
leaft furprifing, that they plundered feveral of the boats 


belonging to the army, and took even from the bag- 
beiong ing, : g 
gage of the officers what they fancied. 


When general Wafhington perceived from events in 
the north, that a proper officer muft be chofen to com- 
mand the eaftern militia, he fent on gen. Lincoln, hav- 
ing learned that he had influence over them, and that 
they confided in him. He arrived at Manchefter from 


the fouthward on the ad of Auguft, and found about 


600 militia there, including 250 that arrived a few days 


-* They afterward diverted themfelves and general Schuyler with 
this relation. Many of the foregoing particulars were communicated 
to me by the Rev. Mr. Kirkland, who was part of the time at Fort 
Schtiyler, with fome of thofe Indians that were friendly to the Ame- 
ricans. 
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Maffachufetts council, that a body of troops in that part } 
would not only cover the eattern’ flates, but béing in 
the rear of Burgoyne, oblige him. to leave {6 confider: 
able a part of his army at the different pofts he poffefled, 
as would weaken him. Schuyler, attending mainly to 
making head againft Burgoyne’s front, wrote to Lins 
coln, on the 4th, to march his whole force, except 4 
Warner’s regiment, and join him with all poffible dit 
patch. On the 6th, Lincoln had not been’ joined by 
any of the Maffachufetts militia, faving a man or two; q 
but was the fame day reinforced by the arrival of briga- : 
cier-géneral Stark, with about 800 more men, from New 
Hampthire. Phat ftate had been applied to for a large 
body of militia, Stark, who was one of their bripadiee | 
generals, had confiderable influence among them: but he 
was exceedingly foured, thought himfelf negleéted, and 7 
that he had not had jaftice adhe him bythe congrefs. He ; 
fhad fought courageoufly at the battle of Breed’s hill; 
and. had fhowed himfelf to be a foldier of fterline: cou= 
rage. He had alfo no particular liking for Schuyler, 
When therefore he was to be intrufted with the New 
Hampfhire militia, he would not take the command, 
but upon the condition of being left at liberty to ferve 
Or fot under a continental comrnander, as he pleafed: 
and he determined not to join the continental army, till 
the congrefs gave him his rank in it. He had about 
1400 brave men under him, well officered, Manage 
them had been in fervice. the two. preceding campaigns}. 
and were not raw. militia. Schuyler urged him repe 
ech to join him but he declined complying. He 


induced fo to do, not only from the forementioned 
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fons,’ but from -confidering that Burgoyne would: not 1777. 


care what number of enemies he had in front, if he had 
none.in his rear, and the country was open to his cur- 
fions. . Stark refolved therefore to hang upon his rear, 
and neglected Schuyler’s application. ‘The matter was 
brought befare congrefs, fo that on the rgth they re~ 
folved, “ That the council-of New Hampbhire be in- 
formed, that the inftructions which gen. Stark fays he 
has received from them are deftructive of military fub- 
ordination, and highly prejudicial to the common caufe 


-at this crifis: and that therefore they be defired to in- 


ftruct gen. Stark to conform himfelf to the fame rules 
which other general officers of the militia are fubjeCt to, 
whenever they are called out at the expence of the 
United States.” But before this refolve, Stark had af- 
fured Schuyler,.that he would do every thing to promote 
the public. geod, but was not for doing any thing that 
might prove inconfiftent with his own honor: however; 
if it was thought beft that he fhould march immediately 
to the camp, he would acquiefce. On the 13th he 
wrote, that he fhould throw away all private refentment, 
when put im balance with the good. of his country. 
Gen. Wafhington did not approve of Schuyler’s appa- 
rent intention of uniting alk the militia and continental 
troops in one body, and of making an oppofition wholly 
in front, He was of opinion, that.a fufficient body of 
militia fhould alway be referved to fall upon Burgoyne’s 
flanks or -rear, and to intercept his convoys. Stark 
however had concluded, on the day laft mentioned, upon 
marching from Bennington to meet Lincoln at a certain 
appointed place, and to proceed with him and join 
‘Sehuyler ; but while writing to the former, he receivec 

infor= 
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‘777+ information, that the enemy were on. their march to , 
Carbide ni: Gat jay pong 
» General Burgoyne’s pre ira Albany \ was - des oi 


lated, through the want of a fpeedy and fufficient fupply 
of provifions. He-confidered in what way the difficulty 


toot 
was to be furmounted.. According to information, the 


Americans had’a great depofit of corn, flour and ftore 


cattle at Bennington, which was guarded only.-by militia. 
Every day’s account confirmed the perfuafion of the loy- 
alty of one defcription of the inhabitants in that part of 
the country, and of the panic. of the other. He there- 
fore entertained the defign of furprifing -the-ftores at 
Bennington, and of fending a very large detachment 
upon the expedition ; but was diverted from the latter 
fas fuppofed) by major Skeen, who affured him, ‘ The 
friends to the Britith caufe are as five to-one, and they 
want only the appearaiice of.a proteéting power to fhow 


themfelves.” Relying upon their attachment, the ge-. 


neral fent the German lieut. col. Baum, with only about. 
koo:men,’ and i00 Indians, who carried with them two. 
ight pieces of artillery. . Yo facilitate.the operation. the 
army moved along the eaft fhore, of Hudfon’s River, 
and encamped nearly oppofite to Saratoga; and a bridge 
of rafts being thrown over, the advance corps paffed to 


that place. Lieut. col..Breyman’s corps, confifting of, 


the Bruafwick grenadiers, light infantry, and chaffeurs, 
were, pofted at Batten-kill, in order if neceflary to fup= 
port Baum. Stark hearing that a party of Indians: was — 
at Cuntisilias fent lieut col. Grege with 200 men’ to 
itop their progrefs. ‘Toward night he was informed. by 
exprefs, that there was a large body of, regulars in the 

rear. r.of the Indians. On that he drew together his bri- 
ae cade, 


\ 


their march; fent to Manchefter for col. Warner’s re- 
giment, and forwarded expreffes to the neighbouring 
“militia to join him with all fpeed. He then marched, 


_ purfued ‘his plan, Baum, in the mean while, had in- 
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gade, and the militia who were at hand, in order to {top 1777. 


in the morning of the 14th, with col. Warner, Williams 
and Brufh, and the men ili and in about feven 
miles met Gregg retreating, and the enemy within a 
mile of him. The troops’ ied up in order of battle ; 
and the enemy, upon coming in fight, halted upon a 
very advantageous piece of ground. . Baum perceiving 
that the Americans were too ftrong to be attacked by ' 
his prefent force, fent an exprefs to Burgoyne with an 
account of his fituation; and Breyman was immediately Rf 
difpatched to reinforce him. Mean while {mall parties Mi] 
of the Americans fkirmifhed with the enemy, killed 
and wounded thirty of them, with two Indian chiefs, 
without any lofs to themfelves, which had a good effect 
upon their courage. The ground Stark, occupied not 
being fuitable for a general action, he retreated about a Wl 
mile and encamped: In-a council of war it was agreed, ti 
to fend two detachments-into the enemy’s rear, while the 

reft of the troops attacked in front. 

_ It’rained all day, which retarded the intended asta Aug. 
however: there were frequent fkirmifhings in fmall par- ‘5 
ties. “The heavy rain, together with the badnefs of the 
roads, prevented alfo Breyman’s advancing to Baum’s 
affiftance with difpatch. The next day, Stark being 
joined in the morning by col. Symond’s from Berkshire, 6, 


trenched and rendered his poft as defenfible as time and i 
its nature would admit. Stark detached’ col. Nichols i 
swith: 200 men to the rear of his left: col. Henrick, with. aa 
309 
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"777 306 men, was fent to the rear of his right: théy were 


_ proved fatal to them. While thus bufied, Stark received 
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to join, and then attack. Cols. Hubard and Stickney, 4 
with 200, were ordered ftill further on his right. eh 
hundred men were alfo advanced toward his: Pris to 
draw his attention that way. About three o’clock in the — 
afterttoon all were ready for the attack.) Beforé Nichols 
and Henrick could join, the Indians:pufhed off between 
the two corps, but receiving a fire as they pafied, had 
three killed and two wounded. Nichols then’ began the 
affault upon Baum, and was followed by the reft; thofe 
in front pufhing forward. In a few minutes the aCtion 
became general, and lafted about two hours, with one 
continued noife like the ruffing of a drum. °Bauny 
made a brave defence; and the German dragoons kept 
together after having expénded their armmunition, and 
ied. by their colonel charged with their fwords, but were 
foon overpowered. Fhe whole detachment, though 
well encloied by two breaft works, were forced to give 
way to the fuperior number and’courage of the Ameri 
casts, who with their brewn firelocks, fcarce a bayonet,’ 
iittle-difeipline, and not a fingle piece’ of cannon, ven=' 
tured to attack 500 well-trained*regulars, furnifhed with 
‘the bef and completeft arms. and accoutrements, ‘Hav- 
ing two pieces of artillery, being advantageoufly pofted, 
and accompanied by a roo Indians. “When the militia’ 
had gained the viétory, they difperfed to colleé& plunder,’ 
which they were very defirous of fecuring. This nearly 


information, that the reinforcement. under Breyman was 
within two miles of him. Happily at‘that inftant, War- 
ner’s continental regiment, which had been fent for from. 
—— came. up freth, marched on and began ta’ 

a. engage 3 


wi 
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engage: mean whilethe militia collected as faft as pof- 1777: 


fibleyand pufhed onto its affiftance. ‘The action be- 
came general; and the battle continued obftinate on 
both fides till funfet ; when the Germans gave way partly 
through a failure of ammunition, leaving their two pieces 
of “artillery behind them, anda number of prifoners. 
They retreated in the beft manner: they could, improv- 
ing the advantage of the evening and-of the night. 
The Americans took four brafs field pieces, twelve. 
brafs drums, two hundred and fifty dragoon {words, 
four ammunition waggons, and about 700 prifoners, 
dmong whom was lieut..col. Baum. Three hundred 
dead are faid to have been found upon the fpot: but if 
{o, farely the lain on each fide muft have been included. 
The Arpericans loft but about 100 killed and wounded, 


The courage of the men was fharpened by the profpect 


of advantage, forin gen, Stark’s orders they were promiied 
all the plunder that fhould be taken in the enemy’s 
cathp.. The royal.officers were aftonithed to fee -how 
undauntedly they rufhed on the mouths of the cannon. 
Both men and officers are entitled to much honor ‘for 
their gallant ‘behaviour. Cols. Warner and Henrick’s 
fuperior fkiil an military matters was of fervice to the 
general, who was lefs converfant with them than they :. 
but his rank in the army of the United States was after- 
ward given him by congrefs, on the 4th of October, 
when they “ refolved, That the thanks of congrefs be: 
prefented to gen. Stark, of the New Hampthire militia, 
and the ofacers’and troops under his command, for their. 
brave and faccefsful attack upon, and fignal victory over 
the enemy in their lines at Beanington: and that bri- 


gadier Stark be. appointed a brigadier general in the: 


& army 
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1777- army of the United States.” Never were thanks*more: — 


defervedly beftowed. This was the firft turn of affairs: 


in favor of the Americans in the northern department, 
i 


after the death of gen. Montgomery. It raifed the fpi~ 
rits of the country, and made the militia willing to turn: 
out beyond what would otherwife have been done. When 
gen. Gates wrote to the commander in chief fome days’ 


after his arrival at Still-water, he thus exprefled himfelf_ 


— Upon my leaving Philadelphia, the profpeét this 
way appeared moft gloomy, but the fevere checks the 
enemy have met with at Bennington and in Tryon county, 
has given a more pleafing view of public affairs. I 


cannot fufficiently thank your excellency for fending col. 


Morgan’s corps [of riflemen.]} They will be of the: 


greateft fervice to the army ; for until the late fucceffes ' 
this way, I am told it was quite panic ftruck by the In- 
dians, and their tory and Canadian affaffins in Indian’ 


drefs. Few of the militia demanded: are yet arrived,: 
but I hear of great numbers on their march.” Stark’s: 


victory gave reputation ta the militia, as well as increafed — 


their courage. They found that neither Britifh nor. 
German regulars were invincible ;-but that they-could: 


beat both. “Fhe artillery and other trophies excited their: 
hope and -confidence.’ While the Americans were CX) 


ulting upon the occafion on the one fide, the royal army. 
under Burgoyne experienced a degree of depreffion on~ 
the other; efpecially as the difafter at Bennington not: 
only added to their delay, but gave Gates the opportu- > 
nity of ftrengthening himfelf, by the arrival ofthe mi-, 
fitia, who were upon their. march to: reinforce him.! 
When_ he was upon his journey to take the command, ; 


he was. much dejected, no. lefs than ‘the. troops which; — 


2 J were 


: 


. were to be. under him; but the Bennington affair put 1777. 
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them both in better fpirits, and afforded them fome pro- 
mifing. expectations. They relied on his abilities, - fo 
that his appearance at camp, and his mode of condutt- 
ing military bufinefs, at once filled them with courage 
and refolution; and in a few days they faced about and 
advanced toward Burgoyne. , 

On the 3oth the Britifh commander had et tO Aus. 
write to him; and in his letter complained of inhuma- 3% 
nity exercifed toward the provincial foldiers in the king’s 
fervice after the affair of Bennington; and then hinted 


‘at retaliation. Gen. Gates in his anfwer of September a 


the 2d, invalidated the charge, and then retorted the t 
Indian cruelties,. which he imputed to Burgoyne, fay- 4 
ing, ‘* Mifs M‘Rea, a young lady, lovely to the fight, 

of virtuous character, and amiable difpofition, engaged 

to. an officer of your army, was, with other women and ( 
children, taken out of a houfe near Fort Edward, car- 

ried into the woods, and there {calped and mangled ina 

moft fhocking manner. Two parents with their fix chil, He 
dren, were all treated with the fame inhumanity, while a 
quietly refiding in their once happy and peaceful dwel- | 
ling. The miferable fate of Mifs M‘Rea was particu- 

larly aggravated, by her being dreffed to receive her 

promifed hufband, when fhe met her murderer employ- 

ed by you. Upward of 100 men, women and chil- uh 
dren, have perifhed by the hands of the ruffians, to i 


whom, itis afferted, you have paid the price of blood.” 
ept. 


Gen. Burgoyne, in his reply of. the 6th, vindicated his 6, 

‘own charaéter; fhowed that Mifs M‘Rea’s death was 

no premeditated barbarity ; and declared that that in- 

ftance excepted, Gates’s intelligence, refpecting the eru- a 
elties ae 
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1777 elties of the Indians, was faife. It might be erroneous 
in point of numbers and other circumftances; but Bur- — 
goyne was undoubtedly miftaken in pronouncing it all 
falfe, with only a fingle exception. The number of — 
Indians that joined him was 500. The firft party fent % 
‘out, paid attention to the reftrictions he had laid them a 
under in his fpeech of June the art near Crown-points — 

‘ and when they had made feveral of the Americans pri- ; 
foners in the heat of adtion, treated them with Euro- 
pean humanity. But they could not long brook fuch _ 
reftraints. They gtew uneafy, and reverted to their — | 
cruelties and habits of plunder; and feveral perfons be- - 
came victims to their mode of war. My account of — 
Mifs M‘Rea’s death will differ only citcumftantially from _ 
Burgoyne’s. Mr. Jones, her lover, anxious on her ac- : 
count, engaged fome Indians of two different tribes to _ 
convey her away from among the Americans for the — 
purpofe of fecurity. He might fear for her, on account — 
of her father’s being interefted in the royal caufe, and — 
of her attachment to himfelf. He promifed to reward — 
the perfon, who fhould bring her fafe to him, with a 1 
barrel of rum. ‘The two who took her and carried her 
to feme diftance, difputed who of them fhould convey 
her to Mr. Jones. Each was anxious for the reward; 
and that the other might not receive it, one of them 
ftruck his tomahawk imto her feulland killed.her*. As 
no whifper contrary to her being of an wnblemifhed. cha- 

. racter ever reached me, in any place or company, bé ; 
it far from any future European writer to tormahawk her 


* This is the fubttanee a the soba given Mrs. M«Neil, whe 4 
was in company, with Mis M:Rea when taken by the Indians, ‘< 
-"  yepis 
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reputation *, Upon the firft intelligence of what had 1777 


happened, Burgoyne obliged the Indians to deliver up 
the murderer, and threatened to put him to death. Many 
thought the threat would have been executed; but he 


‘was pardoned, upon the Indians agreeing to terms ens 


joined them by Burgoyne, which the general thought 
would be more efficacious than an exécution to prevent 
fimilar mifchiefs. He told their interpreter, that he 
would lofe évery Indian rather than connive at their enor 


mities, of to that effec +. They were not however fa- 


tisfied ; and'to his aftonifhment fome of the tribes told 
him, at a eouncil held the beginning of Auguft, that 
they intended. to return home, and demanded his con- 
currence and affiftance. The general was convinced, 
that a cordial reconciliation was only to be effected, by 
a renunciation of all his former prohibitions, and an in- 
dulgence in blood and rapine: but he firmly adhered 
to the controls he had eftablifhed, and the fpeech he 


made to thern feertied to have the defired effect. But a 


defertion took place the next day, and they went off by 
fcores, loaded with what plunder they had colleéted, 


Themurder of Mifs M*Rea exafperated the Ame 


ricans: and from that and other cruelties occafion wag 
taken to blacken the royal party and army. The peo- 
ple detefted that army which accepted of fuch Indian 
aid; and loudly reprobated that government which could 
call in’ fuch auxiliaries. Gen: Gates was not deficient 
in agoravating, by feveral’ publications, the exceffes 


which had taken place; and with no fmall advantage to 


his own military operations. 


* See Marquis de Chaftellux’s Travels ieMlonit’ America, ol i 
Pp. 4176 + Earl of Harrington before the houfe of commons. 
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2777¢ General Lincoln, about this time, marched from Mar~ 
chefter to Pawlet; with the few militia that had joined 
him. Having received fome reinforcement in order to — 

Sepe! divide and diftraét the royal army, he fent off with the i 

33 advice of his officers, on the 13th, col. Brown and’ 
five hundred men, to the landing at Lake: George, to 
releafe the prifoners and deftroy the Britith ftores there; 
and the fame number of men under col. Johnfon to | 
Mount Independence. The latter was to give a diver- 
fion to the enemy, while the former executed his com- . 
mand; and if an opportunity offered, without rifking 
too much, to pufh for Mount Independence, while col. _ 
Brown attempted Tyconderoga. Further to amufe — 
and divide the enemy, by attacking the out-pofts, &c.' 
a like number of men were fent under col. Woodbridge 


to Skeenfborough, thence to Fort Anne, and fo on to--: 4 
ward Fort Edward. He doubted not, but that thefe | 
movements would meet with gen, Gates’s approbation, % 
though made without his knowledge. He would have’ it 


mentioned the defign, and not have put the _plan into q 
execution without his advice, could he have been fure 
that the uiFonpation would not have fallen into a hands 4 
‘of the enemy *. 7 
Colonel Beats conducted his operations with fiach 
fecrecy and addrefs, that he effectually furprifed all the _ 
28, out-polts between the landing at the north endof Lake — 
George and the body of the fortrefS. at Tyconderoga. — 
Mount Defiance,. Mount Hope, the French lines and a. 
blockhoufe, with 200 batteaus, an armed floop, and fe- 
veral gun-boats, were almoft inftantly taken. Four 
companies of foot, with nearly an. equal number of Can 


* Lincoln’s letter, 


ae cites Pais: a 


nadians, 
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fiadians, and many of the officers and crews of the vef- 1777: 1 


fels, amounting in the whole to 293, were made prifon- 
ers, and 100 Americans freleafed. Brown, befide tak- 
ine anumber of arms and other things; retoo the con- 
tinental {tandard left at Ty when the fort was evacuated. 
His lofs in killed and wounded was trifling: Finding 
after four days trial, that he and Johnfon could not mafter 
Ty and Mount Independence, they abandoned the de- 
fign and returned. 

While the aforementioned expedition was carrying on, 


gen. Burgoyne, having at length obtained about thirty 


days provifion with other neceflary ftores, refolved upon 
paffing the Hudfon’s river with the army ; which having 
executed, he encarnped on the heights and in the plain 
of Saratoga. He took this meafure upon himfelf, on 
the fuppofition that he was hot authorized to call any 
officers into council, as the peremptory tenor of his or. 
ders, and the feafon of the year admitted of no alterna- 
tive. He then advanced along the fide of the river, and 
encamped on the heights about two miles from gen. 


Gates’s camp, which was three miles above Still-water. 
On the 18th the Americans marched out 3000 ftre 


in order to attack him, but found that to be prudenti~ 
ally impracticable. However they drew up in full view 
of him; and there tarried till dark. Gates was careful 


“ 
to keep col. Morgan’s regiment of riflernen, and a large . 
corps of light infantry under col. Durbin, always in ad- 


vance, ready to oppofe the approach of the enemy. 
Large fcouting parties from this advanced body were con- 
tinually patroling to prevent a furprife. The next day, 
gen. Burgoyne put himfelf at the head of the Britifh 
line, which compofed the right wing; this was covered 

: | Nn 2 by 
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1777-by gen. Frazer and col. Breyman, with the grenadiers 
and light infantry of the army, being themfelves co- 
vered by the Indians, provincials and Canadians in the 
front and flanks. He advanced toward the American 
left wing, through fome intervening woods of no great 
extent ; while the left of the royal army and artillery 
ander the gens. Phillips and Reidefel kept along the great 
roads and meadows by the river fide. | 


Some of the American fcouting parties fall in with 
thofe of the Britifh, and with great boldnefs begin the | 
attack about one o’clock: at noon. ‘The firing is no 
fooner heard by gen. Phillips, than he makes his way, 
with a part of the artillery, through the weod, and renders 

-effential fervice. Each commander fupports, reinforces, 
and orders different regiments to engage; and the battle 
is hot and obftinate on both fides, till about half paft 
two o’clock; when it ceafes for half an hour. ‘The Ame- 
rican and Britifh line being fully formed, the action is 

renewed, and becomes general at three. Both armies 
appear determined to conquer or die. There:is one 
continual blaze of fire for three hours without intermif- 
fion. The report of the mufkets refembles an inceflant 
roll-beating on a number of drums. The Americans 
and Britifh alternately drive and are driven by each other. 
Three Britifh regiments, the 20th, the z1ft, and the 
62d, are in conftant and clofe fire for near four hours. 
All fuffer confiderable lofs: the 62d, which’ was 500 

ftrong when it left Canada, is reduced to lefs than 60 _ 
‘men, and to 4 or 5 officers. The:24th regiment be- 
longing to Frazer’s brigade, with the grenadiers. and a 
| a of :the light: sagnenh are brought inte.aétion. Brey- 
man’s 
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man’s riflemen, and fome. other parts ‘of his corps, are*777° 


alfo of fervice; but only act occafionally. The Ame- 
rican troops in action are thofe under Morgan and Dur- 
bin; the firft, fecond and third New Hampfhire regi- 
ments; the eighth, ninth and tenth Maflachufetts; the 
fecond and third New York; and a Connecticut regi- 
ment of militia. The ninth Maffachufetts regiment, 
col. Weffon’s, is warmly engaged, and greatly diftin- 
guithes itfelf Col. Scammell of the firft New Hamp- 
fhire regiment is peculiarly active, enterprifing and brave ; 
and leads on his men clofe to the enemy with great un- 
dauntednefs, before he fuffers them to fire. Capt. Jones, 
with his brigade of Britifh artillery, behaves with the 
utmoft intrepidity. His four cannon are repeatedly 
taken and retaken. He is killed, other officers are 
wounded ; and thirty-fix out of forty-eight of the ma- 
troffes are killed or wounded. Few actions have been 
characterized, by more obftinacy in attack or defence, 
than is the prefent. ‘The Britifh bayonet is repeatedly 
tried without effect. During the engagement many 
Americans place themfelves in high trees in the rear of 
their own line; and there is feldom a minute’s interval 
of fmoke in any part of the Britifh line, without offi- 
cers being taken off by fingle fhot. One is aimed at 
Burgoyne, .but paffes through the arm of capt. Green, 
aid de camp to Phillips, while delivering a meffage. 
The Britifh commander’s efcape 1s owing to the cap- 


tain’s having a laced furniture to his faddle, which oc- 


cafions his being miftaken for the general. Toward the 
clofe of the day, gen. Gates orders out of camp to the 
field of battle, the roth Maffachufetts .regiment under 
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1777 col. Marfhail*. When he comes upon the open ground, 


he is perceived by a Britifh officer, wha has entered the 
neighbouring wood with his foldiers, and is upon the 
point of overpowering an American regiment. The 
Britifh officer quits the wood, calls out to him not to 
fire for that he is a friend.. Marthall fufpedts it, but the 
dufk of the evening prevents his diftinguifhing the re- 
gimentals; he therefore orders his men to make ready. 
He obferyes the officer directing his foldiers, by the 
motion of his {word, how to form; and at length dif 
cerns the grenadier-caps, on which he calls out to his 
men fire. ‘The Britith officer falls, and after a while the 
regiment feeks its fafety in a retreat, which terminates 
che action in this quarter. In another fpot, the Ameris 
cans give way to the Britifh bayonet and quit the field. 
Gen. Reidefel, by exerting himfelf,. brings up a part iy, 
the left wing, and arrives jaft in time to charge fome 
of the Americans. But a iegiment of the latter remains 
longeft on the field of battle, by continuing upon. it 
hours after the action totally ceafes. Lieut. col. Brooks, 
who conimands the eighth Maffachufetts regiment, by: 
order of gen. Gates, goes to the left of all the Ameri- 
can troops, io as to out flank the Britifh, when he forms 
his line; but perceives troops in front of him, whom. 
he cannot clearly diftincuifh becaufe of the latenefs of 
the evening, and the dufk being increafed by the: trees. 
They foon fire, and kill one of: his men, wounding 
others; on which he immediately engages them, and 
they give way. He concludes they are Germans from: 


the brafs cafes on their hreafts, for containing lighted. 


” He was lieut. col. of militia, when he gave ey idence on the trial 
of ihe foldiers at Botton in ‘ee See vol. i, Ps 283. 
match, 
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match.- Brooks remarking that the other American re-!777° 


giments are withdrawn, and that he cannot be fupported 
in cafe the enemy advance upon him, and hearing them 
talk at a diftance, changes his pofition, and falls back 
into»the open road leading to the camp, and there re- 
mains. At length he fends to Gates for orders how to 
act, who diteéts him to return into camp ;. where it was 
before apprehended all the troops had collected that 
had been in action. It is near upon eleven o'clock at 
night when he quits the ground and returns. 

The Britifh loft in thissaétion rather more than 500 
in killed, wounded and prifoners *.. The lofs of the 
Americans was, officers included, 64 killed, 217 wound- 
ed, and 38 miffing, in all 319 t¢. None of their mght 
wing or centre were engaged, excepting Marfhall’s re- 
giment. The number that engaged was about 2500. 
Gates’s whole army, with the militia prefent, was about 
4000, Lincoln had not then joined him with his milt- 
tia; neither was he in the aétion, but at or in the neigh- 
bourhood of Bennington. Arnold’s divifion was out in 
the action, but he himfelf did not head them; he re- 
mained in the camp the whole time. The foreign of- 
ficers faid, that in all the engagements in which they 
had been, whether in Flanders or elfewhere, they never 
knew fo long and hot a fire. The American army ex- 
pended nearly all their ammunition, and had but about 
_ forty rounds a man left them. After the action, the ge- 
neral was under the neceffity of fending not only for 
powder, but alfo to Albany for all the window leads and 
other lead that could be gotten for the making of bul- 


* Lieut. col. Kingfton before the houfe of commons, 9 tage iT 
board of war, . | | 
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J 771: lets, He had never more than three days provifion of 
flour at a time: but on the day of action the army had 
none, for it did not arrive till the 2eth, It had been 


caution of having the baggage loaded every morning, 
and of being ready for a fudden movement’; fome of 
the Britifh officers not knowing this was. his practice, 
wrongly inferred from its being taken the morning after 
the action, that he was apprehenfive of being puthed, 
and. of being. obliged to give way. The royal army 
however difcovered apprehenfion, by lying all: the en- 
fuing night upon their arms, at fome diftance from the 
field of battle. - The next day they took a pofition nearly 
within cannon fhot of the Americans, and fortified their 
right. ‘The engagement anfwered fo litrle to the, expec- 


among them took place, in this feafon of danger and 
diftrefs ; while 4 number -of other Indians. repaired to 
the American camp. The: *laft were attending a. treaty 
with the American commiffioners; who, finding they 
were inclinable to engage in thé war, prepared a fpeech; 
and the next day offered. thém -the war belt, which was 
immediately and folemnly accepted by warriors: of the 
Oneidas, Tufcaroras, Onondagos, and Mohawks. On 
the 17th the war feaft was prepared, at which the belt 
was folemnly accepted by the. whole. The 18th and 
agth paffed in equipping them, Being informed the 
rgth at night, that the American army was engaged, 
many of the Indians marched off without delay, and with 
fuch difpatch as to reach Gates before noon next day, 
though the diftance was very confiderable, and by night 
the remainder arrived in camp making in all near 150. 


The 


coaftantly the practice of gen, Gates, to take the pre- 


tations of their Indian auxiliaries, that.a frefh defertion 
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The proximity of the two armies induced the Ame- !777¢ 


rican general to redouble his ardor in ftrengthening his 
left. ‘The Americans are expert beyond all other na- 
tions, in the mode of defence by intrenchment, covered 
with ftrong abbatis*. From the 20th of September to 
the 7th of Odtober, the armies were fo near, that not a 
night paffed without firing, and fometimes concerted at- 
tacks upon the Britifh advanced piquets. No foraging 
party could be made by the royal troops, without great 
detachments to cover it. Jt was the American plan to 
harafs the enemy by conftant alarms+t. Mean while, 
gen. Lincoln, agreeable to the orders fent him, marched 
toward the camp... By the 29th, he joined Gates with 
about 2000 militia. | 

General Burgoyne had, from the beginning, a firm 
hope of being powerfully fuccoured when wanted, and 
at any rate of being met and joined at Albany, by a 
{trong force from the army at New York. With great 
difficulty he received, on the arft, a letter in cypher 
from Sir H. Clinton, informing him, that the latter in- 
tended making a diverfion on the North river, by at- 
tacking Fort Montgomery. ‘Though this fell fhort of 


the aid he expected, he hoped it might afford effential. 


fervice by obliging Gates to divide his army. He re- 
turned the meffenger; and afterward difpatched two offi- 
cers in difeuife, and other confidential perfons, all fepa- 


rately by different routes, to acquaint Clinton with his 


exact fituation and condition, and to prefs him urgently 


to the immediate profecution of his defign, and to in- 


form him that in point of provifion he could, and was 
determined to hold his prefent pofition, in hope of fa- 


* Burgoyne’s State of the Expedition from Canada, + Idem. 
vorable 
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:777. vorable events, until the 12th of October. The Britifh 
commander had to encounter difappointments and diffi- 
culties; and the American was not exempted. The 
latter wrote to gen. Wafhington on the 5th of October, 
«« IT am forry to repeat to, your excellency the diftrefs I 

have fuffered for want of a proper fupply of mufket car= 
tridges from Springfield, or the materials to make theme & 
My anxiety alfo on account of provifions has been in= 
expreffible. A greater error has not, been committed: 
‘this war, than the changing, the commiffariot in the 
middle of the campaign.” moth talsoeterund 
Sir H. Clinton’s intended divarens did not commence _ 
fo foon as propofed ; for the Britifhy reinforcement under 
gen. Robertfon, amounting to near 2000 men, did not 
arrive from: Europe till about the beginning of Odtober. 
They were three months on their paffage,; owing partly 
to contrary winds, and partly to their’ being on board — 
heavy-failing Dutch: bottoms. Had they arrived a 
month fooner, the ftate of affairs would undoubtedly 
have been widely different. When they did arrive, _ 
Clinton loft no time in employing them. Numbers of 
them were immediately removed to proper veffels; and 
joined in the expedition againft the forts in the highlands. 
The arrangements being made, he proceeded up the 
North river with about 4000 men; and landed on the | | 
fourth of Odtober at. Tarry-town, meaning to excite an 
apprehenfion in gen. Putnam, that.his poft at Peek’s- 
kill was the object... A thoufand continental troops had. 
been left him, wherewith to defend it; but the effeCtives 
were fewer: he had made repeated application for mili-- 
tia from New York ftate and Connecticut, but had been ~ 
joined iby very few, they having been. called away upon 
sifgiow 3 . an 
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an expedition againft the royal force on Rhode Ifland. 1779. 
At eight at night, he wrote to gov. Clinton, and in- » 
formed him of the arrival of the Britifh, and what he 
thought was their deftination. ‘The governor, upon the 
receipt of the letter, penetrated his name-fake’s defign ; 
prorogued the affembly the next day; and haftened to 
Fort Montgomery, where he arrived at night. The royal 
troops were fecretly transferred acrofs the river, and dif- 
pofitions made, for an affault upon the forts, on the fixth. 

' The American ‘advanced party is attacked: by the Ot 
enemy at Doodle-town, about two miles and a half ~ 
from Fort Montgomery. ‘They receive the enemy’s 
fire, and retreat to Fort Clinton. The enemy then ad- 
vance to the weft fide of the mountain, to attack the 
Americans in the rear. Gov. Clinton orders out a de- 
tachment of 100 men toward Doodle-town, and another 
of 60 with a brafS field piece, to a very good fpot ona 
different road. They are both attacked foon by the 
énemy’s whole force, and obliged to give way ; but be- 
have with fpirit, and retreat with great orden, till they 
reach the fort. The governor immediately pofts his 
men in the moft advantageous manner; but it is not 
many minutes before his poft, as well as Fort Cinton, _ 

is invaded on all fides. He is fummoned, when the 
fun is about an hour high, to furrender in five minutes ; 
but refufes. In about ten minutes after, the Britifh 
make a general and defperate attack on both pofts, which 
is received with fpirit. Officers and men, as well militia 
as continental, behave well. A moft-inceffant fire is 
kept up till dufk, when the affailed are overpowered by 
 aumbers, who force the lines and redoubts at both pofts. 
Not a few of the Americans fight their way out, others 
Bis. Mux 
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_all the avenues in the mountains, and being favored by _ 
the night. The governor, and his brother gen. James s 
Clinton, who is wounded, but not dangeroufly, get clear 
off. ‘The former is joined the next day by better than _ 
200 of the garrifon; and is in expectation of many more. _ 
The whole garrifon confifted of but 600 men, not — 
one half of whom had bayonets, wherewith to oppofe — 
thofe of the enemy, whofe repeated affaults with that — 
weapon at length prevailed.. When it was evident that — 
the enemy meant an attack upon thefe pofts, application a 
was made for a reinforcement from Peek’s-kill; but i 
through miftake, and the treachery of the iffuing com- — 
miffary at Fort Montgomery, it was not fent in time; — 
the forts were carried while it was croffing the river, — 
which occafioned itsreturn. A feafonable fupply of 500 _ 
men might have fecured them. They were no fooner 
Joft, but Fort Conftitution was demolifhed without the _ 
orders'of the governor, and without firft removing the 
artillery and flores. The Americans fet fire alfo to two — 
fine new frigates, and fome other veilels, which with a 
their guns and ftores were all confumed. Gen, Tryon q 
was fent off with a detachment, and deftroyed a new fet- _ 
tlement; called Continental-village, which contained 
barracks for 1500 men, befide many ftores. | 4 
The cannon, ftores, ammunition, &c. taken and de- 
ftroyed by the Britifh, were very confiderable; but the — 
main advantage obtained by them, was the opening of the ‘a 
paflage up the North river. This had been obftructed 
by a boom and chain running acrofs the river from Fort — 
Montgomery, The chain weighed above fifty tons, and 4 
the links were about two.and a half inches fquare. There 
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was another inferior boom near Fort Conttitution. Thefe ;4-. i 
booms and chain coft the Americans an amazing deal of 
labor, and more than fifty thoufand pound fterling, as 
is f{uppofed, in paper continental money. ‘The reduction 
of the forts put the Britifh into immediate pofleffion of &— 
the power of removing thefe obftructions, and of paffing 
up to Albany. Gen. Putnam was in fuch expectation i 
of their improving this advantage, that he wrote to gen. 
Gates on the 8th, “I cannot flatter you or myfelf with 
the hopes of preventing the enemy’s advancing, there- . | 
fore prepare for .the worft.” The next day he faid, i 
«© The Connecticut militia came in yefterday, and the | 
day before in great numbers, but am forry to fay, they i 
already begin to run away. The enemy can take a fair 
wind, and. with. their flat-bottomed boats, which have | 
all fails, go to Albany or Half Moon with great expe- 4a 
dition, and I believe without any. oppofition.” Half } 
Moon is fixteen miles below where Gates. was encamped. 
The fame day a {py was brought before gov. Clinton, iq 
and confefled— That he was charged by Sir Henry ti 
to go to Burgoyne and acquaint him, that on Monday, fi 
the 6th, he ftormed and carried the forts with the lofs 
ef lieut. col. Campbell, majors Grant and Sill flain; 
befides a number of other officers, and upward of 300 
rank and file, killed and wounded :—That a number of 
people were employed, who went conftantly from one 
army to the other :—That gen. Clinton intended to pufh i 
up the river ;—-and that a capt. Campbell of Burgoyne’s | 
army, lately arrived, with difpatches to Sir Henry, and a 
fet of on his return, the Wednefday morning,. with the i 
news of the reduétion of Fort Montgomery.” The | 
| captain however,. did nat get back to Burgoyne till the fl 
. 8 : night 
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1777. night before the convention was figned. The fpy did 


not mention the death of count Graboufki, a Polith 
nobleman, who was killed in the attack, while acting as 
aid-de-camp to Sir Henry Clinton. 


Let us now attend the motions of gens. Burgoyne and | 
In the beginning of Oétober, the Britifh com- | 4 
mander judged it expedient to leffen the foldiers rations — 


Gates. 


: 


of provifion, to which they fubmitted with cheerfulnefs. 


Things continued in this ftate with the royal army till 
the 7th, when no intelligence having been received of 


the expected co-operation, and four or five days for their 


limited ftay in the camp only remaining, it was thought 


advifable to make a movement to the left of the Ame~ 


ricans, not only to difcover whether there was any pof- 


fible mean of forcing a paffage, fhould it be neceffary q 


to advance, or of diflodging them for the convenience. 
of a retreat; but alfo to cover a forage of the army in 


- the greateft diftrefs by the prefent fcarcity. | 4 
Before gen. Gates has gained any knowledge i this J 


intended movement, he has ordered out a party of about 


300 men in the morning: foon after he directs lieut. a 
col. Brooks to repair to head quarters, when: he gives — ‘ 
him the command of them, and defires him to call be= 
tween one and two o’clock for particular directions. — 
The party is deftined to go into the rear of  Bur- | 


goyne, to drive in his out. pofts, and to occafion an 
alarm, which Gates means to take ‘advantage of, if 
opportunity offers. 


dered to move, being commanded by Burgoyne in pers 


The 


- But unknown to him, a-royal de-. % 
tachment of 1500 regular troops, with two twelve a 
pounders, two howitzers, and fix fix-pounders, are ors 


-. 
aD 


oe 


fon, feconded by gens. Phillips, Reidefel, and Frazer. 
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The guard of the camp upon the high grounds is com- 1777: 


mitted to gens. Hamilton and Specht; that of the re- 
doubts and plain’near the river to brigadier Gall, The 
force of the Americans in front is thought to. be fo much 
fuperior, that it is not judged fafe to augment the de- 
tachment beyond the number ftated. 

_ While Brooks is waiting at the American head quar- 
‘ters, a fergeant arrives with an account of the motion 
of the royal detachment; which is fpeedily confirmed. 
On this the party he was to have commanded is dif- 
miffed ; and the officers and men prefent are ordered to 
theirpofts., Burgoyne’s fcouting parties are driven in 
by col. Morgan’s riflemen and the corps of light infan- 
try; but his troops continue advancing, and are formed 
within three quarters of a mile of Gates’s left. The 
artillery is pofted on a clear fpot of ground, in a great 
meafure furrounded by woods, the two medium twelve 


pounders on a fmall eminence, nearly in the centre of 


it., The irregulars are pufht on through by-ways to 
gain the American rear, and to keep them in check. 
Gen. Arnold,.who has mounted his horfe, receives a 
mefiage: from Gates, directing him to be cautious, for 
that he apprehends Burgoyne defigns to make his main 
attack on the right. Arnold fhows much difpleafure at 
it, exprefies himfelf improperly, and fays, “ I will be 
anfwerable for confequences.” -He orders out Cilly’s 
‘New Hamphhire regiment with others, and foon follows 
_ them. About four o’clock in the afternoon, the Ame- 
| rican colunan approaches the royal detachment; and. is 
immediately fired upon by the twelve pounders and the 
four fix pounders; natwithftanding which, the men draw 
up along the fkirts of the woods behind trees, about 200 
yards 


ee 
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yards diftant from the artillery. ‘They make a very 
fudden and rapid attack upon the Britifh grenadiers, 
who are pofted to fupport the left wing of the line. 
Major Ackland at the head of them fuftains this fierce 
attack with great refolution. Gen. Gates having ordered 
out more regiments, the number of the Americans 7 
enables them foon to extend the attack along the whole _ 
front of the Germans, who are pofted immediately on 


the right of the erenadiers. It is therefore impracti- 


cable to remove any of the Germans,’ for the purpofe q 


of forming a fecond line to the flank, where the ftrefs 


of the fire lies. The right is fill unengaged; but it is 
obferved, that the Americans are marching a large corps 
round their flank in order to cut off their retreat. To 
oppole this bold and dangerous attempt, the light in- 
fantry, with a part of the 24th regiment, which are 
joined with them at the poft, are directed to. form a fe- 
cond line, in order to cover the rétreat of the troops 
into camp. While this movement is in procefs, the — 
Americans puth forward a frefh and ftrong reinforce” q 
ment to renew the aétion on Burgoyne’s left; which is 
totally overpowered and compelled to give way : on this 
the light infantry and 24th regiment, are obliged, by a 
quick movement, to attempt faving that wing from be- 
ing totally ruined; but.in doing it gens Frazer is mor- 


. tally wounded. ‘The fituation of the detachment is now : 


exceeding critical; but the danger to which the lines 
are expofed, is ftill more alarming. Gens. Phillips and 
Reidefel are ordered to cover the retreat; and thofe — 
troops which are neareft or moft difengagéed, return as 


- faft as they can for the defence of the lines, A little 


after five, in the height of the action, lieut. col, Brooks, ? 


@ q 
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by Gates’s order, quits the camp at the head of col,'777+ 


Michael Jackfon’s regiment, and directs his march to 
the warmeit fire. On advancing into the field, he finds 
the royal detachment has given way in all quarters, and 
Arnold pufhing with Paterfon’s brigade for the works 
poffefied by the Britifh light infantry affifted by fome of 
the line, who have juft thrown themfelves into the fame, 
with great precipitation, by means of a circuitous re- 


treat. The brigade has a large abbatis to crofs, and 


many other obftructions to furmount, in the face of a 
brave enemy, occupying works advantageoufly conftruct- 
ed and completed, it is therefore at length compel- 
led to retire. But during the conteft, Jackfon’s regi- 
ment paffing the rear of the brigade, falls into the fire 
on its left, having in front two ftockade redoubts oc- 
cupied by fome Canadians, and the left of the works in 
which are the German grenadiers under col. Breyman. 
At fome confiderable diftance on the left of Brooks are 
Weffon’s regiment, Morgan’s corps, and the York 
troops. Paterion’s brigade failing, Arnold leaves it, 
and comes to Jackfon’s regiment, which he orders in- 
{tantly to advance, and attack the lines and redoubts ia 
front. Brooks commands two platoons from the right 
to attack the ftockades: they moye with great rapidity, 
carry the point with charged bayonets, and fuffer little 
more than the lofs of two lieutenants killed. The re- 
giment inftantly makes an affault on the main lines, 
though manned with double its number. . Arnold hav- 
ing given Brooks his orders, paffes on to the left; and 


Aaving ordered the Americans there to make a general 


affault, returns to Jackfon’s regiment, the left .of which 
has arrived at the works; and a fimall fally-port pre- 
Vor. II, re 6 fenting, 
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1777: fenting, Arnold and a part of the left platoon pafs sic awed 
rwigthkionn The enemy retire firing, and gain their tents 
about thirty or forty yards fromthe works; but finding 
the affault is general, they give one fire, and either re+ 
treat to the Britith camp or throw down their arms.» By ; 
‘this laft fire Arnold is wounded, and a fergeant of Jack> 
fon’s regiment, ftanding near the general, killed. Or- 
ders are given by Burgoyne for the recovery of the in- \ 
trenchments of the German referve ; but they are not 
executed, and the Americans remain in poffeffion of an 
opening on the right and rear of the royal army. sae 
night puts an end to the action. «. igang 

The heat of it, with fmall arms, lafteds about forty q 
minutes ; but the cannonading continued afterthe royal 
detachment had given way. - In the courfe of it) a thot 
paffed, through gen. Burgoyne’s hat, and another tore | 
his waiftcoat. ~.A: battalion of Brunfwickers. rany though — . 
not one of them was killed, and would never come on — 
again *. ‘To this ‘mifbehaviour fome may be ready to 

_afcribe the want of fuccefs.on the fide of. the Britifh, - | 
and as a confequence of it, the lofs' of the whole army. 
Whatever fuch mifbehaviour might: contribute. smmaiel” 
‘the event, the bravery ofthe Americans had certainly a q 
wery confiderable fhare: in: it. > The royal detachment — 
was driven by them near upon two miles, and had fearce _ 
entered the camp, when it was ftormed» by them. with 4 

great fury; for they rufhed. on to the lines under one # 
of the heavieft cannonades of artillery, grape fhot; and 
rife fre ever beheld, and never gave way till: they met 
the Britith grenadiers. Some of the Britith officers were © 
-aftonifhed at hearing the fire of the American. mukenry 


+ yee Money’s declaration in ‘the houfe of commons. 
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kept up with fuch vigor and conftancy, after undergo- 1777 


ing fo heavy a fire of artillery *. One of the bravett of 
them + is ready to declare, that, whenever he has been 
_Oppoted to the Americans, they have fought with cou- 
rage and obftinacy. He found it fo in the above ation. 
Gen. Arnold was next to military mad. He. appeared, 
in the heat of the engagement, fo befide himfelf as 
{earce to know what he did. He ftruck feveral of the 
officers with his fword, without any apparent reafon; 
and when they told him of it the next day, meaning to 
remontftrate and require fatisfaction, he declared he re- 
collected nothing at all of it, and was forry if it was fo. 
Some of his orders were exceedingly rafh and injudi- 
cious, and argued thoughtlefénefs rather than courage fT, 
Ffis attack upon the Britifh, varied fo from eftablithed 
military maxims, that the royal officers inferred from it, 
that gen, Gates did not perfonally.command in the ac- 
tion. Gates remained for the moft part in the camp, 
as on the 19th of September, that he might the better 
guide the general operations, and give the neceflary di- 
rections as they were wanted. Arnold’s left-handed va- 
tiation, might however contribute greatly toward ob- 
| taining the victory. The Britith have been at Jeneth 
taught by experience, that neither American attacks, 
nor refiftance, are to be defpifed. 

Nothing could eafily exceed the diftrefs and calamity 
of the royal army, when the day was clofed. The Ame- 
ricans halted half a mile in the rear.of them; and tes 
tween twelve and one o’clock at night, gen. Lincola 
| (who, during the action, was in the centre of the 


* Idem. Earl of Balcarras.. ° t Lieut. col. Brooks 


“- 


was my informer, 
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#1771¢encampment, commanding within the works) marched’ 


with his divifion to relieve the troops that had been en- 
gaged, and to poffels the ground they had gained. The’ 
foun of the Britifh made ‘a total change of pofition 
neceflary to fecure them from certain deftruction. It 
was executed during the night, with a great degree of 
coolnefs; filence, order and intrepidity. It was a gene- 
tal remove of the whole army, of the camp and artillery, 
from its late ground, to the heights above the hofpital ; 
with the defien by an entire change of the front, of 
reducing the Americans, if poffible, to the neceffity of 
forming a new difpofition: ‘This remove was accom- 
plifhed without any lofs whatevery The day of action 
proved fatal to numbers. The officers fuffered. excéed~ 


ingly. Several, who had beea grievoufly wounded in 


the former action; and difdained abfence fron danger, 
were again wounded. Befide gen. Frazer, Sir James 
Clarke Burgoyne’s aid de camp, was. mortally wounded 
and taken prifoner. Major Williams of the artillery, 
and major Ackland, were alfo taken, the latter being 
wounded, Lieut. col. Breyman was killed when the in- 
srenchment where he commanded was forced. ‘The 
its of killed and wounded, though avowedly imperfect, 
and: not including the Germans, are very confiderable.. 
The lofs of the Americans was trifling both in men and 


officers. They took officers and privates; to the amount — 


of rather more than 200; befide g pieces of brafs artil» 
lery, and the encampment of a German brigade with all 
their equipage. But what was of the utmoft confequence, 


they obtained a large fupply of ammunition from amon ‘e 
the. fpoils of the field, under an exceffive fcarcity of 


which they had song labored, The fame troops were 


Signe | engaged a 


ray 
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the 8th, in continual expectation of an ation, and were 
cannonaded during the greateft-part of it: but all that 
happened was a fucceffion of fkirmifhes, which occafi- 
oned lofs en both fides. Gen. Lincoln was wounded in 
his leg by a random fhot of the enemy, as riding ip 
company with gen. Gates, About fun fet, the corpfe 
of gen. Frazer was brought up the hill, attended only 
by the officers who had lived in his family, for he de- 
fired it might be carried, without parade, by the foldiers 
of his corps to the great redoubt, and there buried, I¢ 
neceflarily paffed within view of beth armies: gens. 
Phillips, Reidefel and Burgoyne, ftanding together, were 
{truck with the humility of the proceffion. Their con- 
forming to that privacy which had been requefted, might 
be conftrued into negle@. They could neither endure 
that reflection, nor reftrain their natural propenfity, to 
pay their laft attention to his remains. ‘They followed 
the corpfe to the grave. The inceflant cannonade during 
the folemnity :==the fteady attitude, and unaltered voice 
with which the chaplain officiated, though frequently 
covered with duft, thrown up en all fides of him by the 
fhot:—the mute but expreffive mixture of fenfibility 
and indignation upon every countenance -—together with 
the growing dufkineds of the evening, may be hereafter 
defcribed by the pen ‘of the Britifh commander, as 


marking a character of that juncture, which. makes. one 


af the fineft fubjetts for the pencil of a “matter, that the 
OQ 3 field 


$65 
engaged as.on the 1gth of oe with detachéd !777« 
regiments, from gens. Glover and Paterfon’s brigades, 
together with a ftrone brigade ef New Hampfhire mi- 
litia, and Green Mountain boys, alias Vermont militia, 
The royal troops were under arms the whole day of O&, 
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x77. field ever exhibited *. But had gen. Burgoyne ac- 
quainted the American commander with the intended. it 
procefiion, : the fcenery would have been varied; for. q 
Gates, inftead of admitting the cannonade, would ra-_ a 
ther have ordered minute guns to have been fired in ho- 
nor to the deceafed ; and could he have gained in time 
‘the knowledge of what was going focwate Pappa un- 
doubtedly have filenced the former. | 
General Gates, previous to the action, potted 1400 
Americans on the heights oppofite the ford of Saratoga, 
and 2000 in the rear to prevent a retreat to Fort Ed- 
“ward; afterward on the 8th, he pofted 1500 at the ford 
“higher up. Gen. Burgoyne, having received intelli- i 
gence of it, and apprehending that Gates meant to turn 
“his right, which when effected would have enclofed him 
completely, refolved on an immediate retreat to Sara- 
toga. The army began to move at nine o’clock at 
night, and the movement was made without lofs ; but 
‘the hofpital with the fick and wounded, was neceflarily 
“abandoned. In this inftance, as well as in every other 
which occurred in the courfe of thefe tranfactions, Gates 
behaved with fuch attention and humanity, to all whom 
-the fortune of war threw into his hands, as does honor 
to his character. The badnefs of the roads, and the 
ftarving condition of the cattle for want of forage, to- 
gether with one inceflant rain, like a continued thunder 
{hower from about eight in the morning of the 9th till 
long after the day clofed, and other difficulties, prevented 
the army’s reaching Saratoga, though no more than about 
Gx miles diftant, before night, and then worn down with 
exceflive fatigue. . During the rain a body of Bay: 


, 


= Burgoyne’s State, ° 


con- 
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continued their. march, and got in above Gates’s army, 1777+ 

but fome. way. below Fort Edward. Gates being in- 

formed of their arrival, ordered them immediately. 'to 

the fort. They arrived there the next morning early, 

about two or three hours before a detachment fent off ) li 
by Burgoyne to pofiefs that poft could get up to it. 
The detachment finding it occupied by the Americans, 
returned’ much difpirited. 

When the royal artillery and army had paffed the fords 
of the Fifh-kill creek, a little to the northward of Sa- 
ratoga on,the morning of the roth, they found a body 
of Americans already arrived, who retired at) their ap- 
proach over a ford of Hudfon’s river, and there joined 
a greater force, f{tationed to prevent the paflage of the 
Britifh. No hope remained, but that of effecting a re- 
treat at leaft to Fort George. Arrtificers were fent for- ‘i 
ward to repair the bridges; but they were not long de- * 
parted from the camp with a ftrong efcort, when the ’ 
fudden, appearance of the Americans, on the oppofite a ‘ 
heights, with an apparent preparation to. pafs the Fifh- 
kill, and bring on an engagement, rendered it neceflary 
to recall the 47th regiment, and Frazer’s markfmen— 
thefe with Mackoy’s provincials formed the efcart. The 
workmen had only commenced the repair of the firft 
bridge, when they were abandoned by their provincial 


guard, who ran away and left them to fhift for them- ci 


felves, upon a flight attack of an inconfiderable party 
of Americans. 

On the morning of the rith, gen. Gates called the oa, ff 
general officers together, and informed them of his hav- '** 
ing received certain intelligence, which might be de- i} 
pended upon, that the main body of Burgoyne’s army 1 
[Se O04 was W) 
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*777-was marched off for Fort Edward with what they could. 


_ if you fpeak nothing but the truth, you fhall be pros. 
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take, and that a rear guard only was left inthe camp, 
who after a while were-to pufh off as faft as. poffible, 
leaving the heavy baggage behind. On this it was cons 
cluded to advance, and attack the camp in half an hour. fe 
The officers repaired immediately to their refpective 
commands. Gen. Nixon’s, being -the. eldeft ‘brigade, 
crofted the Saratoga creek firft.. Unknown to the Ame- 
ricans, Burgoyne had a line formed behind a parcel of | 
brufh wood, to fupport. the poft of:artillery,,where the 
ethers meant to make their attack:- Gens Glover was 
upon. the point of following Nixon. » Juft as he entered» 
the water, he faw a Brith foldier making acrofs, whom > 
he called and examined. The foldier faid he had-de~ 
ferted, that he belonged to the bullock guard (the. guard : - | 
placed over the cattle) and that he was going to the; . 
Americans. Glover afked him about- Burgoyne’s armye: 
The foldier anfwered,. it is encamped the- fame as days. 
pat. Glover told him-—« If you are found attempting 
to deceive me, you fhall be hung in half an hour ; but 
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tected and meet with good ufage.” He then afked-him- 
—«¢ Fave not numbers been fent off to Fort Edward | ae 
The deferter replied— A finall detachment. was Tent’ 
off a day or two ago, but are returned on_ finding | the 
pafies occupied a! the Americans, and the whole: army - 
is now in Camp.” Glover, though the. junior officer to : 
Nixon, fent off, immediately to him, to defift and res. 
crofs the creek; and at the dame time difpatched his » 
aid de camp, with the deferter behind, him on -horfeback: 
to Gates; who having examined the foldier, hurried 
away the bial de gts the oe general and others, 


to 
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to countermand the former orders and prevent the at- 2777 


tack. Gen. Nixon upon Glover’s meffage retreated ; 
but before he had recroffed, the fog cleared off, and the 
rear of his brigade was galled by the enemy’s cannon, 
which killed feveral of his men. Before the orders from 
gen. Gates arrived, the Britifh deferter’s information was 
confirmed by like intelligence from a German deferter *. 
Glover’s meflage was received by Nixon in the critical 
moment; a quarter of an hour later ‘would: probably 
have proved fatal to his whole brigade, and given a turn 
to affairs in favor of the royal army. On incidents of 
this kind may depend the rife and fall of mighty king- 
doms, and the far diftant future transfer of power, glory 
and riches, of arts and fciences, from Europe to Ame 
rica. Are they blind unmeaning cafualties ? Or are they 
the direét orderings of a Divine Being; for the eftablifhs 
ment. of his own purpofe, by a fuperintending Provi- 
dence, amid the jarring devices of mortals? 

Gates after a victory acknowledged in general orders 
a Providence, but did not prefume upon it, fo as to 
neglect the dictates of human prudence. That he 
might fecure all the advantages of the fuccefsful action 
on the 7th, he applied to the New Hamphfhire affem- 
bly for more troops. The fpeaker, John Langdon 
efq; upon receiving the application, immediately pro- 
pofed that the affembly fhould adjourn, and that as 
many of the members as-could, fhould fet off direftly 
as volunteers for the camp, taking with them all the 


_ men they could collect: which was agreed to, and done 


by himfelf and others. 


* General Glover’s information given me at Bofton, March 18, 


1785. 
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In the courfe of the above tranfactions, large quanti- 
ties of baggage, provifion, boats, &c. were taken by both 
the continentals and militia. The latter were extremely 
eager after plunder; and even robbed the former, as 
opportunity offered, of what they had fecured, and. made 
fale of it for their own advantage. ‘The irregularities in 
this bufinefs were fo srofs, that the American comman- 


der, on the 12th, gave out in general orders—‘ The 


general fees fo many. {candalous and mean tran{a€tions, 
committed by perfons who feek more after plunder than 
the honor of doing their duty in a becoming; and foldier- 
like manner, that he is obliged to declare his unalterable 
refolution, to have the firft perfon who shall hereafter.be 
detected pillaging the baggage and ftores, taken from 
the enemy, tried and punifhed with the utmoft feverity 
of the military law. Officers, who know their. duty, 
and have virtue to practife it, will not be feeking plun- 
der, when they ought to be doing their beft fervice in 
the field; it is only the worthlefs and the pilfering that 


are fo truly infamous. For the future, all plunder taken 


from the enemy is to be delivered to lieut, col. Hay, 


deputy quarter mafter general, who is’ to give a receipt 


for the fame, and after three days public notice in general 
orders, it fhall be fold by auétion in the moft central 
place in the rear of the army; and the money for which 
the plunder is fold, fhall be properly and fairly divided, 
to fuch perfons as, in the impartial judgment . of the. 
eeneral, have a right to receive a fhare: when. there i 18 
a fum fufficient to divide among the non-commiffioned 
officers and foldiers of the whole ane they may. be 
affured of fuch having their juft quota,” 
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It is believed, that gen. Burgoyne, when upon the !777- 


point of retreating, faid to major Skeen to this purport 
—‘ You have been the occafion of petting me into 
this difficulty, now advife me how to get out of it,”— 
-referring to the advice the major gave in relation to the 
‘Bennington expedition: and that the major anfwered— 
“ Scatter your baggage; {tores and every thing elfe that 
can be {fpared, at proper diftances ; and the militia will 
be fo engaged in collecting and fecuring the fame, that 
the troops will have an opportunity of getting clear off.” 
‘The major certainly knew the caft of the militia; and 
if military honor and other circumftances, had admitted 
of trying the propofed. expedient, it might have fuc- 
ceeded ; for though gen. Gates had the continentals ‘un- 
“der good difcipline, it would have been next to impof- 
fible for him to have prevented the militia’s being taken 
in by the hopes of immediate gain. 

Burgoyne was at leneth reduced to the neceffity of 
conforming in a degree to the expedient. The only 
meafure that appeared practicable for the efcape of the 
army, though difficult and dangerous, was by a night 
march to gain Fort Edward, the troops carrying their 
provifions on their backs. The impoffibility of convey- 
ing, in their prefent fituation, the artillery and carriages, 
was too evident to admit of a queftion. It was propofed 
to force the fords at or near the fort. But all hope of 
effecting this manoeuvre foon failed. The Americans 
who had been ordered there, were too ftrongly pofted. 
ie *Befide, they made a difcovery, which they greatly im- 
| proved. Below the fort, clofe in with the river, they 
found the appearance of a grave, with an infcription on 
a board—Here lies the body of lieutenant - They 
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were at a lois what it fhould mean. On fearching, they 
difcovered three boats; inftead of a body. Thefe the 
enemy had concealed. Having none of their own, they 
by the help of them fent fcouting parties acrofs the 
river, which by falling into a track a mile and a half 
beyond, difcouraged the enemy’s parties from attempt- 
ing ‘an efcape that way. A cogtinental captain, on fur- 
lough for his health, being at hand and thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the woods, collected a number of men to- 
gether, and went off fix miles further, where he fell in 
with another track, juft in time to prevent a large corps 
of Canadians and others, getting off by the fame. Per- 
cciving them as they advanced, he concealed his men 
tillthey were near enough, and then gave them a volley, 
attended with yells, fhouts, and other founds, which put 
them into fuch confufion, that they fled back to Burgoyne’s 
camp, with the report that the woods were filled with 
thoufands of Americans. The certain intelligence that 
was received, the flying reports that were fpread, and 
the various circumftances that exifted, rendered the ftate 
and fituation of the royal army deplorably calamitous. 
“Phey had been obliged for fome days to lie cane 
upon their arms, 

On the 13th, gen. Burgoyne finding that the sane 
had only three days provilion in ftore, on fhort allow- 
ance, and ng apparent means of retreat remaining, 
called into council all the generals, field officers, and 
captains commanding corps, There was not a {pot of 
ground in the whole camp for holding the council of 
war, but what was expofed to cannon or rifle fhot. 
While the council was deliberating, an eighteen pound 
ball crofied the table. - ‘By the unanimous advice and 
| con- 


er 
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concurrence of the council, the general was induced to 1777+ 


open atreaty withgen. Gates. The firft propefals of the lat- 
ter were rejected, and the fixth article with difdain; wherein 
it was required, that the Britith < army fhould lay down their 
arms in the intrenchments. Burgoyne’s counter-propofals 
were unanimoufly approved; and being fent to Gates were 
agreed to, on the isth, without any material alteration, 
The propofals not being figned by either party, and Capt. 
Campbell returning in the night of the 16th to Burgoyne, 
with the news of the reduction of Fort Montgomery and 
other intelligence, the general fubmitted it to confiderati- 
on, whether it was confiftent with public faith, and, if fo, 
expedient to fufpend the execution of the treaty, and truft 
to events. ‘he opinion of different officers was afked in re- 
gard to the condition of their refpective corps, and what 
might be expected from them teverally in seiner cafes, 


Some entertained doubts of part of the troops, if the nego- 


tiation ceafed; and others of a greater part for want of bo- 
dily ftreneth, if delperate enterprifes were to be afterward 
undertaken. ‘he majority of the council determined, that 
the public faith was dena fide plighted*. Burgoyne, from 
the intelligence brought in the night by Campbell, enter- 
tained a flight hope of remote relief, and accordingly gave 
his voice again{t the majority ; but the majority having de. 
termined differently, the concurrence for figning the treaty 


was unanimous}, Gates, jealous left the figning would be 


unneceflarily delayed, and fearful of the confequences which 
might follow, fhould gen, Vaughan with his troops come up 
in time to Burgoyne’s affiftance, determined upon bringing 


_ the matter to an immediate iffue. On the morning of the O&, 
17th, he got every thing in readineis for attacking the royal. 17+ 


* Harlof Balcarras in the honfe of commons, . t Idem. 
. army. 
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¥777-army. This done, he took out his watch, the time agreed 
upon for figning being come; ‘ent col. Greaton on horfe- 
back to Burgoyne with a meflage, requiring the general to 
fin; and allowed him no more than ten minutes to go and 
return. Hewas backintime. The treaty.was figned; all 
hoftile appearances ceafed; andtheAmericans marched into 
their lines, to the tune of Yankee Doodle. They were kept 
there until the royal army had marched outof their lines, and 
depofited their arms at the place appointed by the treaty. 
The delicacy with which this bufinefs was conducted, 
refle@s the higheft honor upon the American general. It 
intimated, that he was fenfible of the mortification attending 
a reverfe of fortune; and that he was unwilling to aggravate 
the painful feelings of the royal troops, by admitting the 
American foldiery to be eye-witnefles to the degrading fpec- 
tacle of piling their arms. His humanity and politenefs are 
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the more praife-worthy, as fome late, as well as former cir- 
cumftances, had highly enraged the militia. The extraor- 
dinary and fevere meafures purfued upon the North river 
by the Britith, and to be related below, might alio have af- 
forded toa much colour for a different mode of conduct. 
When the arms were depofited agreeable to treaty, the 

royal troops were ferved with bread by the Americans, 
as they had neither any left nor flour to make it. Vhey 
had only one day’s falt meat remaining. 

The treaty is ftiled—4 convention between lieutenant- 


general Burgoyne, and mojor-general Gates. The articles 
follow :—1. Lhe troops under lieut. gen. Burgoyne, to 
march out of their camp with the honors of war, and 
the artillery of the intrenchments, to the verge of the 
river, where the old fort ftood, where the arms and ar- 
tillery.are to’be left.---The arms to be piled by word of 
eri fone 
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command from their own officersi—-2..A free~paflage ; 777, 


to be granted to the army under caine gen. Burgoyne to 
Great Britain,.upon ‘condition of not ferving again-in 
North America.during the prefent-conteft ; and the port 
of Bofton to be affigned ‘for thé entry of tranfports, to 
receive the troops, whenever gen: Howe fhall fo order:— 
3. Should any cartel take place: by which the-army un-. 
der lieut. gen. Burgoyne, or any part of it,-may be ex- 
changed, the foregoing article to be void, as far-as fuch 
exchange fhall be.made:—-4., The army under lieut. 
gen. Burgoyne is to march:to Maffachufetts Bay, by the 
eafieft; and moft expeditious, and convenient route; and 
to be quartered in, near, or as convenient as poffible to 
Bofton, that the march of the troops may not be delayed 
when tranfports arrive to receive them:—s. The troops 
to be fupplied on the march, and during their being in 
quarters, with provifions, by major gen. Gates’s orders, 
at the fame rate of rations as the troops of his own 
army ; "and, if poffible, the officers horfes and cattle are 
to be fupplied with forage at the ufual rates:—6. All 
officers to retain their carriages, bat-horfes and other 
eattle, and no baggage to.be molé{ted or fearched; 
lieut. gen. Burgoyne giving his honor, that there are no 
public ftores contained therein. Major gen. Gates will 
of courfe take the neceflary meafures for the due-per- 


‘formance of this article: fhould any carriages be wanted 
during the ‘march, for the tranfportation of officers bag- 


eae, they are, if poffible, to be fupplied by the coun- 
try at the ufual rates:—7. Upon the march; and during 


the time the army fhall:- remain in quarters, in the Maffa- 
-chufetts Bay, the Officers are not, as far as-circumftances 


will admit, to be feparated  frorh their men,- The offi- 


a I cers 


576 THE HISTORY! OF THE: 


3777+ cers are to be quartered according to their rank, and 
are not to be hindered from affembling their men for 
roll-callings, and other neceflary purpofes of regularity : 
—~8, All corps whatever of lieut. gen. Burgoyne’s army, 
whether compofed ‘of failors, batteau-men, artificers, 
drivers, independent companies, and followers of the 
army, of whatever country, fhall be included in the fulleft 
fenfe and utmoft extent of the above articles, and com-+ 
prehended in every refpeét as Britifh fubjects :-—9. All 
Canadians, and perfons belonging to the Canadian efta- 
blifhment, confifting of failors, batteau-men, artificers, 
drivers, independent companies, and many other follow- 
ers of the army, who come under no particular defcrip- 
tion, are to be permitted to return there: they are to be 
conduéted immediately by the fhorteft route to the fir 
Brith poft on Lake George, are to be fupplied with 
provifions in the fame manner as the other troops, and 
to be bound by the fame condition of not ferving during 
the prefent conteft in North America:—1o0. Paffports 
tobe immediately granted for three officers, not exceed- 
ing the rank of captains, who fhall be 5 by lieut. 
gen. Burgoyne, to carry difpatch s to Sir ow 
Sir Guy Carleton, and to Great Britain bit the: way “al 
New York; and major gen. Gates engages the public 
faith, that thefe difpatches fhall not be apenas Thefe 
wes are to fet out iin — hoi a t 


in ca moft ccelaieacts manner IT. ‘pat 7 

of the troops in the Maffachufetts Bay, ‘the officers are 

to be admitted on parole, and are to be permitted to 

wear their fide arms!—12. Should the army under lieut. 

gen. Burgoyne, find it neceflary to-fend for their clothing 
; *Y and 
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and other baggage from Canada, they are to be per- 
nittted to do it in the moft convenient manner; and ne- 
ceflary pafiports to be granted for that purpofe:—1 3. 
Thefe articles are to be mutually figned and exchanged 
to-morrow morning at nine o’clock; and the troops un- 
der lieut: gen; Burgoyne, are to: march out of their in- 
trenchments at three o’elock in the afternoon: Camp at 
Satatoga; October 16, 1777: 
Horatio Gates; Major-general. 


To prevent any doubts that might arife from lieuts 


gen. Burgoyne’s name not being mentioned in the above 

treaty, major gen. Gates hereby declares; that he is un- 

derftood to be comprehended in it; as fully as if his 

name had been {pecifically merttioned. | 
Hoxatio Gates, 

Such was the impatience of fome of the militia to re- 

turn home betore the royal army had been brought to 


furrender, and fo little their concern to be fpeétators of 


the event, that one of the Northampton regiments went 
off the day before the flag came out from Burgoyne. 
Another regiment took itielf away while the treaty was 
in agitation. But the fate of the army will confirm the 
truth of what its commander wrote to lord George Ger- 
main, Auguft the 20th, “ The great bulk of the coun- 
try 1s undoubtedly with the cade in principle and 
zeal.” When after the convention the officers went into 
tne American camp, they were furprifed; and fome of 
them faid, that of all the camps they had ever feen in 
Germany or elfewhere, they never faw any better difpofed 
and feeured. 

The return figned by gens Burgoyne, of the die series 
at the time of the convention, amountedto2412. The 

Vou. II. Pp Brutth 
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fent—145 commiffioned—the ftaff 26—fergeants and 
drummers 297—rank and file 2901-—in all 337 g: this 
added to the Germans, makes 5791. The American 
account, to. fhow what was the fum total of the royal 
army acting in the northern department againtt the 
country, goes on to reckon, the fick taken fgpk the 
wounded 528—prifoners of war before the convention 
400—deferters 300—loft at Bennington 1220—killed, 
between the 17th of September to the 18th of October, 
6oc—taken at Tyconderoga 413—killed in gen. Her- 
kimer’s battle about 300—making in all, 4689. Ac- 
cording to this way of reckoning, the royal force was 
10,480. It was probably full 10,000 ftrong, including 
Canadians and provincials, and exclufive of Indians, 
drivers, futtlers, &c. Among the prifoners taken were 
fix members of parliament. 


The train of brafs artillery was a fine acquifition s It 


confifted of 2 twenty-four pounders—4 twelves—20 
fixes—6 threes—2 eight inch howitzers—5 five and a 
half royal dittomand 3 five and a half inch royal mortars. 
—in all, 42 pieces of ordnance. There were alfo 4647 — 
mufkets-—-6000 dozen of cartridges, befide fhot, oe 


cafes, fhells, &c. 


Burgoyne was defirous of a general return of the army- 
commanded. by Gates at ake time of the convention, 


The latter underftood him, and was careful not to leflen 
the return by fuppreffing a fingle man. The continen-— a 


tals, all ranks included, were 9093; the militia 4129, 
in all 13,222: but of the former, the fick and on fur= 
lough were 2103; and of the latter, 562. The number 
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of the militia was continually. varying; and many of 777 


them were at a confiderable diftance from the camp. 
‘We now enter upon the relation of the meafures pur- 
fued by the Britith below Albany. You have been told 
what were the fentiments of gen. Putnam, on the gth, 
as to their failing up to within fixteen miles of the Ame- 
rican camp, before removed from the neighbourhood of 
Still-water, Sir H. Clinton however, inftead of pufh- 
ing up the river, intrufted the bufinefs to Sir James Wal- 
lace and gen. Vaughan, The latter had under him 3600 
men. Sir James commanded a flying fquadron of light 
frigates, accompanied with the neceffary appendage of 
barges, battecaus and boats, for landing the troops, and 
all other movements. By the 13th they reached King- 
{ton alias A‘fopus, a fine village, as you would call it; 
but on this fide the Atlantic, a good town. Upon 
Vaughan’s landing the troops, the Americans, being too 
weak to make refiftance, abandoned their battery of three 
euns after fpiking them, They left the town immediately 


for their own fafety, without firing from the houfes upon’ 


the Britifh. Vaughan however, was told that Burgoyne 
had actually furrendered *; and the town was doomed 


to the flames. The whole was reduced to afhes, and not 


a houfe left ftanding. “Phe American gov, Clinton was 
a tame fpectator of the barbarity, but only for want of 
a fufficient force to attack the enemy. ‘This feemingly 
revengeful devaftation, was productive of a pathetic but 
fevere letter from gen. Gates (then in the height of vic- 


* Mr. James Beekman, an eminent merchant belonging to New 
York, and who quitted Afopus when Vaughan approached it, inform- 
ed me of thefe particulars, Sept. 29, 1783, at his honfe in Morris 
county, New Jerfey,  - 


a7 tory) | to gen. Vaughan. 
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The latter with a flood tide 
mig ht have reached Albany in four hours: there was no 
force to have hindered him. When he burnt Living- 
-fton’s upper mills, had he proceeded to Albany and 
burnt the American ftores, Gates, as he himfelf has 
geclared, moult have retreated into New England. The 
roy alitts may juftly rem sark upon the occafion—* Why 
‘a delay was made of feven days after Clinton had taken 
She forts we are ignorant of. The highland forts were 
taken the 6th of. bh ZEfopus was burnt the 1 3th 5 

Burgoyne’s convention was figned the 17th, There 
was no force to oppofe even open boats on the river ; 
why then did not the boats proceed immediately to Al- 
“bany ? Had Clinton gone forward, Burgoyne’s army had 
_been faved. Putnam could not have croffed to Albany. 
The army amufed themfelves with burning /Efopus, and 
the houfes of individuals on the river’s bank *.?? While 
the Britifh were manceuvring in and about the North 
River, doing mifchief to individuals, without ferving 
their own caufe in the leaft, gen. Gates had exprefs upon 
: exprefs, urging him to fend down troops to oppofe the 
“enemy, Gn the 1 4th he wrote to. gov. Clinton— I 
have ordered the commanding officer at Fort Schuyler 
to fend Van Shaack’s regiment without delay to Al- 
| bany——defir ed brigadier general Ganfevoort to repair tp 
that city, and take the command of all the troops that 
may affemble there--and have fent down the two FE{9- 
pus regiments, the Tryon county rnilitia, and moft of 
“the militia of Albany county.” But he would not weaken 
his hold af Burgoyne by any detachment of continentals 
from his own army, or of New England militia, The 
phi. SR # See the Loyalitt’s letters, 
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New York ftate militia, that repaired to the governor to 17770 


affift the inhabitants, did as much mifchief as the enemy, 
the burning of houfes and other buildings excepted. It is 
too much the cafe of all militia, that when they march to 
the affiftance of their countrymen againft a common ene- 
my, they do the former a great deal of damage. The lax- 
nefs of their difcipline, and their unreafonable claims of 
indulgences from thofe whom they are to protect, make 
them expenfive and difagreeable ouefts. 

When the convention troops began their march to Bof- 
ton, the Americans lined the road and hill on each fide. 
They expected to have met with many infults while paffing 
through the centre of them, fuppofed to be between 11 and 
12,000; but to their great furprife, not even the leaft gef- 
ture was made ufe of by way of infult. When they had 
marched on, Gates pufhed the army forward, with the ut- 
moft expedition, to ftop the cruel career of the Britihh. 
up the North River. Upon the approach of the Ame- 
ricans, Vaughan and Wallace retired to New York. 

It will be fome days, before the veffel for France, with 
the news of Burgoyne’s fate, can fail: which admits of 
my adding to the prefent letter, deftined to go by that 
conveyance, fome other matters proper for infertion. 

The Rev. Mr. Duché, formerly the chaplain of congrefs, 
made an attempt, by writing, on the patriotif{m of gen. 

-Wathington; nothing more need be faid of the tranfaétion, 
than what the general has done, ina lecter of OG. the 16th, 
— To Mr. Ducheé’s ridiculous illiberal performance I 
made a very fhort repiy by defiring the bearer, Mrs. Fer- 
gufon of Graham-park, if the fhould hereafter by any acci- 
dent meet with Mr. Duché, to tell him, I fhould have re- 
turned it unopened, if I had'had any idea of the contents.” 

Some 
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Some perfons in congrefs have been and are mance 
ring to get gen. Conway promoted, which occafioned the 
commander in chief’s writing the next day to a confidential 
friend—* I afk why the youngeft brigadier in the fervice 
(for I believe Conway is fo) fhould be put over the heads of 
theeldeft? Iamaffuredthey will notferve under him. I have 
beenaflave tothe fervice: I have undergone more than moft 
men are aware of, to harmonize fo many difcordant parts 5 
but it will be impoffible for me to be of any further Pe 
if fuch infperable difficulties are thrown in my way.” 

Before the laft year’s Maffachufetts general court ex- 
pired, they paffed an act to fupport and enforce the re- 
culating aét, made in January, under the title of an act 
to prevent monopoly and oppreffion. By this new act, 
committees were vefted with moft extraordinary powers, 


« which,” as the act fays, “* can only be juftified in cafes 


wherein the very exiftence of the community is depend- 
ing.” The vanity and folly however of regulating acts 
has been fo feen and felt, that they have been repealed 
by the new general court, within thefe five days. 
Bofton and Marblehead have been under great diffi- 
culties for want of flour and Indian corn; and muft 
have fuffered much, had it not been for the ftate impor- 
tations. On the isth of Auguft there was not flour in 
the capital fuficient for the inhabitants longer than the 
next day, except what belonged to the ftate. The fea- 
ports and neighbouring towns of this ftate have been 
ufed to receive their fupplies of flour, moftly by water, 
and from the places now in the hands of the Britifh ; 
they are ther efore liable to be diftreffed b y the opera- 


tions of. the war, though | happily ¢ xem} nted from being 
the feat of it, fince the evac vation of Bolton. | 


A fe- 
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A fecret expedition has been carrying on againft 1474, 
Newport, without gen. Wafhington’s having ever been 
confulted upon it, or knowing from whence or whom it 
originated. Gen. Spencer was ftationed at Providence, 
and of courfe conduéted it. The ftates of Rhode Ifland, 
Connecticut and Maflachutetts furnifhed almoft the whole 
of the troops. The militia, who were called out upon 
the occafion, readily engaged in the fervice, for they 
were filled with the expectations of fuccefs, and the 
hopes of plunder. Every thing went on well for fome 
time, without the Britifh troops knowing that prepara- 
tions were making for pafling over to Rhode Ifland, and 
attacking them. At length a half-witted fellow, with- 
out feeing confequences, of his own head carried over 
in his boat to the ifland, a Jew, whom he landed, and 
who was to go to Newport, and the neighbourhood, 
and procure all the intelligence he could, and then to 
return with his information to gen. Spencer. The Jew 
went to the enemy and acquainted them with the expe- 
dition that was going forward. Upon this the Britith 
immediately took proper meafures for their fecurity. 
Gen. Spencer however, perfected his preparations. The 
time and manner for carrying the militia over was fet- 
tled. Brigadier. Palmer, who headed thofe from —the 
Maffachufetts, had his orders given him; but inftead 
of executing them with life and fpirit, he neglected and 
difobeyed them. His conduét occafioned a failure of 
the expedition. Spencer’s courage would have led him 
to have attempted carrying the ifland, after this difap- 
| pointment, and with a fmaller body of troops than were 
originally to have been employed ; but others would not 
confent to it, The employing of the Connedticut mi- 
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litia in this fervice, contributed greatly to, if not ie 
caufed that weaknefs in the American force ftationed on 
the North River, which occafioned the lofs of the forts 
Montgomery and Clinton. 


A long letter for doétor Fothergill goes by the pre- 
fent opportunity. The writer mentions that the Ame- 


yicans are determined not to part with their indepen- 


dence, and-propofes that there fhould be an immediate 
acknowledgment of it,on the part of Great Britain, 
and an entering upon a commercial alliance with the 


United States, before any foreign power interferese a 


Numbers have been for fome time diffatisfied with the — 
French, becaufe of their not affording more fpeedy, 
open, and important affittance. They flatter themfelves 
that the capture of Burgoyne’s army will produce a 
change in the politics of France. “An adoption of the 


above propolal will be the beft expedient for over-reach- a | 
ing her in any defien of injuring our native country. 


Enp oF THE SECOND VOLUME. 
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Page r92, note, read, Chaftellux’s. P. 238, 1. 4, read, as of little. 
P. 367, laft line but one, read, the whole lofs of the Americans. 


P. 405, 1.1, read, of aftronomy. P. 4775 1.28, read, common ~ 


caufe. P. 532, Lae. read, any wife, P. 539, 1. 5a read, are 


Warmer, Williams. 


a he candid reader is requefted to corre€t the above errors, Pref to 
excufe others that may have been unobferved. 
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